           [image: image1.jpg]Parliamentarians for Global Action

) Parlamentarios para la Accion Global

T

] Action Mondiale des Parlementaires

alladl & il Jal ¢ra ¢y gailal o




PGA SUMMARY
Parliamentarians for Global Action (PGA) is the largest non-governmental, multi-party international network of individual legislators with approximately 1,300 members in 136 parliaments around the world. This global network of parliamentarians acting in their individual capacity is supported by a PGA National Group structure in parliaments, which creates sustainability and ownership of issues at the national level, and by a Secretariat with relevant expertise. PGA is in general consultative status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations with headquarters in New York; its office in The Hague, Netherlands fosters cooperation with The Hague-based International Organizations, including the ICC. 

VISION
To contribute to the creation of a rules-based international order for a more equitable, safe and democratic world.
MISSION 
PGA, a non-governmental, multi-party, international network of legislators acting in their individual capacity, informs and mobilizes parliamentarians in all regions of the world to advocate for human rights and the Rule of Law, democracy, human security, inclusion and gender equality.
PGA’s Theory of Change
Members of Parliament (MPs) have a key role to play in national and global efforts to promote and protect human rights, democracy, peace and sustainable development: in their capacity as lawmakers, in their Government-oversight functions, and as democratically-elected representatives of the people who play important leadership roles in their communities.

PGA is a membership-based organization governed by Parliamentarians in which they freely decide to select, develop and undertake an action or a campaign. PGA Members are current MPs in government and opposition from countries where the parliament has true legitimacy and authority or it is undergoing a transition or from countries in which Lawmakers are struggling to promote democratic principles and restore the constitutional order.
By using a peer-to-peer methodology and country-specific strategies, the PGA Secretariat and leading members work together to educate, sensitize, build the technical capacity and strengthen the political will of parliamentarians in order to take ownership, concrete initiatives and legislative actions to achieve results on PGA’s campaign objectives. PGA works with individual parliamentarians in their national contexts and parliaments, and then leverages that capacity with international networking. 

In defining the thematic targets and geographic scope of PGA’s actions, a number of factors are considered, namely: the political will and preferences of member-parliamentarians; an objective prognosis on effectiveness, bearing in mind the relevant risks and opportunities; an analysis of country situations, with specific reference to needs-assessments and the existence of political will, technical capacity and geo-strategic challenges to address a given problem; and the potential of partnerships with funders, civil society and other stakeholders, without which the action of PGA may not be feasible or sustainable. Progress on achieving Campaign objectives is context-specific with country-level indicators and is monitored and evaluated by PGA Board member-parliamentarians.
PGA directly contributes to the creation of political will of MPs to take concrete action. PGA undertakes activities, such as convening national and regional parliamentary workshops and providing follow-up technical assistance to MPs, resulting in the targeted MPs having capacity, knowledge and awareness of a Campaign issue (PGA uses the OECD/DAC terminology in all campaigns: Input, Activity, Output, (Intermediary Outcome), Outcome and Impact), which in turn leads to targeted MPs having the political will to take action; concrete actions may include posing a question to the Executive, introducing a bill, meeting and partnering with local civil society, etc. (Intermediary outcome).

PGA contributes to creating an enabling environment for positive changes, especially through activities that facilitate connections between civil society and parliamentarians, as well as building bridges between domestic and international policy-makers and stakeholders. While many other factors can intervene along the way, the goal of PGA’s actions is to contribute to the Parliament passing new/amended legislation (or repealing discriminatory or unjust laws), and states ratifying and implementing international treaties (Outcome). At times, a PGA campaign may contribute to bringing about new or revised policies and standards at the international and regional level, given that no global problem may be sufficiently addressed through national or local action (Outcome).

The impact of PGA’s work relies on the commitment of parliamentarians to advocating for prevention of, and accountability for, human rights violations, in turn contributing to the reinforcement of the Rule of Law both at the international level and within national systems. It is the very active engagement of committed Members that enables PGA to be effective in its Campaigns. Qualitative engagement by MPs in the legislative process or in the oversight function performed by parliament vis-à-vis the Executive can, in turn, contribute to the strengthening of parliaments as such and of the principle of separation of powers and other constitutional principles that underpin the Rule of Law. 

