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FRIDAY, 11 MAY 2018 

____ 

 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MINI-PLENARY SESSION - COMMITTEE ROOM E249 

____ 

 

Members of the mini-plenary session met in Committee Room E249 at 

10:04. 

 

The House Chairperson Mr C T Frolick took the Chair and requested 

members to observe a moment of silence for prayers or meditation.  

 

APPROPRIATION BILL 

 

Debate on Vote No 8 - Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation: 

 

The MINISTER IN THE PRESIDENCY: PLANNING, MONITORING AND EVALUATION: 

Hon House Chairperson, hon Chairperson and members of the portfolio 

committee, hon members, Deputy Chairperson and Commissioners of the 

National Planning Commission, Secretary of the National Planning 

Commission, Mr Tshediso Matona, Director-General of the Department 

of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation, DPME, Ms Mpumi Mpofu, 

Statistician-General, Mr Risenga Maluleke, our distinguished guests 

in the gallery, ladies and gentlemen, it is my immense honour to 
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present the 2018-19 Budget Vote for the Department of Planning, 

Monitoring and Evaluation. I must express my sincere gratitude to my 

predecessor, hon Jeff Radebe, for establishing a solid foundation on 

which I have to build. 

 

I am tabling this Budget Vote with a sense of history. As 

revolutionaries, we must always have a sense of history and remember 

and honour the people who brought us to where we are. As we know, 

this year is the centenary of both the late tata [father] Mandela 

and mama [mother] Albertina Sisulu, who are stalwarts and who 

contributed immensely to our liberation. At the same time, we also 

come from a mourning period, but also a celebration of the life of 

mama Nomzamo Mandela who epitomised fortitude, courage and 

resilience.  

 

As her life was celebrated, many said that she might have ceased to 

breath, but her legacy lives on in each and every one of us. As 

women, we say that a rock never dies. It lives through different 

epochs and that is why we maintain: “Wathint’ abafazi, wathint’ 

imbokodo!” [You strike the women, you strike the rock!] 

 

We don’t forget the centenary of the Bantu Women’s League, which is 

the precast of the Women’s League. A lot of these stalwarts that I 

am talking about also come from the Women’s League. [Applause.]  
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This month of May is known as Africa Month. We know that 25 May is 

Africa Day. This year, Africa Day will be celebrated under the 

theme: A year of Nelson Mandela: Building a Better Africa and a 

Better World. The NDP aspiration for socioeconomic transformation in 

our country also focuses on the African Union’s Agenda 2063, as well 

as the United Nation’s sustainable development goals. As South 

Africa, we are part of Africa and the world, and we have to work, 

using all these instruments.  

 

As we reflect on the 24 years of freedom, we will recall that in 

2012, the people of South Africa, through Parliament, adopted the 

NDP as the overarching plan for the country, to guide government and 

society in addressing the challenges of poverty, unemployment and 

inequality. In 2014, government translated the NDP into 14 outcomes 

in terms of the Medium-Term Expenditure Framework, MTEF. We are 

guided by our conviction that democracy in our country cannot 

flourish if the people remain in abject poverty, without land and 

any prospects for a better life. 

 

Last year, the DPME completed the mid-term review of performance in 

implementing the NDP. The review has highlighted several areas in 

which government efforts are making good progress. However, it also 

pointed out many areas of underperformance that require intervention 

and special attention, if we want to achieve significant progress 
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regarding the goals of the NDP on reducing poverty, inequality and 

unemployment. 

 

Let me highlight the areas in which we have made some progress. In 

health, there is progress. Evidence from Statistics SA points to the 

fact that the total life expectancy at birth has increased from 59,6 

years in 2009 to 64 years in 2017. The maternal mortality ratio has 

improved from a baseline of 310 maternal deaths per 100 000 live 

births in 2009 to 135 deaths per 100 000 live births in 2016. 

 

The infant mortality rate improved from 42,8 deaths per 1 000 live 

births in 2009 to 36,6 deaths in 2014, to 32,8 deaths per 1 000 live 

births in 2017. Access to antiretroviral therapy, ART, increased 

from 2,9 million in 2014, to 4 million people living with HIV being 

retained on ART by 2017. 

 

Government has provided a safety net to 17 million vulnerable people 

through the different social grants. 

 

Recent figures point to the fact that our economy, though it started 

at 0,07% in the first quarter, has made progress because in the 

second quarter, it went to 2,5% and it was at 2% in the first 

quarter. So, this reflects an improvement, but a lot more needs to 

happen to the economy.  
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Other studies highlight a mixed scorecard of progress in some areas, 

and many remaining challenges. The World Bank’s report on Overcoming 

Poverty and Inequality in South Africa - a report done jointly by 

the World Bank, NDP and Statistics SA - finds that although poverty 

reduced from the year 2000, thanks to redistributive policies of 

government, it remains high in South Africa and the country ranks as 

the most unequal country, with the burden of these social ills born 

mainly by blacks and rural people. 

 

According to Stats SA’s Quarterly Labour Force Survey, the 

unemployment rate for those aged 15 to 24 was 51%, although the 

overall unemployment rate was at 26,7% in the fourth quarter of 

2017. No country can develop without employing the most abundant 

resources, the youth. 

 

Equitable distribution of land among all the people of South Africa 

can assist to accelerate the spatial transformation that the DA 

member spoke about last time and ensure economic participation of 

all the citizens. We have not made much progress in this area and it 

needs to be addressed if freedom and democracy are to have any 

meaning for the majority of our people. We therefore welcome the 

decisions taken by the ruling party and the reinforcement by 

Parliament about the expropriation of land. 
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We are also looking forward to the development of a National Spatial 

Development Framework, which is to ensure that national level 

policies with a spatial impact are consistent and coherent, and that 

policy instruments across government support the overall spatial 

transformation agenda. 

 

Chairperson, this frank assessment of our performance and our 

challenges should not detract from the fact that South Africa is a 

better place to live and that the lives of the majority of ordinary 

South Africans has improved since the dawn of democracy. However, we 

are stressing that a lot more still needs to be done to improve the 

lives of the people. 

 

However, it is imperative that in the remainder of the years to the 

NDP’s vision 2030, more work needs to be done to ensure that all the 

people of South Africa equitably share the benefits of our 

democracy. 

 

It is our collective obligation to improve the implementation of the 

NDP, and to do so urgently. In this context, the DPME has a critical 

role to play, to ensure that government’s plans, programmes and 

services are delivered with the best possible standards of 

excellence, and translated into sound and achievable five-year NDP 

implementation plans. Just to explain it, the NDP is left with 12 
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years and we must have targets that we measure. We must break it 

into five-year plans, so that we know how much we are achieving in 

each five years of the remainder of the NDP.  

 

We have to strengthen the alignment of the programmes of the 

different spheres of government and the rest of the public sector, 

with the NDP. The DPME monitors the performance of local government 

through the Local Government Management Improvement Model, LGMIM, 

and its mandate has been expanded to include state-owned entities, 

public entities and development finance institutions. 

