[bookmark: _GoBack]MEDIA STATEMENT
 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ENTERPRISES WELCOMES ESKOMS ROADMAP
 
Parliament, Wednesday, 20 November 2019 – The Portfolio Committee on Public Enterprises has welcomed the presentation by the Department of Public Enterprises on unbundling of Eskom with timelines in place.
 
The committee was briefed on the roadmap for Eskom by the department today at Parliament. The roadmap outlines the government’s implementation plan to reform Eskom. Briefing the committee, the department assured the committee that the government is going to act urgently to reform Eskom.
 
The committee heard that the roadmap to reform the electricity supply industry will separate Eskom into three separate entities, Generation, Transmission and Distribution. This, according to the department, will allow more transparency and increase the efficiency of the three entities.
 
On the concerns which the committee highlighted on the presentation, the department said that the plan has been endorsed by the Cabinet with its cross-cutting issues that have been identified.
 
On whether or not will the plan allow private and public partnerships, the department said there will be no privatisation, instead more private players will enter the generation sector where independent power producers will come in.
 
The committee noted with concern comments made by the unions on the roadmap, as according to them, the plan is going to cause job losses.

The committee was told by the department that the stakeholders have been consulted and the labour unions have been brought on board on the plan.
 
The department assured the committee that it will continue its engagement with the labour unions and have a constructive conversation with them so that they understand what the government is trying to achieve.
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