While promoting the realization of this human rights-centred concept of Rule of Law through its vision, mission statement and strategic plan, parliamentarians engaged by PGA are empowered to better perform their constitutional prerogatives as lawmakers, policy-makers and defenders of democratic institutions.
Programmes and Campaigns
International Law and Human Rights Programme

· Campaign for the Rome Statute of the ICC: This campaign aims to promote the universalization of the Rome Statute and effective operation of the International Criminal Court (ICC). It seeks to contribute to ending impunity for the commission of international crimes by advancing access to justice for victims through the universal ratification and effective implementation of the Rome Statute and Kampala Amendments in national jurisdictions.
PGA has contributed to the ratification of 78 out of 124 State Parties to the Rome Statute and its domestic implementation in 36 countries. PGA’s Consultative Assembly of Parliamentarians for the International Criminal Court and the Rule of Law (CAP-ICC) is the largest gathering of parliamentarians on this issue. Due to this campaign, PGA is widely recognized as the parliamentary network that works in international justice. (http://www.pgaction.org/campaigns/icc/)
· Campaign for the Abolition of the Death Penalty: This campaign seeks to support, enhance and maximize the impact of the individual initiatives of parliamentarians worldwide on the abolition of the death penalty, as well as to launch and coordinate targeted actions in selected countries by raising the awareness of parliamentarians, strengthening political will and providing technical assistance for parliamentary initiatives. PGA’s campaign focuses not only on furthering the abolitionist vision, by reducing the scope of use of capital punishment, abolishing it altogether and widening the support to international instruments on abolition (like the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights or ICCPR-OP2), but also on ensuring that abolitionist countries which apply a moratorium do not reintroduce capital punishment in their criminal laws or resume executions.
Parliamentarians are sensitised about issues related to the use of capital punishment, including by giving them the opportunity and fora to meet with experts, civil society experts, death row survivors or relatives, etc. They are empowered to both take action through their legislative prerogatives and political power, and to act as leaders of opinion by raising awareness with their constituents. PGA MPs have worked towards abolition in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, CAR, DRC, Ghana, Guinea, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Kenya, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippines, South Korea, Suriname, Togo, and Tanzania. (https://www.pgaction.org/campaigns/adp/)
· Campaign for Protection of the Oceans and Implementation of SDG 14: This campaign aims to end impunity for crimes committed on and against the world’s oceans and their related human rights violations through ratification and implementation of international treaties to End Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported (IUU) Fishing. The Campaign also seeks to create effective national legal structures for promoting a Sustainable Small-scale Fishing (SSF) Industry. (http://www.pgaction.org/campaigns/protection-of-the-ocean.html) 
Gender, Equality and Inclusion Programme
· Campaign to End Discrimination based on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity (SOGI): This campaign seeks to mobilize parliamentarians as human rights champions, taking action to guarantee that all individuals have equal value, live with dignity, and are able to achieve their highest potential free from all forms of violence and discrimination, including on the basis of sexual orientation, gender identity and expression and sex characteristics (SOGI).


PGA has sensitized and engaged 200+ parliamentarians from over 30 countries around the world and facilitated meaningful interactions with representatives of the LGBTI community in Africa, Asia, and Latin America and the Caribbean. Additionally, it has contributed to legislative reforms and decriminalization in Bolivia, El Salvador, Mozambique, Nepal and the Republic of the Seychelles, among other countries. In collaboration with the UN Development Programme, PGA published Advancing the Human Rights and Inclusion of LGBTI People: A Handbook for Parliamentarians. PGA has also launched an LGBTI Inclusion Site (www.pgaction.org/inclusion) with tools designed to assist parliamentarians and other relevant stakeholders to better understand their role in ensuring equality and non-discrimination of all individuals. (http://www.pgaction.org/campaigns/sogi.html)

· Campaign to End Child, Early and Forced Marriage (CEFM): This campaign seeks to end child, early and forced marriage (CEFM) by providing tools to parliamentarians to assert the primacy of national legislation over religious and customary laws; establish 18 years as the minimum age for legal marriage; reaffirm civil registration for births and marriages, health and education systems; and guarantee the enjoyment of sexual and reproductive health and rights, property rights, and access to justice for all girls and women.

