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WEDNESDAY, 23 MAY 2018 

____ 

 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY CHAMBER 

____ 

 

The House met at 14:08. 

 

The Speaker took the Chair and requested members to observe a 

moment of silence for prayer or meditation. 

 

APPROPRIATION BILL 

 

Debate on Vote No 1 – The Presidency: 

 

Mr H P CHAUKE: Speaker, on a point of order: If we had to 

follow the convention of this House and the international 

convention, is it parliamentary for Members of Parliament not 

to stand when the President of country addresses the country?  

 

The SPEAKER: The Rules Committee will address that issue and 

come back to the House.  
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The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Madam Speaker, with respect, 

that is a frivolous point of order. I would ask that us not 

refer to the Rules committee. Let us refer to the wine 

committee where clearly the hon member spent too much time 

this afternoon.  

 

The SPEAKER: Hon Steenhuisen, please, just take your seat and 

let us proceed to the President.  

 

The PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC: Speaker of the National 

Assembly, Ms Baleka Mbete, hon members, distinguished guests, 

fellow South Africans, Mr Steenhuisen, I brought you a cigar 

today. [Laughter.] It is nearly 100 days since we set out, as 

a nation. Many of our people have been enthused about this new 

moment and period we are in.  

 

It is nearly 100 days since we decided, together, to make a 

clear and decisive break with the discord and division of 

recent times. It was a moment at which we made plain our 

determination to act with urgency and resolve to transform our 

society, to do everything that we could to grow our economy 

and to create the jobs that our people so desperately need. We 

undertook, together, to rid our country of corruption, end 
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state capture and confront the crimes that daily prey upon our 

communities. 

 

Now, as we gather to debate the Budget Vote of the Presidency, 

we can speak of a new mood in our country. This has manifested 

itself, for example, in a massive jump in consumer confidence, 

reaching record levels in the recent and last quarter. 

 

Business confidence indicators produced by the South African 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry and by the Bureau of Economic 

Research point to a positive trend. The 11-point increase 

between the fourth quarter of 2017 and the last quarter of 

2018 in the Bureau’s index is quite remarkable. Many 

institutions have undertaken a positive re-evaluation of South 

Africa’s economic prospects. 

 

Earlier this year, Standard Bank researchers predicted that in 

2018, it will feel like the pendulum has swung. More 

importantly, the new mood in the country has manifested itself 

in a population that is more confident about its future and 

more excited about the prospects of meaningful change to come. 
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We are in no doubt about the depth and extent of the 

challenges we face, as a people and as a nation. We have made 

significant progress over nearly 25 years to develop and 

transform our economy. However, our economy remains largely 

characterised by the structural flaws of a racist and 

patriarchal past. 

 

Millions remain outside of productive economic activity, 

unable to contribute, much as they want to, and also unable to 

benefit. The majority of these people are young and women. 

They live far from economic centres, they do not have the 

skills, work experience or networks to find gainful 

employment, and they do not have the assets or the markets 

they need to start their own enterprises. 

 

At the same time, we have had to contend in recent years with 

a sluggish economy and an unemployment rate that has refused 

to budge. We have experienced government failures in some 

public institutions and state-owned enterprises, and are daily 

learning more about concerted and orchestrated efforts to 

capture sections of the state. 
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We have identified our problems. We know what our problems are 

and we know what our weaknesses are. We have acknowledged our 

shortcomings and we have begun to work in earnest to address 

these problems and shortcomings. We are now poised to make 

significant progress, now that we fully know what we are 

dealing with. We are also now poised to build the South Africa 

that we want. 

 

Over the last few months, we have taken decisive steps to 

improve the business environment, provide confidence to those 

who would like to invest in our country, promote the country 

to investors. We have ensured that there should be policy 

certainty, and we also ensured that we undertake the work to 

strengthen state-owned companies and create pathways into 

employment for the youth. 

 

We are working with labour, business and communities to forge 

a new social compact around job creation, which will form the 

basis for a broader compact around growth, development and 

transformation. 

 

The Jobs Summit that will be held later this year is an 

important part of this effort. With preparations already 
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underway in Nedlac, the Jobs Summit needs to produce 

extraordinary and far-reaching measures that will enable our 

country to create jobs. 

 

We have learnt the lessons of previous summits and accords, 

and are determined that the outcomes of the Jobs Summit should 

be practical, measurable, effectively monitored and taken 

ownership of by all parties. 

 

Our social partners have indicated that, although they carry 

mandates from different constituencies, they are bound 

together as South Africans, seeking an inclusive economy and a 

better future for everyone. 

 

In forging a social compact on jobs, we will look to recent 

examples of collaboration and partnership. We will look to the 

agreements on a national minimum wage that were struck and 

also agreements on how to stabilise our labour market.  

 

The legislation that will shortly be debated in this House 

before going to the NCOP will open the way for the 

introduction of the first national minimum wage in the history 

of this country. [Applause.] We should not underestimate the 
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significant development. It will be the culmination of a 

struggle that dates back to the Congress of the People in 

1955, and which has taken nearly four years of intensive 

negotiations among social partners. 

 

In another example of effective collaboration, the Youth 

Employment Service, Yes, which was launched in March, promises 

to equip hundreds of thousands of young people for the world 

of work over its three years.  

 

Twenty early adopter companies have committed to providing 

22 000 work experience opportunities already, with a further 

18 companies engaging intensively with the Yes team, to unlock 

a further 21 000 opportunities. [Applause.] So, in a short 

space of time of just six weeks, we have been able to get to 

almost 50 000 job opportunities for young people. [Applause.] 

 

This initiative will bridge the critical gap between education 

and the world of work, significantly increasing the chances of 

participants to find work after one year. 

 

We are forging ahead with the introduction of phased free 

higher education for poor students. From 2018, first-year 
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students from poor and working-class backgrounds are being 

provided with bursaries for the full cost of study. 

[Applause.] 

 

This will massively expand access for poor young people to 

higher education, reducing the country’s skills deficit and 

increasing their prospects for employment. None of these 

initiatives will amount to much, if we do not grow our economy 

and grow it in a manner that benefits all our people. 

 

As the World Bank’s recent diagnostic report on South Africa 

observes, and I quote:  

 

To create more jobs the South African economy needs to 

grow much faster than it has since 1994. A job is the 

most important way out of poverty, to overcome economic 

vulnerability ..., and for transforming the economy to 

become more racially representative of the population of 

South Africa. 

 

And we cannot achieve growth, if we do not massively increase 

the level of investment in the productive economy. That is why 
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we have launched an ambitious new investment drive that aims 

to mobilise $100 billion over the next five years.  

 

We have appointed four special envoys on investment to meet 

with potential investors in South Africa, on the rest of the 

African continent and in major centres around the world. 

Working together with the relevant government departments and 

agencies, the special envoys are building a book of actual and 

potential investments ahead of the Investment Conference to be 

held in October of this year. 

 

We are using this investment drive to strengthen agencies like 

Invest SA to become formidable instruments of investment 

promotion and facilitation. What we seek is an army of 

investment envoys who appreciate the absolute necessity of 

establishing and expanding businesses across the country, and 

who are prepared to use whatever means they have at their 

disposal to promote the country, South Africa, as a desirable 

destination for investment. 

 

Land reform is an essential part of our economic growth 

strategy. Through our land reform programme, we hope to unlock 

the resources of our country that have not been properly 
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utilised because they were a preserve of just a small 

minority. Land is an economic resource that should be spread 

amongst our people, so that the land should be worked for the 

benefit of our country. The Freedom Charter says that the land 

shall be shared among those who work it. We are encouraging 

all South Africans to engage in the national debate around the 

proposal for the expropriation of land without compensation. 

 

We commend this House once again for its groundbreaking 

resolution on the matter, as well as the thousands of South 

Africans who have already made submissions, reinforcing the 

value of consultation and collaboration. 

 

The process of arriving at the world-renowned Constitution, 

involved more than 1 million submissions from a variety of 

South Africans. We have reached well over 140 000 submissions 

with regard to proposals that are being made on the land 

question. It is possible that we may hit 1 million 

submissions, which goes to prove that the question of land, to 

the majority of South Africans, is indeed an important matter. 

It goes beyond just being a matter of dignity. It goes beyond 

just being a matter of history, but it also talks about their 

economic wellbeing. [Applause.]  
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Through effective land redistribution and tenure reform, we 

will be able to unlock the value of one of the country’s most 

important resources. We are working to ensure that the urban 

poor can own and occupy land close to places of work, social 

services and education. 

 

We are responding to the need of our people for land and for 

housing. Municipalities and state-owned enterprises need to 

release unused land and serviced sites for housing, so that 

our people have houses, and so that they do not resort to 

self-help measures, through the illegal occupation of land. We 

condemn illegal land occupation and rather redirect our people 

to go to land that will be made available to them. Our 

municipalities will take land through either expropriation or 

other means – land that is unused – so that it can be put to 

good use in the hands of our people. [Applause.]  

 

We are working also to accelerate the process of agrarian 

reform, bringing more poor and black people into productive 

agricultural activity and expanding the country’s agricultural 

output. 
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The Presidency will oversee the work of departments such as 

Co-operative Governance and Traditional Affairs, Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries, and Land Reform and Rural Development 

in making possible an agrarian revolution in our country. 

 

We are working hard to create an environment that encourages 

investment, to make our country more competitive and to lower 

the costs of doing business. 

 

An important part of that effort is the stabilisation of 

strategic state-owned enterprises and the implementation of 

measures to improve their financial and operational 

performance. As an immediate step, we have moved quickly to 

address governance challenges by replacing the boards of 

state-owned entities such as Denel, Prasa, Transnet and, 

earlier this year, Eskom. This has repositioned these state-

owned enterprises so that they can now focus on their 

developmental mandates and on ensuring that they operate 

profitably, in the interest of our people.  

 

The new boards have already begun to scrutinise transactions 

that may be irregular and to improve the functioning of these 

entities. We have signed a number of proclamations, 
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instructing the Special Investigating Unit to investigate 

allegations of wrongdoing in a number of our SOEs. 

 

We are also encouraged by the activism of Parliament, which is 

demanding accountability and exposing impropriety. [Applause.] 

Cabinet has agreed on the establishment of a Presidential 

State-Owned Enterprise Council, which will usher in a new era 

in the management of state-owned companies. Half of the 

members will consist of Ministers, while the others will be 

business people, experts and various stakeholders. 

 

By bringing expertise from outside government and by ensuring 

the attendance of the CEOs of some of these companies, we will 

be empowering the various shareholder Ministers to ensure all 

strategic SOEs play an effective role in expanding the 

capacity and the potential of our economy. 

 

In addition to determining an appropriate shareholder 

ownership model, the Council will oversee interventions to 

strengthen governance, address immediate liquidity challenges, 

implement turnaround strategies, investigate allegations of 

corruption and take steps to act against those implicated. 
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Through the Presidential Infrastructure Co-ordinating 

Commission, we are working to ensure that our substantial 

investment in social and economic infrastructure contributes 

to job creation, industrialisation and transformation. 

 

We are expanding our economic capacity and reducing the cost 

of doing business. We are also making progress in satisfying 

the need for policy certainty and consistency. Consultation on 

the revised Mining Charter is at an advanced stage. 

 

Government has paid particular attention to engagements with 

affected communities across the country, convinced that 

consensus and collaboration are crucial for the growth and 

development of our mining industry, particularly if we want to 

transform the mining industry as a sunrise industry once 

again. 

 

While there are still some critical issues that need 

attention, we are certain that the Mining Charter, once 

finalised, will balance the need for meaningful transformation 

in the sector with the need to increase investment, employment 

and sustainability in the mining industry.  
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Cabinet will soon be finalising policy on the allocation of 

high-demand radio frequency spectrum. This will enable the 

Department of Telecommunications and Postal Services to issue 

a legal framework that will enable the regulator to licence 

the spectrum. 

 

It will significantly expand access to broadband and other 

telecommunications services, encourage competition, lower 

costs of communication and ensure sustainability. If we are to 

succeed in building an inclusive economy, we need to draw on 

all available knowledge, experience and capabilities. 

 

We are therefore in the process of establishing a Presidential 

Economic Advisory Council, which will bring together South 

African and international expertise in various disciplines to 

advise the President and government on economic policy and its 

implementation. 

 

In forging a social compact, the state undertakes to build 

strong, durable institutions that are accountable, transparent 

and responsive to the needs of the people. In this regard, one 

of the most pressing challenges is to deal decisively with 

state capture and corruption. We are therefore taking steps to 
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strengthen the criminal justice system, particularly its 

leadership through changes that we are effecting in key 

institutions. We are also taking action against those 

implicated in wrongdoing. [Applause.] The Commission of 

Inquiry into State Capture has been constituted, as we all 

know, under Deputy Chief Justice Raymond Zondo, who will soon 

provide updates on the commission’s progress, as appropriate.  

 

The stabilisation of the South African Revenue Service has 

received priority attention. I have today signed a 

proclamation establishing a commission of inquiry into tax 

administration and governance chaired by former judge Robert 

Nugent and assisted by Mr Michael Katz, Adv Mabongi Masilo and 

Mr Vuyo Kahla. [Applause.] The terms of reference for the 

commission will be gazetted in the coming days. 

 

We have also taken steps to address leadership challenges at 

Sars, including the suspension of the commissioner, the 

initiation of a disciplinary process and the appointment of an 

acting commissioner. 

 

Measures have been taken to address challenges in the 

intelligence services through the appointment of a review 



UNREVISED HANSARD 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

WEDNESDAY, 23 MAY 2018 

Page: 17 

 

panel, to examine the structure and operational capabilities 

of the State Security Agency. 

 

We are revitalising the police force, crucial management 

appointments are being made and specialised units are being 

properly capacitated.  

 

The effective functioning of government is a priority. A 

review of the size, composition and efficiency of government 

is being undertaken, as we speak, by a task team led by the 

Presidency. 

 

It is examining, in detail, the modalities of a state that is 

leaner, smarter, adaptable and more capable of delivering on 

its mandate to improve the lives of South Africans. This work 

will be completed and ready for implementation by the start of 

the sixth democratic administration. 

 

As indicated in the state of the nation address, I have begun 

visits to government departments, to ensure sharper strategic 

focus and greater alignment on the implementation of our 

priorities. This has given us the opportunity to engage, not 

only with the Ministers and Deputy Ministers, but also with 
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the key leadership members in various departments, like 

directors-general, deputy directors-general, chief-directors 

and a number of directorate people in various departments. We 

have also been able to meet the staff in the various 

departments at HQ level and the visits have done much to boost 

morale and enable departmental staff to understand their roles 

in promoting effective service delivery. 

 

Our overriding concern in all matters of governance is to 

ensure that we put our people first. This was evident most 

recently in the North West, where, following protests from 

residents and the report of an Interministerial task team, 

Cabinet decided to intervene in terms of section 100(1) of the 

Constitution, to place all provincial departments under 

national administration. 

 

This is to ensure that government services are delivered 

effectively, financial management is properly structured and 

improved and allegations of corruption are effectively and 

decisively dealt with. 

 

Our experience in the North West has taught us that we should 

be more actively involved, as the national government, in 
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assisting and supporting our provinces and giving real meaning 

and effect to the constitutional principle of co-operative 

governance. [Applause.]  

 

Our intervention in the North West has also revealed that many 

municipalities, in that province and in others, are in a state 

of near collapse. This is a matter of great national concern 

that requires the urgent and dedicated attention of the 

highest office in the country.  

 

We have begun preparations for a Presidential Local Government 

Summit that will bring together the relevant Ministers, 

premiers, MECs, mayors, Speakers, MMCs, Whips and other 

councillors, traditional leaders, municipal managers and CFOs, 

to focus on the challenges that our municipal government or 

local government structure is facing. 

 

The situation in local government requires firm decisions and 

resolute action, effective monitoring and improved 

accountability. This, we will do because we have to act in the 

interest of all our people. [Applause.]  
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The prosperity of the South Africans cannot be separated from 

the progress of our neighbours on the African continent. For 

our economy to grow, for our manufacturing output to expand, 

for our goods and services to find new markets, we need an 

integrated Africa where trade, investment and skills can flow 

freely. 

 

That is why we have been actively involved in the development 

of an agreement on an African Continental Free Trade Area. The 

interactions we have had with our neighbours in Namibia, 

Angola, Botswana, Mozambique and Zimbabwe, so far, has 

convinced us that the prospects for regional economic 

integration and co-operation are now greater than ever before, 

and we are committed to push ahead with this agenda. 

 

This year, South Africa will be participating in several 

important international summits, including the meeting of the 

G7 countries in Canada in June, the Brics Summit in 

Johannesburg in July, the AU Summit in Mauritania in July, the 

SADC Ordinary Summit in Namibia in August, and the Forum on 

China-Africa Co-operation in Beijing in September. 
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In all our international engagements, we are guided by the 

need to advance South Africa’s national interests, alongside 

the promotion of multilateralism, global equality and human 

rights. 

 

This informs our involvement in international efforts, and 

essentially underpins our international policy. As the co-

chair the lLO Global Commission on the Future of Work in 

Geneva, we are grappling and dealing with a fundamental issue 

about the future of work, which is driven by technological, 

demographic and environmental change. 

 

The new world of work promises benefits, but also presents new 

types of vulnerabilities. Our commission is therefore aimed at 

making sure that we protect the vulnerable people of the 

world. The work of the commission has great relevance for 

South Africa, which is to confront new potential sources of 

inequality, while still grappling with the injustices of the 

past. 

 

The outcomes of the commission will greatly assist us in our 

efforts to create and retain decent jobs in the context of the 

fourth industrial revolution. We are at work, doing everything 
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to make South Africa work and also to get the people of our 

country back to work. 

 

At the very heart of our country’s new dawn is the desire by 

our people to be part of building a brighter tomorrow for all 

South Africans. Wherever we go, South Africans from all walks 

of life say: “Please, send us.“ [Applause.] Many of them, 

wherever you meet them, call, write, email, text and say that 

we must please send them because they want to contribute to 

make South Africa better. They stop you in the street and they 

say they want to be there for the poor and the hungry and the 

homeless. [Applause.] They want to be there when our economy 

grows, when we build new factories and create new jobs. They 

want to be there when women and children can walk the streets 

of our beautiful country without any fear. [Applause.]  

 

Across the country, there are many people, many of whom, who 

do not have much themselves, who are working to improve the 

lives of others. From the churches that are running soup 

kitchens, to the pensioners who are caring for orphans and the 

township residents who have set up libraries for local 

children, South Africans are using their hands to build a new 

and better society, brick by brick and hand by hand.  
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From the professionals who mentor young people, to the 

businesses that support emerging entrepreneurs and the NGOs 

who care for the homeless, the elderly and the vulnerable, 

South Africans are coming forward as agents of meaningful 

change. [Applause.] 

 

Many more South Africans want to know, as we meet them across 

the length and the breadth of our country, how they can 

contribute, how they can make a difference. In answering this 

great need and in celebration of the 100th centenary of Nelson 

Mandela’s birth, there is much that we can all do. This, we 

can do, as we celebrate Nelson Mandela’s life. This, we can 

do, as we remember him. But this, we can also do, as we 

express ourselves in solidarity with South Africans. 

 

On government’s side, we will proceed to do everything we can 

to improve the lives of South Africans. There is much that 

citizens can do, as South Africans, as citizens of this 

country, particularly in this year, as we remember Nelson 

Mandela. In memory of Madiba, in recognition of the great 

sacrifices he made and his tireless commitment to improving 

the lives of South Africans and the most vulnerable, there is 

something is that all of us or many of us, as South Africans 
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can do. What we can do does not need to be financial. What we 

can do may include just being there for those who are 

struggling, for those who are in need, for those who need 

help. [Applause.] 

 

We are therefore looking for people with skills, time and 

commitment to lend a hand to these community-based projects 

through mentoring, training and capacity-building. 

 

In this way, we aim to provide South Africans with a tangible 

opportunity, with a significant impact, to be an integral part 

of the fight against poverty, and to improve the lives of our 

people. This is where active citizenry, which we envisaged in 

the National Development Plan, comes to life. Therefore, a 

number of individuals, along with those who have already shown 

their willingness to participate, are needed. There is a lot 

that each one of us can do, particularly people who are 

sitting in this House. We can demonstrate what can be done. I 

have – and this is a private initiative that we can all drive 

- decided to contribute to half my Presidential salary to a 

fund that will be managed by the Nelson Mandela Fund. 

[Applause.] 
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This is a private, citizen-driven initiative that will ask all 

those with the means to contribute a small portion of their 

salaries, to support the many small projects that build the 

nation. 

 

This fund, through discussions that we have had with the 

Nelson Mandela Foundation, will be launched on 18 July, to 

mark the 100th anniversary of Madiba’s birth. It will be called 

the Nelson Mandela Thuma Mina Fund. [Applause.] 

 

As we undertake this important work together, as we travel 

along the path of growth and transformation, we should be 

imbued with a new spirit that has engulfed our country. In 

truth, it is a spirit rekindled. In the speech that Nelson 

Mandela made, when he was released, he said: “I am putting my 

life in the hands of my people.” It is the spirit of Nelson 

Mandela and Albertina Sisulu, of solidarity, service and a 

shared humanity, that we seek to emulate. It is the spirit 

that has moved us to put our wars behind us, to cast aside our 

differences and to forge a new nation together. We have 

travelled far. We still have much to do. 

 



UNREVISED HANSARD 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

WEDNESDAY, 23 MAY 2018 

Page: 26 

 

By working together, government continue to do all that it has 

to do to improve the lives of our people. On the side, we can 

act as citizens to improve the lives of those who are 

vulnerable. We can act to be in solidarity with many South 

Africans. We can draw on our resources and capabilities, by 

embracing that which unites us and confronting that which 

divides us.  

 

I have no doubt that we will reach our destination. It is a 

destination that we can soon have in sight. We can reach this 

destination, if we work together and focus on one thing and 

one thing only - improve the lives of our people. We can 

improve the lives of our people, particularly us who have been 

given so much, who are in leadership positions, and who have 

so much influence. Let us join hands and act in solidarity. 

Let us work together with our government to improve the lives 

of South Africans. 

 

With this, it is an honour and a privilege to commend Budget 

Vote 1 to the House. I thank you. [Applause.] 

 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: Hon Speaker, His 

Excellency, the President of the republic of South Africa, hon 
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Ministers, hon members, esteemed guests and all workers of 

Parliament, particularly the ANC caucus staff, molweni. Let me 

start this debate on a very personal note. I dedicate this 

speech to a farm worker, a domestic worker, a woman who 

supported me in my political activism, she came to visit me in 

various prisons where I was detained, tortured, and gave me 

motherly love, a woman who taught me values of ubuntu, empathy 

and respect, a woman who taught me to follow my dreams without 

any fear, a woman who was not only a mother to me, but also 

the father I never knew and never met.  

 

A single mother who raised me and who sadly passed on in 

February this year. I dedicate this speech to my mother, 

Nantoni Mthembu. [Applause.] May her soul rest in peace. In 

all the Budget Vote debates this year, the ANC Members of 

Parliament, including you hon President, have consistently 

evoked the ethical and moral leadership of uTata uMadiba and 

uMama uSisuIu. I also join them in thanking these icons for 

giving us as a people, a country and as the world, a moral 

compass and conscience. Since the dawn of democracy in 1994, 

our mission as the ANC has consistently been the creation of a 

better life for all South Africans. 
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Towards this goal and Vision 2030 of the NDP, our efforts to 

eradicate apartheid and colonial fault lines of racial 

segregation, discrimination and the triple oppression of women 

is well recorded by historians. The fight against poverty, 

stubborn unemployment and inequality remains firmly on the ANC 

radar screen with different levels of achievements. Whilst 

more still needs to be done, we can without any contradiction 

say that more of our people have been lifted out of extreme 

poverty. We have expanded provision of social grants, housing 

and basic services to many our people; and we have further 

improved access to better education through the introduction 

of fee-free basic and higher education and the phasing in of 

the National Health Insurance, thus improving access to 

quality health care to many of our people. 

 

The question of growing the economy and the creation of jobs 

remains key in our endeavours as our speech will indicate 

later. President, the land question that you have referred to, 

remains an important issue we must tackle in a responsible 

manner as to not negatively impact on agriculture and food 

security. Whilst we welcome the outcomes of the ANC land 

summit held this past weekend, we are in the same vein 

appreciative of the role Parliament is playing in giving a 
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voice to all of our people – people of South Africa, on how 

best to deal with the question of land dispossession and 

landlessness among black people in our country, articulated by 

the President as the original sin in your state of the nation 

address. 

 

Hon President, to date we are told that over two hundred 

thousand submissions have reached the Constitutional Review 

Committee of Parliament. This is y unprecedented and shows the 

extent to which many South Africans would like this matter 

resolved once and for all. The ANC remains the only political 

formation which carries the hopes and aspirations of the 

people of this country. It is only the ANC that can deliver a 

President who hails from one of the smallest national groups 

in the country. To quote scholar Oscar Van Heerden I say: 

 

Cyril is the first Venda to occupy the west wing at the 

Union Buildings and this achievement speaks volumes with 

regards to the ANC’s character and principles. To elect a 

person to the l highest office in the land that hails 

from the smallest tribe in the country sends a clear and 

powerful message that anyone, no matter what background, 
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class status, gender or tribe can aspire to be President 

of this great country of ours.  

 

President, the year 2018 can be characterised as a year 

pregnant with optimism, as you have said. We have in the past 

three months seen a country which ...  

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Speaker, I am rising on a point of order.  

 

The SPEAKER: Hon Chief Whip, can you take your seat. What is 

the point of order, hon Shivambu? 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: I am 100% sure that you can’t say Cyril is a 

Venda to first occupy public office. I don’t think that is how 

people should be referred to, in terms of proper parliamentary 

language. 

 

The SPEAKER: No, that is not a point of order. That’s not a 

point of order. 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: It is tribalism, in a way that he is being 

addressed. It is ...  
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The SPEAKER: That is a point of view, that’s a point of 

debate, please take your seat, hon Shivambu. 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: So, I think the Chief Whip of the Majority 

Party must withdraw the reference in that way. Because it is 

narrow tribalism in a lack of ... [Interjections.] 

 

The SPEAKER: Hon Shivambu, please take your seat. 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: ... of how references are made. 

 

The SPEAKER: Please proceed, hon Chief Whip. 

 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE MAJORITY PARTY: We have in the past 

three months seen a country which has been reborn, rebooted 

and recalibrated to better serve our people. Hon President, 

this Saturday will mark the first 100 days since this House 

elected you as the fifth democratically elected President of 

the Republic of South Africa. In fact, today marks day 97 of 

your elevation to this high office, heralding a new dawn. 

 

Our country is oozing with hope. This new era has successfully 

put South Africa on a new trajectory with a measurable 
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improvement in levels of confidence among ordinary citizens, 

business people and investors in our government. To quote 

comrade Dr Essop Pahad I say: 

 

The election of Cyril Ramaphosa as the President of the 

ANC in December 2017, and also in February 2018 as the 

President of the Republic of South Africa unleashed a 

wave of hope, optimism and joy in the country, cutting 

across race, class, gender and religion. This was also 

reflected in an upswing in the economy, improvement in 

business confidence, more measured tones from the rating 

agencies and a possible buoyant response from foreign 

investors. 

 

As you have said Comrade President, according to the Bureau 

for Economic Research, business confidence in South Africa 

jumped by 11 points from 34 points to 45 points in 2018. An 

increase of such magnitude is rare: since 1975. According to 

the Merchantec CEO Confidence Index, CEO Confidence in South 

Africa recorded a 56,18% increase from a low level of 38% to a 

score of 60% in 2018. This is the highest level of CEO 

Confidence recorded by this index in six years. 
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The Presidents’ first 100 days in office has shown ...  

 

IsiZulu: 

 ... Mongameli, ukuthi uyathumeka. 

