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Dear  Ms Shereen Cassiem. 

 

In response to your following question / statements :- 

 

• The role of churches in addressing social ills and moral decay in our society; 

• What is the religious sector doing to address these social ills? 

• Why is the church no longer seemingly at the forefront of upholding moral 

 integrity in society? 

 

 

We as the Concerned Clergy Western Cape ( CCWC ) , representing a big part of the Cape  Metro’s church , 

do hereby submit  for your consideration the following :- 

 

Had the church not been at the forefront of checking moral decay, our society would have been far more 

dysfunctional than what it currently is. 

May we remind those who are not familiar with the history of mankind, that the levels of moral decay that is 

currently been witnessed in society is not a modern day phenomena. 

 

Moral depravity has been  the human condition  since its beginnings . 

The historical account of Adam and Eve dating back at least 5000 yrs, is one of preferring wrong over right . 

Not much further along in time , though mankind was only in the infant stages of its existence  our moral 

decay speedily regressed to the point that the earth needed to be cleansed from  wickedness though a global 

flood. The only spared humans, Noah and his family were then entrusted with the responsibility to start all 

over again. 

 

What we today witness as  moral  decay is therefore  not new .As  far back as 3000yrs the bible described 

“ the heart of man as being above all things most desperately wicked “ . 

Through the ages we have seen man commit all kinds of wickedness towards their fellow man. The abuse 

and oppression of the week , men abusing women and children, the rich abusing the poor, genocide, 

xenophobia etc…. has up to resent times been acceptable norms. 

  

 All along, in mans history, religion with its particular collection of commands,  has universally been 

instrumental in curbing mans natural inclination towards moral decay. 

In modern times we have witnessed the increase of liberalism and the secularization of society. 

 Its  intention being to systematically reduce  religions restraining influence in society.. This ongoing 

campaign by an  influential minority of wealthy liberals is being applauded as the removal of unwanted 

chains .We submit for your consideration that the consequence of this campaign is what we today see as 

rampant moral decay. 

 

As a body which represent  ministers of the church, we cannot speak for other religions, but what we can 

assuredly say is that the church of Jesus Christ is, as it has through out the centuries existed  to work with 

Christ Jesus for the purpose of “taking away the sins of the world “. 

We don't only exist to help free mankind from the crippling guilt of past sins but more so we exist to 

empower  mankind to overcome and live free from the human weaknesses that drives mankind to be morally 

depraved, hereby enabling personal and social  moral regeneration . 

As the church we call on government to resist the few voices in civil society which seeks to use the powers 

of state to frustrate religion, doing this to the detriment of an entire nation. 
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As the CCWC we want to assure government that the church in the Western Cape is busy to not only 

maintain our current influence as Salt and light in our society but also to increase our contribution to  work 

alongside  like minded institutions to address the various crises facing us as communities. 

In July of 2018, we officially committed to a mission  that seeks to gather the Metro church  to use its 

combined resources to address the crises facing us as a society . In order to be as inclusive as possible, we 

will be using the Metro’s municipal demarcations within which to execute this plan. 

 

 

This will include :- 

 

A.- Establishing a church leaders fraternal in each ot the metro’s 116 Wards. 

    - Each of the Wards will have a representative serving on one 24 SUBCOUCILS it falls under. 

    - A representative of each of the 24 subcouncils will serve on a METROPOLITAN MANAGEMENT  

COUNCIL that will oversee the implementation of our vision and mission . 

 

B. Throughout the three demarcation levels, starting at Ward level the church will seek to facilitate or 

support a multi stake holder community transformation engagement . 

 

A CCWC initiated project, called the RESURRECTION Project,  is currently being piloted in Ward 79 / 

Beacon Valley in Mitchells Plain. 

The project is currently engaging all major stakeholder in that Ward to work towards solving the various 

crises in that community. 

 

    

We want to hereby request that an opportunity be given us, to address COGTA  at the  Indaba of 10 – 11 

March 2020 and the Colloquium of 17-18 March 2020 , to be held at  Parliament. 

We will use this slot to explain how the RESURRECTION Project can assist the Metro to address its crises . 

 

A detailed explanation of the project can be found on the CCWC website – www.ccwc.org.za 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Bishop Mark Bloemstein  

General Secretary 

Executive  

CHAIRPERSON - Rev. Barry Isaacs   SECRETARY - Bishop Mark Bloemstein 

Mr. Ashley Potts; Apostle Gloria Oliver; Ps. Desmond Jacobs; Ps. Alaster Buchannon 

Ps. Marlon Peterson; Mr. Ashley Cloete; Ps. Dibanisele Nkangala 