 

Current planning in government and planning legislation are 

fragmented, which undermines policy coherence and co-ordination, 

resulting in poor implementation and outcomes. The National Planning 

Commission, NPC, proposed the need for legislation, which was 

jointly developed by DPME, in consultation with relevant 

stakeholders - the Integrated Planning Framework Bill. The Bill 

seeks to achieve co-ordinated, existing plans, and integrated 

planning across all spheres of government, for more effective 

implementation of the NDP. The Bill was recently approved by Cabinet 

for public comment. It will still need to come back to Cabinet after 

public comments have been received before it comes to Parliament.  
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In the coming months, DPME will conduct a comprehensive review of 

government performance in the first 25 years of democracy, to 

enhance prioritisation and to highlight areas for urgent 

intervention, leading to 2030. 

 

Last year, a total of 59 evaluations were undertaken, amounting to 

over R100 billion of government expenditure. I am proud to report 

that this has now increased to 67, amounting to over R143 billion of 

government expenditure. In addition, seven provinces have provincial 

evaluation plans, with 102 evaluations planned. Some 57 national and 

provincial departments now have departmental evaluation plans, with 

over 300 additional evaluations planned. 

 

Over the last year, some important evaluations have been concluded 

and made available to the public. These include the National School 

Nutrition Programme, where over nine million learners are being fed, 

the state’s response to violence against women and children, social 

housing, upgrading of informal settlements, amongst others. This 

year, important new evaluations will be initiated, including SOEs, 

the Mining Charter, NGOs, government relationships, SAPS Detective 

Services, and scholar transport, amongst others. 

 

Whilst the work of DPME regarding evaluations is focused on 

programmes across government, our intention is to allow for a more 
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diverse evaluation system that also includes evaluations conducted 

over shorter periods, like evaluations of a few months in crisis 

situations, and in collaboration with all departments. 

 

DPME recently led the co-ordination of various government 

departments, assisting the President in supervising the work of 

government through InterMinisterial committees, such as for the 

Comprehensive Social Security of the South African Social Security 

Agency, Sassa, with regard to the social grants payment. Now DPME is 

leading a team, assisting the President in the North West province. 

There are many others.  

 

Cabinet tasked DPME and National Treasury to develop an annual 

Budget Prioritisation Framework, called the Mandate Paper. It is a 

robust planning and prioritisation tool and the strategic framework 

for decision-making by National Treasury to identify Budget 

priorities. It will be issued ahead of National Treasury’s Budget 

allocation process, each year, to advance the goals of the NDP. 

 

Since 2014, DPME has been pioneering Operation Phakisa as an 

innovative approach to planning and delivery, involving stakeholders 

within and outside government in a specific sector challenge, to 

jointly identify and implement solutions. 
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Thus far, we have undertaken seven Operation Phakisa initiatives in 

the following sectors: biodiversity economy, chemicals and waste 

economy, oceans economy, the Ideal Clinic realisation and 

Maintenance programme, ICT in education, mining and agriculture, 

rural development and land reform. Since its launch in July 2014, 

Operation Phakisa, in the ocean economy, has unlocked R26 billion in 

both public-sector and private-sector investments, and a total of 

6 633 jobs have been created. 

 

DPME also gathers evidence related to the state of frontline service 

centres, to change the experience of our people’s access to 

government services. Over the past three months, a pilot has been 

underway of the concept of mystery clients who are deployed to 

various service points around Gauteng. 

 

An improvement monitoring approach has also been adopted to ensure 

speedy resolution of issues identified in our communities. For 

instance, the Traditional Council of Mulamula village raised the 

following issues with us: the construction of Mdabula-Mphambo road, 

the establishment of a satellite police station, construction of a 

library, a TVET college and the provision of running water. 

Subsequent to the DPME interventions, the road is being constructed, 

there are plans and a budget for the library, and the construction 

process will commence. The satellite police station is up and 
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running, water has been provided by Vhembe District municipality, 

and a TVET college satellite campus has been constructed in 

Malamula. 

 

Our frontline monitoring programme is also assisting in promoting 

public-private partnerships, to address challenges in our service 

delivery facility. Recently, R2 million was raised for the 

refurbishment of Tshepeha Secondary School in Grootvlei, Mpumalanga 

through partnership with Eskom’s Grootvlei Power Station. 

 

The Presidential Hotline, which is now in its seventh year, 

continues to improve the lives of people and provides direct access 

to citizens, seeking information, struggling to resolve service 

delivery issues. It gives resolutions to problems in the government 

system. 

 

The Presidential Hotline has faced some challenges of 

nonfunctionality of the Complaints Management System at municipal 

level, affecting the co-ordination of Presidential Hotline case 

resolution. We will ensure the institutionalisation of complaints 

management at municipal level, to overcome this challenge. 

 

We found that the prioritisation of hotline cases by management at 

provincial and local levels remains a challenge. HODs and DGs must 
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ensure the resolution of hotline-referred cases. There may also be a 

general slow pace of government officials in ensuring service 

delivery, which has an impact on the number of days it takes to 

resolve reported cases. We will ensure implementation of 

disciplinary action across all spheres of government against 

government officials who do not respond efficiently in dealing with 

the plight of South African citizens. 

 

The department is also using our monitoring capability to ensure the 

sustainability of small businesses. As the biggest client, it is 

imperative that government contributes towards sustaining small, 

medium and micro enterprises. Small businesses have the potential to 

grow our economy and create employment. Nonpayment of suppliers 

negatively impacts on the sustainability of small businesses, and 

therefore, on economic growth and employment creation. The DPME is 

tasked with the responsibility to ensure that departments and state 

agencies meet their obligation to pay suppliers with valid invoices 

within 30 days. 

 

In the short space of time since DPME took on this task, 

R327 million has been paid to various service providers. Since March 

2017, the number of legitimate invoices paid after 30 days were 

17 113, to the value of R1,3 billion. It is important for the SMMEs 

to report any delays that extend beyond the 30-day period to. We are 
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also looking at which departments are paying within 30 days and 

which ones are not, as well as in provinces. 

 

Young people are our most valuable asset in society. We must equip 

them with skills and knowledge so that they can actively contribute 

to the growth of the economy and have a stake in the future of the 

nation. The most defining factor in our development endeavours will 

be a massive skills revolution. Young people must be the primary 

architects of this revolution. 

 

We will urgently lead the work towards the skills revolution, to 

benefit our young people. We will diversify the various initiatives 

to achieve a massive transformation in the skills level of South 

Africans. We will do this through the revival of old centres of 

education excellence across the country, and a turnaround strategy 

for the TVET colleges. We will expand the network of TVET colleges 

to municipalities and will focus on expansion to artisanship and 

technical trades. We will promote university towns as skills and 

employment hubs, access scholarships on offer in other countries, 

and deploy young people in multilateral global governance 

institutions, to gain international experience. We will drive skills 

development through Setas at a massive scale and through other 

government institutions. 
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We will continue to work closely with the National Youth Development 

Agency, NYDA, to augment youth development in the country. The NYDA 

is central in government’s strategy of empowering young people and 

thus, establishing a firm foundation for the future of our country. 

 

Over the past three years, the NYDA has introduced the grant funding 

programme to stimulate youth entrepreneurship. Among the many 

successful stories, the NYDA funded Shadreck Sithole and Sibusiso 

Malambule to nurture their businesses in IT support and network 

design. The NYDA has also opened 15 new branch offices, with the aim 

of reaching young people across the 54 districts, which will be WI-

FI hotspots. 