 

English: 

In your state of the nation address characterised by the 

spirit “Thuma Mina”, Comrade President, you made the following 

commitments, among others, a Youth Employment Service 

initiative to place a million unemployed youth in paid 

internships in companies across the country over the next 

three years. This was launched on 27 March 2018. This is but 

one initiative which is geared to stimulate job creation and 

economic inclusion among our young people. 

 

As part of measures to stabilise governance and improve the 

financial and operational performance of state-owned 

enterprises, SOEs, Comrade President, you committed to review 

the funding model of SOEs and other measures, and change the 

way in which boards are appointed. To this end, indeed, the 

boards of Eskom, Denel, Passenger Rail Agency of SA, Prasa and 

Transnet have been replaced and these SOEs are on a new 

trajectory of renewal. 



UNREVISED HANSARD 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

WEDNESDAY, 23 MAY 2018 

Page: 34 

 

We are confident that our SOE reform programme will in the 

long term result in SOEs contributing meaningfully to our 

fiscus and Gross Domestic Product, instead of being a 

drainage. In improving state capacity, hon President, you 

committed to appoint a commission of inquiry into the tax 

administration and governance of the SA Revenue Service. The 

stabilisation of the SA Revenue Service has since received 

your priority attention with the establishment of a commission 

of inquiry and various other corrective steps that government 

has undertaken. 

 

It is common knowledge that following community protests and 

the report of an interministerial task team, Cabinet decided 

to intervene in the North West province in terms of the 

relevant sections of the Constitution to place all provincial 

departments and a number of municipalities in the North West 

under national administration. This is to ensure that 

government services are delivered effectively, financial 

management is improved and allegations of corruption are 

attended to. 

 

The political will to decisively deal with corruption in the 

wake of this new dawn has boosted public confidence in 
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government. We look forward to the Judicial Commission on 

State Capture to commence its work in dealing with damning 

allegations of corruption in public institutions. The report 

of the parliamentary inquiry into ill-governance in Eskom will 

soon be tabled by the Portfolio Committee on Public 

Enterprises for adoption by the National Assembly. 

 

IsiZulu: 

Mongameli ...  

 

English: 

 ...  all those found to have been involved in state capture 

and the looting of our state resources, “both tigers and 

flies” as the Chinese would say, must face the necessary 

consequences, including imprisonment. [Interjections.] It is 

also our held view that they must pay back the money they have 

stolen as these are benefits from proceeds of crime in terms 

of our laws. 

 

Hon President, in your state of the nation address, you 

promised the country an investment conference which has been 

scheduled to take place later this year. You have since 

appointed very capable men and women as special investment 
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envoys to develop an investment portfolio for the country 

ahead of such a conference. The ambitious investment target of 

US$100 billion raised over the next five years is most 

welcomed. From these actions you have taken, it is quite clear 

that, that investment conference will not be a talk shop but a 

serious investment boost to our economy. 

 

Hon President, your deployment of the security cluster to stop 

political killings in KwaZulu-Natal is indicative of your 

willingness to protect all lives in our country as dictated by 

our Constitution. The urgency that you have put into the 

resolution of political killings in that corner of the country 

is most welcomed by the families of the victims. We also add 

our voice, hoping that the perpetrators of these killings will 

be brought to book sooner rather than later; and end the 

killing fields of KwaZulu-Natal, and end any other politically 

motivated killings anywhere else in our country. 

 

All these matters we have raised above, which were part of 

your 100 days in office are ample proof that we have an ANC 

government, under your leadership and stewardship, with a 

mission and vision to return this country to the values that 
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Madiba stood for — in the main, being the creation of a better 

life for all South Africans. 

 

We applaud the Presidency in leading by example in 

implementing cost cutting measures in our current economic 

climate. The Presidency’s baseline has been significantly 

reduced by 2% over the medium term, amounting to a total 

budget cut of approximately R29,7 million over the next three 

years. Much has been done by the Presidency to contain costs, 

including reducing the sizes of delegations of international 

trips of the President and Deputy President and the use of 

tele conferencing and video conferencing for meetings. The 

Presidency also reduced its mobile communication services 

contract expenditure by a whopping 74% in 2017. This is a very 

good example that needs to be emulated by all government 

departments. 

 

President, at this stage we must raise our concern for your 

attention, regarding the fruitless, wasteful, irregular and 

unauthorised expenditure by government departments and 

entities. The 2016-17 government department audit outcomes as 

published by the Auditor-General shows that about R45 billion 

... Let me repeat this ... about R45 billion went to irregular 
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expenditure, which is an increase of 55% from the previous 

year. This figure could be as high as R65 billion had all 

audits been completed at the date of the completion of this 

report of the Auditor-General. This is frightening. It cannot 

and must not be allowed to continue, Comrade President. 

 

As a consequence of the runaway figures in the irregular, 

fruitless and wasteful expenditure, Parliament will soon be 

tabling the Public Audit Amendment Bill for adoption. This 

Bill will empower the Auditor-General to refer undesirable 

audit outcomes arising from audits performed to the relevant 

authorities for further investigation and action. It will also 

empower the Auditor-General to issue a certificate of debt and 

to recover losses in certain instances against the accounting 

officer or accounting authority accountable for those losses.  

 

Hon President, we call this consequence management. We 

therefore urge government as well to act decisively to end 

what has become brazen irregular, fruitless and wasteful 

expenditure in government departments and entities. We note 

the petty opportunistic elements of the DA in trying to 

patronise the President in attacking the cost of the current 

size of Cabinet. What makes this attack quite laughable is the 
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fact the President announced his intensions to reconsider the 

configuration and size of Cabinet in February ...  

 

IsiZulu: 

 ... bantu [Ubuwelewele.] 

 

English: 

Clearly, under the Presidency of Ramaphosa, the DA has become 

irrelevant and deranged. [Interjections.] They have simply run 

out of ideas. Instead of giving us a “Ramaphosa score card”, 

why is the DA not telling South Africans about their terrible 

score card against Patricia De Lille. [Interjections.] As it 

stands, I am convinced that ...  

 

IsiZulu: 

u-De Lille ubashaye ngo-10-0. [Ubuwelewele.] 

 

English: 

Hon Speaker, coming to the actual Budget Vote of the 

Presidency, the priorities and milestones as set out in this 

2018-19 budget seeks to ensure that the Presidency continues 

to fulfil its obligations of. Number one is integrated 

planning, co-ordination and the performance monitoring and 



UNREVISED HANSARD 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

WEDNESDAY, 23 MAY 2018 

Page: 40 

 

oversight of government’s policies and programmes; number two 

is the promotion of government’s national unity and social 

cohesion programmes; and number three, supporting South 

Africa’s role in the regional, continental and international 

arena.  

 

In the 2018-19 financial year, the Presidency has committed to 

further strengthen mechanisms to ensure the integrity and 

accountability of public institutions in pursuit of 

implementing government’s programme of action as outlined in 

the Medium-Term Strategic Framework. 

 

We welcome the appointment of the Presidential Economic 

Advisory Council drawing on expertise and capabilities that 

reside in labour, business, civil society and academia as a 

decisive step in championing our agenda for radical economic 

transformation. We must also applaud President Ramaphosa for 

having appointed black women as his economic advisor; again, 

appointing a black woman as his legal advisor; and again 

appointing a black woman as his spokesperson. [Interjections.] 

We congratulate Trudi Makhaya, Nokukhanya Jele and Khusela 

Diko on their appointments in this high office. 

[Interjections.]  
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We also congratulate Comrade Dr Gerhardus Koornhof and Comrade 

Ebrahim Ebrahim for their appointments as parliamentary 

counsellors to the President and the Deputy President, 

respectively. As the Leader of Government Business, the Deputy 

President is responsible for issuing a quarterly statement on 

the performance of the executive and the monitoring and 

implementation of governments’ legislative programme. Although 

the President and Deputy President regularly and religiously 

account to both houses as per our Rules and the Constitution, 

there is currently no oversight mechanism over the annual 

performance plan of Vote No 1 in Parliament. This matter is 

receiving the attention of the Rules Committee. 

 

President, we urge the Office of the President to speedily 

fill the vacancy of chief operating officer which arose due to 

the departure of Ms Lakela Kaunda on secondment to the 

Ministry of Co-operative Governance and Traditional Affairs. 

We thank Ms Kaunda for her distinct service to the Presidency 

since 2009 until early this year. 

 

Our programme for national unity and social cohesion as a 

strategic goal under the Presidency must be fostered through 

collaboration wherein all social partners become change agents 
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for the betterment of this country. The power of collaborative 

work in the interest of our country was seen during 

deliberations by social partners at National Economic 

Development and Labour Council, Nedlac, led by you hon 

President, on the national minimum wage. The National Minimum 

Wage Bill is scheduled for adoption by the National Assembly 

next week within this workers month of May. 

 

This intervention will improve the income of over 6 million 

workers who continue to experience slave wages that are far 

below the proposed national minimum wage. Those who attack 

this progressive effort by government in this regard and the 

current Bill before Parliament, do so merely on the basis of 

cheap politicking at the expense of the most vulnerable 

workers of this country. 

 

A key component of the developmental state is capacity and 

stability, especially in the higher echelons of the public 

service. Hon President, we must therefore raise our concern 

with the high turnover rate of director-generals in government 

over the years. Our new political environment therefore 

presents the President and his government with an opportunity 

to come up with measures to contain this worrying trend and 
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development. History has proven that where there is 

administrative stability with the relevant acumen and know-

how, there is better service delivery. In mentioning director-

generals, we must give special recognition to Dr Cassius 

Lubisi for his steady leadership and fidelity as director-

general in the Presidency and Secretary of Cabinet. 

 

In advancing South Africa’s role in the regional, continental 

and international arena, we applaud South Africa’s involvement 

in the development of an agreement on an African Continental 

Free Trade Area aimed to deepen the economic integration of 

the African continent, which was presented at an African 

Union, AU, summit in Kigali in March 2018. We are also looking 

forward to the Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa, 

Brics, summit in July here in our motherland. The Presidency’s 

budget is comparatively lower than that of other government 

departments. The allocation of over R512 million for the 2018-

19 financial year is essentially intended to provide support, 

co-ordination and oversight in terms of government policy 

development and implementation. This money is therefore needed 

to co-ordinate the work of government towards the attainment 

of our developmental goals as set out in the NDP. The ANC 
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fully supports this budget proposals and allocations to Vote 

No 1. Thank you very much. [Applause.] 

 

The LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION: Madam Speaker, Mr President, hon 

members, fellow South Africans – bagaetsho - dumelang [good 

day]. 

 

This week, the President will celebrate his first 100 days in 

office. I want to offer our own congratulations to him for 

what he has sought to achieve in the past three months. 

 

In particular, the President and his party have made two 

announcements that have become very critical in the recent 

days and I want to welcome those announcements. 

 

Firstly, the President has confirmed to the people of South 

Africa that he will not oppose our court application to scrap 

the deal by which the state would cover all of former 

President Jacob Zuma’s legal defence fees. [Applause.] The 

President’s decision, an announcement that he will abide by 

the court’s decision in this matter is an important step 

towards finally seeing justice for Mr Zuma. His trial has been 

so long delayed only because he was able to use public funds 
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to delay this court process. And I believe that once this 

strategy is no longer available to him, we will know that 

justice for his crimes will follow swiftly. His retirement 

must be as uncomfortable for him as his Presidency was for the 

people of South Africa. [Applause.] 

 

Secondly, the governing party has, in the last few days, 

completed an about-turn on amending the Constitution to enable 

land expropriation without compensation. [Applause.] The ANC 

has said that it plans to do this within the confines of the 

current Constitutional framework. This is a very significant 

departure from the language the President has used in the 

previous times. Because I think it is right Mr President, that 

the current provision in the Constitution safeguards against 

arbitrary expropriation and requires “just and equitable” 

compensation. It is a far cry from the broad-ranging 

permission to expropriate whatever, whenever, with no 

compensation. 

 

Setswana: 

Ke dumalana le wena gore ... 

 

English:  
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... then we can take the fight against land grabs that this 

government and you have spoken about today and I welcome your 

decision in this regard. Because it demonstrates to the people 

of South Africa that the President has shifted form the EFF’s 

position where expropriated land is owned by the state, to the 

position the DA has always held, which is that property rights 

must be protected. This, Mr President, is progress. 

[Applause.] 

 

But, let us not stop there, Mr President. Let’s us in fact 

take the thousands of hectares of state-owned farmland and 

hand this back to the people of this country. [Applause.] 

 

Rre [Mr] Ramaphosa, like many South Africans, I grew up under 

Group Areas Act ... [Interjections.] 

 

Setswana: 

Batsadi ba me ba ne ba sa kgone go ka nna beng ba ntlo eo ba 

neng ba nna mo go yone. Ke a lebogela tshusumetso ya Molaotheo 

gore gompieno ba kgona go bona di title deed. A re tswelele 

pele re fe Maaforika Borwa di title deed re ye pele. 

 

English: 
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In metros and towns with DA-led governments we have already 

started to deliver over 100 000 title deeds, making the people 

of South Africa home owners. Let’s double these efforts. 

[Applause.] 

 

Mr President, you said we must work together to achieve 

fundamental social and economic change. And therefore, I want 

to invite you to the rural community of Gwatyu ... 

 

IsiXhosa: 

... phaya eMpuma Koloni apho abantu bakuthi basokolayo baphila 

ngaphandle komhlaba. 

 

English: 

They’ve been waiting for decades for land. Mr President, let 

us go together; it is well within the means of this 

Constitution to handover those farms to those farmers so that 

black South Africans can own that land and prosper. 

[Applause.] 

 

But hon member, these two matters are substantive and go to 

the heart of what the Ramaphosa Presidency needs to achieve. 

Namely, he must show real commitment to building a capable 
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state that is corruption-free; and he must prove that it will 

return us to meaningful economic growth that creates jobs. 

 

However, when we take stock of the first 100 days, the early 

morning mists of the new dawn are starting to lift and burn 

away under the glare of the country and the world. 

 

Given how we suffered under the Presidency of Jacob Zuma, it 

is understandable that for some time the country gave the new 

President ample benefit of the doubt. But now in the harsh 

light of day, the conferences, the summits, talk shops and PR 

launches, simply won’t cut it. Too many of our people in South 

Africa are unemployed; millions more work in jobs that are 

insecure and inconsistent. What we need, fellow South 

Africans, is real, urgent and demonstrable change. 

 

If we want to rebuild our country, it needs a new agenda. And 

what I want to focus on today, in this House, is an agenda for 

reform. A change that will bring the South Africa that we want 

to bring. And the starting point is that we have to bring deep 

political reform. 
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We must break free from the politics of identity as practiced 

by liberation movements across the continent. Our people need 

a political system in which their choices express their ideals 

and not their race. This is what lies at the core of the 

project that the DA is leading; our mission is to build one 

South Africa for all – black, white, Indian and coloured. 

[Applause.] 

 

The political scientist and journalist, Yascha Mounk, 

describes this challenge in his book, The People vs Democracy, 

when he says: 

 

The noble experiment of multi-ethnic democracy can only 

succeed if all of its adherents start to emphasize what 

unites rather than what divides. In the last eight years, 

a righteous impatience with the continuing reality of 

racial injustice has increasingly pushed some people to 

denounce the principles of liberal democracy as 

hypocritical, or even to make group rights the building 

block of society. This is a moral as well as a strategic 

mistake: The only society that can treat all of its 

members with respect is one in which every individual 

enjoys rights on the basis of being a citizen, not on the 
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basis of belonging to a particular group.  

 

This was written for an American context, but it is relevant 

for us here today as we try to build a truly multi-ethnic 

democracy. This demands a government and a President that is 

committed not to some citizens but to all our citizens. 

 

Fellow South Africans, what is absolutely crucial about this 

agenda of building a political reform is building a capable 

state. And in this regard I want to congratulate the Western 

Cape government for an exceptional audit opinion that shows 

where the DA governs, hayi siyasebenza [we are working]. 

[Applause.] 

 

So many of our country’s recent problems can be traced back to 

the ANC’s policy of cadre deployment. When you appoint people 

purely on their allegiance, you are putting the interests of a 

faction ahead of the interests of South Africans. 

 

Mr President, you are going to have to summon all of your 

political skills to deal with the factions in your party that 

harass you from every side even with more intensity than 

before. We see this playing out in the North West and the 
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decision to place the province under administration can only 

be driven by politics rather than good governance. Because if 

it was truly about governance then let’s go to KwaZulu-Natal, 

KZN, and Mpumalanga; let’s sort out those provinces also and 

place them under administration. Because many people could ask 

the question “what has Supra [Mahumapelo] done that DD 

[Mabuza] has not done or Ace [Magashule] has not done?” We are 

seeing it in the negotiated settlement here in Cabinet, where 

certain Ministers have kept their positions, Minister Nomvula 

Mokonyane and Minister Malusi Gigaba have all been kept in 

Cabinet because we are trying to bring factions to ... 

[Inaudible.] [Interjection.] 

 

Mr P J MNGUNI: Deputy Speaker, I rise on a point of order: 

consistently, the hon Leader of the Opposition refers to 

members of the House in a manner that is in violation of the 

Rules. The hon Deputy President, he referred to him ... the 

hon Mokonyane and other members ... shall you please ask the 

Leader of the Opposition to refer to hon members in the 

appropriate manner as pertained in the Rules. Thank you. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: He said Ministers and then named them. 
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Setswana: 

MOETELEDIPELE WA LEKOKOKGANETSO: Ke a leboga rra. 

 

English: 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: [Interjections.] Yes. Hon member, he said 

Ministers and then named them. Let’s proceed please! 

 

Mr P J MNGUNI: He said DD! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, if you said DD, no nicknames 

please! 

 

The LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION: Okay, hon DD. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: [laughter.] No, you know that’s improper. 

Say it properly sir. 

 

The LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION: Mabuza. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, just say it properly and let’s 

proceed. Save your time. Hon who? 
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The LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION: Hon DD Mabuza. Can I not say it 

that way? 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Okay, you can. Go ahead now! 

 

The LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION: Mr President, if we are going to 

reform the nature of the state, I would urge that we turn away 

from the policy of cadre deployment and employ the best people 

in government so that we can deliver for our people. 

 

Mr President, if we are going to continue with factionalism, 

you would have to explain to the people of South Africa “why 

Mr Moyane is treated in one way but Mr Fraser is treated in a 

completely different way.” instead of putting Mr Fraser in a 

corner cell you’ve given him a corner office at the Department 

of Correctional Services. [Applause.] 

 

Equally so, if we are serious about dealing with state 

capture, we have to deal with all the people who were involved 

and I would urge to start with Mr Magashule who cannot go 

unpunished and those who were responsible must be held 

accountable. [Applause.] 
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Bagaetsho [Compatriots], we have to cut out all of these out 

of government. And we must ensure that if we are serious about 

dealing with this, let us deal with people who were involved 

in state capture like Ace Magashule. 

 

Hon members, let us take a leaf. In the DA we don’t speak, we 

just act and therefore, already you can see Mayor Mashaba has 

already uncovered over R15 billion of corruption in 

Johannesburg; let the National Prosecuting Authority, NPA, 

investigate, you will see half the ANC cadres there will end 

up in jail. 

 

But secondly hon members, we need sweeping economic reforms. 

We need a President that grasps the full scope of our 

challenge in our country if we are going to overcome it. 

Because it is a big challenge. 

 

The latest Labour Force Survey tells us that, today, a 

staggering 9,5 million South Africans are without work. That’s 

264 000 more than the previous quarter. When it comes to South 

Africans under the age of 24, the unemployment rate has now 

moved up to 66%; two-thirds of our young people cannot find 

jobs. And we are not preparing them for the world of work 
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either. Around 78% of our Grade 4 children cannot read for 

meaning. Barely ten years old, we have already failed these 

young citizens. 

 

Over the past decade our Foreign Direct Investment has 

plummeted and our national debt has skyrocketed. These are the 

problems that define our nation today. This is what our 

President ought to be focusing on. 

 

President Ramaphosa has the advantage of following in the 

footsteps of the very worst the ANC has had to offer to our 

country. Simply reversing some of Mr Zuma’s worst mistakes, 

like appointing new boards at Eskom, Passenger Rail Agency of 

SA, Prasa, and Transnet is correctly welcomed but I urge you 

to say “it won’t be enough.”  

 

Make no mistake; I welcome the new boards at our embattled 

state-owned entities, SOEs. But Mr President, instead of 

changing boards we should be bringing real reform; we should 

begin by selling off some of these SOEs. [Applause.] It is 

very clear that SA Airways, SAA, is a serious fiscal risk, Mr 

President, and yet you and your government continue to ask 

poor South Africans to fund it by paying more for their food, 
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transport, increasing Value Added Tax, VAT; why don’t you cut 

VAT instead of clipping and rather clip the wings of SAA by 

selling it off. [Applause.] 

 

We need to be serious about living within our means, so that 

when we look at our bloated cabinet and our very expensive 

administration, the word in town should be “half of the 

Cabinet must go and half of the administration must be kept.” 

 

We need to be honest about what does and doesn’t work if we’re 

going to grow our economy and opening opportunities for our 

people. Let’s recognise that we need national government to 

step aside and let our cities be the drivers of economic 

growth. Let’s explore every avenue of getting young people 

into jobs including – and I would like to propose – adopting a 

national civilian year; a year where young people can be able 

to get a year of work, of internship in key government 

departments and in private sector so that our young people can 

have the dignity of work. [Applause.] 

 

Mr President, I would urge, as a meaningful step towards 

redress let’s introduce Jobs and Justice Fund. A fund where 

new entrants get a foothold into the economy. This would 
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demonstrate real redress, allowing the new miner, the new 

farmer and the new business owner to get a foot in the door. 

Not just those who are politically connected at the top. 

 

I, hon members, want to say if we simply tinker with existing 

policy we will not turn the ship around, we need comprehensive 

economic reform. 

 

Thirdly, Mr President I urge that we can speak for all our 

people in language that brings us together. We seem unable to 

have mature discussions about how to deal with the legacies of 

our past, in a way that does not still split us up by race and 

turn us against each other. We have become a country so ruled 

by our past that we simply cannot envisage a future, never 

mind achieve it. We are victims of a failing liberation 

movement that has no choice but to cling on to the past, 

because it has no credible plan for tomorrow. [Applause.] 

 

Every big conversation we have today is about what brought us 

here, and not about where we’re going. I want to urge that we 

need to look towards tomorrow. We need to bring solutions that 

are offered, that unite us as the people rather than those 

that divide us, we need to bring solutions that bring us 
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together. We are constantly being told that there must be 

losers for others to win. We are told that the advancement of 

economic opportunity in South Africa is a zero sum game. 

 

I don’t believe this. I believe in the unity of our people and 

I believe that it is possible for us to build an inclusive 

society and an inclusive economy without creating enemies of 

each other. We can only do this together. And our President, 

we ought to be obsessed about the future and make boldly a 

case for one South Africa for all; born out of our values of 

freedom, fairness and opportunity and building a diverse 

society. 

 

Fourthly, we need a President that can put the interests of 

young South Africans first. There is no greater shame to every 

member of this House than our country’s dismal public 

education. It should haunt our thoughts every day. It should 

be a standing item on the business of this House until it is 

sorted out. 

 

We will never fix South Africa until we can deliver quality, 

world-class public education. And we certainly won’t achieve 

this by slashing R7,2 billion from the education 
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infrastructure budget, as this government has done. 

 

Mr President, I want to urge you, stand up to SA Democratic 

Teachers Union, SADTU. The organisation that so hobbles our 

education system and now controls six out of nine provincial 

education departments. We can lament state capture at SOEs, 

but let’s never forget the state capture that is happening due 

to SADTU in our provinces. 

 

Fifthly, we need a President that can restore South Africa’s 

honour on the global stage. We need a President that can re-

establish our moral authority in the world and on the 

continent that we ought to be leading. We should not side with 

dictators and pariahs and allow genocidal criminals to go 

free. This is not the South Africa we envision. We should be 

world leaders in morality and peace, in human rights and 

democracy, and the President must take the lead in restoring 

us to that place. He can do so by abandoning our thought of 

withdrawing from the International Criminal Court, ICC. 

 

If anything, let us strengthen that institution by offering it our 

full support, sending to it our best jurists, and helping to ensure 

justice for the victims of crimes against humanity around the world 
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and certainly in our continent. [Applause.] 

 

Hon members, these are the reforms our country urgently needs. 

This is what is required from our President. But it’s going to 

be very hard for President Ramaphosa because he doesn’t have 

the mandate for meaningful reform. We, maybe, have room for 

tinkering but we need deliberate reform. We can’t just look to 

someone who is better at executing the old plan; we need a new 

plan. We need a President that bold enough to lead our country 

out of the perilous situation we are in. Time will tell if our 

President can do this. 

 

Time will tell if we have a President who will deliver real 

change or if we simply have a slightly more presentable 

version of the old one. 

 

If we want to help serve our people who put us here in this 

House with their votes, we have to start treating their future 

as our number one priority. And that future is one that is 

shared by each and every South African, regardless of what 

race they are. We must stop making enemies of our society. We 

must stop mobilising around race. 
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Mr President, you once – as others say sometimes our politics 

are between black parties versus white parties - said that if 

we vote for the DA the “boers will come back”. I would hope 

and I believe that this language will be put behind because 

these are lies that divide our nation and we need to build a 

united South Africa for all. 

 

If you put these views and this language behind you, because 

it doesn’t serve our country. It causes divisions while we 

should be uniting our people. It takes a lot of effort to keep 

these fights going. Let us rather put all that effort into 

building a prosperous, non-racial, inclusive South Africa. 

 

Let us make ours a nation where people no longer feel 

threatened by criminals in their homes, their streets, and 

their schools. Let us rebuild our police service into one than 

can protect our communities and make our neighbourhoods safe 

again. Let’s begin by shifting control of the police to our 

provinces. Let’s introduce rural safety units so that farmers 

and farm workers can sleep well at night. 
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Let us give our military what they need to be able to properly 

protect and secure our borders. 

 

Let us put our efforts into fixing this broken education 

system that the majority of our children still receive. Let’s 

bring back accountability in teaching and let’s attract the 

best talent and passion that is crucial to this crucial job. 

 

Let us commit to meaningful land reform with full title for 

people. 

 

Let us reconfirm that ours is a nation governed by the Rule of 

Law. That there’s one law for all our citizens, no matter how 

rich or politically connected. But most importantly, let us 

look for the future in everything that we do. Because if we 

don’t we will never progress as a nation. If we keep looking 

at the rear-view mirror, that’s where we will end up. 

 

Mr President, this task before you is not an easy one. The 

reforms our country so desperately needs are at odds with much 

of the ideology your party still clings to. If you decide to 

put your country first, it could come at a cost to the ANC. 

But I assure you, if we don’t make these reforms we will be 
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left behind. 

 

Fellow South Africans, We’re part of a global society, a 

global economy. We have to be competitive and resilient. 

 

We need leadership that recognises this and can make the tough 

decisions that will move us forward. We need a President who 

will fearlessly confront the enemies of our progress including 

those inside his party or his alliance. We need a President 

who plans future victories and not ones who leans on the 

crutch of past glories. We need a President strong enough to 

introduce the reforms that will save our country even if that 

means taking on his members in his own party. 

 

Fellow South Africans, in a recent while we will go to the 

polls. This election will be a choice about the future of 

South Africa or whether we will be twanged and shackled to our 

past. Let us learn from countries that have prospered; that 

have a decision that it is better for us to be competitive and 

for South Africa to be an investment destination so that our 

people can find work. 
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I believe, if we make the bold tough reforms, not only will 

this country be a prosperous one, it can be one as a model to 

the world about how black people and white people can work 

together. I believe it’s possible and if we stand and focus on 

the future we can turn the painful past that we faced. 

 

A Morena a boloke setjhaba sa heso 

Nkosi sikelel’iAfrika 

God bless South Africa 

 

I thank you very much. [Applause.] 

