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Annexure 1 
 
List of reports regarding the detention and deportation of foreign nationals in South Africa (listed 
chronologically since 1998) 
 
1998 
 
Human Rights watch, ‘“Prohibited Persons" - Abuse of Undocumented Migrants, Asylum 

Seekers, and Refugees in South Africa’, (1 March 1998) available at: 
https://www.hrw.org/report/1998/03/01/prohibited-persons/abuse-undocumented-
migrants-asylum-seekers-and-refugees-south  

 
1999 
 
South African Human Rights Commission, ‘Report into the Arrest and Detention of Suspected 

Undocumented Migrants’, (March 1999), available at: 
https://www.sahrc.org.za/home/21/files/Reports/Report%20into%20the%20Arrest
%20and%20Detention%20of%20suspected%20migrants19.pdf  

 
2000 
 
South African Human Rights Commission, ‘Lindela: At the Crossroads for Detention and 

Repatriation: An assessment of the conditions of detention by the South Africa Human 
Rights Commission’, (December 2000). 

 
2001 
 
Emma Algotsson and Jacob Garderen, ‘Towards a responsible framework for the arrest, 

detention and repatriation of illegal foreigners: A human rights perspective of the 
immigration bill’, (2001), available at: 
https://sarpn.org/EventPapers/april2002_imp/algotsson/algotsson.pdf  

 
2002 
 
Staff Reporter, ‘Home affairs to probe death of immigrant’, News24 (3 October 2002), available 

at: https://www.news24.com/xArchive/Archive/Home-affairs-to-probe-death-of-
immigrant-20020310  

 
‘Focus on Lindela detention centre’, IRIN News (16 May 2002), available at: 

http://www.irinnews.org/feature/2002/05/16/focus-lindela-detention-centre  
 
2003 
 
Carolyn Dempster, ‘Xenophobia in South Africa’, BBC News (15 August 2003), available at: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/3153461.stm  
 
‘Four Lindela officials held’, News24 (17 November 2003), available at: 

https://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/Four-Lindela-officials-held-20031117  
 
2004 
 
Maushami Chetty, ‘The repatriation process: does South Africa live up to its human rights 

obligations?’, University of Ghana (2004), available at: 
https://repository.up.ac.za/bitstream/handle/2263/1074/chetty_m_1.pdf?sequence=1  
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Staff Reporter, ‘Lindela: My week in hell’, Mail & Guardian (4 November 2004), available at: 

https://mg.co.za/article/2004-11-04-lindela-my-week-in-hell  
 
Mmuso Pelesa and Wonder Hlongwa, ‘Focus on Home Affairs Bulges: Dark Skin nearly Lands 

Locals in Zim’, The City Press (3 October 2004) 
 
2005 
 
Staff Reporter, ‘Lindela deportation centre is “for those who do not have money” ’, IRIN News 

(10 February 2005), available at: 
http://www.irinnews.org/feature/2005/02/10/lindela-deportation-centre-those-who-
do-not-have-money  

 
Staff Reporter, ‘Better health care could have prevented Lindela deaths’, Mail & Guardian (28 

October 2005), available at: https://mg.co.za/article/2005-10-28-better-health-care-
could-have-prevented-lindela-deaths  

 
Human Rights Watch, ‘Living on the Margins: Inadequate protection for refugees and asylum 

seekers in Johannesburg’ (November 2005), available at: 
https://www.hrw.org/reports/2005/southafrica1105/index.htm  

 
Penny Sukhraj, ‘Lindela shake-up after two die’, IOL (24 August 2005), available at: 

https://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/lindela-shake-up-after-two-die-251572  
 
2006 
 
Maureen Issacson, ‘Lindela conditions angers illegal immigrants,’, IOL (3 September 2006), 

available at: https://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/lindela-conditions-angers-
illegal-immigrants-292107  

 
2007 
 
Human Rights Watch, ‘“Keep Your Head Down”,’ (2007), available at: 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2007/02/27/keep-your-head-down/unprotected-
migrants-south-africa 

 
2008 
 
Jo Gorton, Nathan Geffen, ‘Welcome to South Africa? A special report on the systematic abuse of 

immigrants’, Treatment Action Campaign (2008), pp. 4-7, available at: 
http://www.tac.org.za/community/files/file/et25.pdf   