 

The NYDA Solomon Kalushi Mahlangu Scholarship Fund has benefitted 

over 100 young people who went on to graduate from various fields of 

study and will also look at assisting students who want to pursue 

their post-graduate education and studies.  

 

The NYDA also continues to champion the National Youth Service 

programme to promote social cohesion, nation-building, and to 

reconstruct society by developing the abilities of young people 

through services and learning. The NYDA has partnered with the 

national Department of Arts and Culture to implement the Young 
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Patriots Programme, which has engaged 300 participants committed to 

promoting social cohesion and nation-building.  

 

We call on the rest of society to support young people’s innovation, 

ideas and creative platforms, so that they can grow their 

initiatives. We have invited some of the brightest young minds who 

have conceptualised new innovations that could assist in changing 

society.  

 

We have with us Elija Djan who invented a brick made out of paper, 

called Nubrix, which addresses the chronic problem of South Africa: 

a build-up of paper waste and chronic housing shortages. Can he 

please stand up? [Applause.] We also have Phumlani Ntloko who 

developed a mobile computer numerical control machine to test 

prototypes, which can also do 3D printing at lest than a third of 

the cost of an imported unit. Can you please stand up? [Applause.] 

These are just a few examples. There are many more.  

 

The DPME welcomes the allocated budget of R927,4 million for the 

2018-19 financial year and the rest of the allocation over the MTEF. 

DPME now has an expanded organisational structure and has 

significantly reduces its vacancy rate, but part of our challenge in 

reducing the vacancy rate is that most of the people who fill in the 

application forms for advertised posts are people who are coming 
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from the organisation who are rising in the organisation. So, it 

takes longer because you are filling a post, but you are promoting a 

person who is inside. A vacancy is created that way, but we promise 

that we will speed up the process and try and really get the vacancy 

rate down.  

 

We would like you to note that the department has obtained clean 

audits and we hope that we can continue on that track. [Applause.]  

 

As I conclude, hon members and fellow South Africans, I would like 

to remind you that the fight for liberation was underpinned by the 

need for people to be free from oppression, hunger, starvation and 

poverty. It was in view of these fundamental issues that, during his 

address at the national Freedom Day commemoration in 1998, President 

Mandela declared, and I quote: “Our freedom and our rights will only 

gain their full meaning as we succeed together in overcoming the 

divisions and inequalities of our past and in improving the lives of 

our people, especially the poor.” Hon members, I request you to 

support our Budget. I would like to thank all of you. Thank you. 

[Applause.]  

 

IsiXhosa: 
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Nks R M M LESOMA: Mzi waseMzantsi Afrika, malungu ahloniphekileyo 

ale Ndlu, Mphathiswa ohloniphekileyo wesebe noSekela Mphathiswa 

weSebe lezobuGcisa neNkcubeko...  

 

English: 

... who was here earlier on, Planning Commissioners and commissions 

who are present today, National Youth Development Agency, NYDA, 

board led by its chairperson, Mr Msweni, the DPME family, 

administratively led by the well capable, D G Mpofu, we appreciate 

the opportunity that has been given to us by the South Africans who 

voted us in this House, in particular my organisation, the ANC. The 

department facilitate influence and support effective planning, 

monitoring and evaluation of government programmes are meant at 

improving service delivery outcomes and impacts in the society. That 

is why the portfolio committee in all the last almost four years now 

has been at work in ensuring that we do a well, alive, active and 

robust oversight. 

 

Hon Chairperson, I will deal with the housekeeping matters in terms 

of compliance. The Portfolio Committee on Public Service and 

Administration as well as Planning Monitoring and Evaluation having 

considered the directive of the National Assembly to consider a 

report on the Strategic Plans, Annual Performance Plans and Budget 

allocations of the department and the National Youth Development 
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Agency, NYDA. The hon Minister of these said departments which are 

governed by the Public Finance Management Act No 32 of 2003. 

 

The Public Finance Management Act, section 27 clearly stipulates 

that the Minister must table the annual budget for a financial year 

in the National Assembly before the start of the financial year in 

terms of section 10(1) (c) of the Money Bills Amendment Procedures 

and Related Matters Act No 9 of 2009. The Department of Planning 

Monitoring and Evaluation, DPME, and NYDA have been receiving clean 

audit reports in last three years and we are very proud to stand 

before you South Africans to say that the new board under the 

leadership of Mr Msweni and the CEO have pledged to never go back to 

the days of Umsobomvu. We thank you for that and for listening to 

us. Thank you to Department of Public Service and Administration, 

DPSA, family, led by the Director-General, Ms Mpofu for listening to 

us. That is why, hon Minister, we have been continuously managing to 

ensure that the department does receive a clean audit as expected by 

fellow South Africans and tax payers.  

 

Hon Chairperson, the portfolio committee request that the House 

adopts and approve the Budget Vote 8 of the Department of Planning, 

Monitoring and Evaluation. The overall department budget allocation 

of 2018/19 financial year is R929.4 million, which half of it gets 

allocated to NYDA as transfers. The National Youth Development 
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Agency is established primarily to tackle challenges that the 

nation’s young people are faced with. The agency was established by 

an Act of Parliament, Act no 54 of 2008. The NYDA has never ever 

stopped to make us proud within this current administration. 

Chairpersons, on behalf of the portfolio committee firstly allow me 

to deal with the recommendation issues at first. If time permits me 

I will quickly scan and go through as I walk the House to the 

observations that were made. Hon Chairperson, we have noticed – and 

I am happy that the hon Minister has covered this point – that you 

have gazetted the integrated planning framework for the public 

comments and also extended the time which will afford South Africans 

and interested parties to comment on. We are looking forward for the 

Bill to come before Parliament, hopefully before we rise for the 

elections.  

 

Hon House Chairperson, the portfolio committee have outlined and 

agreed on the following recommendations; that we urge and appeal to 

the department to intensify the monitoring activities of the 

frontline service delivery monitoring tool and citizen-based 

monitoring as a way of improving efficiency of service delivery in 

government public facilities, especially at Home Affairs, police 

stations, hospitals and others where there is walk-in of our 

communities. We further urge the department to prioritise the 

filling of vacant post, - notwithstanding the reason which we really 



UNREVISED HANSARD 

MINI PLENARY SESSION – COMMITTEE ROOM E249 

FRIDAY, 11 MAY 2018 

PAGE: 20 

 

appreciate that you also encourage the mobility within the 

department which is a very good thing - but the department must make 

sure that it doesn’t exceed the threshold of 10% in technical 

levels. We also recommend that the department must continuously 

intervene at a local government through the local government 

management improved model and assessment tool to ensure that service 

delivery takes place at that level of governance. Not only service 

delivery but also the clean corporate governance is being respected 

as well. The department must also ensure to follow-ups on the Local 

government management Improvement Model, LGMIM, outcomes and also 

ensure that remedial actions suggested are implemented to the tee.  

