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List of Questions from the Portfolio Committee on Defence and Military Veterans

Department of Defence
1. The Department should brief the Committee on its internal measures to ensure that its departmental staff and SANDF members are protected from Covid-19 pandemic while discharging their duties.
2. The DOD should advise the Committee on the effect of the Covid-19 pandemic on its Regional peace keeping efforts.
3. The Committee requests the DOD to brief it on plans to contain its spending on Compensation of Employees. This was raised previously as a major concern by the Committee and will likely result in renewed irregular expenditure if not contained.

4. Related to cost-saving, what practical steps will the DOD take to ensure Force Rejuvenation as noted in the Ministerial MTEF priorities? (Measurable indicators should be provided which the Committee can conduct oversight of).

5. The DOD intends on raising R3 billion over the MTEF through the sale and leasing of redundant assets and equipment. How will this process unfold? Will Armscor manage the process? Which state institutions (other than parliament) will audit and oversee this fundraising process?

6. The Committee requests the DOD to brief it on is contribution to the National Development Agenda.
7. The DOD should explain the relatively high cost of the Ministry in the Department (compared to other Departments) as found by the Fiscal Cliff Study Group.

8. How will funds for capital acquisition be allocated over the MTEF? Given that the Special Defence Account (SDA) will see its transfer reduced from R5.353 billion in 2020/21 to R1.407 billion in 2022/23, will capital acquisition funds be reflected elsewhere as the SDA will be phased out?
9. The DOD should advise as to whether there are any plans to increase the strength of the Land Border Patrol. The DOD should also explain how the additional R225 million set aside for border control by National Treasury over the MTEF will be utilised?

10. The Department is requested to brief the Committee on the recently installed fence on our northern borderline by the Department of Public Works, in as far as it pertains to the role of the DOD in this regard.

11. Are there funds allocated to provide midlife upgrades for (1) the SA Navy Frigates, (2) the SA Navy submarines and (3) the Gripen fleet? How much was transferred to the various programmes for these purposes and what are the timeframes?

12. The Department should appraise the Committee of the level of preparedness regarding its air lift capability given the two recent accidents involving the C-130 aircraft at Goma in the DRC and Air Force Base Waterkloof, respectively. 

13. The Committee requests explanations on the following increases/decreases in the economic classifications of the various programmes of the DOD (Figures from the Estimates of National Expenditure):

a. Programme 1: Property payments increased from R976.5 million in 2018/19 to R1.184 billion in 2020/21
b. Programme 3: The allocation for Food and Food supplies increases from R652.2 million in 2019/20 to R742.9 million in 2020/21. This item is expected to rise by 15.2% over the medium-term.
c. Programme 3: The allocation for Travel and subsistence increases from R342 million in 2019/20 to R439.1 million in 2020/21.
d. Programme 3:Fuel, oil and gas decreases from R244.2 million to R138.2 million – How will this impact SA Army operaitons?

e. Programme 4: The allocation for Food and food supplies increases from R15.9 million in 2019/20 to R100.1 million in 2020/21. 

f. Programme 5: The allocation for Fuel, oil and gas decreases from R97.5 million in 2019/20 to R45.4 million in 2020/21. How will this impact SA Navy Operations?

g. Programme 6: The allocation for Agency and support/outsourced services decreases from R428.2 million in 2019/20 to R261.7 million in 2020/21. How will this ensure outsources srvices are provided where SAMHS cannot?
h. Programme 7: How will the additional R167 million allocated to Defence Intelligence for 2020/21 be utilised?

i. Programme 8: The allocation for Property payments increases from R252 million in 2019/20 to R341.7 million in 2020/21.
14. In Programme 6, why target for the ‘availability of medical stock’ considered classified? Members of the PCDMV have raised this as a major concern in the past. Reasons for the classification of this target should be provided as it does not relate to any operational concerns.
Department of Military Veterans

1. What are the budgetary implications of the measures that the DMV has put in place in order to combat the Covid-19 pandemic?
2. What kind of assistance is the DMV providing or considering providing to military veterans and their dependents within the confines of the defined benefits in terms of Section 5 of the Military Veterans Act (No 18 of 2011) and its resource allocation, especially as it pertains to the Covid-19 pandemic? 
3. What kind of measures have the DMV put in place internally, for instance temperature testing, stringent hygiene, sanitising protocols, the use of masks etc, to address the COVID-19 virus and are these deemed to be effective enough?
4. The DMV should indicate when it will finalise the amendments to the Military Veterans Act as this has been a pressing matter for at least the past four years.

5. Various institutional policies are listed on page 16 of the Strategic Plan but it should be indicated which one are approved and which ones are being revised and what are the timelines to finalise these?
6. While reference is made to the Subsidised Public Transport Policy this benefit has not yet been delivered to military veterans. What exactly are the challenges in this regard as this has been a concern since the act and the regulations have been passed. 

7. The Department states that it does not have any relevant court ruling. The DMV is asked to provide an update on the case involving Zeal Health who have instituted a claim of R198.15 million against the department.
8. The Committee requests the age distribution of the military veterans as this can assist in planning as well as indicating where the main focus of the department should be.
9. The finalisation of the National Database has been a critical issue for years. The Defence Committees have set deadlines with regard to the Database, and the Portfolio Committee should be given an update in this regard.

10. The Committee would like to be briefed on the implementation of the recommendations of the Skills Audit.
11. The Department should provide the Committee with reasons why it is struggling to fill vacancies in especially the top echelon of the Department.

12. The underperformance and underspending of the Department are concerning and the Committee would like the Department to brief it on the main reasons for these challenges. 
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