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1.  Opening  

 
The Deputy Speaker opened the meeting at 08:30 and welcomed all members. 

 

2. Apologies 

 
There were no apologies. 

 

3. Consideration of draft agenda 

 
The draft agenda, as proposed,was adopted. 

 

4.    Consideration of minutes of meeting of 28 January 2021 

 
On the proposal of Mr Shaik Emam, seconded by Mr Swart, the minutes of 28 January 

were adopted.   

 

5.   Matters arising 

 
Mr Xaso provided feedback on the following matters: 

 
Whether Parliament can force the President to assent to bills within a stipulated 

timeframe 

A legal opinion had been received and the Speaker was considering it. Feedback would 

be given in due course.  

 
Appointment of National Youth Development Agency (NYDA) Board members 

As per the resolution of the previous meeting regarding the processing of the 

Appointment of National Youth Development Agency (NYDA) Board members, the 

Portfolio Committee on Women, Youth and Persons with Disabilitieshad since adopted a 

report that the process should be restarted by the same committee.  The report was 

scheduled for consideration by the National Assembly on 23 February.  

 

Status of Questions and Replies in 2020 

A report on this matter was circulated to members. 

 
Mr Singh stated that the number of unanswered questions on the report was 

unacceptable.  Mr Julius pointed that, for instance in the Ministry of Health, more than 

two-thirds of written questions received late replies and said that was a challenge as 

some questions were urgent in nature and therefore needed to be attended to earlier.  Mr 
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Shivambu added that the Minister of Health had a tendency not to provide responses on 

the basis that a matter was under a ‘non-disclosure agreement’ and indicated that such 

inaction needed to be stopped as it amounted to a refusal to be accountable.  He said 

that, especially during the current pandemic phase, it was imperative that there was 

transparency on the rollout of vaccine-related matters.  Ms Mkhaliphi added that her 

party had written to the Speaker and expressed concern that local government was in 

deep crisis as the Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs was not 

providing answers on a number of issues.  Mr Shaik Emam suggested that the whole 

exercise of asking questions needed to be reviewed as it was affecting oversight.  Mr 

Kwankwa said that it was equally important that members of the Executive provide 

substantive answers when responding to a question, especially during committee 

meetings.  The Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party suggested that the report be 

referred to the Chief Whips’ Forum for consideration and a way forward. 

 

Mr Xaso indicated that the matter had been discussed at the level of the Subcommittee 

on the Review of Assembly Rules and subsequently referred for consideration by the 

next meeting of the National Assembly Rules Committee (NARC).  He said that in the 

previous Parliament the Rules Committee resolved that a subcommittee, chaired by the 

Deputy Speaker, should be in place to consider the status of parliamentary questions not 

responded to by the Executive.  The report on the establishment of such a structure was, 

however, not adopted by the Assembly.  Mr Plaatjies explained that the Questions Office 

regularly provided a report on outstanding replies to the Office of the Leader of 

Government Business which formed part of the report for Cabinet meetings.  The Deputy 

Speaker explained that he had previously contacted the concerned member of the 

Executive himself and a number of questions were significantly attended to, adding that 

he was in support of reviving the mechanism that lapsed.  The Deputy Speaker indicated 

that he would recommend to the Speaker that, in the interim, the Speaker makes a 

statement in the House regarding Members of the Executive who had not responded to 

questions. 

 

6.   Report by Committee Section 

 
Adv. Tau presented a report on matters before committees and highlighted the following: 

 
 

 The Ad Hoc Committee to initiate and introduce legislation amending Section 25 of the 

Constitution would be considering the report on public participation on 12 February.The 

ad hoc committee would respond to the submissions on the draft Bill on 16 and 19 

February. 
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 The Portfolio Committee on Trade and Industry intended to finalise its report on the 

Liquor Products Amendment Bill on 16 February. 

 The Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Servicesintended to finalise the 

Domestic Violence Amendment Bill, Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Related 

Matters) Amendment Act Amendment Bill and Criminal and Related Matters 

Amendment Billon 16 and 24 March. 

 

On statutory appointments, the Portfolio Committee on Communications intended to conduct 

shortlisting on the board of the South African Broadcasting Corporation (SABC) and Media 

Development and Diversity Agency (MDDA) on 16 and 10 February, respectively.The Portfolio 

Committee on Police would have a briefing by the Minister of Police on the nominated 

candidates for appointment to the National Forensic Oversight Ethics Board on 2 March. 

In response to a query by the Chief Whip of the Majority Party, Adv Tau clarified that the Local 

Government: Municipal Systems Amendment had an impact on the forthcoming Local 

Government Electionsas the Bill dealt with, amongst other issues, who qualified as a councillor 

as well as the minimum number of councillors in a municipality.  The Portfolio Committee on 

Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs intended to finalise its report on the Bill on 16 

February. 

