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1.  Opening  

 
The Speaker opened the meeting at 08:34 and welcomed all members. 

 

2. Apologies 

 
Apologies were received from the Deputy Speaker Mr S L Tsenoli.   

 

3. Consideration of draft agenda 

 
The draft agenda was adopted as proposed. 

 

4.    Consideration of minutes of meeting of 14 May2020 

 
On the proposal of the Chief Whip of the Opposition, seconded by the Chief Whip of the 

Majority Party, the minutes of 14 Maywere adopted. 

 

5.   Matters arising 

 
Mr Singh asked if there was an update on the request for extension ofthedeadline for 

reporting by the Ad Hoc Committee to initiate and introduce legislation amending Section 

25 of the Constitutionby 29 May 2020, and suggested that a motion for its extension 

could also be scheduled for consideration during the question session on 27 May.  Mr 

Xaso explained that should a motion to extend the deadline of the ad hoc committee not 

be moved on Wednesday, 27 May, an alternative would be for the committee to be re-

established by the Assembly at a later date, with the same mandate and 

composition.House Chairperson Mr Frolick clarified that the ad hoc committee could not 

meet during the lockdown period,but that it was currently scheduled to meet on Monday, 

25 May to consider its programme going forward. 

 
In response to Mrs Mkhaliphi on whether a confirmation had been received from the 

Executive that they would be present in the sitting on 27 May, the Speaker indicated that 

she had not been advised otherwise and indicated that the Office of the Leader of 

Government Business had representation on the Programme Committee where the 

decision was taken.The Chief Whip of the Opposition asked if the time allocated to the 

question session on 27 May would be extended, considering that two clusters were 

scheduled for that day.  The Chief Whip of the Majority Party proposed that the three 

hour time allocated, as per the previous resolution of the Programme Committee,be 

adhered to and that in future consideration could be given to extend the time,if 

necessary, when two clusters are combined.  
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Mr Singh reiterated that it was critical that the process for filling of a vacancy in the 

Office of the Auditor-General be set up as soon as possible in order for the new 

incumbent to take over in December 2020. The Speaker indicated that the process of 

appointing the Committee was being processed. This would require a resolution of the 

House and political parties would then indicate who would serve on the committee. 

 
Mr Swart advised that the Office of the Chief Justice had indicated that the Chief Justice 

might be available to meet with the Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional 

Services.He said that such a meeting could enable the Speaker to engage the Chief 

Justice on the challenges with regards to theoffsetting ofConstitutional Court deadlines 

as was previously raised in the meeting.  House Chairperson Mr Frolick advised that the 

Chairperson of the committee was in the process of writing to the Speaker regarding the 

meeting.   

 

House Chairperson Mr Frolickpresented a proposal on the process for finalisation of the  

Appropriation Bill which he had circulated to the whippery the previous day.  He indicated that 

following consultationswith presidingofficers, they were of the view that mini-plenary 

sessionsshould not be held this time, and that considerationrather be given to acomprehensive 

First Readingdebate onthe Appropriation Bill as soon as possible.The conclusion of 

parliamentary processes on the Appropriation Bill would enable the Minister of Finance to table 

the Adjustments Appropriation Bill, which would address thefinancial challenges posed bythe 

Covid-19 virus. 

 

House Chairperson Mr Frolick indicated that committees were almost donewith their 

deliberations  

onthe budget votes within their portfolios.  He said that a virtual sitting could be heldand the First 

Reading debateon the Appropriation Bill be considered for 90 minutes, which couldbe expanded 

if necessary.This would be followed by declarations on each votecontained in the schedule 

witha global time allocation of 200 minutes.The Bill would then be putfor Second Reading 

withoutfurther debate.The National Council ofProvinces (NCOP) had alsobeenconsulted on the 

matter and that the same procedure would be followedin that House with no policy debates 

being scheduled. 

 
The breakdown for the time allocation was proposedas follows: 

 

 

First Reading debate on the 

Appropriation Bill (90 minutes) 

Declarations on Votes and 

Schedule to the 
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Appropriation Bill for 200 

minutes 

ANC 29 ANC 50 

DA 10 DA 23 

EFF 6 EFF 15 

IFP 4 IFP 11 

FF Plus 4 FF Plus 11 

Smaller Parties 3 x9 Smaller Parties 10 x9 

Minister/Deputy 

Minister 

10   

Total Time 

Allocation 

90 Total Time 

Allocation 

200 

 

The Chief Whip of the Opposition supported the proposal but requested that mini-

plenaries on the adjusted budget be scheduledat the right time.Mr Singh suggested 

consideration could be given to allowing two minutes per party for declarations on each 

vote.  It was, however, pointed out that such an allocation would not be manageable from 

a time perspective given the number of votes to be considered and the allocation of two 

minutes to each political party for each vote under consideration.It was AGREED that 

there would be no mini-plenaries, but that comprehensive deliberations on the adjusted 

budget would be undertaken.  The administration would also work on a revised global 

time allocation for the First Reading debate on the Appropriation Bill for consideration in 

the next meeting of the Chief Whips’ Forum (CWF).  House Chairperson Mr Frolick also 

informed the meeting that, once the Adjustments Appropriation Bill had been tabled, 

departmental strategic plans and annual performance plans may need to be updated.  A 

proposal on having mini-plenaries on those respective votes would also be considered. 

