3. Report of the Portfolio Committee on Basic Education on the Official Release of the National Senior Certificate (NSC) Results for 2017, dated 15 May 2018
The Portfolio Committee on Basic Education, having attended the official release of the National Senior Certificate (NSC) results for 2017, reports as follows:

1.
Introduction

1.1 A delegation of the Portfolio Committee on Basic Education attended the official release of the National Senior Certificate (NSC) results for 2017 on Thursday, 4 January 2018 at the SABC Studios in Auckland Park, Johannesburg.
1.2 The delegation comprised the following members of the Portfolio Committee on Basic Education: Hon N Gina MP (ANC) (Chairperson), Hon J Basson MP (ANC), Hon H D Khosa MP (ANC), Hon N Tarabella-Marchesi MP (DA), Hon X Ngwezi MP (IFP) and Hon C Majeke MP (UDM). 
1.3 The member of staff who formed part of the delegation was Mr L Brown (Committee Secretary). 

2.
Background

The national examination system in South Africa is managed by the Department of Basic Education supported by the nine Provincial Education Departments (PEDs). National examinations are conducted in accordance with the Regulations Pertaining to the Conduct, Management and Administration of the National Senior Certificate. The Department monitors the implementation of these regulations, while the heads of examinations in the provinces are responsible for their implementation.
With the completion of the marking of the National Senior Certificate (NSC) Examinations in December 2017, the Minister of Basic Education officially announced the final results which were broadcast live nationally. The Portfolio Committee on Basic Education was invited to attend the official announcement of the results of the NSC Examinations for 2017 at the SABC M1 Studios, Auckland Park, Johannesburg on 4 January 2018. 
3.
Presentation of the 2017 National Senior Certificate (NSC) Examination Results Technical Briefing – Mr H M Mweli, Director-General: Department of Basic Education
Mr Mweli, in his opening remarks, touched on the National Development Plan targets for the sector, the strategic direction as well as how the sector plan relates to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and other plans. He further gave details on the shape and size of the sector and mentioned that about two-thirds of the 2017 budget was allocated to functions dedicated to realizing Constitutionally mandated social rights, including education, healthcare, social security and housing. Mr Mweli further touched on issues around the centrality of the NSC examinations.

In respect of the Class of 2017, Mr Mweli gave a detailed overview of the following:

· Background and context;

· The scope and size of the 2017 NSC examinations;

· Curriculum change;

· NSC enrollments (full-time, part-time, gender, subjects);

· Progressed learners;

· Historical trends;
· Overall National results:
· Performance of the Class of 2017;

· Performance of Progressed Candidates;

· NSC passes by type of qualification;

· Bachelor pass trends; and

· Type of passes per Quintile. 

· School performance;

· Subject performance;

· District performance;

· Special Needs Education;

· The performance of Part-Time Candidates;

· Distinctions; and

· Learners receiving social grants.

In his concluding remarks, Mr Mweli indicated that the results of the 2017 NSC examination confirmed that the system was on the rise. The NSC data would be analysed further to provide more detailed information to schools and districts so as to allow them to target specific areas of weakness.

4.
Address by Hon A Motshekga, Minister of Basic Education

Minister Motshekga, in her opening remarks, gave a broad strategic direction in the basic education sector. She mentioned that the NSC examination results were one of the most important barometers to evaluate progress made by Government in improving access, redress, equity, efficiency, and the quality of teaching and learning outcomes, through the implementation of the Medium-Term Strategic Framework and the National Strategy for Learner Attainment (NLSA). The Department had an obligation to ensure a seamless implementation of the regional, continental and international declarations, as well as the recommendations from regional and international assessment studies, in order to ensure that the critical principles of access, redress, equity, efficiency and quality.

The Department was increasingly prioritising interventions and policies that target an improved quality of learning and teaching, and implementing accountability systems to ensure that quality outcomes were achieved.  The Department had deliberately prioritised early grade literacy to respond pointedly to the concerns raised in the Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) 2016, the Southern and Eastern Africa Consortium for Monitoring Educational Quality (SACMEQ) IV – 2013, and the Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMMS) 2015 reports.
The Minister mentioned that the main purpose of the National Senior Certificate examinations was to provide learners with an exit qualification.  The effects of the interventions were beginning to result in improved teaching and learning outcomes.  Ambitious policy shifts by government, combined with the efforts and commitment of the thousands of people who work in schools, especially principals, teachers and parents, were paying off.  Available scientific comparisons of the quality of learning outcomes over time, indicated noteworthy improvements in recent years.