 

Mr J S MALEMA: Deputy Speaker, hon President, the deputy 

president of the EFF and officials, and the EFF caucus, I send 

my condolences to my brother and leader Jackson Mthembu. As 

the product of a domestic worker, I can relate, and I hope 

that our secretary-general did send our condolences to your 

family.  

 

My brother, having said so, I think you will find it in your 

heart to withdraw the quotation you made because we shouldn’t 

move from national consciousness or even from black 

consciousness to tribal consciousness. You made a quote, 
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wanting to sound clever, but it was the wrong quotation. Can 

you imagine if we start calling each other a Zulu President, a 

Xhosa President or a Swati Chief Whip? It degenerates, and it 

is unacceptable, and I know you are the type of cadre that, if 

you have made a mistake, you accept and correct that mistake. 

Find it in you to withdraw that quotation because it is 

unacceptable. [Applause.] 

 

Mr President, I didn’t come here with a speech. I brought the 

speech you gave during the state of the nation address, and I 

want to take you on based on it. You promised a jobs summit in 

the next few months. Nothing has happened despite growing 

calls from both within and outside the ANC, particularly that 

young people remain unemployed in our country. When you came 

here, you created the impression that it would be done as soon 

as possible.  

 

You have now postponed the investment conference instead. You 

have appointed an investment envoy to travel overseas and 

attract foreign direct investment, but I do not have faith in 

that envoy. That envoy looks like a 1996 class project 

regrouping. I hope Jeremy and Blade can see what they have set 

our country up for.  
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Mr P J MNGUNI: Deputy Speaker, I rise in terms of Rule 82. I 

would ask the hon Malema to please utilise Rule 82 and refer 

to the hon Cronin appropriately. Thank you, Deputy Speaker.  

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Alright. 

 

Mr J S MALEMA: The hon Cronin and the hon Nzimande, then – one 

can see what they have set our country on course for because 

it is clear we are going back to 1996 policies that didn’t 

work for our country, and you know very well the whole world 

is saying you cannot grow the economy with foreign direct 

investment only. You have to stimulate local investment that 

is led by the state, but we don’t see that coming from you.  

 

Mr President, you said you were going to reduce the 

departments, and everybody was excited, and nothing has 

happened. You actually brought certain people back into 

Cabinet. Cabinet is still big with 35 Ministers and 36 Deputy 

Ministers. The majority of those Deputy Ministers are 

extremely useless. [Interjections.] Let me give you an example 

using a friend of mine called Cassel Mathale. I don’t 

understand ...  

 



UNREVISED HANSARD 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

WEDNESDAY, 23 MAY 2018 

Page: 67 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Malema ...  

 

Mr J S MALEMA: ... hon Cassel Mathale. I don’t understand why 

there should be a Deputy Minister of Small Business 

Development. That department itself is so useless. On top of 

it being so useless, you still add a Deputy Minister. It is 

unnecessary. It is unacceptable. [Interjections.] I do it with 

Cassel because he will know that I don’t mean anything bad. It 

is a friendly fight. If I do so with any other ...  

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Malema! Hon Malema! 

 

Mr J S MALEMA: Hon Cassel Mathale.  

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, please do that consistently now.  

 

Mr J S MALEMA: Yes, yes, I will learn to do it. So, Mr 

President, reduce the Cabinet. Save us money and redirect that 

money to departments that need it. If you do so by removing 

some of your colleagues, particularly those who supported you, 

that will be a show of character – that you are not in it for 

factional reasons but that you are in it to build a capable 

state that will deliver with a well-sized, manageable team.  
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President, I came here and told you that you are bluffing 

about the land. Now you are wishy-washy and saying all manner 

of things. It is clear you are not going to expropriate land 

without compensation, but I need to tell you that we had 

issued an instruction in the EFF for people to scale down the 

occupation of land because we wanted to give you time. 

However, since you are no longer clear, we have made a call, 

and we make it even here, for our people to occupy the 

unoccupied land. It is their land because the ANC is not going 

to give them land anytime soon.  

 

You demonstrated that you are not serious when you appointed 

the hon Maite to the Rural Development and Land Reform 

portfolio. She knows nothing about the land, and half the time 

she is sleeping! I know her. [Interjections.] She just wakes 

up now because I am talking about her food. If I were not 

talking about her food, she would not stand up. Every time, 

she gets up when we speak about her sleeping in this 

Parliament. Why appoint such a person who has no clue? 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Malema, you weren’t here yesterday. 

Please, when I ask that you take your seat, take your seat. 
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Just take your seat. Take your seat! Take your seat, hon 

Malema! 

 

Ms Z S DLAMINI-DUBAZANA: Deputy Speaker, I rise on Rule 84: 

The hon Sello Julius Malema constantly fails to address hon 

members properly – “Maite”, “Cassel”. Could he please refrain 

from that? Thank you.  

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member Malema, we have said so. Please 

stick to the Rules. [Interjections.] 

 

Mr J S MALEMA: So, our people must continue to occupy land. 

This land belongs to us, and if the ANC wants to kill our 

people for rightfully claiming the land, let the ANC do so. 

You did it in Marikana. Do it with the people who are seeking 

their own land. It is their land. They require nobody’s 

permission to occupy this land.  

 

Mr President, you launched the YES programme – the Youth 

Employment Service initiative – but that was a copycat 

programme of the DA, which is going to cause young black to be 

stuck there for a salary of merely R3 500 per month. When you 

compare that with their white counterparts who are getting 
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R20 000, it is not going to work. It has failed before. 

Treasury itself admitted that this programme will not be 

successful.  

 

The hon Motsoaledi is not here, but the state of health is 

shocking in this country. Half of the ambulances in KwaZulu-

Natal don’t work. Half of the ambulances in Limpopo don’t 

work. Our people are not receiving any form of public health 

in South Africa. We are saying this is a priority. The ANC 

should pause and ask what they should do to save black African 

lives in particular because those are the facilities used by 

our people.  

 

With reference to Sars, yes, you fired Moyane. That is the 

only thing you have done, but I can tell you now that you will 

not win the case against Moyane because you handled it in a 

clumsy manner. We want Moyane gone, but you have four charges 

against him, one of them being that he misled Parliament. The 

finance committee in Parliament said there is no such thing. 

That charge is going to fall off even before it goes into a 

hearing. Let us do things properly. By handling these things 

in a clumsy manner, it will not deliver the required results.  
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President, the Special Investigating Unit, SIU, investigators 

are extremely corrupt.  

 

Mr Y I CARRIM: Can I raise a point of order, please, Deputy 

Speaker? It is wrong to misrepresent what happened in the 

committee today. There was no decision taken – no such 

decision. It was an open meeting.  

 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: On a point of order, Deputy 

Speaker: With respect, you spoke yesterday, and others spoke 

about interrupting speakers with frivolous points of order. 

That is not a point of order. It is a point of debate, and Mr 

Malema should not be interrupted by that sort of frivolity in 

the House. [Interjections.] 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, proceed.  

 

Mr N F SHIVUMBU: I want to raise a point of order on the 

Chairperson of the Standing Committee on Finance who tried to 

build a case today against Moyane ...  

 

An HON MEMBER: ... waiting for you, Floyd. 

 



UNREVISED HANSARD 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

WEDNESDAY, 23 MAY 2018 

Page: 72 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: ... and he failed dismally. I was working 

with a corrupt guy, “Momo”, from National Treasury. They 

failed to build a case today. In fact ... 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members! Please take your seat! Hon 

Malema, proceed. Order! Proceed, hon member.  

 

Mr J S MALEMA: SIU is corrupt. You make a proclamation; they 

go and investigate. If they don’t find anything wrong, they 

ask money from people. If you don’t give them money, they 

withhold the report. They don’t announce the report, or they 

announce some clumsy thing, which is not very clear, clearing 

individuals. Check into those investigating officers in the 

SIU, the most corrupt institution. Corruption has taken root 

in the Hawks now. The Hawks are not only corrupt, but they are 

now participating in cash-in-transit heists. The army people 

are into that as well. There is a general degeneration in 

South Africa under your leadership.  

 

The cash-in-transit heists are uncontrollable. Why? It is 

because you are weak. You are not firm, and criminals don’t 

like weak people. You must take a firm stand and say the day 

you produce an AK-47 against the police and security, you will 
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meet your maker. Government would have ceased to recognise 

your rights the day you turn an AK-47 on innocent people. Our 

people are dying. The security is dying. The police officers 

who are honourable are dying. They don’t get firm support from 

your leadership. The SIU extends jobs even after finishing 

investigations. Why? It is because the investigated department 

is the one that is paying. Remember, the SIU is unemployed 

without your proclamation. So, if you don’t make 

proclamations, they extend so that they can keep busy. You 

need to look into that.  

 

Then, hon Molekane, the biggest defender of corruption in the 

intelligence committee, you make people sign a nonsensical 

oath not to tell us what is happening in that committee of 

intelligence. There is too much corruption there, and we want 

to tell you and this Parliament that we will not abide by that 

oath of that intelligence committee. [Applause.] For as long 

as there is corruption, we are going to expose that, man. They 

steal money and hide in the name of intelligence. Molekane – 

not even the hon Dipuo – the Deputy Minister is the one who is 

number one in defending the corruption taking place in the 

intelligence: crime intelligence, military intelligence, 

including the intelligence department itself.  



UNREVISED HANSARD 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

WEDNESDAY, 23 MAY 2018 

Page: 74 

 

Our fellow South African, the Indian fellow – I forget his 

name – in KwaZulu-Natal, hired 50 members of his family, a 

well-known corrupt fellow who has been stealing money from 

crime intelligence. You have never acted against that 

individual.  

 

Ms Z S DLAMINI-DUBAZANA: Deputy Speaker, on a point of order 

...  

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Wait, wait! Wait. Wait. [Interjections.] 

Hon Malema, please take your seat. Let’s do this properly. 

What point do you rise on, madam? 

 

Ms Z S DLAMINI-DUBAZANA: Deputy Speaker, the hon Sello Julius 

Malema knows very well that if he has so many allegations 

against the Deputy Minister, he has to make a substantive 

motion towards those allegations.  

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Malema, you have made quite hectic 

allegations against the Minister, and you know the Rules 

regarding it. You have to withdraw the statement you made 

about it. If you want to make it ...  
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Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Which allegation? Deputy Speaker ...  

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, I haven’t given you a chance 

to speak.  

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Which allegations? I am calling a point of 

order.  

 

Mr J S MALEMA: Which allegations are you talking about? 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Don’t scream at me!  

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Don’t scream at me either! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am speaking, hon Shivambu. You will take 

your seat.  

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: I am calling a point of order! 

 

Mr J S MALEMA: Which allegations are we talking about? 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: You will take your seat.  
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Mr N F SHIVAMBU: I am calling a point of order on you! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, take your seat so that ...  

 

Mr J S MALEMA: So, they are not going to steal the money of 

our people and tell us we can’t raise issues here. If we can’t 

raise issues in this Parliament, where are we going to raise 

issues? 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Malema ... 

 

Mr J S MALEMA: These people are continuing to steal under your 

leadership! They are stealing! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Malema, there are Rules in this House.  

 

Mr J S MALEMA: What Rules? Rules of stealing? The Rules of 

stealing? 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Malema, if you don’t want to abide by 

the Rules of the House ...  

 

Mr J S MALEMA: Which allegations? 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: You are in violation of the Rules of the 

House.  

 

Mr J S MALEMA: Which allegations did I make and against whom?  

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, you said ... let me read you 

the Rule. 

 

Mr J S MALEMA: Read what I said, not the Rule. 

[Interjections.] 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, you keep talking whilst I am 

speaking, and this is out of order. Take your seat, please, so 

that I can address you. [Interjections.] Hon members, it is 

inappropriate, according to Rule 85, to reflect upon members, 

the President and Ministers and Deputy Ministers who are not 

members of the Assembly, specifically.  

 

Hon member, I am speaking. Put your hands down! I am speaking. 

[Interjections.] No member may impute ... Order, hon members! 

Stop screaming! You are responsible Members of Parliament! Can 

you keep quiet? 
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Prince M G BUTHELEZI: Deputy Speaker, on a point of order: We 

cannot hear a word you are saying.  

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Shenge, this is precisely what I am 

trying to do – to get members to be quiet.  

 

Prince M G BUTHELEZI: You cannot let them ... but they are 

screaming. We cannot hear a word of what you are saying. The 

screaming completely drowns out what you are saying. 

[Interjections.] 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Hon members, can we please 

respect the House. No member may impute improper motives to 

any other member or cast personal reflection upon a member’s 

integrity or dignity or verbally abuse a member in any other 

manner. A member who wishes to bring any improper, unethical 

conduct on the part of another member to the attention of the 

House may do so only by way of a separate substantive motion 

comprising a clearly formulated and properly substantiated 

charge that, in the opinion of the Speaker, prima facie, 

warrants consideration by the House. Subrules (1) and (2) 

apply also to reflections upon the President, Ministers and 
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Deputy Ministers who are not members of the House, as the hon 

Ellen Molekane is. So, you have to withdraw the remark.  

 

Mr G A GARDEE: Deputy Speaker, can we call you to order, 

please.  

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, go ahead. Call me to order. What is 

your point of order? 

 

Mr G A GARDEE: Deputy Speaker, the hon member who stood up and 

made a point of order with reference to the hon Malema is 

frivolous because she cannot even recall what the hon Malema 

said. You can even ask her to stand up. What is it she wants 

our commander-in-chief to withdraw? She doesn’t even know. 

Nothing of sorts in that Rule book you are reading has 

anything related to what the hon member said.  

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, sit down.  

 

Mr G A GARDEE: You didn’t hear anything yourself. It is that 

one! Tell her to stand up and recite it! She has forgotten. 

She does not even know! 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Gardee! Hon Gardee! 

 

Mr G A GARDEE: I can tell you. Call that one! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Gardee, I wish you to respect the 

House. The hon member raised a point of order. I have 

responded to it because I heard what the hon Malema said. 

[Interjections.] I am reading the relevant part of the Rules 

that applies to him.  

 

Mr J S MALEMA: What did I say? 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, what you said about the hon 

Deputy Minister Molekane ...  

 

Mr J S MALEMA: Which is what?  

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: What you said is inappropriate and breaks 

the Rules. [Interjections.] 

 

Mr J S MALEMA: Which is what? What? 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: You must withdraw it. If you don’t wish to 

withdraw it ...  

 

Mr G A GARDEE: On a point of order, Deputy Speaker ...  

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: ... you will not ... let me be clear! 

 

Mr J S MALEMA: Let me tell you what I said about her.  

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, take your seat. Let me take 

your Chief Whip’s point of order. What is your point of order, 

hon member? 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Sir, in terms of the Rules you have in your 

hand, the procedure is that if there is a violation of a Rule 

in terms of a single sentence said by a member, another member 

can rise and point specifically to say that this is the 

sentence that isn’t consistent with the Rules of the National 

Assembly. Then you, as the presiding officer, must illustrate 

that the sentence uttered is inconsistent with the Rules of 

the National Assembly. [Interjections.] Then you tell the 

person who is speaking to withdraw that particular statement. 

You cannot then generally say that when we are exposing 
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corruption in the Joint Standing Committee on Intelligence, he 

must withdraw anything. How are we going to say it except 

through this Parliament? What did the commander-in-chief say 

that is against the Rules of the National Assembly? Point to 

that, and we will then determine whether we withdraw or not so 

that we can close on other issues, please! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much, hon member, for your 

rich opinion. I appreciate it.  

 

Mr G A GARDEE: Maybe it would help to say we will check the 

Hansard. Then we can corroborate the debate.  

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members ...  

 

Mr G A GARDEE: We will check the Hansard, and then you will 

make the ruling in the next sitting. That is going to help 

you.  

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, I have requested you to 

withdraw the statement you made against the Minister ...   

 

Mr J S MALEMA: Which one? 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: ... the Deputy Minister, which you 

expressly expressed. You will withdraw it. If you don’t, hon 

member, you are refusing to obey the Rules.  

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Deputy Speaker ...  

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have given you a chance.  

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: On a point of order: The secretary-general of 

the EFF is 100% correct that if there is a dispute in terms of 

what was said here in the House, you always have a recourse 

option. You can always say we are going to get the Hansard 

that is an exact record of what gets said here. 

[Interjections.] Then, during the next sitting of the House, 

you can request a member to withdraw what he said in a 

previous sitting. It is permissible. Don’t on a dispute ...  

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Alright. Alright.  

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: ... you can always refer it to the next 

sitting of the House, and then we will challenge it ourselves 

in the Rules Committee before you even make a final ruling. I 

put it to you that the ruling you are about to make now is 
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inconsistent with the spirit of this House. It isn’t 

consistent with the Constitution that allows us, as 

Parliament, to expose corruption and oversee the executive. 

So, please, don’t rush into a ruling which is going to be 

unnecessary. I can feel now that you are going to try and 

chase the commander-in-chief out, based on a ruling where 

there is a dispute about what was said or what was not said. 

Let’s look at the Hansard. Allow the commander-in-chief to 

conclude, and then we will take the debate forward. Please! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Shivambu, what I said is that the hon 

member raised a point of order. I want to remind you. I also 

heard the hon Malema say ... [Interjections.] ... just keep 

your heels. It is better if you do not say the things you are 

saying now because it is out of order. You are interrupting 

the Chair! [Interjections.]  

 

Hon Malema, your reference to the hon Molekane, that she is a 

defender of corruption, implies that she is corrupt. 

Therefore, it is wrong, and you must immediately withdraw 

that. [Interjections.] What you impute ... hon members, you 

cannot contest the ruling in the House. You cannot contest ...  
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Mr J S MALEMA: Hon Deputy Speaker, I withdraw. Let’s proceed. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you very much. Hon member, take your 

seat! 

 

Mr J S MALEMA: Let’s proceed. I must deal with these things 

before you chase me out. I am not going anywhere. I am here. 

[Applause.] [Interjections.] 

 

Now, the oath that our members are made to take, they actually 

are being asked to cover up corruption. They are leasing 

buildings, these people. They cannot tell you how many square 

meters. They cannot tell you where the building is. They just 

give you an amount – this is how much we are going to pay per 

square meter. When you try and investigate that, they say it 

is classified information. How can a square meter be 

classified information? [Laughter.] We need to expose these 

types of shenanigans going on in the intelligence community.  

 

Mr President, you promised a comprehensive package of services 

to women and children. The Minister of Women is going to speak 

here because we are not hearing anything about how you are 

going to empower women, particularly the girl child. Young 
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girls are being killed in South Africa. Men have declared war 

against women, but the government does not have a clear 

strategy on how they plan to deal with that. Young women do 

not have sanitary towels. They want to be helped.  

 

Talking of this, Mr President, it reminds me of a question I 

have for you: Where is the First Lady? You never go anywhere 

with the First Lady. [Laughter.] [Interjections.] You never 

engage in any programme that seeks to give us a good image of 

a President with a family. Some of these sanitary towel 

programmes should be taken up by our beautiful First Lady. We 

hope there is no crisis, Mr President. [Interjections.] 

 

Mr President, your Finance Minister is not the type of guy we 

all think he is. We wrote a letter to the Finance Minister 

asking him who proposed him as the Deputy Minister of Finance. 

Who made him Minister of Finance? When he was Deputy Minister, 

who did he promise the businesses? When he was in the position 

of Minister, did he follow up on those businesses he promised 

those people from the Public Investment Corporation who made 

him a Minister? I wrote him a letter. I want him to answer 

honourably because I have the time, the minutes, and where the 

meetings took place. [Interjections.] 
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He is not the type of guy we think he is. He is extremely 

dangerous. When this information comes, you will all be 

shocked that he is corrupt as hell! [Applause.] 

[Interjections.] 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members, I would like to ... 

[Interjections.] [Applause.] ... Hon members, this is 

Parliament ... [Applause.] ... and the Rules of Parliament ... 

[Applause.] ... will be applied appropriately. 

 

I am going to refer this matter. The hon Malema has made two 

pronouncements in the House, from the podium. The first one is 

that he is calling on people to occupy land. 

 

HON MEMBERS: Yes! Yes! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon Malema swore to abide by the 

Constitution and all other laws. [Interjections.] When he said 

what he said there, I think it raises very crucial questions. 

Secondly ... 

 

Mr J S MALEMA: Deputy Speaker, on a point of order: I want to 

repeat it. They must occupy land. 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member ... 

 

Mr J S MALEMA: You can do whatever you want to do. They must 

occupy land. There is nothing you can do. There is nothing 

this Parliament can do. With or without you, people are going 

to occupy land! [Interjections.] 

 

We require no permission from you, from the President or 

anyone. We don’t care! You can do whatever you want to do. Who 

are you to tell us whether we can occupy land, or not? We are 

going to occupy land. South Africans, occupy land! 

[Interjections.] 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 

 

Mr J S MALEMA: That’s who we are. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members ... 

 

Mr J S MALEMA: Do whatever you want to do. You can withdraw my 

membership from this useless Parliament! [Interjections.] 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, hon member? [Interjections.] 
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The DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND CORRECTIONAL SERVICES 

RESPONSIBLE FOR CORRECTIONAL SERVICES (Mr S P Makwetla): 

Deputy Speaker, may I please rise, respectfully, on a point of 

order? The House either has Rules, or it doesn’t have Rules. 

It really does not serve any purpose for members to stand up 

in total violation of the basic Rules of conducting a decent 

discussion in the House. [Interjections.] 

 

The first Rule states that when a presiding officer addresses 

you, your resume your seat and allow the presiding officer to 

address you until he finishes his point. We cannot just have 

members doing as they wish and, at the same time, be waving 

the Rule book about. [Interjections.] 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Alright. Thank you very much. 

 

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND CORRECTIONAL SERVICES 

RESPONSIBLE FOR CORRECTIONAL SERVICES (Mr S P Makwetla): It 

makes a mockery of the Rules of the House! [Interjections.] 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, hon member. Hon members, I 

think this ... 
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Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Deputy Speaker, on a point of order ... 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. No, hon member. I am speaking! Take 

your seat. I will recognise you. Just take your seat. 

 

Hon members, I am pointing this out because I think it’s a 

serious, contemptuous violation of the Rules. It is also in 

contempt of the Chair, and it has been expressed as such. 

[Interjections.] I think this matter must be taken up in the 

appropriate structures and I do refer it to the Speaker 

directly, because I think this is unacceptable. We will not 

accept it. I wish ... 

 

Mr G A GARDEE: Deputy Speaker, on a point of order: What Rule 

are you quoting that forbids the commander in chief from 

speaking about land occupation in South Africa? 

[Interjections.] We have got absolute freedom of expression in 

this Parliament, as outlined in the Constitution and the Rules 

of this House. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member ... 
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Mr G A GARDEE: What Rule are you using to forbid any 

expression? Even disagreeing with the occupation of land is a 

point of debate. Why don’t you state it yourself, from there? 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member ... 

 

Mr G A GARDEE: What you’re saying is illegal. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member ... 

 

Mr G A GARDEE: You’re the one who is illegal. We are going to 

subject you to the appropriate process of the Rules Committee 

and charge you for misrepresenting the Rules of this House. 

Why do you undermine the Constitution like that? 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, thank you very much. Hon 

member, I have made a ruling and I would like to move on to 

the next speaker. The hon Minister in the Presidency, for 

Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation. 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: On a point of order, Deputy Speaker: You said 

you were going to recognise me, and I respected you. 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, hon member. Speak. 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Yes. You must always be reminded of your 

duties. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: You don’t like peace in any way. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member ... 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Nobody has complained about the speech by the 

speaker at the podium. From nowhere, you just want to appease 

white monopoly capital and make the white racists happy about 

the issue of your stance on land. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member ... 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Nobody has complained to you, Deputy Speaker. 

What are you trying to achieve? 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, this is neither procedure ... 
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Mr N F SHIVAMBU: That is your problem. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: ... nor privilege. 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: You are even replying instead of making a 

ruling. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Take your seat, hon member! 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: You are just descending into the ... 

[Inaudible.] 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Take your seat, hon member! 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: That’s all you know! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, hon member. This matter is not on the 

agenda again. No. 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Deputy Speaker ... 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No! 
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Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Deputy Speaker ... 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, hon member! 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Deputy Speaker, on a point of order ... 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: We have said, hon member ... 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: On a point of order, Deputy Speaker ... 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: ... this matter has been addressed. 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: On a point of order! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have made a ruling on this matter. 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: But I’m raising a point of order! You don’t 

know what I’m going to say. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, I’ve raised ... 
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Mr N F SHIVAMBU: You don’t know what I’m going to say. You 

can’t say you have ruled on an issue that I’m still going to 

speak about now. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, I’m going to ... 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Let’s draw a simple illustration for you. You 

can only pass a ruling in terms of the Rules of the National 

Assembly when another member has called a point of order on 

what has been said there. You are not here to interfere and 

put sentences and commas into the statements of Members of 

Parliament. You have got no right to do that. You have no such 

permission. The ... [Inaudible.] ... don’t allow you ... 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member ... 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: ... so, don’t allow your subjectivity ... 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member ... hon member ... 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: ... to undermine this process of the land 

debate. If you want to express your views, go and express them 
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wherever you want to express them, but don’t interfere with 

speakers when they speak here. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, take ... 

 

Mr N F SHIVAMBU: Land is going to be occupied. We are not 

apologetic about it. We can say it here, in Parliament, and we 

will continue to say it. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, take your seat. We are not 

going to proceed on this line. No. 

 

Ms L MATHYS: Deputy Speaker ... 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The answer is no. 

 

Ms L MATHYS: But you don’t even know ... You can’t just say no 

to me! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. No. The answer is no! 

 

Ms L MATHYS: Those ANC Ministers just stand up and say things. 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, hon member ... 

 

Ms L MATHYS: Your ANC Ministers have been doing corrupt things 

here. They follow no Rules and you want to come and preach to 

us about Rules. We are going to occupy land! [Interjections.] 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members, we have ... [Interjections.] 

... dealt with this matter. 

 

Mr L G MOKOENA: Deputy Speaker ... 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: We have dealt with this matter, hon 

members. 

 

Mr L G MOKOENA: Deputy Speaker ... 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I don’t know what you are debating. 

 

Mr L G MOKOENA: Deputy Speaker ... 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: We don’t know what you are debating. 

[Interjections.] 

 



UNREVISED HANSARD 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

WEDNESDAY, 23 MAY 2018 

Page: 98 

 

Mr L G MOKOENA: Deputy Speaker ... 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Take your seats, all of you. 

[Interjections.] Take your seats, hon members. 

 

Mr L G MOKOENA: Deputy Speaker ... 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I want to speak to you. Take your seats. 

 

Mr L G MOKOENA: ... I want to make a point. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, no, no. [Interjections.] Take your 

seats. 

 

Mr L G MOKOENA: That land is going to be occupied by our 

people! [Interjections.] It’s going to be occupied. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, you are being contemptuous of 

the Rules, of the Chair, and of what I have said on this 

matter. 

 

Prince M G BUTHELEZI: On a point of order, sir ... 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Shenge? 

 

Prince M G BUTHELEZI: Deputy Speaker, I was just wondering 

whether the Rules don’t give you power to actually deal with 

this situation.  [Interjections.] We really cannot have a 

Tower of Babel situation, here, and have you, sir, not use 

your powers, which are enshrined in the Rules. I don’t think 

it’s right for you not to use the powers which you have. 

[Interjections.] 

 

Ms E N NTLANGWINI: Deputy Speaker, on a point of order ... On 

a point of order, Deputy Speaker ... On a point of order, 

Deputy Speaker: My hand has been up for a long time and you 

have seen me but you are ignoring me. My hand has been up for 

a long time, Deputy Speaker. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members, I have exhausted ... 

 

Ms E N NTLANGWINI: On a point of order, Deputy Speaker: I 

demand to speak here. I am a Member of Parliament. 

