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LECTORI SALUTEM

We, the undersigned residents of Farm 371, Gong Gong,
herewith petition our government to address our concerns
contained in this document and come up with practical &
workable solutions thereto:

We have been spectators far to long and now herewith invoke
our right to participate in this democracy in this manner.

Democracy dawned in our country on 27 April 1994 and since
then we are still living in the same squalor engineered by the
apartheid state. We realise that you are ignorant about our
situation mainly due to the lack of care on your part. A caring
government would have made sure that a process existed that
would address these injustices visited upon us by the apartheid
state. You, however, due to your failure in our “duty of care”
have spectacularly perpetuated these injustices.

The following are serious concerns in dire need of remedy:

e The DMR issues permits willy-nilly to people who mine in
the river, our primary source of water for domestic and
other use.

e Mining companies pollute the water, build breakwaters
and funny bridges which disturbs the natural flow of the
river

e The local municipality, custodians of the farm, does
nothing to assist us in addressing this matter. In fact, they
are the ones granting permission for all the mining to
happen here. The community does not benefit by any
stretch of the imagination.

e The custodians of the farm have sunk two boreholes for
water in exceptionally close proximity to the cemeteries
and we are expected to drink such water. The water from
the boreholes starts to reek badly after two days in a
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plastic container. We are not sure why this is the case but
re extremely concerned.

The same custodian does not supply enough fuel for the
pumps which results in us having water only three days a
week

During December / January, the community is left without
water since the purchasing of diesel for the pumps is a
problem

During these periods we are forced to share the water
from the river with our livestock and other wild animals

We still must dig our pit latrines. (We do not need to spell
out the inherent danger to children and the elderly). Most
of these latrines are now full and we have the situation
where some families are dependent on one toilet.

All this is exacerbated by our proximity to the municipality,
only 13 kilometres away.

We believe that we need not spell out the dangers,
inconvenience and desperation we experience daily.

Regards
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We trust that our matter will be given due recognition and consideration.
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