 

7.   Report by Bills Office 
 
Adv Van der Merwe presented a report on legislation with Constitutional Court deadlines as 

follows: 

(a) Riotous Assemblies Act, 1956 (Act No. 17 of 1956) 

Suspension of the order lapses on 26 November 2022. A read in provision applies during 

and after the period of suspension.A legal opinion had been sent to the Chairperson of the 

Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services. 

(b) Correctional Services Act, 1998 (Act No. 111 of 1998) 

No read in provision had been provided and an opinion had been sent to the Chairperson 

of the Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services.The Department had 

indicated that it was planning to introduce a Bill in August 2021. 

(c) Drugs and Drug Trafficking Act 140 of 1992 —section 63 + amendments to Schedules 1 

and 2 

No read in provision had been provided and an opinion had been sent to the Chairperson 

of the Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services. 
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(d) Regulation of Interception of Communications and Provision of Communication Related 

Information Act 70 of 2002 

A read in provision had been providedbut would only apply during the period of 

suspension.  An opinion was being prepared for the attention of the Chairperson of the 

Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services. 

(e) Electoral Act, 1998 (Act No. 73 of 1998) 

The Minister had provided a progress update to the Portfolio Committee on Home Affairs 

on 9 February 2021.  A policy would be presented to Cabinet recommending a review of 

the whole electoral system. 

(f) Correctional Services Act, 1998 (Act No. 111 of 1998) 

Suspension of the order would lapse on 2 May 2021 and the read-in provision applies only 

during the period of suspension. The Correctional ServicesAmendment Bill had since been 

introduced and the Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services intended to 

finalise the Bill on 23 February. 

(g) Upgrading of Land Tenure Rights Act, 1991 (Act No. 112 of 1991) 

The suspension of the order originally lapsed on 29 April 2020, but the court granted a 

further 12 months extension to 29 April 2021.The National Council of Provinces (NCOP) 

programming committee and the Select Committee had been briefed on the processing of 

the Bill. 

(h) Local Government: Municipal Systems Amendment Act, 2011 (Act No. 7 of 2011) 

Suspension of the order lapsed on 8 March 2019.The Local Government: Municipal 

Systems Amendment Billhad been passed by the National Assembly and transmitted back 

to the NCOP. 

Mr Shivambu requested that the compilation of a list of legislation, prior to 1994, be made 

available, as was requested in the previous Parliament.  He said that there was no need for 

the Constitutional Court to be the only mechanism to reverse the defects on such legislation as 

Parliament could proactively repeal them.  Currently the process was cumbersome.  The Chief 

Whip of the Majority Party added thata clear roadmap should be developed on what steps 

would be followed on all legislation before committees that hadConstitutional Court deadlines.  

Such a report should to be made available in the next meeting of the committee. 

Mr Singh indicated that this process of identifying pre-1994 legislation had already been 

started and the process could continue where it was left off.  The Chief Whip of the Opposition 

expressed concern that the deadline of 23 February for the Correctional Services Amendment 

Bill was not realistic, citing that only 13 pieces of legislation had been passed in 2020.  She 
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said that committees needed to be held accountable by adhering to the timeframes provided 

for finalising legislation before them.  House Chairperson Mr Frolick replied that the legal 

services unit regularly advises committees on the compliance of deadlines but then there were 

challenges facing different committees in not meeting such deadlines.  He added that a list on 

legislation prior to 1994 had previously been made available in the meeting and an update 

would be made available in the next meeting.  Most importantly, House Chairperson Mr Frolick 

said that a way forward on the list would be mapped out. 

Adv Jenkins reiterated that the Local Government: Municipal Systems Amendment Bill had a 

bearing on the forthcoming Elections as there were also a lot of details in the Bill about the 

filling of vacancies that might not necessarily have direct effect on the Elections but in the 

future.   

 

8.  Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

 
Mr Xaso, on behalf of the Programming Whip,presented the draft Parliamentary Programme 

for the First Termand highlighted the following: 

 
The debate on the President’s State-of-the-nation Address was scheduled for16 and 17 

February, as well as the Reply by the President on 18 February in a hybrid Joint Sitting. 

 

Ordinary sittings were scheduled to commence on 23 February, in order to consider, 

among others, an urgent matter of national importance on the rollout of Covid-19 

vaccines in South Africa and consideration of the report of the Portfolio Committee on 

Women, Youth and Persons with Disabilities onAppointment of National Youth 

Development Agency (NYDA) Board members. 

 

The Budget Speech was scheduled for Wednesday, 24 February.  Condolence motions 

for seven members of the Assembly who recently passed away were scheduled for 25 

February. 

 

On 3 March, questions for oral reply were scheduled to commence with Cluster 1: Peace 

and Security.   

 

Mr Xaso also advised that motions for consideration in mini-plenaries were scheduled 

according to a sequence of parties, which had been circulated to members.  Motions and 

statements would also be scheduled during the current term.  In response to Mr Julius, 

he indicated that dates for questions to the President had not yet been received from the 

Office of Leader of Government Business.   
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9.  Announcements 

 

There were no announcements. 

 

10. Closure 

 
The meeting adjourned at 09:36. 


