
 

 
9 October 2020 

 
Members of the Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services 
Parliament of the Republic of South Africa 
 
By email: Mr V Ramaano Gbvbills@parliament.gov.za 
 
 

Dear Honourable and Esteemed Members, 

 

Submission on three Gender-Based Violence Bills 

 

The International Women’s Forum of South Africa (“IWFSA”) is the South African chapter of the International 

Women’s Forum (“IWF”), a global organisation of over 7 000 pre-eminent women of significant and diverse 

achievement from across 36 nations and 6 continents.  IWFSA was established more than 19 years ago and its 

membership consists of women leaders and achievers drawn from heads of industry and state, artists and 

academics, thought leaders and decision makers. 

 

IWFSA hereby submits for your consideration written submissions in respect of the proposed amendments to the 

three draft Bills in respect of Gender-Based Violence (“GBV”) namely: 

 

(1) the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Related Matters) Amendment Bill; 

 

(2) the Domestic Violence Amendment Bill; and 

 

(3) the Criminal and Related Matters Amendment Bill. 

 

 

The IWFSA requests the opportunity to be heard and make oral submissions to the Portfolio Committee on Justice 

and Correctional Services in support of these written submissions.  

 

The IWFSA welcomes this opportunity as our members are committed to combatting GBV, femicide and violence 

against women and children. GBV is deep rooted in our society and is a profound and wide-spread problem in 

South Africa which is deeply entrenched in institutions, cultures and tradition. One must also not ignore institutional 

violence which can be seen on social, political and economic platforms. In addition, IWFSA is fully committed to the 

economic empowerment of women. 

 

IWFSA supports Government’s decision not only to improve current legislation as incorporated in the three proposed 

Amendment Bills but also its commitment to education, enforcement of the law and increased resources. A strong 
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legal framework must be supported by the implementation and execution of the law failing which it will have no 

teeth as violence will continue to be endemic. We are committed to a collaborative approach in working with 

Government and all stakeholders to intensify and expedite efforts to eliminate such violence that perpetuates our 

country.  

 

GBV is a profound human rights violation and has significant economic consequences.  South Africa has a strong 

legislative framework, however the IWFSA welcomes Government’s and all stakeholders’ commitments and 

recognition of the magnitude, prevalence and impact of GBV and applauds Government’s declaration that GBV 

is a national crisis. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Irene Charnley 

President IWFSA 
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