 

A template on all outcomes and suggested remedial actions and its 

implementation must be designed and reported on in order to 

determine successes and challenges of the intervention so that the 

programme self-evaluates should happen. To also collaborate with 

Statistics SA, we highly recommend more particularly on activities 

undertaken in the National Planning Programme to ensure their work 

complements in advancing planning and policy decision making in the 

country. The knowledge hub envisaged by the department must be 

designed and developed with the requisite input from Statistics SA 

as they are the custodians and generators of official information 

and data regarding government and state as it were. Hon House Chair 

and fellow South Africans, on the NYDA the committee recommended 
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partnerships with institutions promoting and funding young people’s 

innovations should be encouraged. To this end, the committee asks 

the NYDA to engage in more memorandums of understanding with the 

international community, with a view to soliciting sponsorship of 

young people projects but also must report continuously to us the 

value add money.  

 

The NYDA should expand its services in place where young people are 

concentrated in order to attract and provide services to the youth 

throughout the country. The NYDA should also utilise youth 

statistics released by Statistics SA on where young people are 

concentrated and ensure resources are channelled appropriately. It 

is critical that the NYDA should now concentrate on areas and 

communities where their impact has not been felt or have not 

received any attention even partially. The NYDA should speed up the 

amendment to the legislation on the National Youth Development 

Agency Act of 2008. It will also capacitate, encourage and empower 

legally the NYDA to have a legal working relationship with other 

spheres of government and departments. 

 

Chair, in summary we are urging the department including NYDA that 

it should improve and strengthen government planning and co-

ordination remains an integral part of its work. The Committee 

acknowledged commitment of the department in continuously conducting 
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assessments on the strategic and annual performance plans of 

national departments to ensure alignment with the priorities of the 

national development plan, NDP, and the country.  Chair, on this one 

I must also elaborate with appreciation that the DPME has not only 

reported to us in terms of the compliance regulatory expectations 

through our work of oversight but also we have been very consistent 

in ensuring that they also as a committee we agreed on the standard 

principle issues that they must report on such as; the 30 days 

payment of service providers, filling of vacancies, Operation 

Phakisa, the Blue Ocean Economy and recruitment of people living 

with disabilities. They have been doing that.  

 

Again, on behalf of the committee I am happy to report that we have 

introduced the resolution tackling system that the department has 

also been very compliant in that space. It helps the committee also 

to continuously measure the performance other than waiting for the 

quarterly reports and the end-year business plan being submitted 

after the Auditor-General has done its work. The progress being made 

towards the development of the Mandate Paper is acknowledged and 

appreciated in order to align the allocation of financial resources. 

The Committee noted the significant role done by the Department of 

Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation in institutionalising and 

strengthening planning in government to enhance delivery outcomes 

contributing to the National Development Plan. Chairperson, on 
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behalf of the portfolio committees; DPSA, DPME and Statistics SA I 

present to the House to consider and adopt the Report of the 

committee. Thank you. [Applause.] 

 

Mr S C MOTAU: Hon Chairperson, the DA has previously warned that the 

rapid expansion of the Department of Planning, Monitoring and 

Evaluation smacked of empire building that would only serve to 

deepen the ANC crony network, by opening up more undeserved 

opportunities for cadre deployment. The trend continues and 

strengthens the DA’s view that the work assigned to the Department 

of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation should be done by line 

function mangers in the various departments. 

 

We thus look forward to the outcome of the review of government 

Ministries and departments promised by President Matamela Ramaphosa. 

There is no doubt in the DA that the Department of Planning, 

Monitoring and Evaluation should be one of the Ministries to be axed 

in any exercise to trim the bloated Cabinet. However, with national 

elections looming, we are not holding our breath. 

 

Under a DA-led government, the Presidency would become an office 

reporting to the executive. The Department of Planning, Monitoring 

and Evaluation, and the National Planning Commission would be one 

unit and become an office reporting to the executive. Furthermore, 
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the Department and Ministry for Public Service and Administration 

would fall away. Each government department would be responsible for 

its own administrative practices. 

 

The Public Service Commission would remain a Chapter 9 institution. 

The Ministry of Women in the Presidency would be eliminated, as it 

has been largely ineffective in its role. Eliminating the Department 

of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation and other make-work 

departments would go some way to rationalise the bloated Cabinet and 

reduce costs. Billions of rand would be saved in this way. 

 

The Department of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation’s budget for 

2018-19 stands at, as you’ve heard from the Minister, 

R927,4 million, a mere whisker away from a billion rand. The 

apparently self-imposed target will be reached in 2020-21 when the 

budget is projected to be R1,03 billion. These amounts include 

R455,9 million and R499,9 million transfers to the National Youth 

Development. 

 

Please note that the budget allocated to the Department of Planning, 

Monitoring and Evaluation in the 2014-15 financial year was a mere 

R208,2 million. In fact, as executive authority the Minister 

currently oversees a budget of more than R3,1 billion made up of the 

R927,4 million - that we have talked about - for the Department of 
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Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation, and R2,2 billion for Statistics 

SA. That’s quite an empire in a short space of time. 

 

The number of funded posts is set to increase from 350 in 2018-19 to 

468 in 2020-21. The budget for compensation of employees is expected 

to increase from R312,8 million in 2018-19 to R356,5 million in 

2020-21 at an average annual rate of 17,7%. This, hon members, 

happens at the time when a vital institution like Statistics SA is 

losing experienced personnel with critical skills and the Department 

of Basic Education cannot provide millions of learners with proper 

toilets due to deep budget cuts. 

 

The DA is thus rightly concerned that the budget growth is not 

matched by the department’s performance. To give an example, the 

results of Management Performance Assessment Tool, MPAT 2016, the 

latest available statistics, show that the performance of the 

department is not what it should be especially given that the 

Department of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation is supposed to be 

the monitor and evaluator of all other government departments. 

 

For instance, in the key performance area of strategic management, 

the Department of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation scored three 

for strategic plan; three for annual performance plan; two for 

monitoring; and three for evaluation. That’s an average of 2,6 out 
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of a possible four. Nearly 20 departments have scored higher than 

the Department of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation. Surely, this 

department must do better than that, and lead by example while it is 

being funded. 

 

Important strategic goals of the Department of Planning, Monitoring 

and Evaluation, among others, are to ensure that “broader society is 

mobilised and engaged” in the development and advancement of the 

National Development Plan and Medium-Term Strategic Framework; and 

to enhance the implementation of the National Development Plan 2030. 

The budget allocated to National Planning Co-ordination is 

R77,3 million in 2018-19, a steep increase from R44,7 million in 

2017-18. 

 

The DA would like to see the good men and women who make up the 

National Planning Commission get more involved in the mobilisation 

and engagement of broader society, and the implementation of the 

NDP 2030, if we are to achieve any of the set targets of the plan. 

The NDP enjoins us to hit an unemployment rate of 14% by 2020, a 

mere two years away. The rate is currently just under double, at 

about 27%. What hope does the country have of achieving an 

unemployment rate of 6% as enjoined by the NDP by 2030? I believe we 

all know the answer to that question. Zero! To do that, we need to 

change the government.  
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We believe that the DA’s economic and labour market policies will 

cure these employment failures. As we speak, 10 million unemployed 

South Africans are desperate for work and they are not going to get 

it under the ANC administration. Time is of the essence. Woza 

Elections 2019, woza! [Come elections 2019!] 

