
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

25 August 2021 

The Portfolo Committee on Co-operaive Government and Traditional Affairs 
Parliament 

Attention: Ms S Cassiem 

By E-mail: scassiem@parliament.gov.za 

Dear Madam, 

COMMENTS ON DRAFT AMENDMENT BILL ON DISASTER MANAGEMENT ACT 

The South African Hunters and Game Conservation Association wishes to provide the following 
comments on the draft Amendment Bill on the Disaster Management Act as published. 

1. Background on SA Hunters 

The South African Hunters and Game Conservation Association was established in 1949 and is 
the oldest and also biggest single accredited hunting association in RSA. Commonly known as 
SA Hunters, we have 44 000 plus members that operate in 82 branches across RSA. SA Hunters 
was also the first hunting association to become accredited as hunting association by the SAPS 
in terms of the present Firearms Control Act. SA Hunters is also accredited by the SAPS as a 
sport shooting organisation and a professional hunting association in terms of the mentioned Act. 

2. Reservation of Rights 

While SA Hunters uses this opportunity to provide comment on the draft Disaster Management 
Amendment Bill as published, we deliberately wish to reserve the right to amend this comment 
at a later stage or, to add to, or, supplement the comment provided now, should it be deemed 
necessary.  

Similarly, SA Hunters wishes to explicitly reserve all rights to any alternative action that may be 
deemed appropriate in response to the draft Amendment Bill made available for comment. 

3. Opportunity to Discuss in Detail 

While SA Hunters do provide comment, we would actually prefer the opportunity to meet and 
debate each of the views taken and the comment provided in this document, to ensure a proper 
understanding of the objectives and intent of the proposed amendments, as well as our objection 
thereto or support thereof. 

Will you please consider this request and allow us the opportunity of a meeting to discuss these 
draft amendments in more detail, or at least allow an opportunity to make a presentation to the 
Portfolio Committee on these matters. 

4. Comments on the Draft Bill 

4.1. General Comments 

While SA Hunters do not necessarily wish to comment on the detailed content of the bill, we need 
to start off  with some general comment on principles involved in the process of amandment of 
the Act. 

Impact of Implementation of the Act 

The Disaster Management Act was used to manage the national Covid 19 pandemic since about 
March 2020 under the guidance of the Covid Command Council. One of the first decisions taken 
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by the Covid Command Council was an initial total lockdown from April 2020 for a period that 
became extended several times with lockdown at varying levels. 

One of the impacts of the lockdown was that virtually all hunting was completely closed down 
during the lockdown period, while agriculture in general was deemed to be an essential service 
and other agricultural activties were largely allowed to continue with self-regulation with defined 
protocols to manage safety. 

Hunting is often seen as a sport or cultural activity. This is actually a completely incorrect view. 
There are an estimated 300 000 people living as citizens in RSA who annually hunt with the 
primary objective to collect venison for personal use as healthy meat. Only when the hunting 
industry succeeded to make the relevant Minister understand that the primary objective of 
hunting is to collect meat for personal consumption and as part of food security, was hunting 
allowed with the appropriate strict protocols applicable during the latter part of the lockdown 
period. 

The Consumptive Hunting Industry Size 

Consumptive hunting is meant to be hunting to collect meat for personal use, thus consumption 
by the hunter. SA Hunters has access to various sources of research that estimate the total 
economic contribution made to the RSA economy as in excess of R 12 billion per annum. More 
than half of this amount is spent in rural arid and semi-arid areas where game farming is the most 
viable economic activity. Approximately 85 000 jobs are supported in the rural areas by this 
industry. 

By closing down this industry for almost half of the traditional hunting season in 2020 under the 
Covid 19 Lockdown, it is simply a logical conclusion to calculate that about half of the economic 
value that could have been created in the year 2020 were actually completely lost. 

Professional or Trophy Hunting Industry 

While the trophy hunting industry may be known better due to its linkage with tourism and foreign 
hunters visiting the country, the economic contribution thereof is significantly smaller than the 
consumptive hunting industry. The trophy hunting industry contributes approximately R 2,5 billion 
to the RSA exonomy annyally according to the same research sources available to SA Hunters.  

Trophy hunting may be better known but does not nearly make as big a contribution to the rural 
economy as is done by consumptive hunting. 

Live Sales of Animals 

While in the heydays of selective and intensive game breeding the economic contribution of live 
sales of game animals was calculated as approximately R 8 billion per annum, this value is now 
down to an estimated R 4 billion per annum as game prices for the colour morphs of species 
dropped significantly.  

The key point made is that live sales of game animals does not even conribute half of the 
economic value when compared to the economic value added by consumptive hunting.  

4.2. Principles Encapsulated in the Bill 

It is believed that SA Hunters could indicate the disasterous impact of decisions taken in terms 
of the Disaster Management Act on individuals and the economy of RSA as illustrated above.  

As a result hereof SA Hunters wishes to support amendments to the Act that would ensure proper 
oversight by the National Assembly and Parliament of any such process or implementation of 
any Act, to ensure there are balanced views taken into consideration when a decision is taken 
to apply the available legislation. 

With all due respect to the President and the Covid Command Council and while there is some 
understanding for the intention to protect the country and its citizens, the implications of the 
decisions taken were clearly disasterous to the economy of the country and the lives and well-
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being of a large number of citizens. This is clearly illustrated by the loss of economic contribution 
that was not mad as consumptive hunting was closed down.  

In this process, the intention was certainly to protect the poorest of the poor, while they were 
most likely the same ones that were hit hardest by the economic impact of the decisions taken. 
Without any doubt, there should have been a process where more and better thought were given 
to the economic impact of the decisions taken. 

This is the key driving force for SA Hunters to support the draft amendment bill as it should 
ensure more balanced views taken into consideation with proper oversight before any similar 
decision is taken in future. 

5. Conclusion 

SA Hunters appreciates the opportunity to be allowed to make a presentation and submit 
comments on the Draft Bill. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Fred Camphor 
CEO: SA Hunters  

 

 


