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SOUTH AFRICAN UNION OF STUDENTS

Post Graduate colloquium

Chairperson of the Portfolio committee

Honourable members

Vice Chancellors

DVC

Historically disadvantaged universities still struggle in adjusting to the Morden days, this is due to the fact there still lack of infrastructure funding. While the intake increases every year there’s no balance with the infrastructure. 

The South African Union of Students is off the view that many of our post grads are still marginalised, due to the imbalances of the past. It is therefore no excuse that in 25years of democracy not much has been done in closing the gap created by the past when it comes to the post grads students.
Drastic majors needs to be taken immediately to close the gap. Historically disadvantaged university are still under the same conditions yet its where most of our African child go to, the poor or the poorest.

Due to the inability to afford education at the tertiary level, government gives a South African child a grant up to the first qualification, be it is a diploma or a degree. The government however has not taken into cognisance the competition that has been created by the industry in as far as qualifications when hiring graduates, which has led into many students opting for postgrad qualifications. This calls upon the government to expand the National Student scheme to go as far as covering the first postgrad qualification such as Advance Diplomas.
The South African Union of Students strongly feel that the government must play a critical role in fostering a formidable partnership between Universities and private sector. 
Private sector are the main beneficiaries when it comes to postgrads yet none much has been done by the private sector in as far as giving back to Universities. Private sector must play critical role in ensuring that post grads are funded and further more universities must keep track of its postgrad students as to where do they go after completions.

Universities must produce what’s required by the industry, this will circumvent the rise of unemployment. This will encourage private sector to pump more funding into universities to cater for postgrads.

SAUS acknowledge the great initiative that was taken by Minister Dr Nzimande to introduce postgrads funding, Institute for Humanities and Social Science. That initiative has since produced +- 244 PhDs so far. This initiative has given positive results, however the scope must be extended since this intervention was only limited to traditional universities. It must also go to UOTs and more funds be injected to that institute and all fields must benefit from the institute.

 A ministerial task team needs to be established, which will deal direct with fundraising funds for postgrads qualification, look into the challenges that the private sector may raise and their reasoning behind their proper working relationship with universities. This task team must go as far as engaging universities that does have funds to help those that doesn’t. 

The Wits and University of Limpopo saga must be encouraged, universities such as Stellenbosch must extend hand in helping those universities which are struggling, the Historically disadvantage university in particular the University of Zululand, Mangosuthu University of Technology, Fort Hare and others.

We make this submission based on the concerns that we have come across. Reality remains that many black students are opting for post grads qualification due to the high competition on the outside world. 
I thank you

Sandile Dlamini

SAUS NEC Member
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