Hon Motshekga further presented a detailed overview and profile of the Class of 2017. The Class of 2017 had recorded the third highest enrolment of Grade 12 learners in the history of the basic education system in South Africa. The total number of candidates, who registered for the November 2017 NSC examinations, was 802 431; comprising 629 155 full-time candidates, and 173 276 part-time candidates.  Of these candidates, 534 484 full-time candidates, and 117 223 part-time candidates, wrote the 2017 NSC examinations.
The Minister also covered the following important areas:

· Performance of progressed learners;

· Learners with Special Education Needs;

· The benefits of “pro-poor” policies on the Grade 12 examination results; and
· Learners receiving social grants.

In respect of district performance, the Minister mentioned that the Eastern Cape had rationalised their number of districts from 23 to 12, which had reduced the number of districts from 81 to 70 nationally. In 2017, 66 of the 70 districts (94 per cent of districts) attained pass rates of 60 per cent and above; and 31 of the 70 districts (44.3 per cent) attained pass rates of 80 per cent and above.  Regrettably, four (4) of the 70 districts (5.7 per cent) achieved pass rates lower than 60 per cent.  For the first time, no district had performed below 50 per cent. The Minister also presented the top ten performing districts in the country as well as the top ten performing districts in their respective provinces.
In respect of the provincial performance, the Minister gave a detailed breakdown as follows:

Excluding Progressed Learners

· Eastern Cape attained 65.8 per cent, an increase of 2.5 per cent from 2016;

· Limpopo attained 67.4 per cent, a decline of 0.8 per cent from 2016;

· KwaZulu-Natal attained 73.6 per cent, an increase of 4.1 per cent from 2016;

· Mpumalanga attained 76.6 per cent, a decline of 4.7 per cent from 2016;

· Northern Cape attained 77.6 per cent, a decline of 4.6 per cent from 2016;

· North West attained 82.1 per cent, a decline of 4.1 per cent from 2016;

· Western Cape attained 84.4 per cent, a decline of 3.3 per cent from 2016;

· Gauteng attained 86 per cent, a decline of 1 per cent from 2016; and

· Free State attained 89.8 per cent, a decline of 3.4 per cent from 2016.

Including Progressed Learners:

· Eastern Cape achieved 65 per cent, improving by 5.7% from 2016;
· Limpopo achieved 65.6 per cent, up by 3.1 per cent from 2016;
· KwaZulu-Natal achieved 72.8 per cent, improving by 6.4 per cent from 2016; 
· Mpumalanga achieved 74.8 per cent, a decline of 2.3 per cent from 2016;

· Northern Cape achieved 75.6 per cent, a decline of 3.1 per cent from 2016;

· North West achieved 79.4 per cent, a decline of 3.1 per cent from 2016;

· Western Cape achieved 82.7 per cent, a decline of 3.2 per cent from 2016;

· Gauteng achieved 85.1 per cent, the same pass rate as in 2016; and
· The top performing province in 2017 was the Free State, which achieved 86 per cent, down by 2.2 per cent from 2016. 

The Minister noted the upward trend in the performance of the three most rural provinces, namely, Eastern Cape, KwaZulu-Natal and Limpopo.  These three provinces combined, produced 44.8 per cent Bachelor passes, which translated to almost 45 Bachelor passes per 100 produced anywhere else in the country.

The Minister concluded by indicating that the Class of 2017 overall pass rate, with the progressed learners excluded, stood at 76.5 percent, a 0.3 per cent improvement from the 76.2 per cent achieved in 2016. In celebrating the Class of 2017, the Minster thanked the principals, teachers, and parents for the work they continued to do on a daily basis. 

The official announcement by Minister Motshekga was followed by the presentation of learner awards and media interviews.
Report to be noted.
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