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Covid-19 epidemics in SA and mining industry

South Africa Mining industry



Covid-19 statistics
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Testing rates 

by population

As at 20 August 2021

Total number of employees 450,000

Total number of people screened every day 447,788

Total number of tests 222,095

Total positive cases 47,392

Active cases 1,117

Deaths 649

Recovered 113,921

Global test rate

41.04%

RSA test rate

26.30%

Mining test rate

49.35%



As the WHO declares COVID-19 a Pandemic, Minerals Council 

• provides further guidance to members

• adopts a COVID 19 Preparedness Plan (10 Point Plan) 

• adopts SOP on Management of COVID-19
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Risk-based measures

Measures put in place before 

27 March 2020 hard lockdown
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Transparency and an industry perspective
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Collaborative approach
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Support for national initiative
The Minerals Council committed to supporting national 
government-led rollout of an urgently applied and effective 
vaccine programme

Support to extend beyond employees, to dependants and 
mining communities as far as this is possible and enabled

“The Minerals Council and its members have 
decided to play an active role, in partnership 
with our social partners, to help with the 
vaccine roll-out…the industry can play a 
material role in accelerating the vaccination 
programme on mines and in mining 
communities”
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Working towards vaccination

First collaboration 

with B4SA 

workstream

Registration of 

HCWs under 

Sisonke

Minerals Council:

Establish company capacity 

and vaccinators, number of 

employee vaccinees, level of 

co-morbidities, willingness to 

vaccinate communities 

Three initial sites 

proposed: 

• Impala

• Amandelbult

• Anglo Coal

New B4SA 

workstream and 

task teams 

established, with 

DoH and NIOH

45 workplace 

sites proposed. 

Approval 

processes 

(registration) 

begins 

Impala Platinum 

Occupational 

Health site live

Selected pilot 

site to determine 

model for mines

Weekly Minerals 

Council 

Operational 

meetings 

commence

By end June

4 workplace 

vaccination sites 

live

By 20 August

51 workplace 

vaccination sites 

live

February 2021

April 2021 April 2021 May 2021 June 2021 August 2021



• Delayed activation due to competition with hospital and pharmacy sites.

• Bureaucratic process.

• Capacity constraints in processing workplace sites.

• Registration not suited to workplaces (Practice numbers, Section 22(A)(15), 
reimbursement mechanisms, etc).

• Efficiency considerations (employees only or with dependents, 
communities).

• Special conditions to be approved: 
• Bulk uploading of employees.
• Different age categories for vaccination.
• Dependents and communities.
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Challenges with setting up workplace sites



Vaccine delivery models adopted
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Vaccination status quo
Province Number of 

sites 
Sites vaccinating 
with own permit 
or via 3rd party 
service provider 
on site 

Sites model to be 
finalised, 3rd 
party 
arrangements, or 
placing vaccine 
orders

Mines working 
with other mines 
in a clustered 
model or using 
another site 

Mines working 
with regional 
DOH, data 
submitted to 
regional DOH 

Total doses 
administered 
as at 14.8.2021

Free State 6 4 0 1 14 040 

Gauteng 7 6 1 0 19 843 

Limpopo 19 14 2 1 2 20 395 

Mpumalanga 12 4 2 1 5 15 605 

North West 20 17 2 1 0 47 267 

Northern Cape 8 4 1 0 3 2 487 

Western Cape 2 2 0 336 

Totals 74 51 8 3 11 115 223 



Way forward

• Increase rate of vaccination of employees. Target of vaccinating 80% 
of employees.

• Improve vaccine acceptance by employees

• Support vaccination of dependents and peri mining community.

• Continue to support government efforts on promoting vaccination.

• Continue monitoring compliance with non-pharmaceutical measures.
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I support #Vaccination campaign



T +27 11 498 7100 E info@mineralscouncil.org.za W www.mineralscouncil.org.za

5 Hollard Street, Johannesburg, 2001, PO Box 61809, Marshalltown 2107
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