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SOUTH AFRICAN UNION OF STUDENTS

The presentation by SAUS on the allocation of upfront payments to universities in 2017/2018 and challenges experienced after the roll-out of fee free education.
Wednesday 30th of May 2018
Introduction
The President of the country the then President Jacob Zuma announced in December 2017 about the introduction of fee free education for first time entering students and subsequent roll out up to second and third year over the next period. This presentation will look at that and the upfront payments to universities.
The Minister’s budget speech acknowledged that the budget for higher education is R89,9 billion and its major components are university transfers R38.6 billion, NSFAS R20.5 billion, skills development R16,9 billion, TVET colleges R10,7 billion and CET colleges R2,3 billion. The main advantages that we welcomed as students in relation to the rollout of fee free education and upfront payments to universities are;
· Many first time entry students from families with an income up to R350 000 per annum were eligible to apply for the new DHET bursary.

· The bursary scheme will not be a once off that will end in 2018 but it will be rolled over five years inclusive of other requirements such as academic performance.

· The conversation of NSFAS loans into a bursary for returning students is welcomed and appreciated by students.

· Government plans to increase subsidy from 0,68% of GDP to 1% of GDP over five years in progressive and in fact confirms our submission as SAUS to the fees commission that government subsidy must increase.

Challenges experienced in 2018
The following are challenges that were experienced in relation to both roll out of fee free education and allocation of upfront payment for 2017-2018

· Universities increased fees and such increases meant that huge amount of this upfront payment to fund fee free education was being consumed by the exorbitant fees being charged by universities.

· Private accommodation increased drastically such that huge sums of student allowances got channelled to fund exploitative private landlords.

· Poor communication led some universities to exclude deserving students who fall under the provisions of this new government funding as pronounced in December by the then state President.

· Delays in the release of the upfront payment to universities caused students to starve and to be evicted in their private residences because these private residences demand payment timeously.

· The criteria used to determine students who earn below R350 000 was difficult and almost excluded some of the poor students.

· Continuing students revolted that only new students are taken care of by the new DHET bursary under fee free education.
· The demand for higher education increased because many students were able to come and study for free, this means with limited spaces available in universities many students ended up being closed outside due to the huge influx of students.

· Students are not signing agreement forms under first time entering funding. NSFAS generated 37 893 agreements for new students but only 5063 had been signed meaning the process is very slow.

Conclusion
South African Union of students acknowledges the progress made in relation to the commitment by the government to see students receiving free quality education for the poor and for all the students. We are determined to continue pursuing that struggle to make sure that in our lifetime students will benefit in numbers from the long protracted struggle for free education. This is part of other struggles we engage in which includes gender and transformation, provision of adequate decent student accommodation as well as decolonization of higher education.

Thank you
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