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ISAAC SELLO SEITLHOLO  MP

TEL:  021 403 2053;    CELL: 066 079 3648;   E-MAIL: sellos@da.org.za 
Date
:
09 March 2020
To
:
The Chairperson 



Portfolio Committee on South African Police

From
:
Kokomeng Residence and neighboring villages 

Subject
:
Re-opening of Kokomeng Police Station 

Introduction 
Our submission for lobbying government to direct efforts and funds from our rather hard pressed fiscus towards the reconstruction and rekindling of former Kokomeng satellite police station is not only underpinned by sheer reverence for human rights - inter alia, the right to personal safety as enshrined in the constitution, but its further underscored by the heart-rending plight of multitudes residing in Greater Taung’s Ba-Ga Maidi that as of 2014 have hitherto been laid to siege by rampant criminality owing to police services that inexplicably and abruptly ceased to exist. 

Though already dysfunctional at the time, the satellite police station in question got burned down during service delivery protests in 2018 - according to the community. Prior to the station’s vandalism, the community was already besieged by criminality amidst enumerate complaints about the satellite‘s virtual dysfunctionality. It was said to open for service to the public on a periodic basis for indecipherable number of hours in a day, a predicament further exacerbated by acute lack of resources – human and otherwise. 

Demographical Imperatives 
Ba-Ga-Maidi has been part of Greater Taung since 1883. The area stretches about 483.38 square kilometres and comprises 12 villages. According to population census of 2001, the area boasted a population of 26,424. Considering North West provincial population growth rate averaging 1.64 % per annum, which is also largely consistent with national average trends, we are surely looking at a population size further north of the said figure to date. Such a population size undoubtedly warrants a fully-fledged and dedicated police station that is sufficiently resourced to enable police combat the scourge of crime plaguing this helpless community.
Socio-Economic Imperatives
Lack of industry within Ba-Ga-Maidi contributes to large scale disempowerment and economic exclusion that has left many residents particularly youth, without access to opportunities for improving their lives - including proper education and access to employment. This limits choice and could be cited a contributing factor in decisions and social motivations to turn to crime. 

The dire economic circumstances constitutes a vicious circle in that unemployment contributes to poverty, poverty contributes to crime whilst the same poverty leads to victims of crime not affording to travel to Taung to report criminality. A fully-fledged and dedicated Kokomeng Police Station is therefore absolutely indispensable if police are to free this helpless community from the clutches of crime. 

Statistical Dimensions 
According to the Victims of Crime Survey published by Statistics South Africa in 2012, more than 1 in 3 households avoid going into open spaces unaccompanied for fear of crime. Almost 1 in 4 households would not allow their children to play unsupervised by an older person or play freely in their area. Only 14% of households felt safe to walk around in their area in the dark. Every year, more than 2 million individuals fall victim to crime. In the five years since 2007, South Africa experienced 85 018 reported murders, 333 374 reported sexual offences, 556 125 reported aggravated robberies. 

Unfortunately, the opposite cannot be said about Ba-Ga-Maidi. These horrific statistics echo and resonate to a great extent the plight afflicting Batlhaping Baga-Maidi. Even worse, a concerning number of crimes committed in this area go unreported. When asked, some of the victims cite the more than 60 km distance they have to travel at own expense to Taung Police Station – the only police station that could possibly assist them. Even worse, Taung Police Station is often said to suffer shortage of police vehicles, a matter rendering police unable to assist people of the far flung Ba-Ga-Maidi.
Conclusion
The web of terror that crime throws over these communities is so traumatic and far-reaching that it poisons their psyche. The most vulnerable members of these communities namely, women and children continue to bear the most brunt of the rampant crime.  

Batlhaping Baga-Maidi do not have to accept crime as an unavoidable part of their lives. Criminal activity cannot be allowed to continue tearing apart the very fabric of their communities. Kokomeng Police Station must therefore be re-opened as a matter of urgency.
Yours Sincerely 
Isaac Sello Seitlholo

Member of the Portfolio Committee on Transport – Democratic Alliance 

