
Date: 12  February 2021

SECRETARY TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
P.O BOX 15 CAPE TOWN 8000
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
mxaso@parliament.gov.za

TEL: (021) 403 2601
ATTENTION: MS DE DLAKUDE, MP (Chairperson of the Subcommittee)
BY EMAIL: 
Dear Sir/Madam

RE: SUBMISSIONS TO SUBCOMMITTEE ON REVIEW OF ASSEMBLY RULES RE COMPLAINT ABOUT RULING 
1. The above matter refers.

2. The details of the matter are as follows:

2.1. On the 29th day of July 2020 there was a hybrid plenary sitting of the National assembly via virtual platform with the Temporary chairperson, Mr QR Dyantyi MP. 
2.2. During the proceedings, the chairperson requested that the sitting should adjourn for 15 minutes, I then endeavored to show the chairperson that he must have mistaken, for adjourning the house for 15 minutes and, according to rule,108 declaration of vote, subject to sub rule 4. perhaps he meant 15 seconds instead of 15-minute adjournment would be lengthy and irregular). 
2.3. The chairperson subsequently unfairly, and without warning, called for my removal from the siting, without any reference to the Rules of the National Assembly (9th Edition). Section 33(5) (a) stipulates clearly the functions of the whippery, I am the amongst of seven EFF whips who was a whip on duty on the day responsible for leading EFF caucus. 
3. I submit that in accordance with Rule 70(1):

3.1. my conduct did not constitute a deliberate contravention of any of the NA Rules as I merely sought to bring relevant clarity to what must have clearly been a miscommunication by the Chair;

3.2. I did not disregard the authority of the Chair but sought to ensure the Chair’s pronouncement was clearly understood; and 

3.3. and that my conduct was not grossly disorderly, as my conduct couldn’t have disrupted any proceedings since an adjournment had just been announced, and furthermore was not repetitive. 
4. I therefore call for the committee to intervene in respect of Rule 203 (1).
5. I trust that you find the above in order. 
___________________________
HO MKHALIPHI, MP
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