 

Mr M TSHWAKU: House Chairperson, the EFF wishes to reject the Budget 

Vote of the Department of Planning and Monitoring and Evaluation. 

The EFF has always maintained that this department is useless and 

should never have been established. It is a waste of valuable 

government funding, which acts as an employment agency for ANC 

cadres, and is a product of the neoliberal National Development 

Plan, NDP. No matter what government plans, its incompetence, 

corruption and adoption of neoliberal economics will always result 

in it failing to meet the needs of our people. 

 

Government departments already submit plans and key performance 

indicators to portfolio committees, and their targets and budgets 

are evaluated by the Auditor-General. What role does this department 

play? The answer is that it has no role; it is redundant and is 

useless. However, even if we were to agree to this department being 

in existence, let’s look at the facts of this department and its 

performance according to what government believes it should be 

doing. 
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The department was created, as its name suggests, to effectively 

plan, co-ordinate, monitor and evaluate government programmes aimed 

to deliver services to improve the lives of our people. However, one 

just has to look at the state of service delivery in this country to 

know that the department is failing according to their own 

standards. If the department did the job it believes that it can do, 

the National Minimum Norms and Standards for School Infrastructure 

would have been met, and we would not have the tragedy of children 

falling in pit toilets and dying. We would not have the public 

healthcare crisis that we are currently seeing in the North West and 

in the country and everywhere. We would not have Ministers, like 

Nomvula Mokonyane, misappropriating funds, and state-owned 

enterprices, SOEs being looted. We would have had a plan to 

implement free education. 

 

The failure of this department and the National Planning Commission 

not only represent government incompetence but the broader failures 

of the NDP, and the neoliberal project that has done nothing to 

change the material conditions of our people and ownership patterns 

in this country. The type of planning this country needs is a 

progressive state-led socialist planning, which will put the land 

resources and strategic industries in the hands of the state so that 

the productive forces can be developed not for profit, but to 
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provide the economic opportunities, jobs and services delivery 

needed by our people. 

 

Now We are in this mess because there is no planning. That is why we 

are saying that this department is useless. The reality is that this 

department is pointless and a product of a neoliberal economics. 

Because of this we reject this Budget Vote. We say close this 

department and channel this money where it is needed. 

 

Before I sit down, I know that the investors that are there, because 

there is no planning there is always a grandstanding on the ruling 

party. These innovators are going to disappear on the system. 

Therefore, do not grandstand; you even failing also to implement 

your own plans in the department itself. The EFF wants to put it 

very clear that we reject this Budget Vote. This department must 

close down; take that money to implement free education of which you 

don’t even want to implement at this point in time. Thank you very 

much Chair.  

 

Mr M HLENGWA: Hon House Chairperson ...  

 

IsiZulu: 
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 ... mhlonishwa Ngqongqoshe sikumukele kumnyango, sinethemba 

elikhulu ukuthi umsebenzi uzoqhubeka. Sifisela wena nethimba 

osebenza nalo inhlanhla enkulu. 

 

English: 

 ... at the outset, the fundamental question that we need to ask 

ourselves is whether the continued existence of this department is 

necessary or not. It was established to ensure that in the main the 

National Development Plan, NDP, came to life. What are we planning 

when we already have a plan and obviously the results of the 

monitoring and evaluation have come to not because the situation 

instead of improving has not? How it is that SA Social Security 

Agency, Sassa, was able to collapse in the face and in the presence 

of this department, which is supposed to be monitoring and 

evaluating. Sassa is one of the biggest social relief programmes in 

the world and surely if government was serious would have kept a 

cleaner eye on what was happening there but that did not happened. 

The Constitutional Court even made serious findings about the tender 

which was issued to Cash Payment Services, CPS. In the face of that 

this department was absent, only at the end when the crisis had 

befallen us you saw an intervention. We cannot then see that 

intervention as an achievement but and admission or failure on the 

part of this department. 
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Why is it that there are no stricter measures to put in place to 

punish those that do adhere to the 30 day and payment rule. Minister 

you said you have a list; I challenge you that when you that when 

make your response at the end of this debate, name and shame those 

departments and provinces; people must walk the plan. 

 

IsiZulu: 

Asikwazi ukulokhu sigona abantu beganga ngezimpilo zabantu. 

Amabhizinisi amancane ayafa usuku nosuku. Abantu bahlezi 

emahhovisini abo bajika esihlalweni, bashiswa ama-aircon ...  

 

English: 

However, small businesses are collapsing because people are not 

doing their jobs. 

 

IsiZulu: 

... yebo phela kusebusika manje ngakho vele i-aircon izoshisa. 

 

English: 

The vat increase supposedly to fund free higher education but in 

essence what it means is that the poor are paying vat to pay for the 

education of the poor. Therefore, let us read the myth that there is 

free education, its not there; the few levy has been increased by 

52 cents; it the poor who will be hardest hit by that to finance 
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their own education. Tell them the truth that you did not have the 

money and in order to pay for free education so-called they are 

paying for themselves. 

 

The question though is: when the fees must fall movement emerged 

where was this department to effect the interventions, or where was 

the plans because I always ask this question - it is good Minister 

that you are one of the first Ministers of 1994  - that when the ANC 

made the promise for free education, what did you have in mind 

because you obviously had made that promise having a plan; you have 

to wait for the situation to collapse; you can put up posters around 

the country ...   

 

IsiZulu: 

 ... ukuthi ...  

 

English: 

 ... free education for all, then the chickens came home to roost it 

did not happen. Why is it that young people in this country have to 

struggle; they have to fight against government for government to 

effect what it promised them to do. 

 

IsiZulu: 
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Ngoba lamanga eniwaqambayo impela ngathi ayahamba ayanifica 

ngokukhulu ukushesha. 

 

English: 

One must congratulate the National Youth Development Agency, NYDA 

and the advances that it has made because we know it was a problem 

child. At some point, there was a kisssing festival which costs 

R1 million and the fact that significant strides have been made to 

ensure that the books are clean and that at least the some side to 

where the money is going is a commendable step. However, I want to 

say, yet again, hon Minister 

 

IsiZulu: 

 ... mina nawe siqhamuka emakhaya, mina ngiqhamuka eMfume wena 

uqhamuka e-Bulwer. Abantu basemakhaya zonke izinhlelo zikaHulumeni 

bazizwa ngendaba njenge nganekwane ngoba amahhovisi ezinhlaka 

zikaHulumeni awekho emakhaya asemadolobheni. Kufanele bagibele baye 

emadolobheni ukuze basizakale. Nakhona uma befika kuthiwa awunakho 

ukuthi awunakho ukuthi bajikiswe baphinde emuva. 

 

English: 

The next phase of ensuring that the NYDA becomes a success is to 

ensure the national footprint of the NYDA. Give that... to ensure 
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that the NYDA is present and services the people as it should be. I 

thank you. [Time expired.] 

 

Mr S C MNCWABE: Hon Chairperson, Hon Ministers, Deputy Minister, hon 

members of the House and distinguished guests, I have seen in the 

gallery my former Vice Chancellor, Prof Magkoba as well as Baba 

uSomadoda Fikeni. The Department of Planning, Monitoring and 

Evaluation has a role to co-ordinate and monitor governments 

departments in implementing important projects and fast- tracking 

services. 