 
The Speaker announced that, for the time being, the sitting on 27 May would be on the 

Zoom platform as it was able to accommodate a larger number of participants.  Dr 

Mulder proposed that consideration be given for the sitting in the Chamber to start with 

50 people so that the administration was able to prepare around that.Mr Julius suggested 

that 100 members could be considered as a public demonstration of the commitment of 

members.  Mrs Mkhaliphi stated that the challenges posed by the restrictions for 

travelling and the availability of members called for theconsideration of a different 

approach.Ms Menteargued that a sitting could be arranged in the interimto take place in 
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Pretoria,which was central for all members, as Cape Town was regarded the epicenter of 

the Covid-19 viruswith the infection rate currently on the rise.  She indicated that the EFF 

had addressed a letter to the Speaker making a proposal to that effect. Mr Shivambu 

also cited that the Powers and Privileges Act empowered the Speaker to declare any part 

of the country as a seat of Parliament and requested that the issue of temporary 

relocation to Gauteng as an option be considered, in consultation with the Department of 

Public Works and Infrastructure, instead of only focusing on Cape Town during this 

period of travel restrictions.  Mr Swart indicated that it was unfortunate that the idea of 

meeting elsewhere only came to the fore now, after deliberations on the matter had been 

taking place for some time. 

 
The Speaker pointed out that she had not received any correspondence from the EFF in 

respect of relocating Parliament to Pretoria.  She reminded members that regulations 

under theDisaster Management Act were still in force and requested them to observe 

what other countries do when facing a similar situation,namelythat people needed to be 

put first.She emphasised that as a presiding officer she would not force any member to 

attend the sitting physically if that would place them at risk.  She requested members 

who would be available to attend to indicate through their parties so that the 

administration could put the necessary arrangements in place.  It was indicated that the 

chamber had the capacity to accommodate a limited number of members, to ensure the 

required social distancing.With regard to restrictions on inter-provincial movement, 

Parliament was awaiting a response from the Covid-19 National Command Council on 

whether Members of Parliament were allowed to conduct their normal business around 

the country.  She further indicated thatParliament was also seeking legal advice on the 

matter as she was of the view that it would not be appropriate to give an impression that 

members should be treated differently from the general public. Parliament should 

therefore resume its business incrementally, in line with the operational plan of the 

institution.  If Parliament needed to relocate temporarily to a particular area as per the 

views advanced by the EFF, such a decision would be considered and communicated 

once all issues had been taken into consideration.  For the time being,she appealed to 

members,all must display some form of unity around holding the Executive to account as 

the Covid-19 virus remained a problem for South Africa as a whole.  

 
It was AGREEDthat Parties would submit names for supplementary questions, their 

language interpretation requirements and names of members who would be attending the 

sitting. 

 

6.   Report by Committee Section 

 
Adv Tau presented a report on matters before committees and highlighted the following: 
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The Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services would be receiving briefing on 

the Treaty between the Republic of South Africa and the United Mexican States on Mutual 

Legal Assistance in Criminal MattersandTreaty between the Republic of South Africa and the 

United Mexican States on Extradition on 29 May.  The Committee had also revised its 

programme and would now consider the following Bills in the next term: 

 International Crimes Bill; 

 State Liability Amendment Bill; and  

 Prevention of Hate Crimes and Hate Speech Bill. 

On statutory appointments, the Portfolio Committee on Communications would be conducting 

interviews for the filling of vacancies in the Media and Development Diversity Board (MDDA) 

on 26 - 29 May. 

 

7.   Report by Bills Office 

 
Mr Bell indicated that a report on Bills had been circulated.  He indicated that the Bills Office 

was also involved in in putting together and disseminating the Announcements, Tablings and 

Committee Report document on a daily basis and that it was important that this reached as 

many stakeholders as possible. 

 

8.Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 

 
The Programming Whippresented the draft Parliamentary Programme for the Second 

Term and announced that a debate on Africa Day was scheduled for consideration in the 

Pan-African Parliament on Monday, 25 May.  Committees would continue to meet 

virtually in the following week to continue with oversight on Covid-19 matters and receive 

briefings on departmental strategic plans. 

 
On Wednesday, 27 May, a virtual session on questions to the Social Services and 

Governance clusters was scheduled. 

The Programming Whip also indicated that a debate on Youth Day and questions to the 

Deputy President were proposed for 17 and 24 June, respectively.  Mr Julius requested that in 

future the committee be provided with evidence of the consultation that took place around 

scheduling of questions to the President and the Deputy Presidentas their availability 

continued to be a challenge.  Mrs Mkhaliphi, supported by Ms Ntlangwini, pointed out that the 

appearance of the Presidency for questions was in line with the rules which had to be enforced 

and that it was the role of parliamentary counsellors to assist in the matter.  The Parliamentary 

Counsellor to the Deputy President indicated that dates for questions to the Deputy President 
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and the President were finalised at the beginning of the year but had to be changed due to the 

lockdown, but that new dates would be confirmed in the following week.It was AGREED that in 

future questions to the Presidency would only be reflected in the programme once the Speaker 

had been furnished with a letter confirming the dates.  

Ms Ntlangwini expressed concern that the Portfolio Committee on International Relations had 

not met since March.  House Chairperson Mr Frolick advised that the committee was 

scheduled to meet that evening.   

 

9.  Announcements 

   

The Speaker urged members to keep safe within their communities. 

 

10. Closure 

 
The meeting adjourned at 10:04. 