[Interjections.] I demand to speak here. My hand has been up 

for a long time and you have been ignoring me. 
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[Interjections.] We will occupy unoccupied land and that is a 

fact ... 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Let me point out to you ... 

 

Ms E N NTLANGWINI: ... whether you are too cowardly to do it, 

EFF members must do it. The communities must do it. They must 

take it! My hand was up. You are ignoring me! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, this is ... 

 

Ms E N NTLANGWINI: Why are you ignoring me? 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member ... 

 

Ms E N NTLANGWINI: I am a Member of Parliament, just like you. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, listen to the Chair. No point 

of order may be raised in response to a considered ruling in 

terms of sub-Rule (5). You continue to do it and you are 

violating the Rules. [Interjections.] No, hon member. 

 

Ms M S KHAWULA: On a point of order, Deputy Speaker ... 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. 

 

IsiZulu: 

Nk M S KHAWULA: Sekela Sihlalo,  

 

English: 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, you are not going to be allowed … 

 

IsiZulu: 

Nk M S KHAWULA: Cha, okwami nawe ... [Ubuwelewele.] 

 

English: 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: If you insist, hon members ... if you 

insist ... 

 

IsiZulu: 

Nk M S KHAWULA: Uzongikhomba kodwa. 

 

English: 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No! It’s not going to happen because it is 

clear you are all raising the same point ... 
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IsiZulu: 

Nk M S KHAWULA: Kanti wena kuyakujabulisa uma ubona abantu 

bakini abamnyama benganawo umhlaba. Uthini uma usuka 

esikhumulweni sezindiza ubabona behlezi kabuhlungu. Ukhombisa 

ukuthi nina nidayise ngezwe la ngabantu bakini. Ibuhlungu 

lento eniyenzayo.  

 

English: 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members ... 

 

IsiZulu: 

Nk M S KHAWULA: Futhi umhlaba sizowuthatha ngenkani.  

 

English: 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members ... 

 

Ms M S KHAWULA: We are sick and tired. 

 

IsiZulu: 

Nathi baphucwa omkhulu bethu kabuhlungu bayofakwa ematsheni. 

[Ubuwelewele.] 

 

English: 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon member, please take your seat. 

 

IsiZulu: 

Nk M S KHAWULA: Ungadlali ngathi wena. 

 

English: 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Take your seat. Hon members, we are 

proceeding, now. 

 

Mr G A GARDEE: Deputy Speaker, can we raise a motion of no 

confidence in you? You get out of the Chair and the Speaker 

comes back. You are degenerating the House every time you sit 

there. There must be something wrong with you. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members ... 

 

Mr G A GARDEE: Can you please, just get out of here! Madam 

Speaker, you are proper. Ever since Zuma left, you have been 

proper. [Interjections.] 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members, you are violating ... 

 

An HON MEMBER: Ah, go, man! Go home. 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: You must go! [Laughter.] I request that 

you go, hon members, all of you. 

 

An HON MEMBER: You must go! You must go! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: All of you. All of you. 

 

HON MEMBERS: You must go! You must go! You must go! 

[Interjections.] 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members, you are all screaming. 

[Interjections.] I see you and I suggest that you go. I 

request the Serjeant-at-arms to escort members out of the 

House. [Interjections.] 

 

HON MEMBERS: You must go! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Yes! 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Yes! 
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HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Yes! 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have requested the Serjeant-at-arms. 

Where is she? 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Yes! 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Yes! 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Yes! 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! Occupy land! Occupy land! 
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Malema ... 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Shivambu ... 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! Occupy land! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Matiase ... 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! Occupy land! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Ntlangwini ... 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Gardee, hon Mhlongo ... 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! Occupy land! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Mashabela ... 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! Occupy land! Occupy land! 
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An HON MEMBER: Yes! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Khawula ... 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Yes! 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! Occupy land! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: ... please leave, hon members, as 

requested. 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! Occupy land! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: If you don’t wish to, we will request 

Protection Services to assist the Serjeant-at-arms ... 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! Occupy land! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: ... to lead the members out of the House. 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 
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An HON MEMBER: Without compensation! 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Without compensation! 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Without compensation! 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Without compensation! 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Without compensation! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Without compensation! 
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HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Without compensation! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: You will leave the House ... 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Without compensation! 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: ... gently, on your own, members ... 

 

An HON MEMBER: Without compensation! 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Without compensation! 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: ... because it is better that way. Yes. 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 
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An HON MEMBER: Without compensation! 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Without compensation! 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Without compensation! 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Without compensation! 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Without compensation! 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Without compensation! 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 
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An HON MEMBER: Without compensation! 

 

HON MEMBERS: Occupy land! 

 

An HON MEMBER: Without compensation! [Interjections.] 

 

Mr G A GARDEE: You can stay on your seat and preside over the 

whites of the DA because you just want to impress them. 

 

An HON MEMBER: You are useless! You must leave that position! 

 

Mr G A GARDEE: You are useless! 

 

IsiZulu: 

Nk M S KHAWULA: Nina nidayisa abantu bakini abamnyama.  

 

English: 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members, we will switch off the 

microphones. Please go. 

 

IsiZulu: 

Nk M S KHAWULA: Nantshontsha amavoti ngonyaka wezi-1994. 
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English: 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please go. [Interjections.] Thank you for 

your co-operation. [Interjections.] The hon Minister in the 

Presidency, for Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation, please 

come to the podium. [Applause.] 

 

The MINISTER IN THE PRESIDENCY FOR PLANNING, MONITORING AND 

EVALUATION: Madam Speaker, President of the Republic, His 

Excellency, Cyril Ramaphosa, Ministers and Deputy Ministers 

present here, hon members, directors-general and government 

officials, it is my great pleasure to make my contribution to 

the Presidency Budget Vote Speech.  

 

This is during the year in which we are celebrating the 

centenaries of the stalwarts of our liberation struggle – Mama 

Nontsikelelo Albertina Sisulu, a fearless champion of human 

rights, and Nelson Mandela, the first President of a 

democratic Republic.  

 

We celebrate Mama Sisulu under the theme: A Woman of 

Fortitude, while President Mandela’s centenary is organised 

under the theme: Be the Legacy. 
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It is very important that we honour all those who selflessly 

dedicated their life to the service of humanity. We must 

embrace the spirit of Thuma mina, as Tata Madiba and others 

did as volunteers for transformation during the defiance 

campaign.  

 

Deputy Speaker, before I say what I want to speak about, I 

want to say to hon Maimane that as revolutionalists we must 

always have a sense of history. So, we cannot ignore our 

history and that history illustrates that there was a 

deliberate and systematic dispossession of African people of 

their land, their life stock, their wealth and the policy to 

keep them unskilled and excluded from participating in the 

economy. [Applause.]  

 

Of course, that apartheid system was defeated and the 

democratic government of the ANC since 1994 has put in place 

strong institutions of democracy, such as chapter 9 

institutions, financial institutions, the judiciary and civil 

society organisations, and the NEDLAC.  

 

These are the pillars of our democratic developmental state. 

It is for this reason that the NDP is very emphatic on the 
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importance of the developmental state in tackling the root 

causes of poverty, inequality and unemployment.  

 

The NDP clearly states that: 

 

South Africa requires both a capable and developmental 

state, able to act to redress historical inequalities and 

a vibrant and thriving private sector. 

 

Of course, this means that we should develop multipronged 

growth strategies, so that while we address the pressing 

issues of poverty, unemployment and inequalities, we 

simultaneously build a developmental state by establishing 

strong institutions that reinforce economic growth. 

Independent institutions such as Statistics SA are the 

conscience of the nation, bringing to light sobering facts 

important for evidence-based planning and policy-making. 

 

Your Excellency, Mr President, to accelerate progress, the 

development of the integrated National Development Plan to 

comprehensively address the challenges, adopted in 2012, 

followed a rigorous public consultation process, which 

involved multiple stakeholders, including state entities, the 
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private sector, civil society and labour. All these 

stakeholders worked with the National Planning Commission, 

NPC, to develop the plan. The core priorities of the plan, of 

course, is to fight challenges that we are facing, but we want 

to say all institution that were part of developing the plan 

must also be part of implementing the plan, it’s not a 

government plan. It must be implemented by everybody. 

 

Hon members, while we have the NDP as the lodestar that guides 

our development endeavours, there is a great need for co-

ordinated and integrated planning across government. Our 

current state of planning is fragmented, which undermines 

policy coherence and co-ordination, resulting in poor 

implementation and outcomes. 

 

The Department of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation 

developed and presented the Integrated Planning Framework Bill 

which is aiming at institutionalising planning to integrate 

across government and ensure alignment between national, 

provincial and local government planning and other sectors. 

 

The Bill proposes a five-year implementation plan for the NDP 

to ensure focus on resourcing and immediate, short and medium-
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term deliverables to ensure the achievement of our long-term 

developmental goals of the NDP. Last month, the Bill was 

approved by Cabinet for public comments. It will still 

comeback to Cabinet after public comments. 

 

As a developmental state we should have integrated 

comprehensive institutionalised nationwide planning utilising 

the resources and talents in the NPC and Statistics SA and 

other institutions. The implementation of the NDP will be 

better achieved through the new spatial planning moving away 

from the apartheid spatial planning. The spatial framework 

that we inherited from the apartheid state is designed in such 

a manner that the majority of our people do not have easy 

access to resources and essential services. 

 

Spatial transformation particularly in municipal spaces is one 

of the necessary interventions to change the socioeconomic 

conditions of the marginalized masses of South Africans.  

 

The NDP recognizes that, without deliberate and focused 

efforts to change the spatial configuration, public and 

private sector spending can exacerbate existing spatial 

divisions and reinforce economic exclusion. 
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Hon members, we need to create a new planning system that will 

ensure the spatial development of African people so that they 

live closer to work opportunities, require less travel to 

reach recreational centres, hospitals and other essential 

facilities. To this end, work has started on the development 

of the National Spatial Development Framework and we will 

closely monitor its development. 

 

Mr President and hon members, the democratic government has 

increased access to healthcare, of course, there are 

challenges in the healthcare system but there have been 

effective interventions and most evidenced by the increase at 

life expectancy by the reduction of infertility, maternal 

mortality rates, reduction of deaths from HIV and so, yes 

there are challenges but we have achieved quite a lot in that 

area.  

 

In fact, interventions that will further reinforce will be the 

National Health Insurance scheme which will ensure that our 

people are able to access quality, cost-effective and holistic 

healthcare that is located close to where they live and work.  
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The nutrition programme also in our schools, have helped our 

learners to learn and even those from poor families to have a 

meal. The state has also cushioned a staggering 17 million 

South Africans even those who are from poverty stricken 

through social grants. 

 

Madam Speaker and Deputy Speaker, President Ramaphosa has 

challenged all South Africans to make meaningful contribution 

towards transforming our society and the development of an 

inclusive economy through the Thuma mina campaign. He has 

galvanised the nation to speak in one voice, and Thuma Mina, 

has become a clarion call to inspire active citizenry, as 

espoused by the National Development Plan, our nation’s long-

term plan.  

 

Thuma Mina to South Africans must mean that they contribute 

and become volunteers for transformation in our society, 

including the DA. This has heralded a new collective 

responsibility from our people, and our people are saying we 

are not waiting for handouts but we raise our hands-up to 

contribute to the building of our society. 
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A radical shift in the manner and pace in which we do things 

is urgently needed if we are to meet any of the targets 

articulated in the NDP. Radical socioeconomic transformation 

is premised on expediting fundamental changes required for 

black people to attain true economic freedom.  

 

At the core of this programme is the creation of decent work, 

accelerating shared and inclusive economic growth, and 

transforming the structure of production and ownership of 

business enterprises. 

 

The citizens must be the allies of the radical socioeconomic 

transformation. We need to make the relevant investments in 

order to achieve this. We must invest in our most precious 

resource, which are our people.  

 

A skills revolution will be important if we are to implement 

radical socioeconomic transformation, specifically in the 

science, technology, engineering, maths, research innovation 

and entrepreneurship. We need to invest in vocational training 

and efficient artisans. 
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Skills revolution will also be need if we are to play a 

meaningful role in the fourth industrial revolution. We need 

to equip our people with knowledge and resources so that they 

can actively contribute to our growth and development as a 

nation. The most defining factor in our development endeavours 

will be a massive skills revolution of which young people must 

be the primary architects. 

 

We believe that innovators and entrepreneurs have a potential 

to boost economic growth, increase employment and reduce 

poverty and inequality. Young innovators and entrepreneurs 

stand to contribute immensely in the creation of millions of 

jobs that we need for the realisation of an inclusive economy.  

 

Speaker and Deputy Speaker, as the President indicated 

earlier, we are not blind to the challenges that still remains 

in this country, and the World Bank in collaboration with 

Statistics SA and the Department of Performance, Monitoring 

and Evaluation, DPME, produced a report on Overcoming Poverty 

and Inequality in South Africa, which confirms the grim 

reality that South Africa is one of the most unequal countries 

in the world. That is not historic it’s present and we must 

find solutions to it. 
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The analysis of the report reveals that poverty is higher 

among female-headed households, that black South Africans 

consistently exhibit the highest poverty rates, and that 

poverty declines with the higher levels of education.  

 

The study makes the following startling observations: that 

inequality exists almost across the board; there is 

consumption inequality which is very high and has increased. 

There is high level of inequality of opportunities. There is 

wage inequality and is very high and is compounded by heavy 

polarisation of the two extremes. There is wealth inequality 

which is very high, even higher than income inequality. Most 

black people don’t have any assets, so that inequality is 

there.  

 

However, what is worrying more is that intergenerational 

mobility ordinarily in any country the next generation gets 

better than the previous one, but in South Africa that 

intergenerational mobility is not there. There is a vicious 

cycle of poverty in families and generations. So, indeed, this 

is a very difficult problem that we must be determined to 

change.  
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Our policy interventions to address the current condition 

should include – I have already mentioned skills revolution - 

accelerated roll-out of social and affordable housing and 

expanding basic services in underprivileged settlements. 

 

It also illustrates that labour income remains the most 

important source in reducing the level and depth of poverty 

over the period of 2006 to 2015, whilst income from social 

grants was the second most important. In rural areas income 

grants was by far the largest contributor to reducing the 

poverty gap.  

 

It also illustrated that whilst racial lines continue to 

determine poverty and inequality levels, the skills and labour 

market, incomes are an increasingly important determinant to 

deal with these challenges. The NDP states that South Africa 

requires both a capable state and a vibrant and thriving 

private sector. 

 

So, Mr President, your efforts in trying to create this 

vibrant private sector has to be doubled and we all have to 

put our shoulders in the wheel to make sure that this happens.  
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The development of the Integrated Planning Bill is 

intrinsically linked to the Cabinet’s decision to mandate the 

DPME and National Treasury to develop an Annual Budget 

Prioritisation Framework. The Mandate Paper is a significant 

step in the integration of governance across different 

spheres. 

 

The objective of this document is to establish the strategic 

framework for decision-making on budget priorities that are 

required to advance the goals of the NDP. The mandate paper 

focuses on strengthening the three key levers of NDP 

implementation: growing the economy, enhancing the 

capabilities of South Africans, and the building of a capable 

state. 

 

It ensures that the various national departments, provinces 

and local government align their budgets with the goals of the 

NDP. In our endeavours to monitor government performance and 

set new targets for the remainder of the NDP, we will produce 

the 25-year review as the basis for our development 

strategies.  
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The 25-year review is of particular significance as it will 

inform the implementation of the next Medium Term Strategic 

Framework, covering the period from 2019 to 2024. 

 

We are also mindful of the fact that there are a number of 

factors that remain obstacles in the attainment of our 

objectives. These include service delivery challenges that 

cause significant discomfort and inconvenience to our 

communities. We are doing our best to attend to all the 

pressing needs of our people. 

 

Over the past week, we had consultations with various 

stakeholders across the North West province where there were 

violent protests. Although the issues are very complex and 

diverse, we are convinced that they are not insurmountable. 

 

With every crisis we face, we must always draw lessons. Our 

experience in North West demonstrates quite clearly that the 

challenges that our society faces are intertwined and need an 

integrated approach for effective governance of our 

institutions for service delivery. 
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It also raises the need, as you have indicated, Mr President 

that our monitoring and evaluation experts must continuously 

monitor the provinces as well as the municipalities working 

with the national departments, also continuously interact with 

our communities to prevent the eruptions that ends up as 

violent protests.  

 

In the spirit of Thuma mina, we must be proactive and lend a 

hand to assist and find solutions so it must be Thuma mina, 

and fix it. [Applause.]  

 

Mr President, in order for us to realize Madiba’s dream of a 

selfless society, where everyone contributes towards the 

creation of a better life for all. His words still echo today, 

when he said: 

 

“There can be no greater gift than that of giving one’s time 

and energy without expecting anything in return.” And 

therefore, our people are galvanised to doing this, working 

for the nation, volunteering, and making sure that we fix 

things where it is possible.  
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It is very important for all of us to ensure that we restore 

hope and dignity to our people. And we are on the process of 

doing that, but we must also remember that our people are not 

passive recipients of services; our people must feel that they 

are given the capacity to be part and parcel of changing their 

own situations. [Applause.] 

 

As I conclude, Madam Speaker, I would like to reiterate the 

call for all South Africans to contribute towards the 

betterment of our society. We might be of varying religions, 

ideologies and political persuasions, but we claim allegiance 

to one nation. Let us join hands and work towards the creation 

of a better and more prosperous South Africa. It is through 

working together that we can propel our nation to prosperity, 

to greatness. Thank you. 

 

Prince M G BUTHELEZI: Hon Deputy Speaker, hon Speaker, Your 

Excellency the President of the Republic; hon Ministers and 

Deputy Ministers, honourable members, I say there is an 

expression that you cannot teach an old woman how to suck an 

egg and I think sir, with due respect, I wish you could use 

your powers because we cannot afford the chaos that we have 

had here. This type of Babel situation in this House, we 
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cannot afford it and the power that we have, even switching 

off the speaker ... [Applause.] and therefore I think the IFP 

will support any investigation as to whether making statements 

in the House to incite people to clearly do what is illegal 

falls under the cover of freedom of speech ... [Applause.] or 

taking advantage unfairly of parliamentary immunity. 

[Applause.] 

 

Over the next three years, the Presidency’s budget will need 

to be cut by close to R30 million. Indeed, budget cuts are the 

common refrain throughout all departments. As the director-

general of National Treasury explained, “The focus of the 2018 

Budget has solely been on the reprioritisation of existing 

baseline funding.” In other words, trying to figure out which 

programmes can be dumped. National Treasury has given us some 

frightening figures. Within the next four years, gross 

national debt is expected to exceed 60% of our gross domestic 

product, GDP. Right now, South Africa’s debt stands at over 

44% of the GDP. In a country of 54,5 million people, that is a 

debt per citizen of R35 823. Well, in that case, our children 

are being born with a debt burden that we cannot pay. 
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According to the Presidency‘s Annual Performance Plan, if we 

are to stabilise debt below 60% of GDP in the next decade, we 

will need to implement spending cuts, or tax hikes, of around 

R40 billion. But how do you cut R40 billion of expenditure 

without affecting job creation for instance? Or without 

cutting social benefits for instance? Or neglecting critical 

programmes? Where will the Presidency make cuts? Laudably, the 

appointment of consultants will be reduced. Deals will be 

renegotiated with service providers. There will be less 

spending on employee bursaries and on corporate branded 

clothing for employees‘personal use. When it comes to 

significant spending items, the intention is to slow the 

average growth rate of expenditure over the next few years. 

Indeed, in the medium-term, communication will actually have a 

negative growth rate. And where expenditure on computer 

services grew at over 40% in the last three years, in the next 

three years it will grow by just half a percent. Nevertheless, 

computer services will now take up more than 24% of the total 

budget for Goods and Services. Why? Well, it’s impossible to 

know; because once again we have not had the privilege of 

interrogating this Budget in an oversight committee. That 

would have allowed us to pose questions to the director 

general before coming to this House. 
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As I have said many times in this House, this is neither fair 

on the President himself nor conducive to our work as Members 

of Parliament. Considering the number of Constitutional Court 

rulings on the centrality of parliamentary oversight, we 

cannot afford to keep ignoring this shortcoming. It must be 

finalised in the Rules Committee so that the officials in the 

Presidency can be interrogated by an oversight committee, like 

any other government officials. Why can’t the Presidency’s 

budget be scrutinised by the oversight committee just like any 

others? It would allow us to ask whether an assessment has 

been done of all the legal costs accumulated under the former 

President for example. 

 

We could also ask whether the cost-saving measures to curb 

travel and subsistence expenditure are really effective. 

Travel and subsistence eats up a biggest part of the Goods and 

Services budget. Indeed it is the only significant spending 

item that is out of sync with the trend of slowed down 

spending. It just keeps on growing. The new cost-saving 

measures suggest how far things went in the wrong direction. 

They include business class tickets only being purchased for 

qualifying officials, accommodation and subsistence 

expenditure being limited to maximum allowable rates, and the 
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utilisation of negotiated discounted airfares. It sounds as 

though the bare minimum is only being done now. 

 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon Shenge ...  

 

IsiZulu: 

 ... ngicela uyivale Baba. Sesiphelile isikhathi sakho. 

Sekubomvu, uyasibona isikhathi laphayana sibomvu, siphelile 

isikhathi. 

 

English: 

Prince M G BUTHELEZI: Thanks. [Interjections.] 

 

IsiZulu: 

USEKELA SOMLOMO: Yivale Baba. Yivale! Yivale! Yivale! 

 

English: 

Say your last idea. 

 

Prince M G BUTHELEZI: Oh! Just in closing ... I am sorry, you 

know, you will find out one day when you get to my age that 

... [Laughter.] as you get on your hearing is affected. Your 

Excellency, I appreciate the efforts being made by the 
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Presidency, and by all government departments, to curb 

unnecessary expenditure. I only agree with the leader of the 

opposition when he says if we do not reign in SA Democratic 

Teachers Union ... [Inaudible.] this country is finished and I 

would like also lastly to say that we supported the amendment 

of the ANC during the debate on land because of the amendment 

because we felt that we needed to be cautious about it and I 

think that you are a hard-beating politician, don’t mind being 

called a coward and all those things. I mean the thing that 

you are talking about that we need to entice investors to this 

country will not happen if we do not handle this issue 

properly. So, my only caution is that, when belts are further 

tightened, as they will need to be, we are careful to 

sacrifice the frills, rather than the substance. With that 

caution, the IFP supports this Budget. [Applause.] 

 

Prof N M KHUBISA: Hon Deputy Speaker, hon President, 

Ministers, Deputy Ministers, colleagues, Members of 

Parliament, guests in the gallery; we have some reasons to 

support this budget as the NFP and of course Mr President we 

want to support the strides you are making into trying to lure 

investor confidence in our country and also to ensure that we 

create a conducive environment for job creation because that 
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is what we need in our country. So, even if we engage in a 

dialogue, a discourse, but there are issues that we need to 

agree on as a nation.  

 

Now this debate on Vote 1 is conducted at a time when the 

nation is witnessing a myriad of social ills. I know Mr 

President; you are also carrying your own scorecard as you try 

to reflect on the 100 days that you have spent in office. You 

have been up and about, trying to convince South Africans that 

a new dawn has arrived and all of us must be willing to be 

sent somewhere to contribute to the welfare of the people of 

South Africa. Let me say that many wrong things have 

resurfaced in our country. The spate of the killing of women 

and children is a demon that has re-emerged and which must be 

dealt with immediately. Things are getting out of hand and we 

want to say as the NFP, this issue of the killing of our women 

and children is taking us back as a country and we cannot 

afford to be in a country that is not safe for our people 

especially our women and children and linked to this, is the 

killing of the public representatives and officials in 

municipalities. The law must bite and the report that at a 

certain police station in Pretoria parents reported a missing 

child and were turned away and were called to come back later 
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and then later a body of a dead child was found in a veld is a 

sordid tale of those entrusted with authority but are failing 

to do the right thing.  

 

Crime is ravaging our country and the law enforcement agencies 

must tighten the belt and deal decisively with it. But it is 

also appropriate that this House commends Constable Nompilo 

Ngwenya who successfully used all her skills which eventually 

led to 25 life sentences for a serial rapist Shadrack Chauke 

who terrorised Thembisa and had raped 17 women. We take off 

our hats to Constable Ngwenya and other police officers who 

continue to do some sterling work out there because we have 

good police officers out there who are doing good work. 

[Applause.] The second matter which is very important is the 

crumbling or decaying infrastructure in hospitals and schools. 

Twenty-three years into democracy and we still have pit or 

bucket toilets. It should not happen again that we have a 

learner who falls or slips and dies in a pit toilet. As 

reports continue to show, there is an urgency to develop and 

upgrade infrastructure and I am happy that even your Inter-

Ministerial Committee found the same issue in the North West 

province. There is a shortage of medicine in some hospitals 

especially in rural areas. Most clinics and hospitals are in a 
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state of disrepair. These are matters have to be attended to 

and I want to say fraud also must be dealt with. Create jobs 

for our young people and ensure that this country that looks 

after the young people and creates the best education for our 

country. Thank you very much Deputy Speaker. We support the 

Budget. [Applause] 

 

Ms G K TSEKE: Thank you very much Deputy Speaker. His 

Excellency, the President of the Republic, Cyril Ramaphosa, 

the Speaker of the NA, Ms Mbethe, Ministers and Deputy 

Ministers present, Members of Parliament, our guests in the 

gallery, good afternoon.  

 

In the future, long after myself and other hon members have 

left this House; it will be inhabited by the young people of 

today. The vibrant youth who today are enrolled in school, 

higher education institutions, participating in National Youth 

Service Programmes and starting their own businesses as a 

result of the support that this government has provided to 

them.  

 

From the early years of colonial rule, South African youth has 

participated in various forms against the racist character of 
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colonialism, oppression, and segregation policies that 

subjected Black people, young and old to indignity and 

inferior status. South Africa’s concept of youth development 

is influenced by historical conditions that have shaped the 

country and its democratic goals based on the principles of 

social and economic justice, human rights, empowerment, 

participation, active citizenship, the promotion of public 

benefit, redistribution progressive and developmental values.  

 

Hon Deputy Speaker, as elected representatives, we have the 

responsibility to see to it that the decisions we take, have a 

direct impact on the lives of all citizens, especially young 

people. We have to do all this fully cognisant of the fact 

that the youth are not leaders of tomorrow, but they are 

leaders today and we are vested with the responsibility to 

ensure we take decisions that will nurture and free the 

potential of each young person. Too many of our young people 

still suffer the triple challenges of unemployment, inequality 

and poverty that inhibits their potential growth as citizens 

of our country.  

 

There are political parties in this House who promote a 

culture of crude and vulgar behaviour and encourage young 
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people to do the same. They have abandoned the entrenched 

principles of democracy which focus on social cohesion, mutual 

respect, nation building and patriotism and a willingness to 

compromise. As we are speaking Gugulethu is burning, they 

burnt the post office, and yesterday day they burnt the 

library because of the careless and irresponsible call for 

land grab. 

 

Hon Members, the DA is trying to present an image of a holier 

than thou party, always pointing fingers. Yet its party’s 

record in metros where they govern with the EFF’s support is 

dismal. In Tshwane, Mayor Msimang ensured that a person 

without suitable qualifications was appointed as his PA 

because she was the DA’s Chief Whip. [Interjections.] In 

Johannesburg Metro it is pay back time to the EFF. Mayor 

Mashaba is hiring and firing senior officials without any 

process ostensibly to open up positions for the EFF. 

[Interjections.]  

 

In the Western Cape province, the DA compels those who have 

qualified for appointment to senior positions to first sign up 

DA membership. If they decline, they are shown the door. 

[Interjections.] No, hon Maimane you have no moral authority 
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to accuse the ANC of cadre deployment and poor performance. 