 

As an NFP, we believe that this budget we are debating here today, 

though not enough, but will be able to serve the purpose if it is 

spent wisely. We are expecting this department to lead in fighting 

all forms of malpractices in the public service, including 

corruption, poor work performance, laziness and other forms. 

 

You will agree with me hon Minister that ...  

 

IsiZulu: 

 ... ukuthi kunabanye abasebenzi eminyangweni kaHulumeni 

abasacabanga ukuthi uma besemsebenzini bakwa malume. Abantu bama 

kolayini isikhathi eside bengasizakali. Ngezikhathi zokudla umuntu 

uhamba ijuba lika-Noah basale abantu abadala bequleka kolayini. 
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Isimo leso Ngqongqoshe okufanelwe silwe naso sisibheke eduze 

njengalo mnyango. 

 

English: 

We also share on the recommendation of the portfolio committee that 

the department should intensify monitoring activities on the 

frontline service delivery monitoring tool and citizen-based 

monitoring as a way of improving efficiency of service delivery in 

government facilities, especially in the Department of Home Affairs. 

 

Since the local government sphere is so crucial in delivering 

services to our people, we support the view that the department must 

continue to intervene at the local government through the local 

government management improved model and assessment tool to ensure 

that our people receive the service delivery they need in time and 

to their satisfaction. We believe that this will help in preventing 

service delivery protests, which will usually cost the government a 

lot of money. 

 

What has been happening recently in the NYDA, gives us hope that 

things are starting to go towards the direction that gives hope for 

the future. As the NFP we are happy that our call that unnecessary 

programmes in the agency be scrapped and the money for such 

programmes be transferred to crucial programmes within the agency. 
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We are pleased that the second chance Matric Rewrite Programme has 

been handed over to the Department of Basic Education, health and 

wellness programme has been handed over to the Department of Health 

and all the savings from this, of approximately R12,5 million, has 

been reprioritised towards the economic participation and national 

youth service programme. This is commendable. 

 

We have also noted that the Agency continues to receive a clean 

audit as some speakers have alluded to that the time of Umsobomvu 

was a disaster and we see the change and that one must commended as 

well. The NFP applauds the amendment to the strategy of NYDA in 

order to make the Agency accessible and visible to all corners of 

our country and expand the services of the Agency through the 

establishment of branches in all district municipalities and the 

deployment of mobile outreach vehicles in all provinces; and that 

R144 million is set aside for this purpose. 

 

IsiZulu: 

Siyakubonga siyakuncoma lokho. Makubenjalo kungabi ukukhuluma nje. 

 

English: 

Finally, the NFP wants to warn the leadership of the Agency that all 

these proposed programmes and initiatives should not remain on paper 

just for the purposes of getting the budget approved, but we want to 



UNREVISED HANSARD 

MINI PLENARY SESSION – COMMITTEE ROOM E249 

FRIDAY, 11 MAY 2018 

PAGE: 37 

 

see a practical and speedy implementation, which will be in line 

with the budget we are allocating to them today. The NFP supports 

this Budget Vote. Thank you 

 

Mr D H KHOSA: House Chair, hon Minister Dlamini-Zuma, hon members 

available, DG and your colleagues, and our distinguished guests, I 

greet you in the name of quality delivery. Avuxeni. 

 

House Chairperson, I would like to start by indicating that the ANC 

support this budget vote. I obviously support this budget vote, hon 

Chairperson, because a lot has been done under the ANC-led 

government from 1994; and more is still going to be done by the ANC-

led government.  

 

The Department of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation plays a direct 

and guiding role in government’s long-term planning, strategic 

planning and annual performance planning. This role requires 

providing evidence-based input on cross-cutting issues that have 

long-term implications for development.  

 

The department contributes to the objective of responsiveness of 

public servants and accountability to citizens through making 

announced and unannounced visits to service delivery facilities. 

Furthermore, this department evaluates service delivery including 
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response to calls logged with the President Hotline. The department 

plays a crucial role in monitoring the performance of individual 

national and provincial departments and municipalities.  

 

Our achievement of democracy in 1994 has afforded us the opportunity 

to set up a government based on the will of the people - people-

centred and people-driven principles; and to pursue economic growth, 

development and redistribution so as to achieve a better life for 

all our people.  

 

As the ANC we have identified the challenges of poverty, inequality 

and unemployment as the enemies of our freedom and committed to 

improve on the five national priorities of education, health, the 

fight against crime, rural development and land reform as identified 

in our election manifesto. 

 

The social wage which refers to the government’s investment in 

education health services, social development including social 

assistance to vulnerable households and individuals as well as 

contributory social security, public transport, housing and local 

amenities as a redistributive measure has played a notable role in 

the ANC-led government’s efforts to reduce poverty and inequality.  
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These efforts can be traced back to the reconstruction and 

development programme, RDP, a policy-guiding document of the ANC, 

which identified the reduction of poverty as a central goal. These 

efforts can also be traced to the current NDP, which posits that to 

raise the living standards to the minimum required level will 

involve various mechanisms such as increasing employment, incomes, 

productivity as well as through social protection and quality public 

services.  

 

In the past years, the ANC-led government has also restructured the 

administration and introduced various administrative procedures and 

measures to strengthen the delivery capacity of the state. In 

particular, the delivery arm had been strengthened to ensure that 

the poor’s reality changes for the batter.  

 

The department of Planning and evaluation was established to give 

effect to institutionalise long-term planning within the state in 

order to speed up effective implementation of ANC-government 

programmes and ultimately speed up service delivery. 

 

The department’s mandate is to track government’s progress with 

service delivery, measure results objectively and ensure public 

accountability on performance, using the Medium-Term Strategic 

Framework for 2014-2019 as benchmark.  
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Work continued in earnest to implement programmes that will improve 

the quality of life and move us closer to attaining the goal of a 

truly united, nonracial, nonsexist democratic and prosperous South 

Africa.  

 

Progress has been made to date by the ANC-government in the 

extension of basic services to the people. Many more South Africans 

now have access to housing, water and electricity. We have also 

further expanded access to education and healthcare, while laying 

the foundation for greater growth through our massive infrastructure 

roll-out. 

 

While there are areas of progress the ANC acknowledges that planning 

processes do not always lead to better plans, greater policy 

coherence and clear articulation of long-term goals and aspirations. 

Plans are not always evidence based.  

 

The ANC 54the national conference recommended that the Department of 

Planning Monitoring and Evaluation, DPME, must be strengthened and 

transformed into a department for policy and planning focusing on 

macro policy coherence and planning; policy impact assessment; 

resource prioritisation linked to the budget strategy mandate paper; 

and spatial planning.  
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During the state of the national address, His Excellency the 

President highlighted that the importance of the structure and size 

of the state to be reviewed in order to function in more coherent 

and efficient way to ameliorate service delivery and grow the 

economy.  

 

The President further stated that government will initiate a process 

to reconfigure number of government departments with the main 

intention of harmonising state machinery to deliver on its mandate. 

