MEDIA STATEMENT
                  
JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE WELCOMES PARLIAMENT’S FOURTH QUARTER REPORT
 
Parliament, Thursday, 28 May 2020 – The Joint Standing Committee on the Financial Management of Parliament has welcomed a presentation of Parliament’s 4th quarter report, in which Parliament managed to achieve 13 of the 15 performance indicators that were applicable targets in the quarter under review. An amount of R513, 649 million was spent out of the 4th quarter budget of R603, 249 million.
 
The committee impressed upon the management of Parliament to fill vacant positions in order to address the under spending, and that they should strengthen engagements with the National Treasury for additional funding that will enable parties represented in Parliament to effectively conduct constituency work.
 
The Co-Chairperson of the committee, Ms Peace Mabe, congratulated Parliament for hosting the first successful hybrid sitting of the National Assembly (NA) on 27 May 2020, wherein 250 members connected through the virtual platform and 47 attended in the NA Chamber in Cape Town.

She further acknowledged the successful hosting of 200 virtual committee meetings, since mid-April. Ms Mabe is of the view that all the virtual meetings are in line with the strategic objective of the 6th Parliament to strengthen oversight and accountability.
 
The committee encouraged management of Parliament to explore alternative measuring techniques to correctly gauge the size of the population that is aware of the business of Parliament.

Ms Mabe said: “It cannot be correct that our people should only rely on a pay television to follow the business of Parliament. The public broadcaster must also be utilised, because of its accessibility to the majority of South Africans.”
 
She explained further that other alternative platforms should also be explored, including community radio stations and the print media.
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