Hon Malema, unfortunately you are not here. The President has 

no time to take the first lady around like you, who has 

recently been photographed with your lady on a luxurious boat 

trip. Twitter was abuzz with your photos.  

 

Hon members, let me quote Maya Angelou when she said:  

 

“When you know you are of worth, you don't have to raise 

your voice, you don't have to become rude, you don't have 

to become vulgar; you just are. And you are like the sky 

is, as the air is, the same way water is wet. It doesn’t 

have to protest. If you do not like something, change it. 

If you can’t change it, change your attitude”. 

[Applause.] 

 

Hon members, I wish to bring to your attention that there is a 

government agency solely focused on youth development which is 

providing hope to the young people of South Africa. The 

National Youth Development Agency, NYDA is an agency led by 

young people for young people. We should also dispel the myth 

and the propaganda that has been perpetuated by the media and 

opposition parties. For a long time, our people have been fed 
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lies. This agency has been accused of nepotism; let alone 

basing the appointments and grant allocations on the basis of 

political affiliation. The truth has been unmasked, which 

reminds me of Amilca Cabral when he said tell no lies: “claim 

no easy victories!”  

 

This agency indeed is in good hands under the present board 

and under your leadership Mr President. It has received clean 

audit for three consecutive years uninterrupted and high 

performance standards in pursuit of its mandate, youth 

development in the country. 

 

Hon members, as we mourn the death of the gallant hero of our 

struggle, Solomon Mahlangu, so tragically robbed of his youth 

and his future by the brutal regime 39 years ago; we find 

comfort in the Solomon Mahlangu Scholarship Fund, a flagship 

programme for the NYDA, which has produced graduates in 

different scarce skills discipline, let many more blossom. We 

further welcome the announcement and the implementation of a 

fee free higher education for first year students which will 

address the skills development gaps and create the pipeline of 

skills for the future economy.  
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South Africa’s academia is still dominated by white academics. 

I therefore recommend to the government to extend the 

scholarship to masters doctoral studies, to bridge this 

pandemic. This will make this scholarship unique to other 

bursaries - the President, and play a pivotal role in 

transforming the institutional and structural arrangements of 

our higher education. It is this ANC, which of course, came up 

with a resolution of a provision of free fee education to our 

poor and the working class. 

 

Deputy Speaker, I refer you to the National Development Plan 

Chapter 3 which states:  

 

“Small and expanding firms need to be more prominent and 

generate the majority of the new jobs. They will be 

stimulated through public and private procurement, 

improved access to debt and equity finance, a simplified 

regulatory environment and support services.”  

 

SMME‘s are responsible for the creation of the majority of 

jobs in the economy. We are proud that the NYDA has over the 

last three years assisted two and half thousand young people 

with start-ups creating more than 10 000 jobs in the economy 



UNREVISED HANSARD 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

WEDNESDAY, 23 MAY 2018 

Page: 140 

 

through its innovative and unique grant funding program; 

stimulating a culture of entrepreneurship amongst young people 

in South Africa.  

 

Allow me Deputy Speaker to tell you the story of a young man 

Bonisile Mjoli, a 33 year old entrepreneur from Motherwell in 

Port Elizabeth, who started his own business with just a few 

tyres and some skills acquired while working for one of the 

largest tyre service providers in South Africa. Now, Bonisile 

is the proud owner of All Sharp tyre fitment, sales and 

repairs centre. [Applause.] Bonisile took the first step and 

walked into a NYDA branch office in Port Elizabeth, where he 

received help on how to grow his business. He received a 

business grant to the value of R48 000 and business support 

services that took his business to the next level.  

 

Amongst the many successful stories of the NYDA Grant Funding, 

is the story of Shadreck Sithole. After four years in the 

corporate world, Shadreck from Johannesburg could no longer 

ignore the burning desire to build his own Fibre Optic legacy. 

He was given funding to the value of R43 999 to purchase 

equipment as well as a Business Plan Voucher to assist his 

business, Silverback World Infrastructure. The business offers 
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a variety of services such as IT support, network design and 

cyber security and currently boasts 27 employees. This is a 

good story to tell. [Applause.]  

 

We applaud Bonisile and Shadreck and many more young people, 

who are always at the forefront of youth development. 

Statistics suggest that up to 75% of these businesses are 

successful two years after disbursement thus strengthening the 

case for greater investment in young people. Hon members, 

these are the stories of ordinary young South Africans doing 

extraordinary things through the hand that this government, of 

course, led by the ANC, has extended to them. Let me quote a 

great revolutionary Ernesto Che Guevara when he said: “The 

revolutionary is not an apple that falls when it is ripe. You 

have to make it fall” [Applause.]  

 

Hon Deputy Speaker, whilst the agency continues to do good 

work, there is a general outcry from young people about its 

visibility and accessibility, more especially from the rural 

youth, those that are most marginalized from society. We 

therefore welcome the three year plan of the NYDA Board to 

open the offices in all district municipalities of the 

country. Having gone through the annual performance plans of 
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the agency, they have committed to open 15 offices in the 

current financial in different provinces, priority given to 

rural provinces. We will monitor as Members of Parliament and 

support this noble commitment very closely.  

 

We call upon municipalities to provide the infrastructure for 

NYDA to extend its reach to young people. We further commend 

this entity for taking this bold initiative within its current 

funding limitations and that they are establishing these sites 

through provincial and local government partnerships rather 

than creating new costs for the fiscus. We are indeed a 

government at work. We further commend the KwaZulu-Natal, Free 

State and Limpopo provincial governments for making 

allocations to the NYDA grant program and we urge other 

provinces to do so. Youth development is everyone’s business. 

 

In this regard we consider it important that young people can 

obtain guidance in a NYDA branches whereby they will be 

provided with training on preparing for job interviews and 

given templates on drafting their first CV’s and often placed 

into first time employment. The NYDA has over the past three 

years placed an estimated 25 000 young people in available job 

opportunities allowing them to be meaningful contributors to 
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the economy. South Africa is increasingly becoming a youthful 

nation.  

 

According to Stats SA mid-year population estimates the total 

population was about 56 million of the total population. The 

youth 14 to years population was estimated to be about 66%. 

The population estimates indicate that the youth population 

group, year on year, has been growing higher than the national 

average population growth meaning that there are more people 

joining this age group than the national population growth 

average. While young people constitute a larger number of our 

population register, a large number of young people living 

below poverty line, is increasingly high. Chairperson in 

conclusion, because I see that the time is over.  

 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes it is over.  

 

Hon President we applaud your initiative on a years programme 

and recently over the weekend you have launched a programme of 

Volvo drugs youth development in Amanzimtoti and the ANC 

applaud this initiative. Thank you very much. I support Budget 

Vote 1. [Applause.]  
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon members, we proceed with the debate 

and this is the turn of the Minister of Women in the 

Presidency, hon Bathabile Dlamini.  

 

The MINISTER OF WOMEN IN THE PRESIDENCY: Hon Deputy Speaker, 

President Cyril Ramaphosa, hon colleagues, hon Members of 

Parliament, esteemed guests, fellow South Africans, ladies and 

gentlemen, this Budget Vote of the Presidency occurs 

concurrent to our celebrations of very important centenarians 

in the history of South Africa’s struggle for liberation. 

 

We stand here in recognition and celebration of the selfless 

contributions of two women who will ever remain the true 

giants of our struggle against apartheid oppression. Mama 

Albertina Sisulu and Comrade Winnie Nomzamo Madikizela-Mandela 

were a formidable force against patriarchy in all its 

manifestations. 

 

Mama Nontsikelelo Albertina Sisulu’s light shines as the 

brightest symbol, personification of courage and the heroic 

struggle of South African women. Her passion for the 

liberation of her people focused on building structures that 

defended the movement during the dark days.  
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Mama Sisulu played an instrumental role in many of the 

landmark moments of our liberation struggle. These include the 

adoption of the Freedom Charter in 1955, and her election as 

the first woman President of the United Democratic Front, UDF. 

She was the first woman to be arrested under the General Laws 

Amendment Act. 

 

Ma Sisulu was the only woman to attend the first conference of 

the ANC Youth League, ANCYL, and was one of the organisers of 

the 1956 Women’s March. She was the organiser of the 

Federation of South African Women, President of the Federation 

of Transvaal Women, and the founding member of the ANC Women’s 

League, ANCWL. She played a pivotal role in the re-

establishment of the ANC Women’s League after the unbanning of 

the ANC in 1990. [Applause.] 

 

The memories of the sacrifices of Mama Winifred Nomzamo 

Madikizela Mandela are still very fresh in our minds. We laid 

to rest this giant of our struggle 39 days ago. Our duty as 

women of South Africa is to take lessons from the life of Mama 

Madikizela-Mandela. Mama Mandela always chose the freedom of 

our people and the emancipation of women over anything else. 
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This year marks one hundred years since the formation of the 

Bantu Women’s League, which was the precursor to the ANC 

Women’s League. Its first president was Charlotte Manye 

Maxeke, who exemplified the spirit of defiance and indomitable 

will in the face of an oppressive, racist and sexist regime. 

She had a clear understanding of nonsexism and was not 

conservative. She recruited to the ANC Reverend Mahabane who 

went on to become the President of the ANC. 

 

These gallant fighters of the women’s struggle had a vision of 

a free, nonracial, nonsexist society in which the oppression 

and exploitation of women is eradicated. These are the women 

who came from the trade union movement, and others who were 

highly educated, that started working together. To mention a 

few: Ray Alexander, Helen Joseph, Ruth Mompati, Bertha Mkhize, 

Sophia Williams-De Bruyn, Dulcie September, Rahima Moosa, and 

Fatima Meer. 

 

It is in this spirit that we call upon all South Africans, 

from all walks of life, to support our outstanding athlete, 

Caster Semenya, in the fight against a system that seeks to 

undermine and destroy her talent. [Applause.] This year we 

celebrate one hundred years of Tata Nelson Mandela’s life. At 
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the occasion of the adoption of the Constitution of the 

Republic of South Africa, Tata Mandela said, and I quote: 

 

Many new provisions on gender issues reflect the progress 

that we are making as a nation towards securing equality 

for our women compatriots who have for far too long 

suffered too many privations merely because of their 

gender. 

 

Since 1994, South Africa, led by the ANC in government, has 

made considerable progress towards empowering women through 

various legislative, policy and programmatic interventions. Mr 

President, as we participate in this budget debate, South 

Africa resembles a war zone! The war is against women and the 

girl-child! 

 

We have a national crisis! Murder, rape, brutal physical 

attacks, harmful practices, the denial of opportunities for 

the advancement of women across the board have become 

established practice in our society. When brutal killings of 

women are announced, they are always taken as business as 

usual and women are taken as statistics. The grief of families 
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who have lost their loved ones is real and the pain is 

unbearable.  

 

In the political arena, the economy, and in their social 

lives, women face everyday exclusion, discrimination, 

systematic segregation, physical and emotional violence, 

threats of, and actual death, many times at the hands of 

family members, boyfriends, husbands and those that are in 

control of business in big institutions. 

 

On the other hand we have to listen to the fears of the boy-

child. As from tomorrow, in our programme of take-a-girl-

child-to work, we have decided to include four boys. 

[Interjections.] It is important that we include boys and men 

in our programmes so that they understand what patriarchy is 

and what the abuse of women is about. [Applause.] We also have 

to listen to their experiences. 

 

How do we justify the aspirations in our Constitution against 

the reality that women face every day of their lives, unsure 

if they will still be alive in the next hour? This year alone, 

our country has witnessed a number of tragic and violent 

crimes against women and children. These include the brutal 
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and senseless killing of Katlego Joja, Zolile Khumalo, 

Ntombizodwa Dlamini, Lindiwe Sibiya and countless other young 

women and children whose names are too many to mention. They 

are trafficked and just disappear forever. [Interjections.] 

 

This past weekend, the country was shocked by the news that 

one of our youngest and brilliant female artists, Babes 

Wodumo, was allegedly abused by her partner. We also heard 

about another artist, Mshoza, who had allegedly endured 

unimagined violence by her husband. These are a few stories 

that make the headlines. 

 

Mr President, on 16 February 2018, during your maiden state of 

the nation address, you stood before the country’s ordinary 

men and women, on behalf of the ruling party, the ANC. Mr 

President, you spoke of a new dawn and humbly asked South 

Africa to send you to all corners of the country. You said, 

“#ThumaMina”. 

 

Whilst I will be carrying the message and the mandate of the 

ANC, I am here to bring you the message I carry from the women 

of this country. They say in order for you not to lose 
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direction, it is important that you put their cries on top of 

your agenda. 

 

IsiZulu: 

Amakhosikazi athi acela ukukuthuma ubhekane nesimo sokubulawa, 

nokudlwengulwa kwethu nabantwana bethu. Amakhosikazi athi 

azikhulisela abantwana ngokwawo. Amakhosikazi athi ...  

 

English:  

The fathers of their children are absent. The court system 

exists to protect women and their children. How does a woman 

in Muyexe or Mkhanyakude approach the courts to force the 

father of her children to take responsibility? The court 

system expects her to bring evidence to prove that she is 

indeed the one looking after her children. The administration 

and the process are long, frustrating and discouraging. 

 

Mr President, we urgently need one short emergency number that 

is dedicated to responding to the security of the people of 

South Africa. The country has too long, and too many numbers 

that do not speak to women and children. The number will then 

be organised according to various sectors or departments. 
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Patriarchy manifests itself in the power and domination of 

women by men in society. Patriarchy manifests itself in the 

power and control by men in all spheres of our lives. In fact, 

it has increased its offensive position against women - 

regardless of age, race, class, or ethnic group. 

 

It is patriarchy that drives fathers to sexually abuse their 

two-month-old babies! It is patriarchy that physically forces 

men on women and turns lovers into killers! It is patriarchy 

that convinces teenage boys to rape and steal from their 

grandmothers! It is patriarchy that forces women to reserve 

the best seat at the table for men! 

 

It is patriarchy that ensures that the power relations and 

actions within organisations and workplaces are patterned in a 

distinction between male and female! It is patriarchy that 

ensures that masculine principles dominate structures of 

authority, even in women-led sectors! 

 

Everywhere, women are seen as emotional, dramatic, requiring 

mentorship, seeking publicity and almost always untrusted with 

executive decisions. We are fully aware that patriarchy 

thrives on a series of privileges that reinforce power. We do 
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not, therefore, expect those who have held power for centuries 

to champion a struggle that could result in the loss of such 

privileges. 

 

Mr President, we welcome your announcement of two important 

initiatives that relate to our economy and employment 

opportunities for our young people. The first one is economic 

recovery and the drive to attract new investments into the 

country. We want these opportunities to benefit women and 

promote their participation in the economy and the labour 

market. 

 

In supporting the Youth Employment Service as the second 

initiative, we want to see this programme having a strong bias 

in favour of young women. This will form the important bridge 

to jobs in the economy for young women. Let’s make it happen, 

Mr President! [Applause.] We believe it is going to happen. 

This will form an important bridge to jobs in the economy for 

young women.  

 

Mr President, we take cue from your 2018 State of the Nation 

Address, in which you declared, and I quote: 
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Radical Economic Transformation requires that we 

fundamentally improve the position of black women and 

communities in the economy, ensuring that they are 

owners, managers, producers and financiers. 

 

We also welcome the President’s commitment to underpin the 

process of industrialisation on a transformative agenda. 

Government has also committed to the provision of crucial 

funding to innovative small business. In the current cycle, we 

will strengthen efforts to ensure that the R2,1 billion 

allocated to small and medium enterprises benefits women. 

 

The business sector continues to lag behind national efforts 

to eradicate sexist economic exclusion. There is only one 

female Chief Executive Officer in the Top 40 JSE-listed 

companies. Worse still, the South African gender pay gap is 

disturbingly high. 

 

Women who have made it to the top of the ladder purely on 

merit are constantly labelled ‘female employment equity 

candidates’ by men who think they have a birth right to be 

captains of the industry. Many boardrooms still resemble a 

‘conservative boys club’. [Applause.] 
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Equally, women in the lower end of the economy - in the 

factory floors, as domestic workers and as cleaners in offices 

- face daily harassment and demands for sexual favours from 

their male bosses and supervisors. 

 

The economic system and our labour market stubbornly refuses 

to acknowledge the different responsibilities that women have 

as mothers, wives, or as carers of young school-going 

children, the sick, and older persons in their households. The 

duty of care, every second, every minute, every hour, of every 

day, of every month, of every year, falls squarely on the 

shoulders of women. This fact is not included in the GDP. 

 

In the absence of a structured gender transformation agenda in 

the private sector, women’s promotion to decision-making 

bodies and gender equality is left to the whims of the 

executive and the boards, and thus falls far behind our 

national aspirations. Measures that will be applied more 

strictly are necessary in order to bind the private sector to 

gender transformation regulations. 

 

In South Africa, women continue to face discriminatory 

financial practices that frustrate their efforts to gain a 
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foothold and participate fully in the economy. In this regard, 

we recognise and applaud the pioneering efforts of former 

First Lady Mama Zanele Mbeki in spearheading a Women’s 

Development Bank, which is focussed on micro-financing. 

[Applause.] This bank has focused on micro-financing for women 

and has been able to deal with the hurdles that have been 

created by the finance industry. 

 

We want to congratulate the CEO of the National Empowerment 

Fund for prioritising women’s businesses in her programs. It 

is a fact that micro businesses such as hawkers, cooperatives 

and women’s spaza shops have contributed a lot towards the 

development of the country and the sustenance of families. 

 

One of the key objectives outlined in our annual performance 

plan is to develop a planning and budgeting framework. This 

framework has gender mainstreaming at its core and applies 

across all spheres of government.  

 

We have started working with the National Treasury and the 

Department of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation to ensure 

that all government departments and all state entities 

mainstream gender in all their planning and budget exercises. 
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All outcomes have to clearly show how the departments have 

contributed in the improvement of the quality of lives of 

women. [Applause.] 

 

Our proposal to the current Integrated Planning Framework Bill 

expresses this position clearly. We have commenced work on the 

National Gender Indicator Framework, which will cover all 

national outcomes relating to the National Development Plan. 

 

We have taken recognisable measures to fight centuries of 

systematic gender oppression. An effective National Gender 

Machinery is central to this. We support and champion the work 

of the Presidency in eradicating sexism and bringing about the 

socioeconomic emancipation of women. We are the voice of all 

women in the national gender machinery. [Applause.] 

 

Mr President, we also want to ensure that we have more women 

director-generals, women CEOs of public enterprises sector, 

and we must stop negative attitudes towards women in decision-

making bodies. The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 

of Discrimination Against Women, Cedaw, and SADC demand that 

we have a coordinating body/structure to fight gender-based 

violence. This is a burning issue for which government, civil 
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society organisations and business must collaborate and 

account on what they have done to fight this scourge. 

[Interjections.] 

 

Mr President, lets please help men and leaders to buy into our 

programme and let us plead with all political organisations to 

stop defending men who have abused women. [Interjections.] It 

is not my responsibility to defend ... [Time expired.] Thank 

you, Deputy Speaker. [Applause.] 

 

Dr B H HOLOMISA: Hon Deputy Speaker, hon President and hon 

members, the United Democratic Movement supports Budget Vote 

1. [Applause.] Mr President you continue to make bold 

statements on the economic front. The recent appointment of 

your special envoy on investments is encouraging. We hope that 

the instability that has the ruling party at the centre, will 

not undermine the work of these envoys. We also need to 

communicate a clear message that South Africa is working hard 

to be an investment destination of choice. 

 

Investments in our economy must be able to create jobs for the 

majority of young people who constitute the large section of 

the 26,7% of the unemployed South Africans. 
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In the absence of much needed improvement in the governance 

front, the apparent delays on the commencement of the state 

capture inquiry, note that the business and consumer 

confidence will remain pessimistic. 

 

Accordingly, this administration must go beyond changing board 

members of the various state-owned entities, but ensure 

sector-leading qualitative and efficient productivity, through 

the appointment of qualified and competent administrators. 

 

In the same vein, let the Commission of Inquiry into State 

Capture begin with its work, yes, to see who has been misusing 

state funds to line their party or private pockets. 

 

South Africa needs a significantly improved fiscal base, 

accelerated inclusive economic growth, with a sharp decline in 

wasteful and fruitless expenditure that will also contribute 

to the reduction of the budget deficit. Wastage that happens 

across the different spheres of government and in other public 

institutions must be eliminated. However, these measures must 

not compromise the security of the country. 
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We want you to do more to bring an end to violent protests 

that have occupied our streets, day-in and day-out. Our law 

enforcement agencies, including the Intelligence, must help 

you put an end to the increasing cash in transit heists, the 

burning of trucks, and all other forms of crime and 

lawlessness. We agree, with you, that so-called political 

killings are crimes and must be dealt with accordingly. 

Political killings are a blatant attack on the very democracy 

and Constitution that many, so rightly fought for. 

 

As the Chairperson of the Southern African Development 

Community, you are best placed to understand the conflicts 

internally and externally in many African regions. We call for 

the revitalisation of peace programmes that were started in 

the Mandela administration. 

 

South Africa cannot be expected to deploy its armed forces to, 

maintain stability, without progressive peace negotiations 

running parallel. The presence of South African armed forces 

must be a temporary measure, with the ultimate goal of 

promoting peace in the continent, not to protect corrupt 

regimes. 
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Currently, South Africa plays host to political refugees, who 

are being harassed by some of the governments, which they are 

seeking refuge from. There are cases whereby these refugees 

are being assassinated within South African borders, thereby 

threatening the security of our country. 

 

Finally, ensuring peace in other African countries may lead to 

many refugees wanting to return to their homes and develop 

their states to become prosperous, whilst also reducing the 

financial burden for deploying our troops. Thank you. 

 

Dr P J GROENEWALD: Deputy Speaker, with regard to the 

challenge of the hon President to give half of his salary, the 

day I am a billionaire, I will give my whole salary, not only 

half of it.  

 

The preamble of our Constitution states that we, the people of 

South Africa, should recognise the injustices of the past. It 

also states that we should respect those who had built and 

developed our country. It also says that South Africa belongs 

to all who live in it, united in our diversity. The Freedom 

Charter of the ANC says for black and white.  
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Section 83(3) of the Constitution puts a specific obligation 

on the hon President to promote unity in our nation. There are 

quite of a lot of tributes regarding the 100 anniversary of 

the birth of former President Nelson Mandela and one of his 

legacies was that we must have reconciliation in South Africa.  

 

Afrikaans: 

As ek egter kyk wat in die samelewing gebeur, dan is daar rooi 

ligte wat flikker. Dit is ’n bekommernis as ’n persoon in die 

oostelike voorstede van Pretoria by die huis aankom en hy loop 

in rowers vas. Hy verdedig dan sy gesin se veilghheid en skiet 

twee rowers dood. Die volgende dag is daar mense wat in sy 

straat voor sy huis betoog, hom bekuldig dat hy ’n moordenaar 

en rasis is en dat hulle hom gaan kom doodmaak. Dit skep ’n 

probleem.  

 

Dit bekommer my as ek sien dat politieke leiers in die aanlopp 

van die volgende algemene verkiesing, die narratief gebruik 

van wit teenoor swart. As mens wit bevoorregting stel teenoor 

swart armoede, is daar geen onduidelikheid dat die boodskap 

eintlik is om vir swart mense te sê dat dit die wit mense se 

skuld is dat hulle arm is nie. Dit skep polarisasie. U hoor 
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wat die mense sê. Dit skep polarisasie. Dis nie wat ons in 

Suid-Afrika nodig het nie.  

 

Toe u u staatsrede gelewer het het ek vir u gesê dat ek u my 

hand gee. Ons is almal Suid-Afrikaners wat hierdie land moet 

bou. Daarom bring dit my ook by die grond, ...  

 

English:  

I have listened very carefully to what you said today. There 

is a difference, but you also said at the land summit of the 

ANC this weekend that the land shall be returned to the 

rightful owners. Now, my question is: Who are the land owners 

at present who are not the rightful owners? [Interjections.] 

That is the question. 

 

You think you are going to control unlawful land invasions. 

You saw what happened in this House today. So, I wish you 

well. 

 

However, white people don’t ask for any privileges, they don’t 

ask special treatment; they only ask equal treatment and 

rights. If we do that and if we unite, then we will become a 

winning nation. I thank you.  
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Mr S C MOTAU: Hon Chairperson, Mr President and hon members, 

history teaches that successors generally inherit the good, 

the bad and the ugly from their predecessors. Unfortunately 

for South Africa, President Matamela Ramaphosa, seems to have 

inherited only the bad and the ugly from the discredited and 

unlamented former President Jacob Zuma. President Ramaphosa, 

like his predecessor, presides over one of the most bloated 

Cabinets in the world.  Lest we forget, we are here to talk 

about money. There are 35 Ministers and 37 Deputy Ministers. 

In salaries alone, the cost to the country will be R163,5 

million for this year ballooning to R510,5 million over the 

medium term. Clearly, this is fertile ground for very costly 

ANC-style cadre deployment extravagance. 

 

The DA notes that President has promised to review and reduce 

the size of the Cabinet. However, with national elections 

around the corner, we are not holding our breath. The 

Presidency’s R500 million budget provides R3,6 million for the 

salary of the President and R3,1 million for the salary of the 

Deputy President for this financial year. These amounts are 

set to increase to R4,2 million and R3,6 million respectively 

for 2020/21. Mr President, it is good to hear that some of 

your money will be going to a worthy course. The budget also 
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provides for a staff complement of 603 members at a cost of 

R328,9 million for 2018/19. This number is projected to reduce 

slightly to 597 members at a cost of R380,6 million in 

2020/21. Travel and subsistence grows from R59 million in 

2018/19, to R67 million in 2020/21. These are huge sums of 

money to service the President and the Deputy President.  

 

However, this Parliament has yet to establish a portfolio 

committee to exercise oversight on the Presidency. I was glad 

to hear the Chief Whip of the Majority Party referred to this 

and hon Buthelezi - who is not in the House - also referred to 

this presidency. A dedicated portfolio committee will provide 

the mechanism for the President and the Deputy President to 

account to this Parliament and the people of South Africa for 

the vast amounts of money spent on the portfolio. This 

Parliament elects the President and should exercise oversight 

on how the huge budgets voted for his office are spent. 

Arguments have been made that the President should not answer 

to a dedicated portfolio committee of Parliament because once 

elected, he ceases to be a Member of Parliament. These 

arguments are fallacious and cannot be sustained. In terms of 

subsection 91 (1) of this Constitution of the Republic of 

South Africa, and I quote: 
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The Cabinet consists of the President, as head of the 

Cabinet, a Deputy President and Ministers. 

 

With regard to accountability and responsibilities, subsection 

92 (3) declares, and I quote again: 

 

Members of the Cabinet must (a) act in accordance with 

the Constitution; and (b) provide Parliament with full 

and regular reports concerning matters under their 

control. 

 

That’s what the Constitutions say. The President and Deputy 

President are members of the Cabinet and they should report to 

Parliament through a portfolio committee like other members of 

the Cabinet. Putting the President beyond the reach and 

scrutiny of Parliament holds potentially serious negative 

consequences for the country. However, this majoritarian ANC-

dominated Parliament seems oblivious to this threat. Here is 

what can happen when the President and Deputy President are put 

beyond and above Parliament’s accountability mechanisms: On 

Thursday afternoon 16 November 2017, I was confronted by a 

shocking situation that finally convinced me that former 

President Jacob Zuma was morphing into a mini Robert Mugabe 
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right before us. Sadly, the mutation was being aided and 

abetted by those who became variously described as the Zuma 

praise singers, defenders, minders, protectors, keepers and 

zombies. As the bells rang for the National Assembly and I was 

hurrying towards this Chamber, I saw coming towards me in the 

passage, a large band of burly men his security detail 

surrounding Mr Zuma. One of them who was nearest to me, 

aggressively waved me away to make way for them. As I 

discovered later, a colleague of mine had a similar nasty 

experience in the passage, the same afternoon as he was walking 

to this House. When the DA subsequently put a Parliamentary 

question to establish how much was being spent on Mr Zuma’s 

goon squad and how many they were, we were given the cold 

shoulder and told that the information could not be released 

because it was classified. The DA trusts that we will not 

experience such behaviour from President Ramaphosa. 

