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                       07 November 2018 
 

The Speaker:  National Assembly 

Mrs. Baleka Mbete MP 

Parliament 

Cape Town 
 
 
Dear Madam Speaker, 
 

REQUEST FOR REFERRAL TO THE RULES COMMITTEE IN TERMS OF RULE 92(12)- 

RULING BY HOUSE CHAIR DIDIZA. 
 
I would be grateful if you could refer the ruling made in the house on Wednesday 07 
November 2018 by House Chairperson Didiza which ruled that my reference to the 
Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) as “VBS looters” was unparliamentary. 
 
It is very obvious from the Hansard and the video footage that the comment was not directed 
at a specific member but was directed at the EFF as a political party who were interrupting 
me whilst I was attempting to take a point of order in the House. 
 
The Annotated Digest of Rulings 1994-1999 provides sufficient precedent and contains two 
separate previous rulings in relation to this: 
 
On the 15 September 1998 the Speaker (Dr FN Ginwala) gave a considered ruling on a 
point of order in which it was submitted that a comment made about the National Party was 
racist. She stated that: 
 

“We have always drawn a distinction between allegations against members of the 

House and the expression of opinions about the beliefs and policies of political 

parties. Accordingly references to a member as “a racist” have been held to be 

unparliamentary. Allegations that a political party supports racist views, or has or is 

implementing racist policies are made frequently and have not been held to be 

unparliamentary. They are in my view a part of normal political discourse and any 

attempt to limit this would set a dangerous precedent” 
 
In a considered ruling on 17 September 1998, the Deputy Speaker (Ms B. Mbete Kgositsile) 

ruled that the statement “one cannot trust the NP or the IFP” was a political comment 

referring to political parties and not individual members and thus held that it was not 

unparliamentary. 
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The use of the words “VBS looters” without prefixing it with any individual members name 
as well as the use of the plural form is ample evidence that the remarks I made were 
directed at the EFF as a party that was collectively disrupting me and hurling racial epithets 
at me. The comments “I wish the VBS looters would give me a chance” therefore fall well 
within the bounds of ordinary political discourse and political comment and should not have 
been ruled unparliamentary. 
 

Additionally I refer your attention to the judgement delivered in the matter of Chairperson 

of the National Council of Provinces V Malema (535/20150 [2016]ZASCA 69 (20 May 

2016) which very clearly affirmed the De Lille case as well as the Lekota case regarding 
constitutionally enshrined freedom of speech principles in the house, and distinguished 
clearly between comments directed at an individual member and those directed at political 
parties. 
 
I look forward to a speedy resolution of this matter and, in the interest of fair treatment, 
would be grateful if this matter is heard by the Rules Committee as soon as possible in 
order for me, should the Rules Committee concur with the ruling, to seek urgent legal 
remedy to overturn this most unjust ruling prior to the house rising for the annual session. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
   

 
 
 

John Steenhuisen MP 

Chief Whip of the Official Opposition 

Parliament of RSA 
 
 
cc  House Chairperson: Ms T Didiza MP 