The Department of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation is granted 

with such a mandate to ensure coherent and well co-ordination of the 

government planning system.  

 

As the ANC, we welcome the department’s initiation to develop the 

Draft Integrated Planning Framework Bill, 2018, which has been 

gazetted on the 7
th
 May 2018.  

 

This is premised on the urgent need to improve the impact, delivery 

and implementation of government’s transformation and development 

policies and programmes. We also commend the department for 

finalising the budget mandate paper for 2019-20, which seeks to 

align the allocation of financial resources to government national 

strategic priorities.  
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The ANC remains committed to addressing service delivery blockages 

in government. In responding to the 2018 state of the nation address 

by President regarding the monitoring of the stat-owned enterprises, 

the ANC welcomes the department’s plan to develop and implement SOEs 

performance analysis framework which is set to be implemented in six 

state-owned enterprises.  

 

We also welcome plans by the department to develop and use 

appropriate tools, such as the management performance assessment 

tool and the local government management improvement model to 

monitor and support improvements in government departments including 

SOEs.  

 

Regarding the management and development system of the heads of 

department, the weak partnerships with other institutions such as 

civil society, other government department, community development, 

workers and community works programme has been a challenge in 

frontline service delivery monitoring to assess efficiency and 

quality of services delivered at the frontline facilities throughout 

the country.  

 

As the ANC we welcome the department’s intervention to build 

partnership platforms and strengthen stakeholder engagements, as a 

key focus for this financial year to monitor the impact of policy 
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priorities at the face of service delivery through various frontline 

monitoring programmes.  

 

Further focuses will also be on the performance and effectiveness of 

state-owned enterprises and area-based monitoring approach. Other 

priorities are plans to conduct 20 visits and produce area profiles 

on Siyahlola and Izimbizo on a quarterly basis. 

 

The ANC commends the department for the good work in managing the 

Presidents Hotline and supporting citizen and community-based 

monitoring. 

 

The ANC also welcome plans by the department to monitor and support 

government departments and state entities and enterprises in the 

management and payment of suppliers within 30 days of receipt of a 

valid invoice or in case of civil claims, the date of settlement or 

court judgement, as stipulated in the Public Finance Management Act.  

 

The establishment of a special unit to deal with the 30 days payment 

is indeed yielding the intended results. However, the department 

should strengthen and expand the unit to deal decisively with 

municipalities who are unable to pay service providers within 30 

days. Delaying of payment hampers the economy and result to 

liquidation of small business and loss of jobs.  
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Further steps to eliminate this problem will entail stronger 

enforcement of the applicable Public Finance Management Act statute, 

which treats the nonpayment of suppliers as financial misconduct. 

This means that the accounting officers of implicated departments 

and state entities and enterprises must be subjected to disciplinary 

action.  

 

We are building a capable and democratic development state striving 

towards comprehensive interventions to radical alters socioeconomic 

reality. We are committed to doing much more to improve the lives of 

all South Africans and to contribute to the advancement of all our 

people. That is why we say, as the ANC, where there is a need send 

me. Thuma mina.  

 

Chairperson, before I conclude I want to advise or remind the hon 

Motau that their plan as the DA to eliminate this department tells 

me and tells the communities out there that they don’t have an 

understanding as to what are the responsibilities of this department 

that we are talking about. So, come to the ANC Mr Motau we will 

teach you as to what are the responsibilities of this department.  

 

Hon Tshwaku, you also need to be reminded because I know that you 

know the people out there know that we are busy implementing free 

education and free education is only going to be implemented using 
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the programme of the ANC. I also want to congratulate the hon 

Mncwabe for agreeing and supporting this budget vote. The ANC 

supports this budget. [Time expired.]  

 

Dr C P MULDER: Hon Chairperson, hon Minister we’ve just listened to 

the hon Khosa and obviously he took the official ANC-line which he 

was supposed to take; but I’m not sure if he really believes in what 

he said because, firstly, all of us who are here know that the rosy 

picture he just created does not exist. 

 

Secondly, hon Minister, you are a very senior member of government 

and you’ve been around for a long time and you have stature and 

seniority in government; and I think it is very important when it 

comes to this specific department. You’ve heard that the various 

members of opposition parties have a view that there’s no need any 

longer for this department – and I think we should talk about that. 

[Interjections.] Yes, like you. So, we should talk about the 

relevance of this department. 

 

This department was created in 2012, as a direct result of National 

Development Plan, NDP, at that stage; and if I remember correctly 

the then Minister was Trevor Manuel, who was also a senior member 

and the idea of the department was to implement the NDP, that was 

the focus of this department. 
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Now, we are six years down the line and I’m not convinced that 

government or this department is necessarily or that serious about 

the NDP, I’m not convinced. However, I’m convinced that the current 

President, Mr Ramaphosa, is very seriously committed to the NDP and 

he would like to see it implemented. I think we’ve done enough 

planning; the name of the department says planning, monitoring and 

evaluation; maybe we should take away the planning part because 

planning has been done, the NDP is available and it is there. 

 

In the evaluation of Cabinet posts being done by President 

Ramaphosa, I think there’s a need now for implementation. The 

planning has been done. Maybe, Minister, you should go to the 

President and say we should change this department to 

implementation; because if you expect the different departments of 

state to do implementation themselves, it’s not happening and there 

are failures throughout. Somebody with stature and enough experience 

should take charge of the implementation of the NDP in the interest 

of South Africa. 

 

We all know that one-third of the period put ahead for the NDP is 

gone; we have two-thirds of the time left. I’m really saying let’s 

seriously look at that; if we cannot do that then I’m afraid there’s 

no use for this kind of department. 

 



UNREVISED HANSARD 

MINI PLENARY SESSION – COMMITTEE ROOM E249 

FRIDAY, 11 MAY 2018 

PAGE: 47 

 

If you look at the mandate of the department, for example, the first 

mandate deals with the NDP – and I just addressed that; the second 

one deals with the monitoring of performance of individuals, 

national, provincial, government departments and municipalities. 

 

We know it’s on the table that 93% of our municipalities are either 

dysfunctional or in distress or in need of urgent help. That means 

that only seven percent of our municipalities are effectively 

functioning. So, where does service delivery come in? What is the 

use of trying to evaluate or to monitor when there is no possibility 

of serious service delivery because of that kind of reality? 

 

Hon Minister, I need you to seriously think in terms of 

implementation, we need to go that route. Everyday, we have service 

delivery protests in South Africa, so something is seriously wrong 

... [Interjections.] ... listen, do you like to go and have a debate 

outside? I’m just asking you, please, I’m trying to discuss things 

here which are serious. If you have problems, go and discuss it 

outside. [Interjections.] 

  

Mr C MACKENZIE: Chair, I rise in terms of Rule 65. I do apologise to 

Dr Mulder for interrupting him, but we can’t even the content of his 

speech because of the noise that is happening on that side of the 
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House, including unparliamentary terms such as mlungu. I would like 

to ask you to please to control members of this House, Chairperson. 

 

The ACTING CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon members, can we maintain 

the decorum of the House. You can converse hon members, you are 

allowed to that but please let us not drown the speaker. Can we just 

behave? He’s just left with few minutes; he will be done so let us 

give him a chance to do so. 