 
Lawyers for Human Rights, ‘Monitoring Immigration Detention in South Africa,’ (2008), 

available at: http://cmr.jur.ru.nl/cmr/docs/South%20Africa.pdf  
 
Staff Reporter, ‘Lindela refugees detained 'for their own safety' ’, Mail & Guardian (29 July 

2008), available at: https://mg.co.za/article/2008-07-29-lindela-refugees-detained-for-
their-own-safety  

 
‘Bleak future awaits 37to be freed from Lindela’, The Sowetan (October 2008), available at: 

https://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2008-10-23-bleak-future-awaits-37to-be-freed-
from-lindela/  
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2009 
 
Consortium for Refugees and Migrants in South Africa, ‘Protecting Refugees, Asylum Seekers 

and Immigrants in South Africa,’ (2009), available at: 
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CA04AA2E2ED83CF8492575
DF002060A1-Full_Report.pdf 

 
Human Rights Watch, ‘Report on Lindela Repatriation Centre’, (2009), available at: 

http://www.sahrc.org.za/construction-site/home/21/files/Gauteng%20-
%20Investigative%20Report%20-%20Lindela%20-%201%20September%202014.pdf  

 
‘Court rules Rashid's deportation unlawful’, IOL (2009), available at: 

https://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/court-rules-rashids-deportation-unlawful-
438782  

 
2010 
 
Roni Amit, ‘Lost in the Vortex: Irregularities in the Detention and Deportation of Non-Nationals 

in South Africa,’ Forced Migration Studies Programme Research Report (2010), available 
at: www.migration.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Lost-in-the-Vortex-
Irregularities-in-the-Detention-and-Deportation-of-Non-Nationals-in-South-Africa.pdf  

 
South African Human Rights Commission, ‘Report of the SAHRC Investigation Into Issues of Rule 

of Law, Justice and Impunity Arising Out of the 2008 Public Violence Against Non-
Nationals,’ (2010), available at: 
https://www.academia.edu/223181/Report_on_the_SAHRC_Investigation_into_Issues_o
f_Rule_of_Law_Justice_and_Impunity_arising_out_of_the_2008_Public_Violence_against_N
on-Nationals 

 
‘Mayhem at Lindela deportation centre’, IOL (28 January 2010), available at: 

https://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/mayhem-at-lindela-deportation-centre-
471831  

 
‘Report reveals irregularities at Lindela Detention Centre’, Eyewitness News (30 October 2010), 

available at: http://ewn.co.za/2010/10/30/Report-reveals-irregularities-at-Lindela-
Detention-Centre  

 
2011 
 
Staff Reporter, ‘Attempts to set building alight thwarted’, Eyewitness News (17 October 2011), 

available at: http://ewn.co.za/2011/10/17/Attempts-to-set-building-alight-thwarted  
 
Staff Reporter, ‘Deportations to be sped up after protests,’ Eyewitness News (18 October 2011), 

available at: http://ewn.co.za/2011/10/18/Deportations-to-be-sped-up-after-protests  
 
2012 
 
Roni Amit and Raul Zelada-Aprili, ‘Breaking the Law, Breaking the Bank: The Cost of Home 

Affairs’ Illegal Detention Practices’, ACMS Research Report (2012), available at: 
http://library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1104275317294-
69/Breaking+the+Law,+Breaking+the+Bank+Full+Report.pdf  
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Nickolaus Bauer, ‘Contempt for court as SA tries to sneak foreigners out’ (2 April 2012), 
available at: https://mg.co.za/article/2012-04-02-contempt-for-court-as-sa-tries-to-
sneak-foreigners-out/  

 
Bobby Jordan, ‘Lindela guards in "reign of terror",’ Sunday Times (2 September 2012) 
  
Bobby Jordan, ‘Three months in the hell of a repatriation cell,’ Sunday Times (2 September 2012) 
  
Niren Tolsi, ‘South Africa ignores deportee torture claims’, Mail and Guardian (9 March 2012), 

available at: https://mg.co.za/article/2012-03-09-sa-ignores-deportee-torture-claims  
 
Sapa, ‘NGO demands answers from home affairs for court violations’, Mail and Guardian (19 

September 2012), available at: https://mg.co.za/article/2012-09-19-ngo-wants-
officials-to-answer-for-violations  
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