 

Hon Members, the budget for Very Important Person, VIP, 

protection, which includes the President, Deputy President, 

Ministers and other VIPs is about R1,5 billion for this 

financial year growing to a staggering R4,84 billion by 

2020/21. However, again as has been happening over the years, 

this Parliament will go through the ritual and charade of 
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holding the Presidency to account regarding this budget 

allocation.  The reality is that this process is a mere farce 

to rubberstamp the appropriation and this is what we are doing 

here today. This hon members, is grossly unfair to the millions 

of South Africans who have to wallow daily in joblessness, 

homelessness and helplessness. As we speak, there are almost 

9,5 million poor South Africans desperate for work. Meanwhile, 

this Parliament has 40 budget votes to consider during these 

mini-plenary.  

 

Two Ministers are executive authorities for six of them, simply 

because there are so many departments, a direct negative 

consequence of the large number of Ministries. The Minister in 

the Presidency for Planning Monitoring and Evaluation is the 

executive authority for Votes 1, 8 and 12; and the Minister of 

Justice and Correctional Services is responsible for Votes 18, 

21 and 22. This clustering has impacted negatively on 

Parliament’s Portfolio Committee oversight mechanism through 

the formation of hybrid portfolio committees. We now know 

through experience that this arrangement puts unnecessary 

constraints on the oversight capabilities of Members of 

Parliament, MPs, who are members of these articulated 
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committees. 

 

This is most definitely the case for MPs who serve on the 

Portfolio Committee for Public Service and Administration as 

well as Planning Monitoring and Evaluation. This situation is 

untenable and must be reviewed but urgently. The DA calls on 

the Deputy President, Minister in the Presidency Planning 

Monitoring and Evaluation, Minister of Public Service and 

Administration and the relevant parliamentary committee which 

was referred to by the Chief Whip of the Majority Party to 

address this matter without delay. Of course, this vexed issue 

can be resolved like yesterday ... [Interjections.] Thank you 

very much. [Time expired.] 

 

Mr P D N MALOYI: Chair, I have decided to use my gadget just 

to make sure that I am in line with what the President did 

earlier on.  

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Okay, you may proceed.  

 

Mr P D N MALOYI: No, President, we are not here to entertain 

anybody. We are here to talk politics and policy because we 

are not in a night club.  
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Now, it is important to give legislative context to the 

challenges facing the effective implementation of co-operative 

governance across the three spheres. 

 

Chapter 3 of the Constitution explicitly makes provision for 

co-operative governance. Section 40(1) describes our country 

as having three spheres of government. These spheres remain 

distinctive, interdependent and interrelated and they must 

conduct their activities within the parameters of their 

mandate. 

 

Hon Speaker, two scholars, Steytler and De Visser in their 

writings, explain distinctiveness as the autonomy that spheres 

have in respect of their powers and functions, whereas 

interrelatedness explain the relationship between the three 

spheres of government and interdependence explain the 

dependence of the three spheres on one another. I think it is 

important to note these fundamental relationships as we debate 

the subject matter. 

 

Hon members, good working relationship between the three 

spheres remain the glue that binds them together, the oil that 
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smoothes their functions and the thread that ties them 

together for effect service delivery in an integrated manner. 

 

Section 41(g) of the Constitution gives guarantees that when 

the spheres of government exercise their powers and functions, 

they must do so in a manner that does not encroach on the 

geographical, functional or institutional integrity of 

government in another sphere. 

 

Furthermore, section 41(h) demands that their power must be 

exercised within the context of the principles of co-operative 

governance and intergovernmental relations which seeks to 

foster friendly relations, assisting and supporting one 

another, informing one another, consulting one another on 

matters of mutual interest and must avoid legal proceedings 

against each other. 

 

It is therefore important to note that the Intergovernmental 

Relations Framework Act provides for all three spheres and all 

organs of the state to facilitate and align priorities, 

objectives and strategies to co-ordinate the implementation of 

policies and legislation. 
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It is crucial that the powers and functions of different 

spheres should be interpreted correctly because if we do not 

do so co-operation might be impaired.  

 

I must hasten to say Madam Speaker or Chairperson; different 

spheres of government are not necessarily equal, since the 

Constitution provides for extensive overriding and overseeing. 

In other words, spheres overstep their boundaries in terms of 

powers and functions. 

 

Now in 2004, the President Ten Year Review observes that, in 

practice, there are little alignment between policy planning 

and implementation in the three spheres. The integration of 

planning and implementation across the spheres remain a major 

challenge. We have poor monitoring of implementation of policy 

and legislation for the realisation of the national 

priorities.  

 

There are of course, competing needs and different styles of 

work across the spheres which at times impede co-operation 

between the three spheres. The consequence therefore, Mr 

President, is fragmentation, duplication, inefficient 

implementation, ineffectiveness and at times lack of 
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accountability. Hence, the ANC-led government through its 

President establish the Monitoring, Evaluation and Planning 

Department.  

 

Acknowledging our challenges also has its pluses. But we often 

don’t have trouble recalling our mull over those. The point 

which I would want to make, hon Maimane, if you don’t 

acknowledge your successes the same way you acknowledge your 

challenges, you are short with a memory full of blunders.  

 

In response to all these challenges and as part of 

strengthening and integrated approach towards co-operative 

governance, the ANC in its 54th National Conference resolved 

that the President is the centre of governance. That centre 

must drive the developmental state.  

 

Co-operate governance must be enacted to deal effectively with 

issues relating to national government support to local 

government and provinces and that attention be given to 

harmonisation of powers and functions of local government and 

provinces. Furthermore that a Presidential Commission should 

be established to review powers, functions and the number of 

provinces. 



UNREVISED HANSARD 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

WEDNESDAY, 23 MAY 2018 

Page: 173 

 

I must indicate hon Chairperson, that the Office of the 

President has translated these resolutions into its strategic 

goals in the 2018-19 Annual Performance Plans. We must 

therefore, and we are duty bound to give the President and the 

Deputy President the necessary support to lead integrated 

planning and policy coherence in government to ensure the 

realisation of the National Development Plan.  

 

The very essence, not the essence of the absence in the 

presence, not that one, the very essence of leadership is to 

have a vision. It has to be a vision articulate clearly and 

forcefully on every occasion.  

 

The shape and solutions of the future rely totally on the 

collective effort of people who are working together. For us 

to realise this vision it needs everybody, all of us. We must 

work together. We have that responsibility as Members of 

Parliament.  

 

But equally, Mr President, we will keep a close eye on this 

plan as part of our oversight role. We must also recognise, 

hon members, the continued work of the President's Co-

ordinating Council in strengthening intergovernmental 
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relations where various programmes aimed at improving service 

at all levels are processed. 

 

Conscious of the work that has been done which of course still 

needs to be done; and in recognition of our vision, that is 

the vision of the ANC on these matters. We also need to give 

some practical solutions, not slogans and rhetoric towards 

strengthening the integrated approach.  

 

We want to propose the following, Mr President, for 

consideration. Firstly, review and strengthen 

intergovernmental structures, along with this, policies and 

legislation in local government must be looked at with a 

microscopic eye in order to improve implementation. Secondly, 

our monitoring, evaluation, oversight and support system where 

they do not exist must be established and strengthened to 

promote accountability. Thirdly, the relationship between 

local, provincial and national government must be shaped so as 

to give strength to co-operative governance. Fourthly, 

capacity building and co-ordination must be enhanced to ensure 

co-ordinated planning, ensure proper budgeting and use of 

implementation protocols in all the spheres, equally, 

attention should be given to skills development programmes. 
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Lastly, we must Mr President, put in place workable mechanisms 

to ensure efficiency and implementation of better services to 

our people. 

 

Madam Chairperson, we are approaching a new age of synthesis. 

Knowledge cannot merely be degree or a skill. It demands a 

broader vision, capabilities in critical thinking and logical 

deduction without which we cannot have constructive progress.  

 

To succeed, Mr President, in implementing the above practical 

solutions, we need to amongst others, successfully work 

together to achieve our common purpose, empower our people 

whilst at the same time hold them accountable for delegated 

responsibilities, articulate meticulously the direction and 

purpose and setting the organisation up for these challenges, 

sustain a culture in which people choose a meaningful way to 

participate for a common good.  

 

Within the spirit of co-operative governance, no matter the 

roles, the expectation is that everyone is responsible for 

working together effectively; to be accountable and be able to 

empower others; to be focused on purpose, and participate in 

ensuring a healthy democracy. This is how we can work together 
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in strengthening the integrated approach to co-operative 

governance.  

 

Madam Speaker, I belong to an organisation that believes that 

future belongs to those who see possibilities before they 

become obvious.  

 

Now, hon Maimane, the question of land is a sensitive matter. 

It needs to be treated with care. It is necessary to read and 

read carefully the land dispossession in our country. It takes 

considerable knowledge, hon Maimane, just to realise the 

extent of your own ignorance.  

 

Hon President, having listen to members of the opposition, I 

am now convinced that nothing, I hope I won’t be 

unparliamentary, Chairperson, that nothing in the world is 

dangerous than sincere ignorance and conscientious stupidity. 

The ANC therefore, support the Budget Vote. I thank you. 

[Applause.] 

 

Mr W M MADISHA: Hon Chairperson, we face an unprecedented 

national crisis that calls out for a return to the rule of 

law, a capable state, public accountability, and economic 
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growth. A crisis that calls out for brave, decisive and 

ethical leadership. Leadership behind which we can all 

galvanise as a nation, to pick us up from the morass and 

despair that we find ourselves in. 

 

However, it is an open secret that after taking over the 

position of Presidency in our country, President Ramaphosa 

acted exactly like his predecessor, Mr Zuma, by ensuring that 

the interests of our country play the second fiddle, compared 

to those of his party. 

 

For example, Minister Bathabile Dlamini took millions to buy 

blankets, mattresses, and food for people to campaign for Mrs 

Zuma to become a President. This is one amongst many instances 

of corruption.  

 

Chairperson, when the President failed to reduce the size of 

the Cabinet, when he failed to fire those Ministers implicated 

in the state capture, when he failed to implement the ... 

[Interjections.] 

  

Mr X MABASA:(POINT OF ORDER): Chairperson, on a point of 

order.  
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The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Order, hon Madisha, 

there is a point of order. Hon Madisha, hon Madisha, can you 

take your seat, please, there is a point of order. What is the 

point of order, hon member? 

 

Mr X MABASA: Hon Chairperson, I rise on a point of order. My 

point of order is: According to Rule 85, it is wrong ... 

[Interjections.] 

 

An HON MALE MEMBER: Are you sure? 

 

Mr X MABASA: Very sure. It is wrong of hon Madisha to cast 

aspersions. So, I will suggest that the hon Madisha withdraws. 

[Interjections.] 

 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Cast aspersions on whom? 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Hon member Madisha in 

your intervention, a point of order has been made that you 

cast aspersions on Minister Bathabile on the statement that 

you made. If you want to make that statement, you need to ... 

[interjections.] 
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Mr W M MADISHA: Let me not waste time, but go on. I withdraw 

that. Alright.  

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): You withdraw. 

 

Mr W M MADISHA: I go on to say that when the President failed 

to implement the lifestyle audits, he declared he would 

implement; when he bowed to the factional ANC-inspired 

policies that damaged our prospects for urgently needed 

economic growth. Is this the brave and decisive leadership 

that South Africa is in desperate need of? 

 

It is clear to Cope that President Ramaphosa is mired in a 

quicksand. He is restricted as to what he can and cannot do. 

The more he tries to move in the best interests of the nation, 

the deeper he sinks into the quagmire of corruption, 

factionalism and fragmentation that characterises the ANC of 

today. 

 

Chair, the governance of our state is characterised by a lack 

of accountability, malfeasance and corruption. Our towns and 

cities are burning in the face of failing service delivery; 

our municipalities and provinces are dysfunctional and 



UNREVISED HANSARD 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

WEDNESDAY, 23 MAY 2018 

Page: 180 

 

bankrupt; our public health care and education facilities 

continue to fail our people; our state-owned entities, SOEs, 

drain our financial resources and steal from the poor; our 

criminal justice system fails to act against crime and 

corruption; our country wallows in the rampant unemployment 

and rising poverty in the face of a stagnant economy and a 

growing deficit; and our people are restless. 

 

Can we therefore say that there is progress? As Cope we say, 

there is nil, nothing at all and therefore a lot has to be 

done and we call for the people of South Africa to look at 

this and say we rise against this lack of delivery, this lack 

of not going forward and therefore say we cannot really 

forgive us Chief, we cannot agree with this. I thank you. 

[Applause.] 

 

Rev K R J MESHOE: Chairperson, there was much excitement and 

great expectation when President Ramaphosa assumed office in 

February. Hope was a buzzword, and we were all talking about 

the dawn of a new era of peace and prosperity. 

 

The first 100 days of the President in office have highlighted 

both a number of significant achievements and some areas of 
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concern that need to be addressed by the President and his 

team as a matter of urgency. 

 

Chairperson, President Ramaphosa’s business background, and 

the prospect of more market-friendly policies have seen 

business and investor confidence rise, which resulted in the 

rand strengthening and our economic growth prospects 

improving. We are grateful that Moody’s ratings agency gave 

South Africa some much needed breathing space and did not 

follow others in downgrading our credit rating. 

 

The ACDP commends the President for moving swiftly to appoint 

Ministers, Nhlanhla Nene and Pravin Gordhan, to the key 

portfolios of Finance and Public Enterprises and for replacing 

Eskom’s board with reputable directors - a move that was 

widely welcomed across the political, business and labour 

sectors. 

 

In his first state of the nation address the President told 

the nation that we were building a country where person’s 

prospects would be determined by their own initiative and hard 

work, and not by colour of their skin, place of birth, gender, 

language or the income of their parents. 



UNREVISED HANSARD 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

WEDNESDAY, 23 MAY 2018 

Page: 182 

 

However, sadly, the last three months have not fuelled 

sufficient hope and optimism in our people; rather, we have 

seen the ANC, EFF and other parties playing the race card and 

blame game, which only heighten resentment and polarises our 

society even more. 

 

Racial divisions are being perpetuated from all sides of the 

ethnic and political divide. According to Daniel Silke, and I 

quote, “A social compact is a most powerful psychological 

asset for any country to restore a common purpose.” Please, Mr 

President, lead the country in building national unity 

because, it seems that a wedge is being deliberately driven 

between South Africans of different race groups. 

 

The ACDP appeals to the President to address the resultant 

tensions firmly and compassionately. We need everybody on 

board to defeat the triple challenges of poverty, unemployment 

and inequality. It is very unfortunate to hear some minority 

groups in our country say that they are contemplating leaving 

the country they love and call home because they feel 

unwanted, helpless and hopeless. In some extreme cases, they 

say they have been made to feel like outcasts in the country 

of their birth. 
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Hon President, we all expect you to be a unifier and nota 

divider. Most South Africans want to help build this great 

country where a person’s prospects are determined by their own 

initiative and hard work, and not by the colour of their skin 

as you correctly said earlier. 

 

Chairperson, the ACDP is very concerned by the fact that 

unemployment and poverty levels are rising while inequality is 

also persisting, and that over 50% of youth under the age of 

24 years are unemployed. Poor service delivery from education 

to health care threatens the wellbeing of future generations 

as poverty levels continue to rise. 

 

I would like to reiterate some of the advice I gave you in 

February, and that is to remember that South Africans are 

looking to you to lead the charge of ethical leadership and 

unity. Ensure that the team around you comprises of men and 

women of integrity who have the courage to be people of 

principle that will do the right thing and not buy face. Above 

all, let the fear of God be your guide as you want to unite 

South Africa. The ACDP will support this Budget Vote. I thank 

you. [Applause.] 
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Mr M P GALO: Hon Chair, Mr President, let me begin by stating 

the fact that the AIC fully supports Budget Vote No 1. 

[Applause.] 

 

Remember we are in coalition Comrade President. At the very 

outset, it befits this august sitting that we rationalise the 

words of former President Kgalema Motlanthe’s first address to 

the nation in 2013. His address in the main sits at the very 

heart of this Budget Vote. I wish to footnote him as I open 

and close quote:  

 

Over the years we have steadily improved the structures of 

governance. We have built a system of healthy 

intergovernmental relations across the spheres and 

improved integration within and among them.  

 

His address was preceded by the appointment of the National 

Planning Commission in 2010, which was tasked with among 

others drafting a vision 2030 template. The diagnostic report 

of the commission identifies corruption, governance issues at 

state-owned enterprises, SOEs, pro-state accountability 

structures and rampant looting as delaying impediments to 

development. 
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This Budget Vote must therefore demystify the following: Have 

the abuse of power negating weapons such as the Office of the 

Public Protector, the Office of the Auditor-General and the 

law-enforcement agencies including the state-owned entities? 

Have the Presidency build coherent and healthy 

intergovernmental relations across the spheres of government? 

Have we addressed the psychosocial contradictions in our 

society especially those affecting women and children? To what 

extent has the Presidency gone about in exercising effective 

oversight over national departments and what is the status of 

the moribund presidential hotline? 

 

The National Planning Commission identifies corruption as a 

stumbling block towards transformation and development. It 

catalogues this cancer in the following as I open and close 

quote: 

 

Corruption is widely condemned, but remains a major 

problem. Most cases of corruption covered in the media are 

uncovered by government and so a renewed effort to fight 

corruption can lead to a perception that corruption levels 

have increased. 
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The Presidency must not babysit and mole cuddles failing 

national departments. The so-called performance agreements 

have not quantum leaped governance and compliance issues in 

government. If there was a time for any signal as panted by 

the hon Malema, it is now and action against incompetent 

Ministers must be swift. 

 

As I conclude Madam Chairperson, the scourge of violence 

against women and children has gone unabated. The Presidency 

must empirically develop a dual approach in addressing this 

scourge, because men are largely the culprits of this 

violence. It is tried that we involve them in gender-based 

violence negating activities. The boy child revolution must 

begin now. I thank you. [Time expired.] 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Thank you, very much. 

For ease of reference just say, Chairperson. Thank you. The 

hon Newhoudt. As the hon Newhoudt comes to the podium, I wish 

to apologise that for some time we have had a technical 

problem with the Sign Language translation. We also apologise 

that maybe the air condition is not functioning. We will check 

on that one. Thank you, very much. The hon Newhoudt, you can 

proceed. 
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The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): As hon Newhoudt comes 

to the podium, I wish to apologise that we have a technical 

problem with the Sign Language translation. We also apologise 

that the air conditioning is not functioning. We will check on 

that one. 

 

Ms W S NEWHOUDT-DRUCHEN: Hon Chairperson, hon President, hon 

Deputy, President, members of the executive, Members of 

Parliament and guests, during this term of the Fifth 

Parliament the disabled community has lost a few members, 

including disabled Members of Parliament, the late hon 

Bonisile Nesi and the late hon Beatrice Ngcobo. We also lost 

stalwarts of our struggle that needs no introduction, the late 

Comrade Zola Skweyiya and Mama Winnie Mandela. We also 

remember that this is the centenary year of the birth of the 

late Nelson Mandela who stood for many of the rights that we 

talk about today. 

 

The constitution of South Africa, adopted in 1996, outlaws 

discrimination on the basis of disability and guarantees the 

right to equality for all persons with disabilities. The 

National Development Plan approved in 2012, has a vision that 

by 2030, we are a country that has eliminated poverty and 
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reduces inequality, a country where all citizens have the 

capacity to grasp all opportunities available. The National 

Development Plan, NDP, acknowledges that many people with 

disabilities have not been able to develop to their full 

potential due to different barriers which could be physical, 

information, communication or attitudinal barriers and states 

that disability must be integrated into all areas of planning, 

recognising that there is no one-size-fits-all approach. An 

analysis of the NDP as a strategy is to reduce inequality and 

to promote employment of persons with disability. The strategy 

has been conducted and should be utilised to determine actions 

and targets for the purpose of implementation of the White 

Paper for the White Paper on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities. 

 

In 2007, this Parliament ratified the UN Convention of the 

Rights of People with Disabilities. The convention, which says 

in article 29, that state parties shall guarantee to the 

person with disabilities political rights and the opportunity 

to enjoy them on an equal basis with others and will undertake 

to ensure that the person with disabilities can effectively 

and fully participate in political and public life on an equal 

basis with others, directly and through freely chosen 
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representatives, including the right and opportunity for 

persons with disabilities to vote and be elected. 

 

Hon President, it’s only in the ANC benches where we see 

members with disabilities. [Applause.] Since 1994, we rarely 

or nowhere see members with disabilities...[Interjections.] 

 

Mr C MCKENZIE: On a point of order, Chairperson. The hon 

member is misleading the House. I, for a start, am blind in my 

right eye which makes me disable. Thank you, House Chair. 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Thank you, hon member. 

May we proceed! I will look at the issue and come back to you. 

 

Ms W S NEWHOUDT-DRUCHEN: Thank you for the information. But 

for a very long time there haven’t been members. Hon 

President, I urge you to encourage members of the opposition 

to have Members of Parliament, MPs, with disabilities. 

Together we can advance the needs of persons with disabilities 

in our country. [Applause.] As the ANC we don't only talk 

about people with disabilities but we actually have them here 

in Parliament to represent our communities. 
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Mr M L W FILTANE: Chairperson, on a point of order. We respect 

your ruling on this matter, but that is not exactly what I am 

rising for. I think it is seriously insensitive of ANC members 

to simply wave away when a member of this House confeses and 

disclose something which is not so obvious to say I am blind. 

It is extremely insensitive. It doesn’t help.  

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Hon Filtane, thank you 

very much. I have noted your point. You heard when the member 

of the DA raised his point of order and hon Newhoudt said 

thank you for the information, and we proceeded. I would 

really allow the member on the podium to conclude her speech 

without interruption. 

 

Ms W S NEWHOUDT-DRUCHEN: We are here in Parliament to 

represent our communities. The ANC and the ANC-led government 

that takes a lead in assuring that we take note of the needs 

of people with disabilities. At the 54th national conference 

amended the tactic and strategy document to state that people 

with disabilities are amongst the most vulnerable in society 

and argue that their protection and continuous advancements 

should not be only from a societal welfare perspective but 

importantly their advancement and protection must be more 
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substantive, with specific reference to the recognition of 

their individual rights to dignity and development, as well as 

that each can make a the contribution to the collective good 

of society. Included in the 54 conference resolutions for the 

improvement of the lives of people with disabilities are that 

government should use information and communications 

technology, ICT, to address the communication needs of people 

with disabilities, using Apps; science and technology should 

prioritise learners with disabilities for science and 

technology training; in early childhood development, basic 

education and social development, attention should be given to 

children with special needs; when transforming our society, 

the rights of people with disabilities are prioritised; a 

comprehensive strategy for and the co-ordination and 

monitoring of the protection of vulnerable groups led by the 

Department of Social Development must be resourced to enable 

the effective protection of people with disabilities and 

people with albinism and that must go across all relevant 

departments and all spheres of government; user-friendly 

access to government buildings for should be accelerated; and 

in black-owned housing and residential property sector, 30% 

should be set aside to benefit designated groups, and that 

includes for people with disabilities 
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I would personally like to highlight that access to justice 

for vulnerable communities remain elusive, which includes in 

particular deaf people getting a fair and accessible court 

trial with proper and expert SA Sign Language Interpreters of 

their choice. These are just a few. 

 

Our government have accepted that 2% for people with 

disabilities being employed in all government departments or 

entities. However, the rate of 2% is not reached in all areas. 

For example of this is the survey done by the Public Service 

Commission. In the public service, as of 30 September 2017, 

there were 1 364 405 positions, of which 1 229 486 were 

filled. Of the 1 229 486, only 10 886 were filled by people 

with disabilities. That mounts to 0,89%. 

 

From the different provinces, only Gauteng provincial 

departments achieved the target representation for persons 

with disabilities. The lowest being the North Cape provincial 

departments which was 0,32%. Only a few national departments 

achieved the 2%. The Public Service Commission, PSC, survey 

further discusses reasons for the failure to achieve the 2% 

target for which are: the physical access of buildings; 

provision or no provision of assistive devices; financial 
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constraints; advertisements and the selection processes; 

attitudes, perception and the lack of training; skills pool 

for persons with disabilities; lack of partnerships with; and 

organisations representing persons with disabilities.  

 

They also discussed mechanisms that are put in place by the 

department to address the identified barriers and proposed 

interventions, which are: training and awareness campaigns; 

internship and learnership programmes; advertisements and 

collaboration with various institutions; physical 

infrastructure and assistive devices; and policy reviews and 

exclusions. 

 

Because of limited time I cannot discuss everything discussed 

in the report, but I hope that Cabinet Ministers and their 

department staff will take note of what is in the PSC report. 

I also hope that Parliament will take note and consider the 

report because Members of Parliament with disabilities also 

have needs that are not met or seen to by Parliament itself. I 

would like to use this moment to raise these issues. Members 

with disabilities are the best people to talk about regarding 

their needs. However, parliament does not hear from the 

members themselves. I would like to remind Parliament the 
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slogan “nothing about us without us”. It is an important 

slogan and it still stands today, as it did many years ago. It 

would be a good idea for Parliament to consider having a 

dedicated disability support unit that can serve all members 

of Parliament and consider the different and diverse 

disability needs. Some of the committee rooms are not 

accessible to members with disabilities. Some of the 

parliamentary floors do not have accessible toilets, which 

makes it difficult for members. This podium from which we 

would all like to talk from, is accessible to some of us. 

Parliamentary housing and care during out of Parliament hours 

should be considered. Accessible constituency offices should 

be considered as well. When my constituency come to Parliament 

there are often no sign language interpreters available. 

Sometimes is the attitude of the Parliament interpreters. If 

it is the visitors of hon Wilma, well, she has to see it to 

it.  

 

Hon President, the deaf community has been waiting for a long 

time for SA Sign Language to become an official language. We 

are happy that the constitutional review committee's report 

for SA Sign Language to be the 12th official has been accepted 

by the House, and we hope that Parliament will move fast to 
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make the constitutional changes to declare SASL the 12th 

official language before the end of this parliamentary term.  

 

In your state of the nation address you also mentioned that 

2018 will be the year that deaf learners will do their first 

national senior certificate examination on SA Sign Language. 

With this, its my hope that more and more deaf people will 

have matric qualifications and will be able to enter into 

institutes of higher learning.  

 

In spite of all the achievements and policies put in place, 

there is still more work to be done, for example, full access 

to TV for deaf people including myself; full audio descriptive 

access to TV for people who are blind; mental health care is 

underfunded and under resourced, especially to school children 

who need mental health care; our government staff do not 

always understand the needs of the deaf blind community that 

need serious interventions in terms of education and access; 

access for all members of the disabled community to all our 

government buildings where they can enter with dignity; and 

accessible housing. This is only to mention a few. 
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In this centenary of Tata Nelson Mandela I’d like to end with 

something from the late Madiba. In 1995, he said: 

 

The new South Africa we are building should be accessible 

and open to everyone. 

 

He further said: 

 

We must see and remove obstacles whether they stem from 

poor access to facilities, poor education, lack of 

transport, lack of funding or available equipment.  

 

He then concludes by saying that: 

 

It is only then, will the rights of disabled persons to 

equal opportunities become a reality. 

 

Thank you, hon Chair. The ANC accepts Budget Vote 1. 

 

Mr L R MBINDA: Hon Chair, on behalf of the PAC let me once 

again take this opportunity to add a volume to the stifled 

voice of the masses of our country. These are the people whose 

cries continually fall on deaf ears. As the PAC we remain 
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extremely concerned about the levels of corruption within all 

spheres of government. Hon President is it not an act of 

corruption that before your trip to meet the Queen of England 

you spoke with seeming conviction about resolving the land 

issue. 

