MEDIA STATEMENT
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SERVICE AND ADMINISTRATION IS NOT SUPPORTING PRIVATE MEMBERS’ AMENDMENT BILL
Parliament, Wednesday, 31 August 2022 - The Portfolio Committee on Public Service and Administration received presentations from members of the public and organisations regarding the Public Administration Laws General Amendment Bill, a Bill which was tabled for the first time in the committee on 8 June 2022 by a Member of Parliament, Dr Leon Schreiber.
The committee also received presentations from the Presidency, Social Economic Impact Assessment Unit, the Department of Public Service and Administration; and the Public Service Commission to provide inputs and comments on the Bill, on the same day when Dr Schreiber tabled the Bill.
Today’s meeting on the Bill was a continuation of the previous meeting. The committee invited stakeholders (as part of public participation process) who have shown interest on the Bill to provide inputs on the Bill. Based on the deliberations on the Bill, the committee was of the view that government has already commenced with the legislative reforms to build a capable, ethical and professional public service, for example Framework for Professionalising the Public Service.
Both the Department of Public Service and Administration and the Public Service Commission will be submitting amendments of Public Service Act, Public Administration Management Act and the Public Service Commission Act which will all address legislative reforms emphasised in the Public Administration Laws General Amendment Bill.
The committee has concluded its process by not supporting the Private Members Bill to avoid duplication of what is already existing and due to be tabled in Parliament. The Chairperson of the committee, Mr Tyotyo James, thanked Dr Schreiber for drafting the Bill with the aim of professionalising the public service and further urge him to wait for the Bills to be tabled before Parliament which will complement his Bill.
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