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8 March 2021
PC International Relations and Cooperation
Synopsis of the Biden’s Foreign Policy
The US president, Joe Biden delivered his major foreign policy speech on 20 January 2021
. He sent a strong signal to the rest of the world that they will see a very different America
, and declared that “America is back.”
The policy statement was also perceived as meant to relay a message to other international leaders about what the US will do over the next four years. It also served as a public repudiation of many of the policies of his predecessor, former President Donald Trump
. It was designed to once more restore order and global faith in the United States
.
President Biden mentioned that the US foreign policy will henceforth focus more on multilateral diplomacy and working with other nations in a more positive way
. He stressed that diplomacy would be the best way to get what the US wants:

Investing in our diplomacy isn’t something we do just because it’s the right thing to do for the world … We do it because it’s in our naked self-interest.

The US President, showed the importance of democratic values as a key aspect of America’s identity and ethos. He said upholding democracy would underpin the US’s future role in the world
.
President Biden also stressed that his foreign policy values would be informed by what is considered beneficial to the US public:

There’s no longer a bright line between foreign and domestic policy. Every action we take in our conduct abroad; we must take with American working families in mind.

Addressing US relations with Russia, President Biden said he had “made it clear to President Putin, in a manner very different from my predecessor” that the US would no longer “roll over” in the face of Russian aggression. He singled out “interfering with our elections, cyberattacks, poisoning its citizens”
. However, he also stressed his willingness to work with Russia on controlling nuclear weapons, and noted that the two countries had already agreed to extend the New START treaty, that seeks to reduce US and Russian nuclear stockpiles for five years
. This was a development regarded as a major break with the Trump approach, who took a decision to abandon the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF)
 and Open Skies agreements
.
China was referred to as “our most serious competitor”, and vowed to “push back on China’s attack on human rights, intellectual property, and global governance”. At the same time, President Biden indicated his willingness to collaborate with Beijing when it was in “America’s best interests
”.

Iran was mentioned in reference to Iran’s ‘proxy’ conflicts with Saudi Arabia. This was regarded as another major break with the Trump administration’s hostile attitude towards Tehran
. The US would end all support and aid for warring parties in Yemen, one of the major conflict points between Saudi Arabia and Iran in the region. In this regard, it was mentioned that the new US Secretary of State, Antony Blinken
, had appointed a special envoy to Yemen, tasked with working with the UN and all parties to the conflict to bring hostilities to an end
.
It has been argued that one of the obvious main takeaways from the speech, is that President Biden was setting out to show the difference between his administration and that of his predecessor
. This stance is reflected in the words that President Biden used, such as “re-build” (America’s alliances) and “re-engage” (with the world).

It’s going to take time to rebuild what has been so badly damaged. But that’s precisely what we’re going to do.

He chose to reassure the international community that the era of American  unpredictability was over
. He outlined what the US will do next and how he hopes this will improve and stabilise international relations
.
His speech was noted to be silent on Europe, the UK, and Brexit, as well as any threat it may pose to the Good Friday Agreement (1998), which regulates the contested nature of Northern Ireland, chaired  by the US, a matter which is known to be very close to his heart
. It was also noticeably silent on Africa.
However, the day after his speech, the new president addressed the 34th Summit of the African Union (AU), which was meeting virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic
. He reiterated his commitment to active diplomacy and multilateralism in consultation with the AU. There is an emerging US-Africa consensus to cooperate in preventing and resolving problems. Within days, President Biden lifted the ban prohibiting recipients of US assistance from abortion, a move applauded by many women in Africa, as a progressive move to secure gender equality.

At the top of his agenda, are COVID-19 and climate change; he re-joined the World Health Organisation and the Paris Agreement on climate change. Africa is encouraged to push for increased funding to ensure African access to affordable, adequate COVID-19 vaccines; and funding to boost the Green Climate Fund to help Africa mitigate and adapt to global warming
.

Other important international priorities which would appeal to Africa include: refugee issues; addressing racism and white supremacy; respect for diversity and inclusion; assist the AU’s efforts at peacekeeping, conflict prevention and regional security; tap into the Congress and communicate African priorities to the Chair of Foreign Affairs Committee who said a new Africa policy would be his priority
. The chair is from the Africa diaspora constituency, that President Biden credits for ensuring his nomination and election.
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