 

After having tea with the Queen, you came back home blowing 

hot and cold, as is evident in the fact that you are now 

shifting the goal posts and time lines related to land. Yes, 

you talk about land expropriation without compensation, but 

the real issue is the restoration of land to its rightful 

owners. One wonders what was in that tea to make you soften 

your stance. 

 

The PAC, on behalf of the landless masses needs the following 

unequivocally addressed: Why is that even within the context 

of the land debate there is continued marginalisation and 

dehumanisation of the Khoi-San who, to this day are still 

classified as the so-called coloured, which classification not 

only strips them of their cultural heritage and identity but 

also denies them their rightful place in our story as Africans 

and as a nation and indeed in relation to the land? 
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Why is your government silent on the land that is already in 

its possession, if you are to be believed about your supposed 

position on the land, start now to release and restore the 

land that is in government’s hands to its rightful owners? 

 

Do you not see Mr President, the obvious contradiction that 

you cannot on one hand, be talking about addressing the ills 

and injustices related to land that is in the hands of Euro-

descendants whilst at the same time government is the biggest 

evictor of people from land held by government and, in such 

evictions using brutal force in the form of security personnel 

against its own citizens? 

 

You are telling this House about how South Africa should 

promote international free trade but you refused to sign the 

African free trade deal in Rwanda. As the PAC we continue to 

disregard and discourage that as a nation we should allow our 

policy direction to be dictated to by foreign capital. As a 

people we should strive for self determination and to be the 

full masters of our own destiny. Time has arrived that we take 

back the land to its rightful owners and in the process make 

sure that the profits made from the means of production are 

utilized to develop our people. 
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Be that as it may Mr President, the PAC supports this vote. 

 

Mr N T GODI: Hon Chair, comrades and hon members, Comrade 

President on behalf of the APC and all Africanists, we 

congratulate you on your speech and we support this budget 

vote. [Applause.] Leadership is what we need to deal with the 

challenges of our people and country. Leadership that is 

energetic, focussed, farsighted, courageous and driven by what 

is in the best interests of the people; a leadership imbued 

with revolutionary morality. 

 

Inequality is the greatest blight of our country, the source 

of all that is repugnant in our land, poverty, unemployment, 

racism, etc. Whatever policies or programmes government have, 

if they do not address inequality, we are merely reproducing 

the past. It is a fact that those who benefitted from white 

minority rule care less about the plight of the Africans and 

the working class. There should be no illusions, Africans are 

on their own. 

 

In the fight against corruption, government must be consistent 

and principled, fighting corruption in the public sector and 

by the private sector with the same vigour. Comrade President, 
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your Ministers and directors-general must demonstrate in 

practical and consistent terms their fight against regular 

fruitless and wasteful expenditure and the use of deviations 

and expansions for cronyism and to block transformation. 

 

Public money must be used for the public good only, everything 

for the people and nothing against the people. Comrade 

President, is it not appropriate for a short drive to 

Stellenbosch to engage white capital to invest in job creation 

and development of this country? As the least they can do to 

show gratitude and commitment to this country. They have 

materially benefited more from freedom than the freedom 

fighters. Foreign investment cannot be our starting point.  

 

Whilst everyone condemns illegal “land invaders”, I want to 

condemn farm evictions. Our people are evicted from farms 

without recourse. The APC is concerned about their plight and 

I urge this House to join us in speaking out for our people. 

Once we are done amending Section 25 of the Constitution, we 

must proceed to do away with provinces and district 

municipalities. They suck resources that must go to 

dysfunctional municipalities and for service delivery. We only 
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need two spheres of government, ie, the national and strong 

local government. 

 

Comrade President, thank you for the National Orders Award to 

our dear and beloved mother, Mama Zondeni Veronica Sobukwe. 

Thank you. She turns 91 years old this year. [Applause.] Long 

may she live; the cause of Africa must triumph. I thank you. 

 

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CO-

OPERATION (Mr L T LANDERS): Hon Chairperson, hon President, I 

am humbled to be afforded this opportunity to debate on a 

matter that forms the crux of our work in International 

Relations.  

 

In keeping with this period of renewal, of change, of 

adherence to good governance and responsiveness to our people 

...  

 

An HON MEMBER: For a change. 

 

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CO-

OPERATION (Mr L T LANDERS): ... it is also time for a review 
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and re-energising of our foreign policy. Writing in the 

Foreign Affairs magazine in 1993, Nelson Mandela argued: 

 

The pillars upon which our foreign policy will rest are 

the following beliefs: 

 

That issues of human rights are central to international 

relations and an understanding that they extend beyond 

the political, embracing the economic, social and 

environmental; 

 

That just and lasting solutions to the problems of 

humankind can only come through the promotion of 

democracy worldwide; 

 

That considerations of justice and respect for 

international law should guide the relations between 

nations; 

 

That peace is the goal for which all nations should 

strive, and where this breaks down, internationally 

agreed and nonviolent mechanisms, including effective 

arms control regimes, must be employed; 
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That the concerns and interests of the continent of 

Africa should be reflected in our foreign policy choices;  

 

That economic development depends on growing regional and 

international economic co-operation in an interdependent 

world. 

 

South Africa’s role in the international arena has to be 

predicated upon Nelson Mandela’s pronouncements in 1993. 

 

We want South Africa to be a moral compass and a voice of 

reason in a world increasingly overcome by selfish narrow 

interests. Indeed, of late, we have witnessed an alarming rise 

of unilateralism, with a concomitant weakening of diplomacy. 

This has resulted in a global crisis of leadership and 

governance.  

 

Our foreign policy has evolved over many years, crafted by no 

less than the late O R Tambo. The foreign policy foundation 

laid by Oliver Tambo was built upon and given expression to by 

Nelson Mandela as he put South Africa firmly on the 

international stage. 
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It is fitting that this debate takes place a few days before 

we commemorate Africa Day, which marks the continent’s 

independence, freedom and liberation from colonial 

imperialists. Africa Day symbolises the first union of African 

countries on the continent which laid the foundation for the 

Organisation of African Unity, OAU, on 25 May 1963, which is 

now the African Union, AU.  

 

This year, our august continental organisation celebrates 

55 years of resolute efforts for unity among the African 

people, justice, equality and socio-economic freedom from 

colonial domination. 

 

Similarly, this year, we are also celebrating the centennial 

of two of Africa’s greatest struggle icons, Nontsikelelo 

Albertina Sisulu and Nelson Mandela. Honouring their legacy, 

would mean, amongst others, drawing inspiration from their 

wisdom and dedication. 

 

Nelson Mandela understood what had to be done for us to 

succeed in pushing back the frontiers of poverty in a 

postcolonial nation. His words expressed in the narrative of a 
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foreign policy article in 1993 are as relevant today as they 

were then: 

 

Although this process of global change is far from 

complete, it is clear that all nations will have boldly 

to recast their nets if they are to reap any benefit from 

international affairs in the post-Cold War era. 

 

Today, we live in a globalised world which Madiba envisaged 

and therefore our priority is to recast our nets through a 

systematic and planned review of our foreign policy. In this 

way we will be able to further leverage economic opportunities 

that are presented by the ever-changing and challenging 

international environment. 

 

National identity is central to any country’s foreign policy 

formulation and implementation. Our African identity is not 

only premised on geographical location but also because of our 

inherent belief system and our adherence to Pan-African values 

and principles. South Africa shares a common history with 

African countries. As you are aware, we were subjected to a 

long history of colonial minority rule, which at one stage was 
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entrenched in a colonial arrangement of a special kind called 

apartheid.  

 

Inevitably, the lengthy period of colonialism led to a lengthy 

period of struggle for freedom and justice. Apartheid 

architects had their own version of coexistence, which in 

essence meant the formalised subjugation and humiliation of 

the African majority. 

 

The support we received from African independent states which 

culminated in the demise of the apartheid regime is well 

documented.  

 

As Africans we all share this tragic history with our brothers 

and sisters in the global South. Certainly, our future as a 

country cannot be divorced from the future of the continent 

and the entire humanity. I can confirm that our foreign policy 

principles that are mainly predicated on our African destiny 

remains relevant. However, we do need to assess and revise our 

strategies and tactics for maximum benefit.  

 

We are a developmental state which was founded on 

constitutional principles following the 1994 democratic 
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elections. Attainment of democracy in our country was the 

culmination of a long protracted struggle and a negotiated 

settlement which helped avert bloodshed.  

 

The time had come to reconstruct our country and the region 

while playing a responsible role in pursuing global peace and 

prosperity. South Africa’s national interests were defined 

broadly to include those of the Southern African region and 

the continent for reasons I have already alluded to. We had to 

transform from an apartheid pariah status to a responsible 

global developmental citizen. This undertaking found 

expression in the preamble of our Constitution which states 

that we seek to: “Build a united and democratic South Africa 

able to take its rightful place as a sovereign state in the 

family of nations”. 

 

In this regard, our foreign policy principles mirror the past 

and the future we collectively aspire to as Africans. These 

are principles upon which our foreign policy pillars rest:  

 

Firstly, the promotion and protection of human rights is the 

thrust of our foreign policy and these rights include 

political, economic, social and environmental rights; 
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Secondly, the promotion of democracy is an important impetus 

to finding lasting solutions to the problems of humankind; 

 

Thirdly, the commitment to justice and respect for 

international law should guide the conduct of relations 

between states; and  

 

Fourthly, the commitment to international peace and the 

utilisation of internationally agreed upon and nonviolent 

mechanisms to resolve conflicts; 

 

We move from the premise that our development shall never 

undermine the aspirations of our partners in the region, on 

the continent and of humanity, particularly the less 

privileged in the world. In this regard, we will utilise our 

chairship of the Southern African Development Community, SADC, 

which we assumed last year in August, to continue to bolster 

economic growth in the region. In essence, we recognise that 

both SADC and the Southern African Customs Union, Sacu, are 

primary vehicles to regional economic integration. 

 

Our focus in this purview is clear, as enumerated in our 

chairing theme: Partnering with the private sector in 
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developing industry and regional value chains. We are working 

towards the implementation of the identified deliverables. 

These include: 

 

Firstly, the control and management of the fall armyworm and 

other diseases which will contribute towards addressing 

regional food security challenges;  

 

Secondly, enhancing capacity at the SADC secretariat, 

including the identification of regional centres of 

excellence. This is geared towards improving the 

implementation of SADC strategic blueprints, with a primary 

focus on the regional industrialisation strategy and roadmap;  

 

Thirdly, the establishment of a regional natural gas committee 

to promote the inclusion of gas in the regional economy energy 

mix and in the promotion of industrial development; 

 

Fourthly, the Project Preparation and Development Facility 

managed by the Development Bank of Southern Africa to take 

projects to bankability stage and therefore unlock 

opportunities that exist in the region; and  

 



UNREVISED HANSARD 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

WEDNESDAY, 23 MAY 2018 

Page: 210 

 

Finally, the formulation of a nutritious instant and ready-to-

mix product from indigenous food ingredients. 

 

It is my belief that these regional efforts will augment our 

endeavours to enhance intra-African trade, which sadly stands 

at 11% as we speak. We are encouraged and proud to have been 

part of the adoption and launch of the Continental Free Trade 

Area, CFTA, in Kigali in March 2018, as well as the signing of 

the Kigali Declaration. We would like to commence with our 

domestic ratification processes as soon as the outstanding 

legal issues surrounding the CFTA have been finalised.  

 

As Africans we understand that our identity is not based on 

geographical composition and that our engagement with other 

formations must benefit the continent. This includes the BRICS 

formation whose chairship we assumed on 1 January 2018 and 

will conclude on 31 December 2018. Preparations are 

progressing well for us to host the 10th BRICS summit which 

will be held from 25 to 27 July this year under the theme: 

BRICS in Africa: Collaboration for inclusive growth and shared 

prosperity in the 4th Industrial Revolution. This theme 

underscores our commitment to Africa’s development and 
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prosperity. Hon President, we want to assure you that this 

summit will be a spectacular success.  

 

In this year of Mandela, we are honoured to pursue his vision 

of forging stronger ties with countries in the Indian Ocean 

Rim through our chairship of the Indian Ocean Rim Association, 

IORA, for the period 2017-2019. Its theme, Uniting the peoples 

of Africa, Asia, Australasia and the Middle East through 

enhanced co-operation for peace, stability .and sustainable 

development, further demonstrates our resolve to preserve 

Madiba’s legacy during his centenary year.  

 

I must stress that our relations with countries of the global 

South are not pursued at the expense of stronger ties we have 

with countries of the global North at bilateral and 

multilateral levels. To this extent, we are engaging with the 

United States to resolve issues around recently announced 

tariffs on steel and aluminium imports into the USA and hope 

to find an amicable solution soon. This is significant, 

although we account for only two per cent of USA imports 

because we need to create and preserve jobs here at home. 
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Despite challenges such as sluggish economic growth in the 

developed world and elsewhere, the EU remains South Africa’s 

largest trading bloc. Total trade with the EU has increased 

from R150 billion in 2000 to R599,86 billion in 2017. South 

African exports to the EU increased from R64 billion in 2000 

to R262 billion in 2017 with foreign direct investment, FDI, 

representing 77% of total FDI in the country. This has made a 

significant contribution towards job creation and 

industrialisation in South Africa. The EU’s total development 

assistance provided to South Africa from 1994 to 2017 amounts 

to more than €3 billion.  

 

The geopolitical situation the world finds itself in is 

characterised by growing tensions between the USA and China; 

growing tensions between the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organisation, Nato, and Russia; the escalating proxy war in 

Syria; the escalating proxy war in Yemen; the growing tensions 

between the USA and Iran; the growing tensions between the USA 

and North Korea; and finally, the proliferation of weapons of 

mass destruction which could lead to a nuclear conflageration 

between major powers that threatens the very essence of our 

existence. 
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It is within this unpredictable, highly volatile environment 

that we have presented our candidature to serve as a 

nonpermanent member of the UN Security Council for the period 

2019-2020 as endorsed by the AU. This will afford us an 

opportunity to utilise our experience in the prioritisation of 

diplomacy, mediation, the peaceful settlement of disputes, 

conflict resolution and peace building. 

 

We will also utilise this membership to actively contribute to 

achieving an Africa at peace by 2063, by pursuing and 

promoting Africa’s goal of silencing the guns by 2020, while 

promoting peace and security across the globe. 

 

Now, I hear a lot of noise coming from the benches of the DA 

... [Interjections.] Yes. So before I conclude I want to ...  

 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: You put us all to sleep. You 

put us all to sleep. 

 

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CO-

OPERATION (Mr L T LANDERS): ... refer hon members of this 

House to a letter in the Business Day.  
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The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: {Inaudible.] ... you wrote 

to P W Botha?  

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Order! 

 

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CO-

OPERATION (Mr L T LANDERS): In the Business Day of Wednesday 

23 May, the letter is written by Terry Crawford-Browne and he 

says the following.  

 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Where’s the one you wrote to 

P W? [Inaudible.] 

 

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CO-

OPERATION (Mr L T LANDERS): That the Israeli government has no 

compunctions about bribing or buying votes at the UN and 

elsewhere is well documented.  

 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION:[Inaudible.] ... P W Botha 

stooge! 
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The DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CO-

OPERATION (Mr L T LANDERS): Israeli antics have evidently now 

reached Cape Town. 

 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Sellout! 

 

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CO-

OPERATION (Mr L T LANDERS): The 2018 UN water report confirms 

that, after Bahrain, Israel is the world’s second worst abuser 

of its water resources. Millions of pine trees have been 

planted in Israel to obliterate the ruins of Palestinian 

villages destroyed during the 1947 and 1948 Nakba.  

 

Former Israeli ambassador to South Africa, Arthur Lenk, 

boasted how Israel could generally assist Cape Town in her 

water crisis. DA leader Mmusi Maimane dutifully visited Israel 

to meet Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 

[Interjections.] 

 

Next came the reports of a R6 billion Israeli desalination 

plant and of massive kickbacks to the DA. Mayor Patricia de 

Lille reportedly refused to sign the contract. 
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[Interjections.] Hence, allegedly, the eruption between 

Maimane and De Lille. [Interjections.] 

 

Given that a Cape Town company called GrahamTek has been 

designing desalination plants for Saudi Arabia, India and 

Singapore for years, the choice of Israeli technology is 

highly questionable.  

 

The DA’s kneejerk criticism of the withdrawal of South 

Africa’s ambassador to Israel parroted statements by the 

Zionist lobby. Maimane owes South African citizens an 

explanation ... [Interjections.]... why the DA is now the 

mouthpiece for the apartheid state of Israel [Interjections.] 

[Applause.] As the DA implodes an independent investigation is 

imperative. Is the Israeli lobby ...  

 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Point of order. 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Order Deputy Minister. 

Take your seat. What’s your point of order? 

 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Madam House Chairperson, 

it’s in terms of Rule 85. The hon member is making aspersions 
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against the hon Maimane completely not based on fact ... 

[Interjections.] ... but this is not surprising because this 

is P W Botha’s Stratcom lackey that served in the ... 

[Inaudible.] ... days of apartheid in P W Botha’s ... 

[Inaudible.] 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Order hon member! Hon 

member, can you please take your seat? 

 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Have you switched my 

microphone off? 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): I did because it was no 

longer the point of order that you are making.  

 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: House Chairperson, in terms 

of the rules you are meant to inform me that you are about to 

switch my microphone off. I know you are protecting this 

apartheid-era P W Botha stooge ...  

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Yes, I would’ve done so 

but ... Order! I will switch your microphone off.  
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The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: ... from being held 

accountable ... [Inaudible.] ... shielding him.  

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Order hon members! 

Order! [Interjections.] Order! Hon member Steenhuisen! Hon 

member Steenhuisen! Hon Waters, can you take your seat? I want 

to address your Chief Whip. Hon member Steenhuisen! Hon 

Steenhuisen, you called a point of order. [Interjections.] 

 

An HON MEMBER: House Chair? 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Can you allow me to 

respond to you? [Interjections.] Can I allow ...  

 

An HON MEMBER: Point of order, House Chair. 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): The hon member was 

reading from a letter in the Business Day. It’s not his words 

that he was reading ... [Interjections.] ... but you continue. 

You also interject by making particular references which you 

know are unparliamentary. [Interjections.] Can I now allow the 

member to proceed? 
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The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Madam House Chairperson, 

point of order. Point of order! Point of order! 

 

Mr P D MALOYI: Chairperson? Chairperson? 

 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Point of order! Point of 

order! 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Can I take his point of 

order? I’ll come back to you, hon member. 

 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: House Chairperson, you would 

know from previous rulings in this House that statements that 

cast aspersions on members, even if they are quotations from 

various other publications, are still unparliamentary. 

[Interjections. So, please stop covering up for Stratcom’s P W 

Botha stooge at the podium.  

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Thank you hon member.  

 

Mr P D MALOYI: Point of order, Chairperson. Chair? 
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The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Order! I’ve noted you. 

Order hon members! [Interjections.] Can you please stop 

shouting? I’m answering your point of order. Indeed, as you 

have said ... Order, hon Mike Waters! You are correct in terms 

of your point of order and that point of order is sustained in 

terms of the precedent on the ruling that has been made. 

Obviously it’s a matter that might need to be referred to the 

Rules if there is contestation as to whether it is true or 

false. However, hon Steenhuisen, you have also made inferences 

... [Interjections.] Order! To call somebody a stooge is not 

...  

 

An HON MEMBER: And a sellout.  

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Can you please withdraw 

that?  

 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: I withdraw stooge. He’s an 

apartheid-era lackey. [Interjections.] 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Hon Steenhuisen! Hon 

Steenhuisen, can you please withdraw unconditionally?  
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The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: House Chairperson, with 

respect I cannot withdraw the truth that this man served P W 

Botha in his Cabinet. It is the truth. [Interjections.] If you 

can’t say that in Parliament then I don’t know where else you 

can say it. He must own his past.  

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Hon Steenhuisen! Hon 

Steenhuisen! Hon Steenhuisen, I said withdraw the reference 

you made to the member by calling him a stooge and a sellout.  

 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: I withdraw stooge and 

replace it with servant of P W Botha. 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): You don’t want to 

withdraw unconditionally? You don’t want to withdraw 

unconditionally? 

 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: I’m not going to withdraw 

the truth. This man served P W Botha. [Interjections.] 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Can you then leave the 

House?  
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The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: I will leave the House.  

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Thank you. 

[Interjections.] Hon member? Hon member, he was the first with 

a point of order. [Interjections.] I will give you a point of 

order. You can take your seat [Applause.] Order hon members! 

What’s the point of order, hon member? 

 

Mr P D MALOYI: Chair, I’m covered by your ruling. 

Unfortunately, these are the consequences of red wine.  

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Thank you. Hon member 

... [Inaudible.] Order! [Interjections.] Your member is on the 

floor. [Interjections.] Order hon members! You have your 

member on the floor. [Interjections.] I’ve seen you, hon 

Chauke. What’s the point? 

 

An HON MEMBER: Chair, the members on this side of the House 

standing here saw the hon member at the podium mouth a 

expletive to us, which was f... you. I want him to withdraw 

that because the lackey of P W Botha cannot get away with 

that.  
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The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Hon member, can you 

take your seat? Hon member, did you mouth any words of that 

sort? {Interjections.] Order! Hon members, can you please be 

in order. In terms of the procedure I have to ask the member 

whether indeed he said what you allege he said. 

[Interjections.] Order! You are asking a presiding officer to 

make a ruling. I’m seated here. I’ve not seen. I have a right 

to ask the member and I will have to look at the video so that 

I can come back and rule. You can’t insist that I rule the way 

you want before I exercise my responsibility. Can you please 

be in order? Hon Chauke? 

 

Mr H P CHAUKE: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. The matters 

that are raised by hon Minister Landers are so serious that, 

in the best interests of the security of the country, I 

propose that these matters be referred, either to the Chief 

Whips to look into the issue of the letter in line with the 

security of the country ... It cannot be. We are not a federal 

state. [Inaudible.] Therefore, I’m proposing that these 

matters should be attended to.  

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Hon Chauke, thank you 

very much. If you would like the matter to be referred to the 
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Chief Whips’ Forum in particular, I would suggest that you 

formally write to the Chief Whip. For now I will ask the hon 

member on the podium to proceed with his speech.  

 

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CO-

OPERATION (Mr L T LANDERS): The DA’s kneejerk criticism of the 

withdrawal of ...  

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Order hon member. What 

is your point of order, sir? 

 

Mr M WATERS: Chairperson, I witnessed the hon member mouth 

f... you to members on this side of the House. Now, if you 

remember ... If I may continue please. If you remember a few 

years ago, another member on this side of the House mouthed f 

... you and owned up to it. The Speaker rightfully suspended 

her for five days. I want to know what is ... [Inaudible.] ... 

this hon member. 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Thank you, hon member. 

Order! Hon Waters, take your seat. You correctly said in your 

analysis that a member owned up. I asked the member on the 
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podium the question and he said no. So I said I will ... 

[Interjections.] Hon Waters!  

 

An HON MEMBER: Own up! 

 

An HON MEMBER: What is your problem? 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): I said I will come back 

with a ruling to this House when I have looked at the video so 

that, indeed, I can see for myself what he said. We can’t 

actually proceed in this manner if we want to conclude. 

Proceed hon member. [Interjections.] 

 

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CO-

OPERATION (Mr L T LANDERS): The DA’s kneejerk criticism of the 

withdrawal of South Africa’s ambassador to Israel parroted 

statements by the Zionist lobby. [Interjections.] 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Order hon members! You 

may not appreciate the ruling that I have made but I think you 

owe it to all of us to ensure that the member on the podium is 

heard, like you would want your member who will be coming to 

this podium to be heard. Proceed hon member. [Interjections.]  
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The DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CO-

OPERATION (Mr L T LANDERS): Maimane owes South African 

citizens ... [Interjections.] 

 

Mr M WATERS: Point of order. 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Hon Waters, what is 

your point? 

 

Mr M WATERS: Chair, you agreed with a previous point of order, 

by the hon Steenhuisen, that the hon member could not make 

aspersions against another member. If they wanted to do so 

they should do it through a substantive motion which the hon 

member is entitled to do.  

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Hon member? 

 

Mr M WATERS: The hon member ... [Inaudible.] ... withdraw all 

aspersions.  

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Hon member Waters, can 

you please take your seat? I ruled on the matter of 

Steenhuisen. I’m not going to rule twice on the same matter. 



UNREVISED HANSARD 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

WEDNESDAY, 23 MAY 2018 

Page: 227 

 

[Interjections.] I never said he must withdraw. Hon member, 

you raised a point on the matter of the precedent and the 

member withdrew. [Interjections.] Hon members, can we please 

be in order? [Interjections.] Hon member Landers, you cannot 

continue to read that statement if it casts aspersions on 

anybody. [Interjections.] There was a ruling in this House in 

respect of how members can’t cast aspersions, even if it’s a 

quote. That is why I ... [Interjections.] Order hon members! 

That is why I said, if in the Rules they would want to 

reconsider that matter they will do so.  

 

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CO-

OPERATION (Mr L T LANDERS): Madam Chair, if I may allow you 

sight of the letter, tell me where in the letter I cast 

aspersions on anyone. [Interjections.]  

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Thank you, I will look 

at it. You can conclude your debate.  

 

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CO-

OPERATION (Mr L T LANDERS): May I conclude quoting from the 

letter? 
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The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): No. 

 

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CO-

OPERATION (Mr L T LANDERS): No? {Interjections.] 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): No. Hon member, as I 

said, as long as the letter does not refer to any individual, 

you can conclude.  

 

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CO-

OPERATION (Mr L T LANDERS): Oh, alright. So he doesn’t owe 

South African citizens an explanation as to why the DA is now 

the mouthpiece for the apartheid state of Israel. As the DA 

implodes, an independent investigation is imperative. Is the 

Israeli lobby funding the DA ahead of the 2019 elections? 

[Interjections.] In short, how much were those alleged bribes? 

[Interjections.] 

 

We believe that in carrying out the legacies of President Male 

... Mandela and O R Tambo ... [Interjections.] ... of 

democracy and equality ...  

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Order, hon members! 
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The DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND CO-

OPERATION (Mr L T LANDERS): ... we must continue our advocacy 

for the transformation of the system of global governance. The 

needs and aspirations of humanity can only be realised through 

a responsive system. I thank you. [Applause.] 

 

Mr H P CHAUKE: No, no, Chair, on a point of order, I was 

saying that my letter is ready Chair. Where do I take the 

letter to? [Applause.] Thank you very much. Thank you, Mam. 

[Applause.] 

 

The House Chairperson: (Ms A T Didiza): You can take it to the 

Chief Whip of the Majority Party who is the Chair of the 

Chip’s Forum. Thank you. [Applause.] 

 

Mr M A PLOUAMMA: Chair, hon Speaker, hon President, hon 

members, let me explain why, hon President, your New Dawn is 

fast becoming a New Yawn. Let me explain why your Thuma Mina 

is becoming Ngeya saba mina. [Laughter.] 

 

Hon President, first you appointed Mr David Mabuza the former 

premier league member who has achieved nothing in Mpumalanga 

except a well-structured, entrenched patronage. Good 
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governance with credibility has died with the appointment of 

Mr Mabuza. 

 

Mr President, you flew from London to the North West to do 

nothing. Your harmful procrastination to remove the Premier of 

North West has caused the death of two people in the North 

West. You only emerge at the meeting like a fish out of water. 

 

Mr President, I see nothing ... [Interjections.] Can you stop 

wasting my time? 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Order! Hon member, can 

you take your seat. 

 

Mr X MABASA: On a point of order, Chair, according to Rule 85, 

for the member to imply that a death of two people has been 

caused by the President is seriously out of order. I suggest 

the member withdraws. 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Hon member? 
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Mr M A PLOUAMMA: Hon Chairperson, there is nothing to 

withdraw, two people died and you should have fired that 

Premier of North West. 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Hon member, you are 

indeed casting aspersion.  

