
Honourable Minister Molewa, The Chairperson of the portfolio committee, fellow presenters and 

audience, it is a privilege for me to present on behalf of the South African Predator Association. 

Our topic on the agenda is: From the hand that nurtures to the one that kills: where in the process is 

the human fear factor built in the animal? 

Ladies and Gentlemen, let my take you back to the origin of the captive lion industry. 

The general practice of breeding lions for hunting purposes are as old as history with the first 

example being the King of Assyria, which bred lions for hunting purposes. This happened back in 630 

before Christ, making it an industry that exists for more than 2500 years. The practice of breeding 

lions in captive environments in South Africa is slightly older than the Democratic New South Africa. 

In the late 1990’s the hunting of captive bred lions came into practice. Since then a lot of water has 

run into the sea.  

The breeding of lions for the purpose of hunting these animals was, is and shall be a contentious 

issue, not only in South Africa, but over the world. 

The demand for good quality hunting animals – especially lions -  and the hunting of these animals 

are an age’s old culture and tradition. Immediately the shocking issue of “canned hunting” may 

appear in your mind. And if it does not appear, I am sure some of my fellow speaker will raise this 

matter. 

Honourable Minister and Chairperson, I want to make it clear to you that the South African Predator 

Association (SAPA) does not practice “Canned hunting”. We hunt lions on an ethical, well regulated 

manner. 

This brings me to the topic: where do the lions for hunting originates from? Unlike what some of the 

captive lion antagonists are promoting, SAPA members are breeding, raising and keeping their lions 

in Provincial government approved keeping facilities, built according to or better than the 

specifications of each Provincial Biodiversity Management authority . Animals are wisely raised and 

sustained for a period of three to five years thereafter; the animals are release for hunting purposes 

according to the guidelines of the SAPA Norms and standards for the hunting of captive lions and of 

the Provincial Biodiversity Management Authority. 

SAPA members raise lions for the purpose of hunting these animals. These animals were raised in 

situations where they had limited contact with people, other than the caretakers. Thus, lions raised 

in captive facilities see, through their lifespan, less people than a lion that was born and raised in 

some “wild” area or National parks like Kruger National Park. 

The big question is: Do lions fear people …. or people fear lions? When you ask any of the SAPA lion 

breeders: Do they fear lions? The answer will almost all of the time be: I do not fear a lion, but I 

definitely respect a lion. SAPA members treat their lions with the utmost respect. These are animals 

that can easily kill a human being. 

 



A lion can “sense” the fear of a person and then shift its focus more towards that person, enforcing 

its dominance over that person. People that are “working” with lions, are seldom afraid of lions, but 

carry a huge amount of respect for these animals. 

Experience has proved that lions that were raised in captive facilities, with limited human impact, 

are fearful of people. This is very similar behaviour to their “wild” lion counterparts. It is indicated in 

literature that some lions ‘loose’ their fear for people and may become “man-eater” lions. The lions 

of Tsavo that marauder the construction builders of the East African Railroad during 1898 are the 

most famous example of lions that “lost their fear” for humans. This was even projected in a movie 

called: “The ghost in the darkness” that was released in 1997. 

Captive lions that are released for hunting cannot be claimed generically as lions that “has lost their 

fear” of humans. The hunt of a captive lion can each be classified as a unique experience - as lions 

differ from each other in behaviour patterns, fight or flight response, personality type, fitness levels, 

natural movement patterns, response on stress and levels of tolerance. The one thing that we as 

SAPA members can clearly indicate is that: a drugged lion cannot fight.  

Thank you, now that I have got your attention again. We as SAPA members condemn the hunting of 

captive lions that are drugged or chemically tranquilised. We hunt animals that are not under the 

influence of any tranquiliser. 

Are captive lions then dangerous, we can then ask? The bulk of responses and feedback that was 

received from the SAPA member’s clients about their captive lion hunt was that:  

 I had the experience of a lifetime;  

 I had a challenging lion hunt; 

 I never thought that a captive lion hunt can be this challenging;  

 I had a real African Hunting experience;  

 I got a great scare;  

 Wow, what a wonderful experience to hunt an African lion in Africa without doing damage 

to the wild lion population 

 I had the scare of my life, when this captive lion almost killed me! 

Some of my fellow speakers may implicate in their presentations that the hunting of captive bred 

lions do not contribute to the conservation of the species. Between 1993 and 2014, the population 

of Panthera leo, or African lion, in eastern Africa declined by 43%. In southern Africa however, the 

lion population increased by 12% during the same time period (IUCN redlist, 2018). Is it a mere 

coincidence that this is the same time that the captive lion industry in South Africa developed and 

the hunting of captive lions in South African increased?  

Furthermore, Southern Africa is the only region where trends in lion numbers are positive; according 

to Bauer et al. (2015a) the inferred lion population across southern Africa is 10,385-15,925. The wild 

lion population in Southern Africa is the only lion population in the wold that is increasing and is 

currently carrying the status of “Least concern” in the IUCN red list. In this definition of the IUCN the 

number of captive lions did not form part of the calculations. When the number of captive lions, 

which were estimated at about 8 000 in 2015(BMP,2015), are added to this total population 

number, South Africa hosts the largest population of lions in the world. 



So what is the problem then with the captive lions in South Africa? Some of our fellow presenters 

will try to indicate that the captive lion industry had a negative effect on “Brand South Africa”. SAPA 

has scrutinized the website www.brandsouthfarica.com and Annual reports of “Brand South Africa” 

and nowhere could we find ANYTHING about the captive lion industry, not a single word about the 

negative or positive impacts or effects of the captive lion industry on Brand South Africa! 

I can update you about the positive impacts of the captive lion breeding and hunting industry to 

South Africa. 

 It creates permanent employment and temporary jobs. 

 It generates income in rural and poverty stricken areas. 

 It generates an income in foreign currency for South Africa. 

 It provides the opportunity to hunt captive lions instead of wild lions. 

 It provides scarce skill to people, living in remote areas. 

 It performs a very import role in the local economy of small towns. 

 It supports a valuable value chain in the wildlife industry. 

 It supports tourism in South Africa. 

 It creates social benefits for nearby communities. 

 It supports research on lions, lion genetics, lion behaviour, lion conservation. 

 It serves as a “back-up” population for the wild lion population of the world. 

 It enlarges the genetic “pool” of the lion population in South Africa and Africa. 

Recent preliminary research indicates that lions that was born and raised in a captive and released in 

an extensive area can sustain themselves. They fend for themselves by hunting their own prey 

animals and the managed to breed and raise their own cubs. We will keep you updated on this 

matter. 

In conclusion: The captive lion industry in South Africa is a well regulated, manageable industry that 

contributes way more positively to South Africa than negatively. We plead to you to assist us in 

maintaining this industry for South Africa. 

http://www.brandsouthfarica.com/

