
 

 

 

 

   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE   

  

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker of the National Assembly     A Mbanga x 3218 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

      Thursday, 26 August 2021 [Virtual] 

 

Present: 

N N Mapisa-Nqakula (Speaker) 

  Boroto, M G (House Chairperson)   Mkhaliphi, H O 

  Dlakude, D E (Deputy Chief Whip of the  

  Majority Party) 

  Mulder, Dr C P   

  Frolick, C T (House Chairperson)   Ntombela, M L D (House Chairperson) 

  Hendricks, M G E   Papo, A H M (Parliamentary  

  Counsellor to the Deputy President) 

  Julius, J W W    Shaik Emam, A M 

  Koornhof, Dr G W (Parliamentary 

  Counsellor to the President) 

  Singh, N 

  Lesoma, R M M   Swart, S N 

  Majodina, P C P (Chief Whip of the 

  Majority Party) 

  Tsenoli, S L (Deputy Speaker) 

  Mazzone, N W A (Chief Whip of the 

  Opposition) 

  Wessels, W W 

 

Staff in attendance: 

Ms P N Tyawa (Acting Secretary to Parliament), Mr M Xaso (NA Table), Adv M Tau 

(Committees) and Ms T Mtyobile (Constitutional and Legal Services Office). 

 

1.  Opening  

 
The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:30. She indicated that she had taken the time to 

understand the mandate of the Programme Committee as prescribed in the Assembly 

Rules. Her observation was that the Committee was an important element in the 
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oversight machinery of Parliament as it ensured effectiveness and efficiency in the 

coordination of Assembly business. Efforts would be made to create adequate space in 

the Programme for private members’ business. Further engagements would also take 

place with the Presidency with a view to agree on a framework for assent to Bills. With 

regard to pre-1994 legislation, the necessary interventions would be made in conjunction 

with the relevant stakeholders. Sectoral Parliaments would also receive attention, 

through interaction with the Deputy Presiding Officers, to ensure better coordination and 

effective processing of resolutions.  

 

In response to the Speaker’s opening remarks, Mr Singh requested that consideration be 

given to the establishment of a committee on Vote 1: The Presidency. The Speaker 

replied that the matter would be considered by the Rules Committee. Ms Mkhaliphi 

suggested that a tracking mechanism be maintained of all outstanding items that have 

been considered by the committee.   

 

2. Apologies 

 

An apology was tendered on behalf of Ms E N Ntlangwini. 

 

3. Consideration of draft agenda 

 

The draft agenda was adopted as proposed. 

 

4.    Consideration of minutes of meeting of 12 August 2021 

 

On the proposal of Mr Singh, the Minutes of 12 August were adopted.   

 

5.   Matters arising 

 

Allegations made by Mr N F Shivambu on the proceedings of the meeting of the Ad Hoc 

Committee to Initiate and Introduce Section 25 Legislation 

 

Correspondence from Mr Shivambu had been received and the necessary consultations 

on policies applicable had been done.  The Deputy Speaker would deal with the matter.   

 

Repeal of pre-1994 Legislation and electronic voting 

 

Mr Singh welcomed the report on repeal of pre-1994 legislation from the South African 

Law Reform Commission as well as the comments made by the Minister of Justice and 
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Correctional Services on the matter, as circulated to members.  He also indicated that 

the Information and Communications Technology section (ICT) should attend to the issue 

of an electronic voting mechanism on the virtual platform, including a secret ballot 

process.  House Chairperson Mr Frolick replied that the matter had been considered by 

the Chief Whips’ Forum (CWF) and the ICT division was attending to it.  A meeting of the 

ICT Focus Group was scheduled in the following week where an update on the matter 

would be considered. 

 

6.   Report by Committee Section 

 

Adv Tau presented a report on matters before committees and presented an update on 

the following: 

 

The Ad Hoc Committee to Initiate and Introduce Section 25 Legislation would be meeting on 

Thursday and Friday in order to deliberate further on public submissions.  The Portfolio 

Committee on Employment and Labour had finalised the Employment Equity Amendment Bill.  