 

Mr M A PLOUAMMA: Never mind. 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Can you withdraw? 

 

Mr M A PLOUAMMA: Okay, never mind. 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Can you withdraw? 

 

Mr M A PLOUAMMA: Never mind, it is fine eh, hon ... 

[Interjections.] 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Hon Plouamma? 

 

Mr M A PLOUAMMA: I withdraw. 
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The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Thank you. You can 

proceed. 

 

Mr M A PLOUAMMA: Mr President, I see nothing different between 

Mr Mahumapelo and Mr Ace Magashule and Mr Mabuza. These three 

leaders should have passed with Zuma administration. They will 

infect you with a bug of dishonesty. 

 

The Minister Bathabile Dlamini, the great defender of Zuma 

patronage and scandals is still here under your 

administration. Hon President, why Premier Makhura is not 

fired for Esidimeni tragedy? 

 

Mr President a true leader is only tested when he applies 

justice to those who are close to him. How can you speak of a 

New Dawn with these discredited leaders? 

 

Hon President, you don’t believe in land expropriation without 

compensation, I can see your heart. [Laughter.] The land 

summit was a con and effort to frustrate and kill softly the 

process of land expropriation without compensation. I can call 

your land summit, a “Disney land political programme” 

dominated by apologistic double face leaders. 
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Mr President, you are not in charge, factions of the ANC are 

in charge. A New Dawn is now reduced to a self-serving 

charade. Your Presidency has battered features of a failed 

boxer. 

 

Hon President, I don’t know why it is so difficult for you to 

go to Marikana and meet families of the deceased. You were 

once a Christian leader with a conscience. Remember when you 

were reading the Bible in prison. 

 

Your conscience and soul was still intact. I urge you Mr 

President to go back to your former self. Hon President, I see 

your efforts of attracting investment, but I belief it is also 

important to those who have stolen taxpayers money to face the 

might of the law. 

 

It would have been your good hundred days if the Guptas, Mr 

Mosebenzi Zwane and former President were watching these 

proceedings in prison. 

 

Hon Mr President, can you tell the hon Speaker to use 

protection services to remove hon Mduduzi Manana immediately 

when he shows his face in this NA. [Applause.] [Time expired.] 
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The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Order! Hon member, your 

time is up. Thank you very much. [Applause.] 

 

Mr Y CASSIM: Hon Chairperson, in this auspicious month of 

Ramadan, I greet you and the members of this House in South 

Africa with the universal greetings of peace “Salam-U-Alaikum 

wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuh” (May the peace, mercy, and 

blessings of Allah be with you). 

 

On that note hon Chairperson, I find it incumbent upon myself 

to deal with the slander of P W Botha’s apartheid lackey, hon 

Landers that he delivered at this podium just a few moments 

ago. 

 

Mr P J MNGUNI: Hon Chair, on a point of order, I’m rising on 

Rule 92 and in terms of Rule 85 with respect to casting 

aspersions. Throughout the session there have been rulings on 

this, we cannot allow any member of this House to be so 

referred as the hon Landers has been referred to by the hon 

Cassim. That House Chair, he must withdraw forthwith. Thank 

you. 
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The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Thank you hon member, 

the point of order is sustained. Hon Cassim, you know that the 

statement you have just made is offensive, casting 

aspersion... [Interjections.] 

 

Mr Y CASSIM: Offensive? 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Yes ... on an 

individual. You said a lackey. Can you please withdraw? 

 

Mr Y CASSIM: Chairperson, on a point of order, if it was so 

offensive why did he serve the apartheid government hon 

Chairperson? I don’t understand. 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): It is not about serving 

an apartheid government or any government. It is the prefix 

you used. Can you please withdraw don’t look on your left, I’m 

addressing you. 

 

Mr Y CASSIM: But Chair, he served. It is the truth. Is that 

casting aspersions? 
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The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Order! Hon Cassim? Can 

you withdraw? 

 

Mr Y CASSIM: Okay Chair I’m sorry I offended him. I’m sorry I 

offended him. I withdraw. 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Are you withdrawing? 

 

Mr Y CASSIM: I withdraw. 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Yes, then you can 

continue. 

 

Mr Y CASSIM: The hon Landers who served on P W Botha’s Cabinet 

and this was the slander: One, Chairperson, there is 

absolutely – I want to state this correctly because it is easy 

for someone to come up here and to slander. There is 

absolutely – please listen carefully. There is absolutely ... 

[Interjections.] 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Order hon members! 

 

Mr Y CASSIM: My time? 
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The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): No, your time is your 

time you can proceed to speak. 

 

Mr Y CASSIM: They are drowning me out Chairperson. 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Order hon members. Can 

you not drown the speaker on the podium? You can interject but 

you don’t have to drown him. Continue. 

 

Mr Y CASSIM: There is absolutely no contract between the City 

of Cape Town and the Israeli government on a water 

desalination plant. But that’s neither here nor there. 

Actually, Chairperson that’s neither you were not there. I 

will tell you why, because hon Landers is the Deputy Minister 

of International Relations, and the South African government 

has full trade in relations with the state of Israel.  

 

In fact, they have the biggest trading partners in Africa with 

the state of Israel and his department. I don’t understand 

what type of hypocritical point he is trying to make. 

[Applause.] It makes no sense. 
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On that note, Chairperson, maybe I should school him on 

apartheid. Apartheid was not only a crime against humanity but 

also a deliberately legislated system of deprivation.  

 

One that not only deprived black South Africans of our dignity 

but also of opportunity, capital, both social and financial, a 

decent education, jobs and property to name just a few 

privileges, which were afforded exclusively to white people. 

 

Whilst it is no coincidence that we inherited a desperately 

unequal society 24 years ago, what is absolutely tragic is 

that successive democratically elected ANC governments have 

not only failed to meaningfully redress the legacies of 

apartheid but have actually presided over the widening of the 

inequalities that it created.[Applause.] 

 

In 1993, our Gini Coefficient which measures income inequality 

was 0,59, it now stands at 0,64. The closer this fraction is 

to 1, the more unequal a society is. Meaning our society is 

more unequal today in terms of income, than it was at the dawn 

of our democracy. 
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One would expect a capable government in post-apartheid South 

Africa to make progress in defeating the legacies of our past.  

Yet as I address you ... [Interjections.]  

 

Ms T V TOBIAS: Hon Chairperson, on a point of order, I want to 

find out whether hon Cassim is prepared to take a question? 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Order! Hon Cassim, are 

you willing to take a question? 

 

Mr Y CASSIM: No, I don’t have time for the questions ... 

[Interjections.] No. 

 

Ms T V TOBIAS: I want to know that ... [Interjections.] ... 

use chemical weapons for the apartheid state. 

 

The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Hon member, can you 

please take your seat? 

 

Ms T V TOBIAS: He produced chemical weapons for the apartheid 

state. What do you support? 
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The HOUSE CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T Didiza): Hon member, I will 

switch off your mic. 

 

Mr Y CASSIM: [Inaudible.] Yet as I address you today, a black 

child is still 100 times more likely to grow up in poverty 

than a white child; 93% of those in poverty are black South 

Africans who make up 79% of our population; 27,9% of black 

South Africans are unemployed compared to 7,1% of white South 

Africans and white households on average earn six times more 

than black households. 

 

The record shows that ANC governments have dismally failed to 

redress the unfair lived realities of black South Africans, 

particularly the youth, so as to create one South Africa for 

all where all South Africans can have access to the same 

opportunity to succeed. 

 

In your state of the nation address, Mr President you promised 

to move young South Africans to the centre of South Africa’s 

economic agenda. 

 

Shortly thereafter, you reshuffled his Cabinet, and yet not a 

single young person was put in it. Saturday will mark 100 days 
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of your Presidency yet since your election as President, 250 

O00 million more South Africans, the majority being young and 

black, have joined the ranks of the now 9,5 million unemployed 

South Africans. 

 

Young people remain locked out of the economy, out of jobs, 

and out of opportunity. Is it any coincidence that there are 

no fresh ideas to empower young people beside summits, work in 

groups encompasses when the average age of your Cabinet is 

around 60 years old, which is the average age of retirement in 

South Africa - take a hint. [Applause.] 

 

Perhaps Mr President, your government has no real, serious and 

implementable ideas to empower young people because by the 

time you have to deal with this mess, most of you will not be 

around. 

 

In any event if you are really serious about placing our young 

people at the centre of South Africa’s economic agenda, we 

urge you to waste no time in doing so by implementing the 

following: Instruct your ANC Caucus in Parliament to vote 

against the 1% point VAT hike; introduce a jobseekers’ 

allowance for young people; roll out a national job centres 
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project; upgrade the current employment tax incentive ETI to a 

full youth wage subsidy. 

 

Introducing a national civilian service year to provide work 

experience for unemployed matriculants; introduce a free year 

of skills training for our youth; overhaul our TVET colleges 

with updated curricula, classrooms and equipment so as to be 

institutions of choice; ensure that our students, particularly 

at TVET colleges actually have the tools to succeed including 

allowances, which most now half year through the year still 

haven’t received. 

 

Deal with the historic debt still being carried by poor 

university students; amend B-BBEE legislation to include 

internships, bursaries, and funding of schools as legitimate 

empowerment. Scrap the self-serving five terms of the Setas 

and the NYDA so that the limited resources meant to skill and 

develop our youth are used to do so rather than continue to 

serve the patronage networks of the ANC. 

 

On that point, Chairperson, I find it quite ironic that the 

hon Tseke came up here to trumpet the NYDA. Clearly, she 

didn’t read the strategic plan and the budgeting that over 60% 
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of the budget is going to be used towards salaries and 

administration, not in supporting the businesses of young 

people that you mentioned here today. In fact, those budgets 

were cut. 

 

Moving young South Africans to the centre of South Africa’s 

economic agenda as you’ve promised shouldn’t just be lip 

service. Where the DA governs with limited comparative 

resources, we don’t just talk about it, we actually do it. 

 

In the Western Cape we have opened nine opportunity centres 

like those I have called for in this speech, was allocating 

R15,6 billion for youth opportunities. The DA-run City of Cape 

Town now offers over 180 interventions aimed at keeping young 

people off the streets whilst developing crucial skills. 

 

Job seekers can ride the MyCiti bus free of charge where a 

similar initiative have been rolled out introducing subsidized 

fairs for job seekers in Tshwane and for students in Nelson 

Mandela Bay. 

 

The Western Cape also has the highest retention rates and 

bachelor pass rates in the country with your matric pass rate 
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in the provinces poorest schools being increased from 57% in 

2009 when we took over from the ANC, to over 70% today. 

 

It is clear, hon Chairperson that were South Africans to vote 

in a DA-led government next year, young people would actually 

be moved to the centre of government and not just lay on the 

periphery as they do today. Thank you very much. [Applause.] 

 

The MINISTER OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Hon President, Deputy 

Speaker, hon members and fellow South Africans, on Friday, 

Africa Day, we celebrate our continent, the origin of 

humankind and the common ancestral home where our story as 

human beings began, the continent of great natural resources 

yet deep levels of poverty but also of determined Africans who 

want to change our narrative and shape our own future, the 

birthplace of Mandela, Cabral, Nkrumah and Machel; and also of 

Lillian Ngoyi, Winnie Mandela and Albertina Sisulu. 

 

During state of the nation address, Mr President, you called 

for a year of change, a year of renewal and a year of jobs. 

This was an acceptance that we need to do more to serve our 

people that service delivery levels must be stepped up; 

serious governance lapses took place; parts of the state were 
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captured. We need to do more and do better for young people 

and that we need to boost the economy to create more jobs. the 

first 97 days of the new Presidency, is one we can point to 

the real steps that were taken to deal with corruption; meet 

investors and appoint investment envoys; visit workplaces and 

communities; engage other heads of state to advance the 

African agenda; talk to trade union representatives; launch 

youth internship initiatives; and of course, to get the nation 

to walk more. 

 

It is hard in this context to be critical and it’s hard to be 

in opposition. Yes, Mr President, there is a new mood in the 

country, as hon Mthembu said, a greater confidence among 

citizens that is energising South Africans, leaving our 

critics confounded and grasping for straws. We’ve seen today 

the opposition struggling with a coherent message or a 

compelling vision. 

 

Hon Maimane spoke about the need for sweeping economic reform 

and job creation. Hon Maimane who is not here, any economist 

will tell you that there are key factors for rapid and 

inclusive growth and job creation: One, boosting investment, 

which we are doing through the engagement with investors and 
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creating conditions for the investment conference and the 

other actions; two, addressing business and consumer 

confidence, which you see is already growing as a result of 

actions against corruption; three, strengthening institutions, 

which the appointment of new boards and cleaning up of state-

owned companies are excellent examples of; four, enabling 

access to markets, which our Africa integration project, 

creating the free trade area on the continent that you are 

actively involved in , Mr President. That is one of those 

conditions. 

 

Five, developing a skilled workforce, which the fee-free 

higher education policies will support providing poor young 

people access to university education; six, good 

infrastructure, which the work of the Presidential 

Infrastructure Co-ordinating Commission is contributing to; 

seven, special facilities to incentivise job creation, which 

we are now expanding; and finally, partnerships, which the 

summits and social dialogue is promoting. 

 

Infrastructure is critical for a modern economy and improved 

service delivery. The Presidential Infrastructure Co-

ordinating Commission, PICC, is driven by the Presidency and 
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the President chairs the council and engages with its 

structures. Let me share a few examples of the kind of work 

that is done in government around infrastructure. It’s hard to 

be in opposition when, in just the last four years, this 

government has built more than 300 new schools, refurbish more 

than 150 schools providing education to at least 150 000 young 

South Africans in addition to our current infrastructure. 

Children like Ayabonga Makhuba and Lisakhanya Yekiso who 

attend Langeni Primary School in the Eastern Cape. Or children 

like Sisanda Totwana and Zukiswa Tshanyela of Dwebe High 

School, who no longer have to travel long distances to get to 

school. 

 

It’s hard to be in opposition, when we have built very 

significant new energy generation plants, in the last four 

years of this administration enough to power three new cities 

the size of Johannesburg. Hon Madisha looks for examples of 

service delivery. When every working day 1 000 new homes are 

connected to electricity and over the past four years we have 

brought energy to a million additional South African homes. 

It’s hard to be in opposition. [Applause.] When residents in 

Mpetsheni Village in the Eastern Cape are connected to 

electricity and Nwabisi Catala is happy that her children will 
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be able to access a computer now and Siyabulela Nonguzela can 

get medication that need to be stored in a fridge from the 

local clinic. It’s hard to be in opposition. When government 

focuses on industrialization and on localisation that actually 

receives results, we can give you those examples. For example, 

since government intervention we brought Toyota and Bavarian 

Motor Works, BMW, to open up factories operations for the 

production of minibus taxis. Currently, to date, Mr President, 

some 66 000 minibus taxis have been assembled, built and 

manufactured here locally in South Africa. [Applause.] 

 

So, to give you an idea of 66 000, if you parked all those 

taxi at the same time, let’s say at 20:00 tonight, and you 

fill them all with people, that will be a million commuters 

that can get into those taxis that have been built and 

assembled here in South Africa, with South African labour 

creating South African jobs. [Applause.] That’s not counting 

the 750 buses made locally or the 17 000 train wagons made 

locally. When the lives of ordinary South Africans are so 

unquestionably transformed by government projects, it’s hard 

to be in opposition. When Boitshoko Mocheko has the 

opportunity to build herself as an entrepreneur with her own 

company supplying computers to Medupi; when Elsie Monyebodu 
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can acquire the skills to be a female welder and support her 

younger sibling at school; when Ivy Mabotja can realise her 

life-long dream to own and run a farm and can support the 

growing community around Lephalale; when all of this can 

happen because of the intervention of national government, 

it’s hard to be the opposition. 

 

Hon members, the debate has rightly pointed to the enormous 

challenge to create more jobs. About six million people, 

mainly young, are hungry and desperate for a job. We are 

making progress but we need to do more and scale up our 

actions. Our colleagues on this side of the House are 

reluctant to speak about history. We understand that. We 

understand hon Maimane when there’s not much history or 

perhaps in the history that one is embarrassed about you don’t 

want to speak about it. However, unless we locate our problems 

in the context of our history, we will not be able to see how 

far we have come and how large the challenges are that we have 

inherited. When even the Institute of Race Relations, that 

think-tank, so closely aligned with the thinking of the 

Democratic Alliance admitted in 2016 that they can and I’m 

going to quote: 
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See a young democracy that has made a vast amount of 

progress in fields ranging from the economy and 

employment to living standards, poverty, education, 

healthcare and crime. 

 

It must be very, very difficult to be the opposition. So what 

led them to this conclusion? Almost eight million jobs have 

been created under an ANC government since 1994, with almost 

as many jobs created in just those 24 years as was created in 

the entire preceding industrial history of South Africa. 

According to the International Labour Organisation, ILO, data, 

the growth rate in jobs since 1994 - go to the website and 

have a look at it - has been 3,2% for South Africa. In that 

same period it’s been at a lower level in Mexico, 2,2%; Brazil 

2%; Indonesia 1,8%; Turkey 1,5%; United States 1% and the 

United Kingdom. It’s hard to be the opposition when this 

government’s policies has delivered more actual jobs, numbers 

of jobs in the last 23 years than any of South Korea, Italy, 

France, Germany or even the UK. [Applause.] In the last 12 

months 165 000 new additional jobs have been created, three 

times more than the year before and 16,4 million people are 

employed. 
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Yet, we need to do much, much, much more because we inherited 

these large challenges - the challenges that you don’t want us 

to talk about because they got our history. When the ruling 

party says to government to create more jobs, find more 

opportunities for young people, bring more entrepreneurship 

and sets out an ambitious programme of transformation and 

growth and we begin to retool the state to allocate more 

budget resources. It’s hard to be in opposition. When the 

President visits a Volvo plant in Amanzimtoti as he did on 

Saturday, to a production line that assembles a new truck 

every 45 minutes, where a young worker Fuzile Zulu was busy at 

work, and young interns like Nokwanda Shezi is now under Youth 

Environmental Service, Yes, programme, and a young black 

production manager Alex Tanga takes us on a factory tour where 

workers are productively employed earning a decent wage, it’s 

hard to be in opposition. 

 

In the period ahead, our focus to increase employment will be 

on the jobs summit; our buy local programme with retailers and 

within government; for the fast expansion of our industrial 

plans; the R110 billion investment target we set for the 

Industrial Development Corporation, IDC, over the next 5 

years; the $100 billion target that the President has set for 
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us; our small business expansion; our changes to the 

Competition Act to open the economy to black South Africans 

and small, medium and micro-sized enterprises, SMMEs. Hon 

Cassim raised the issue about the ... [Inaudible.]... 

inequality. We look forward to the DA supporting the changes 

in the Competition Act, to empower the competition authorities 

and to deconcentrate the economy, to open opportunities for 

black South Africans and to bring in small businesses. 

[Applause.] When Maya Angelou says “try to be a rainbow in 

somebody’s cloud” and the ruling party is the rainbow, and we 

appeal to our colleagues in the opposition not to be the 

cloud, it’s hard to be in opposition. 

 

When consumer confidence is at its highest level yet, and 

business confidence as measured by the Bureau for Economic 

Research, BER, at Stellenbosch University is at its highest in 

three years, it’s hard to be the opposition. The Opposition 

conceded today that the President has taken steps to deal with 

corruption but their challenge is that we wish you could do 

more, but we accept you have done it. It’s hard to be in 

opposition when the President is leading a campaign to clean 

up public entities, deal with state capture and ensure proper 

governance, when the board of Transnet is replaced so that it 
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is governed properly, when the board of Eskom is replaced and 

the chief financial officer, CFO, is replaced so that public 

resources are deployed the people’s needs. 

 

When the boards of the Passenger Rail Agency of South Africa, 

Prasa, and the SA Airways, SAA, are replaced, the SA 

Broadcasting Corporation, SABC, board is replaced, when the 

Industrial Development Corporation, IDC, launched legal 

proceedings against the Gupta-owned Oakbay company, when the 

SA Revenue Service, Sars, Commissioner is suspended, when the 

Klynveld Peat Marwick Goerdeler, KPMG, is excluded from public 

contracts and when a judicial inquiry into state capture is 

commencing its work, its hard to be in opposition. When 

Moody’s Rating Agency acknowledges and I quote: 

 

With changes in governance, a number of key institutions, 

including the Treasury, Sars and key state-owned 

enterprises have embarked on the recovery of their 

earlier strength. 

 

It’s hard to be the opposition. The issue of land has come up 

in the debate today. Any reasonable person will conclude that 

the DA essentially believes that the Constitution is there to 
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defend existing property rights and existing property holders. 

The EFF feels the Constitution is too feeble and acts as a 

limit to expropriation of land. The ANC in contrast believes 

that the Constitution is a blueprint for bold transformation 

and land redistribution. I want to thank the hon members to a 

judgement of the Constitutional Court, the Batho Star Fishing 

judgement that still stands as a vindication of the powerful 

role of the Constitution as a mandate for transformation. The 

court noted and I quote, this is now the Constitutional Court: 

 

No one would dispute the need to maintain stability in 

the industry. Otherwise there would be nothing to 

transform. But transformation is required by both the 

Constitution and the Act. And that change sometimes comes 

at a cost. There are profound challenges facing our 

nation. The transformation process will inevitably have 

an adverse impact on some individuals, particularly those 

that have always been advantaged and, at times, on the 

industry. These are some of the challenges we have to 

confront as a nation in transition. But transformation 

cannot be sacrificed at the alter of stability. It must 

be carried out responsibly and its adverse impact must be 

minimised. 
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powerful words from the highest court in the land that says, 

go out there, transform and ensure that black South African 

have access to land. There is land hunger there, but President 

has also made the economic case for land redistribution. Look 

at China so much of its growth was stimulated by a programme 

of land reform. We need to ensure that in fact we build the 

national consensus on what we do. It’s hard to be in 

opposition when government will submit to Parliament an 

amendment to the Competition Bill to enable more small 

businesses and black South Africans to enter the economy and 

compete 

 

Hon Members, the metaphor that the President has used of a new 

dawn has attracted its share of cheap shots. But it is a 

matter of a change. A new dawn based on a new deal that 

involves South Africans, business people, labour, government 

and all of us responding to the “Thuma mina” call are now just 

government. It’s all of us as South Africans. When government 

is able to show the success of partnerships with business, 

labour and civil society; partnerships which increase the 

local procurement by big business, saving thousands of jobs at 

ABInbev, Coca-Cola, Massmart and Edcon; partnerships which can 

bring significant investment from the private sector to 
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infrastructure; and partnerships which can bring the 

collective energy of all South Africans. When this government 

shows you what can be done when we stop talking about us and 

them, and engage each other in constructive dialogue and 

partnership, my word it must be hard to be the opposition. 

 

Hon Malema is critical that the Jobs Summit and Investment 

Conference have not been held, Mr President in the first 97 

days of your Presidency. If we were simply looking for a talk 

shop and the right to tick the box, done that, held the 

conference and made the speech we could have convened any 

number of summits. Instead we are taking the tougher road of 

engaging social partners, meeting investors, hearing what they 

say and doing what is necessary to turn the summits into 

productive session where we can announce the commitment that 

we as South African are making. 

 

Hon members as too often the debate generated into insults - I 

wonder whether our colleagues can take their own medicine. 

When Lindiwe Mazibuko quit as DA Parliamentary Leader, Nosimo 

Balindlela resigned as a DA member, Veliswa Mvenya resigned 

from the DA in the Eastern Cape provincial legislature, 

Patricia de Lille is being tossed out of the DA, and Marietha 
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Aucamp was hired without the required qualifications, it must 

be hard to be in opposition. [Applause.] When Refiloe Ntseke, 

the spokesperson of the DA says that although about 70% of the 

party’s membership is apparently black, its parliamentary 

caucus is relatively untransformed and she’s quoted as saying 

“we must call a spade a spade”. It’s hard to be in opposition. 

 

When the DA Leader mentions “white privilege” and the 

conservative ranks of his party rebukes him, it must be hard 

to be in opposition. It is hard to be in opposition, when you 

amend your own Federal Constitution to get rid of a party 

member who challenges the party line. It’s easy on the other 

hand to be in opposition when you simply paint a picture of 

hopelessness and despair, when you don’t have to develop 

solutions that carefully balance the many things that a 

complex society needs to balance, when you do not have to take 

the real problems of governance into account. As Judith 

February, an independent analyst noted a few days ago in an 

article on the newspaper, and I quote her: 

 

What the DA seems to be finding out is that, surprise, 

surprise, governing is hard. Slinging insults at the ANC 

and calling for due process and accountability is easy 
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when you’re not in power. When the shoe is on the other 

foot, well then, it’s a different story. In the De Lille 

matter they have sought to remove her politically when 

the legal process was delayed. That has taken the party 

down a rabbit hole and it’s going to take a lot of 

digging to get out of it. 

 

That is Judith February. Happy digging and it will take a lot 

of digging to get us out there. I make these points because it 

is a simply and constantly and negative narrative. It serves 

no one. When we simply reduce this real incredible opportunity 

that Parliament provides, this is the forum of the people and 

these are the public representatives of the people. This is an 

opportunity to lift the debate into the ... [Inaudible.]... of 

ideas, to contribute and to say to government that this is we 

are not getting right, here is better ideas. To say to 

government this is where you are doing it brilliantly and we 

can see a country transformed and changed deeply and 

dramatically for its people. If we don’t do that we miss the 

opportunity and we go through the formalism of our 

Constitution. We say that we protect Parliament, but all we do 

is that we turn it into a forum where we insult each other. 

South African expect a lot more from us. [Applause.] 
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I agree with the hon Maimane on the goal that he enunciated of 

one South Africa for all. The Freedom Charter puts it very 

well “South Africa belongs to all who live in it, black and 

white”. The Freedom Charter also says “the people shall share 

in the country’s wealth. That call of the Freedom Charter must 

unite all South Africans. We only build prosperity not by 

retreating into our narrow home and our narrow suburbs, but by 

reaching out to other South Africans. [Applause.] 

 

When it is so hard to be a credible opposition if that simply 

means criticising and finding fault, then rather join with us 

in taking the country forward, take up the call by President 

Ramaphosa to “Thuma mina”, work with us to build South Africa 

into the great nation, at peace with its neighbours, its 

citizens employed with decent wages, its youth entrepreneurial 

and driving our destiny, its women leading in boardrooms, its 

rural population mainstreamed in the economy. We as the ANC 

are doing that. We invite you, join us, rollup your sleeves 

and if needs be put on your overalls and let’s go out there 

and get South Africa to work. Thank you very much. [Applause.] 

 

Debate concluded. 
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The CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T DIDIZA): thank you very much hon 

Minister. Order, hon members! Order! Hon Chauke, what is the 

point of order? 

 

Mr H P CHAUKE: Hon Chairperson, I don’t know you will correct 

me if it is correct that the point that is raised by Minister 

Patel that you have a party that has a majority of the people 

who are black and is represented by white people ... 

[Interjections.] 

 

The CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T DIDIZA): What is the point of order? 

 

Mr H P CHAUKE: ... I add that investigation be checked why do 

we have white people ... [Interjections.] 

 

The CHAIRPERSON (Ms A T DIDIZA): You can add it in your 

letter, hon member. [Laughter.] Order, hon members! Chief Whip 

you will have a lot of letters form hon Chauke tonight. Order, 

hon members! This concludes the Speaker’s List on the Budget 

Vote debate and the business for the day. Order! Order, hon 

members! I have not adjourned the House. Can you take your 

seats? Order! Hon members, the hon President will reply 
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tomorrow. You wouldn’t have heard this if you have left. The 

House is now adjourned. [Applause.] 

 

The House adjourned at 20:10. 

 


