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Dear  Ms Shereen Cassiem
                                             
                        RE INDABA ON SOCIAL ILLS AND MORAL DECAY

Please find our comments on the above issue. We hope that they will be presented on our behalf.

 The role of churches in addressing social ills and moral decay in our society.
 What is the Religious sector doing to address these social ills?
 Why is the church no longer seemingly at the forefront of upholding moral integrity 

in society

The churches collectively and individually play a great role in realizing the above point.

INDIVIDUALLY: Every Sunday, on special occasions e.g.  Easter celebrations and on their 
cultural ceremonies, do preach good morals.
Besides preaching, they perform special rituals e.g. sacrificial burning rituals to enlist divine 
intervention.

JOINTLY/COLLECTIVELY: Including above efforts, the churches that practice the same belief 
e.g. Apostolic/ Zion churches have partnership agreements in which they regularly meet in services
to pray for divine intervention. On Thursday, there are Women/female and girls prayer services 
(Merapelo ya bo Mme).  Here is also where older women and parents teach, admonish and report 
good and bad morals i.e. should female gender report ill treatment by boys and males, joint 
decision and action to address that is taken.  

 RELIGIOUS SECTOR CONTRIBUTION:

The religious sector has formed joint structures like the Ministers Fraternal.
Moral Regeneration Movement structures are being revived in effort to address this issue.

 Why is the church no longer seemingly at the forefront of upholding moral integrity 
in society?

It is very difficult for the church to be in the forefront because:

 Since after 1994 the churches have reneged on their responsibilities like the Trade Unions.
Politics and the politicians have taken over their responsibilities. We now see the church 
leaders and members in their churches regalia, rallying and marching in favor of the 
political leaders. This against some political leaders.

 The political parties especially the governing party, have divided the churches, supporting 
some and ignoring if not sidelining the others. E.g. they support the charismatic and the 
previously regarded as the law churches (di Kereke tsa Molao) against the Apostolic/Zion 
churches. Meaning they are biased when coming to financial support and issuing of the 
church sites.
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 The politicians entice the churches with money in the name of votes and support.

 Because of this biasness, the charismatic churches act as superior in the joint structures and
treat other churches as inferior. The politicians align themselves with the leadership of the 
charismatic churches in expectation of being voted for (the meeting are literally told to 
support the ruling party). This makes it difficult to differentiate between the political 
meetings and the church meetings. NB: This does not only happen to the ruling party, it 
only manifests itself more because it holds power and has resources.

 The women’s leagues have taken over the family rights. 

 The “white” churches also have not abandoned their sermons of division and race because 
of sheer greediness and not wanting to share and because of fear; partly because the politics
have gone south (the politicians themselves are confused).

GOVERNMENT AND ITS POLICIES:

Our government is VERY MUCH CONFUSED AND POWER HUNGRY. As a result, they
introduce difficult and dividing policies for the churches to implement. The churches 
MUST support and respect the government. they MUST teach respect and support and 
upholding of the law of the country. The church must NOT and should NOT support the 
political party or parties. That is their religious obligation.

 The Basic Human Rights are “harped” on but NO responsibilities are encouraged.

 Women have the Rights to refuse to sleep with their husbands (against God’s law).

 Women; Children; Youth; Animals etc.  wrights, but no parental; elderly; males and 
husbands rights. If there are any, NOTHING is said about them.

 The government has now lately introduced the new sex education in schools. This policy 
was discussed in the ANC offices in Gauteng. Why not through the church structures?

 There are the same sex marriages, the lesbians, the gay and now lately the trans gender. 
How on earth will the church be on the forefront of such laws?  What do the scriptures say 
about such rights and laws in line with the morals?

 Instead of the churches being given the platform with the government to discuss those 
issues, they are booed on. They are regarded as being full of hatred and against the law of 
love.

 The issue of government employees who are forced to solemnise the marriages of the same
sex applicants also goes against those employees rights of conscience, thus borders on 
contravention of the emloyees constitutional rights.

NB: The government is so afraid of losing power that it implements the laws that satisfy the 
majority, to the detriment of the entire country. It is so bent to please the “majority and democracy” 
to the decaying of the morals. 

Should the government sit with the churches, without classifying them and without looking at the so
called number of congregants, and discuss these matters with honesty, tolerance and empathy 
(sensitive as they are), we know that there will be solution.

Like we stated somewhere above, the church must support the government, this is God’s 
commandment. Jehovah God is The God of peace, love, harmony etc. The church MUST uphold 
those principles. By so doing and advising the government, teaching the community and assisting 



them to do so, the government will be in power until God decides otherwise, NOT the community 
and definitely NOT the churches.  
    
We therefore plead that the government give these moral issues enough time for discussion e.g. 
through national road shows. Also the churches on the farms and rural areas should be consulted 
broadly. It should not be politicised. There is definitely a middle space wherein the government 
political responsibility and the the churches Biblical, Religious and spiritual obligations can be 
addressed without antogonising or infringing on anybody’s rights and responsibilities.    

These are our humble comments and contributions. 
 

   