PGA has contributed to the reforms of civil and family codes in Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Malawi and Trinidad and Tobago, raising the minimum marriage age for boys and girls up to 18 years and nullifying the exceptions that allowed marriage prior to this age. The PGA Global Parliamentary Declaration to End Child Marriage has secured commitments from 774 MPs from 80 countries around the world in support of SDG 5 on achieving gender equality and empowering all women and girls, particularly its target 5.3 on ending all harmful practices such as child, early and forced marriage by 2030. (http://www.pgaction.org/campaigns/cefm.html) 
International Peace and Security Programme
· Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) and United Nations Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1540 Campaign: This campaign seeks to contribute to a reduction in the threat posed by, as well as proliferation of, biological weapons and other weapons of mass destruction (WMDs). The PGA BWC Campaign’s goals entail both universality and implementation of the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) and full implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004) and 2325 (2016), which expressly recognizes the key role of parliamentarians.
PGA has contributed to the ratification of the BWC by Nepal, Liberia, Samoa, and, soon, by Tanzania and the Central African Republic. PGA has also played an important role in presenting the first National Report of Guinea-Bissau to the UNSC 1540 Committee. In Latin America, Africa and the Asia-Pacific region, PGA has increased the political will of parliamentarians in favour of the ratification and implementation of the BWC. In the Dominican Republic, this led to the presentation of its first Declaration of Confidence Building Measures (CBM) with respect to the BWC. (http://www.pgaction.org/campaigns/bwc.html)
· Small Arms and Light Weapons and Arms Trade Treaty Campaign: This campaign seeks to contribute to a worldwide reduction in armed violence, and the threat of armed violence, as a result of consequential steps taken to address the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons (SALW) and, more broadly, to promote the universality and implementation of the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). This aim is based on the clear links that exist between the regulation of SALW and peace and security, on the one hand, and sustainable development, on the other hand. This campaign specifically works toward SDG 16 on peace, justice and strong institutions, especially in the context of Target 16.4 and Indicator 16.4.2 on reducing illicit financial and arms flows, as well as SDG 11 on making cities, inter alia, safe.
PGA significantly contributed to moving the ATT signature process forward in 44 of the 130 UN member states that signed the ATT before its entry into force; and the ratification process in 45 of the 100 UN member states that have ratified the ATT to date. (http://www.pgaction.org/campaigns/arms-trade-treaty.html)  
Core Campaign 
· Campaign for Democratic Renewal and Human Rights (in development):  PGA’s newest campaign will contribute directly to PGA’s vision by 1) promoting norms, regulations and best practices reinforcing and protecting civil and political democratic space; and 2) protecting the human rights of democracy activists, especially parliamentarians in opposition, women in politics, minorities and vulnerable groups. Approved under the newly-adopted 2019-2021 Strategic Plan, this campaign will promote legislative initiatives and other actions to protect democracy and political inclusion, human rights, freedom of association, and the ability of civil society organisations to operate in a free, open, independent and effective manner. (https://www.pgaction.org/campaigns/drhr/) 
PGA’s Annual Forum 
All PGA members are invited to attend the Annual Forum each year, which has been hosted by National Parliaments since 2000. At these fora, PGA members have the opportunity to discuss pressing issues not only with members from around the world but also with parliamentarians who are not members and high-level government and intergovernmental officials and experts, whom they may not have ever met otherwise.

Every two years, the Annual Forum has been held as part of the biennial Consultative Assembly of Parliaments for the International Criminal Court and the Rule of Law (CAP-ICC), the major event of the International Law and Human Rights Programme and the only parliamentary meeting entirely dedicated to the fight against impunity for international crimes and access to justice for victims. In 2018, the 10th CAP-ICC and 40th Annual Forum was hosted in the Parliament of Ukraine in Kyiv. In 2019, the Annual Forum will be hosted by the Parliament of Cape Verde on the theme of: The Role of Parliamentarians in the implementation of SDGs 16 and 14: Promoting democratic renewal and inclusion, safeguarding human rights, and protecting the oceans.
PGA Partners and Donors
CORE DONORS

Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida)
Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Stewart R. Mott Foundation


DONORS TO PGA CAMPAIGNS AND PROGRAMMES

International Organizations:

-European Union / European Commission
-UN Trust Facility Supporting Cooperation on Arms Regulation (UNSCAR)


Governments:

-Global Affairs Canada
-Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Estonia
-Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands
-Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Norway
-Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland
-Permanent Mission of Liechtenstein to the UN
-United States Department of State (Global Equality Fund)



Foundations and other Private Entities:

-Arcus Foundation
-CRDF Global
-Oak Foundation
-Open Society Foundations
-Planethood Foundation 

-Raymond & Elizabeth Bloch Charitable and Education Foundation

-The Sigrid Rausing Trust
-Pew Charitable Trusts