The Committee also intended to finalise the Compensation for Occupational Injuries and 

Diseases Amendment Bill on 31 August.   

 
On 31 August, the Portfolio Committee on Communication intended to conduct shortlisting of 

candidates for interviews for the following boards: 

 

 South African Broadcasting Corporation (SABC)  

 Media Development and Diversity Agency (MDDA)  

 Independent Communications Authority of South Africa (Icasa)  

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition asked for an explanation on the unilateral extension of 

the reporting date by the Chairperson of the Ad Hoc Committee to Initiate and Introduce 

Section 25 Legislation. She added that the issue at hand had a dramatic effect on all 

South Africans and suggested that, at the least, the committee could be granted a week’s 

extension.   

 
Mr Xaso indicated that he had consulted with the Chief Whip of the Majority Party 

regarding the need to extend the reporting deadline. The term of the Committee was due 

to expire on 30 August. If not extended, and the Committee was unable to report, the 

Assembly would have to re-establish the ad hoc committee. After deliberations, it was 

AGREED that the ad hoc committee should be granted a two-weeks extension.  

 
Ms Mkhaliphi asked if the deadline for the National Health Insurance Bill had been revised.  

Adv Tau responded that the committee had not yet revised the date as it was still possible to 
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reach the deadline of 4 October 2021 in order to finalise its report.  The team was processing 

the third quarter of the report.   

 

7.   Report by Bills Office 

 

Ms Mtyobile presented a report on legislation before Committees and highlighted that the Ease 

of Doing Business Bill was on the Order Paper for consideration by the House.  Furthermore, 

the following Bills had since been introduced: 

 

 Agricultural Product Standards Amendment Bill  

 Public Service Laws General Amendment Bill 

 Second Special Appropriations Bill 

 
The Speaker reiterated that the issue of assent to Bills would be attended to. 

 

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

 

Mr Xaso presented the Parliamentary Programme for the Third Term and highlighted the 

following: 

 
The debate on National Women’s Day, consideration of report on Filling of vacancies for the 

National Youth Development Agency (NYDA) Board, as well as reports from the Portfolio 

Committee on Communications were scheduled for 31 August. 

 

Committee reports were also scheduled for 1 and 2 September, respectively and Questions for 

oral reply to the President were scheduled for Friday, 3 September.  Questions for oral reply to 

the Deputy President had been rescheduled for 22 August.   

  
Consideration of Second Report of Rules Committee on Mechanism to Monitor Delayed 

Replies to Questions was scheduled for Thursday, 2 September.  The report, once adopted, 

would enable the Speaker to implement the Mechanism.  

 

In response to Mr Julius, Mr Xaso intimated that in an event that the decision of the 

Constitutional Court, expected in the week of 30 August, confirmed the date of 27 October for 

the local government elections, the Parliamentary Programme would have to be reviewed.  In 

that case, consideration should be given to prioritising statutory appointments and condolence 

motions for members who recently passed away.  The Speaker added that the meetings of the 

Chief Whips’ Forum (CWF) and Programme Committee would have to be scheduled to 

consider the implications of the judgment.   
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Mr Swart expressed concern in that smaller parties were expected to debate all the reports on 

oversight activities in KwaZulu-Natal and Gauteng for three minutes, instead of providing 

opportunities for declarations as was mooted initially.  As a result, they could not sufficiently do 

justice to the reports as they were combined.  The Speaker explained that the matter would be 

looked at with a view to future arrangements.  

 

House Chairperson Mr Ntombela reminded the meeting that a meeting of the Parliamentary 

Group on International Relations (PGIR) was scheduled for Friday, 27 August.  He also 

indicated that the launch of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association National Branch 

and Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians Chapter was scheduled for 10 September.  

 

9.  Announcements 

Mr Xaso indicated that all the necessary information regarding the Women’s Parliament, 

which was scheduled for 27 August, would be sent to parties during the day. 

 

10.  Closure 

 

The meeting adjourned at 09:40. 


