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13 May 2021 
 
Hon M.P Mapulane, MP 
Chairperson: Portfolio Committee  
of Higher Education, 
Science and Technology 
 

Dear: Hon Mapulane, MP 

 
 

RE: REQUEST TO APPEAR AS A WITNESS BEFORE THE PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE 
ON HIGHER EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY OVERSIGHT ENQUIRY INTO 
THE APPOINTMENT OF PROFESSOR P MBATI AS VICE CHANCELLOR OF SEFAKO 
MAKGATHO UNIVERSITY AND RELATED MATTERS 
 
 

1. I refer to my appearance before the Portfolio Committee Enquiry on 11 May 2021 and 

the deliberations that took place during the engagements, regarding the above subject 

matter. 
 

2. In accordance with the resolution of the Portfolio Committee, I am required to appear 

before the Portfolio Committee on Friday, 14 May 2021 for further engagements and 

questioning. 
 

3. I have been requested to submit a “report of the Task Team that was appointed by EXCO 

to investigate who authorized the decision to review the CGE report and whether there 

was inappropriate use of university resources in respect of the then Vice Chancellor 

defense on the matter”. The committee also requested me to provide “instructions that 

were given to the University Attorneys Bowman, which relates to the Portfolio 

Committee’s concern of the contemplated interdict”. 

 

4. My response is tabled as follows: - 

 

4.1. As per the records in the form of a letter dated 09 March 2015 written by the then 

Chairperson of Council (Mr Maja) to the University Registrar regarding the resolution 

taken in the in-committee meeting of Council held on 20 February 2015, I confirm that 

a Task Team was appointed to investigate the process followed in respect of the 

decision taken for the University to review the CGE Report and whether there was 
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inappropriate use of university resources in respect of the then Vice Chancellor’s 

defense on the matter. The Task Team was to investigate and make 

recommendations to Council on the appropriate course of action to follow.  

 

4.2. The letter for the appointment of a Task Team dated 09 March 2015 is attached 

hereto and marked Annexure SP 1. The document containing minutes of the EXCO 

meeting dated 10 April 2015 is attached and marked Annexure SP 2, and it appears 

the minutes were taken by Mr Molapo because this was an in-committee meeting 

comprised of external members of EXCO. 

 

4.3. To my knowledge, and having conducted a search through the University archives, 

there is no record of a report from the Task Team. This is a matter which I cannot 

take any further.  

 

4.4. Finally, I have been requested to provide instructions that were given to the 

University’s attorneys, Bowmans. The instruction to Bowmans is in the university’s 

records, however, I am advised that any correspondence between the client and its 

legal representatives is legally privileged. Accordingly, I am not able to share this 

information with the Portfolio Committee. 

 

5. I trust the above is in order and confirm that I will attend the Enquiry on 14 May 2021. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 
 

 

 

 

 

Dr NB Nthambeleni 
Vice-Chancellor and Principal  
 