 

Dr C P MULDER: Hon Chairperson, I would conclude. Emotional ... 

[Interjections.] ... you won’t understand, I’m not emotional, I’m 

feeling serious about implementing the necessary programmes in the 

interest of all our people. 

 

The Minister indicated to us the two young bright men sitting there, 

performing and doing us all proud. Just imagine where we could have 

been if we implemented the policies of government in the right way, 

if we implemented the NDP in time and we’ve not been looting state 

resources for the last 25 years? 

 

Hon Minister, let me conclude, you have the seniority and you have 

been around, the rest of the Cabinet will listen to you. Go to the 

President and ask him to change this implementation and then change 

the structure and get the commissioners of the NDP on board in this 
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process and do it in the interest of South Africa. Thank you very 

much. [Applause.] 

 

Mr Y CASSIM: Hon Chairperson ... [Interjections.] ... hon Tshwaku, 

when you spoke, we all sat and listened to you. Can you please 

provide the same respect for all members of this House; I’m asking 

you, please. Thank you. [Interjections.] 

 

Examining the National Youth Development Agency, NYDA, will show you 

exactly why an ANC government ... [Interjection.] 

  

Ms N V MENTE: Chairperson, can you please tell the member on the 

podium to focua on what he’s going to do and not address us 

personally. We are not here to be addressed by him, we are here to 

listen to his speech, he must leave us alone. 

 

Mr M TSHWAKU: Chairperson, I wanted to ask the member if he is from 

the James Selfe DA or the Maimane DA? Which DA is this now? 

 

The ACTING CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): That is unacceptable hon 

Tshwaku. Continue hon Cassim. 

 

Mr Y CASSIM: Hon Chairperson, I’m just very worried for hon Tshwaku 

because ANC’s Members of Parliament seem to be fired every other 
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day, I know he had to perform here so that he doesn’t get shown the 

door. 

 

The ACTING CHAIRPERSON (Ms L M Maseko): Hon Cassim, can you focus on 

your speech please? 

 

Mr Y CASSIM: Hon Chairperson, examining the National Youth 

Development Agency, NYDA, will show you exactly why an ANC 

government can never empower our young people the ANC way. 

 

The NYDA represents exactly the ANC way in confronting the dire 

challenges facing our society. It is a seemingly well intentioned 

bloated bureaucracy run by ANCYL cadres installed as the arbiters of 

patronage. The only difference with the NYDA of today is that it is 

a less wasteful bloated bureaucracy when compared to most government 

departments and the kissing festival NYDA of the past. 

 

And whilst it should be acknowledged for succeeding in cleaning up 

its act – and this is something that has been acknowledged by most 

of the opposition MPs today - the NYDA type approach, i.e. the ANC 

way, still represents the problem and not the solution to the 

millions of young South Africans not in education, employment or 

training; and will more than likely face a life of poverty as they 

become increasingly unemployable. 
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Allow me to me unpack this for you: the NYDA will receive a budget 

of R446.9 million transferred to it for the 2018-19 financial year. 

Of this, R170 million is budgeted to compensate its employees, 

R18 million more than what was budgeted for employees last year. For 

administration, it has budgeted R104 million, R24 million more than 

the previous financial year. Together, Employee and Administration 

costs will account for 61% of its 2018-19 budget. To think that we 

thought it was bad when this stood at 51% last year. 

 

So, essentially what is left for what should ostensibly be its core 

mandate of funding entrepreneurs, supporting youth businesses and 

providing bursaries and skills training for our youth is actually a 

minority slice of its budget. 

 

And so while employees’ costs rise because, for example, the board 

leadership believe their political appointees should get pay hikes; 

the most needed programmes needed by our youth are actually 

shrinking. 

 

Programme 1: Economic Participation, which deals with the funding of 

entrepreneurs with development finance, job creation and business 

development support – this is the same programme that the two young 

gentlemen sho stood up here today were supported with – is having 

its budget shrunk by R26 million. 
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Programme 2: Education and Skills Development which provides 

bursaries, skills training and job preparedness, is having its 

budget shrunk by R11 million. 

 

Therein lies the problem. There is less for our people and more to 

be consumed by the entity itself. This is the ANC way of countless 

bloated entities and unnecessary departments often with overlapping 

mandates and functions all created so that loyal cadres can get and 

distribute a piece of the pie. 

 

It is now up to voters to reject this ANC way and to rather embrace 

the DA way. [Interjections.] And if you listen for a second, you 

will learn what is the DA way? Let me tell you what the DA way is. 

[Interjections.] 

 

Chairperson, maybe they listen for a bit they will learn the DA way. 

[Interjections.] Listen, we are governing in the Western Cape, 

that’s where we are governing. 

 

The DA way entails streamlining the work of government in 

confronting the challenges facing our people. This would mean less 

money used as a form of patronage in the duplication of bureaucratic 

functions and offices and more money actually working for the 
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people. Read, less money to fund the business of government and more 

money to fund the businesses of the youth in this instance. 

 

Young people would be at the centre of all the work of a DA 

government, not swept aside in a DA Youth run entity as it’s the 

case in this instance. We would have one stop shop opportunity 

centres across the country. Young people won’t have to navigate 

through convoluted funds in tens of different entities and 

departments; they will have one place where they can have their 

ideas funded and supported and their skills and education 

facilitated. 

 

It is only through adopting this DA way where our people can be put 

first. Thank you very much. [Applause.] 

 

Mr M L D NTOMBELA: Hon Chairperson, Minister for Planning Monitoring 

and Evaluation, the Hon Dr Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, hon members, 

Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson of the National Youth Development 

Agency, NYDA, Board, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen. I 

need to clarify certain issues here especially about the DA way. I 

will call upon the youth out there to follow the ANC way because the 

ANC way is the vision that has made this organisation what it is. It 

is the vision that has made this country what it is and what it is 

going to be. 
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The ANC way of governing is the only way the electorate of South 

Africa has confirmed. The ANC way is the only way because the DA way 

is disastrous. You only have to look at the milestones that I am 

going to put forward to you. I still confirm that the DA way is very 

myopic. I really shudder to think what is going to happen to this 

country should we take the DA way. 

 

The successful implementation of the country’s vision lies in the 

hands of the youth. They are filled with tremendous and towering 

ambitions. It will be a great wastage of human resource if youth are 

not given an opportunity to exercise their talent and demonstrate 

their capabilities. This beautiful country of ours needs young 

people in order for our land to become rich and with fresh ideas. 

One of our primary goals is for the young people to get the best 

education in order to become better citizens of tomorrow. 

It therefore becomes critically important to develop an 

understanding of the role the National Youth Development Agency 

plays in tackling young people’s problems.  

 

The NYDA has proved to be a credible and capable development 

institution responsible for mainstreaming youth development issues 

across all sectors of society. The agency has maintained its third 

successive clean audit, I need to mention, and thrives on a high 

performance culture. In the 2016-2017 financial year, it reached 
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100% of its key performance areas, which is quite commendable. 

[Applause.] I will present a myriad of successes by the NYDA which 

of course, are the milestones that they have reached as an 

organisation or agency. 

 

The NYDA has over the past three years introduced one of the most 

innovative programmes seen in government, the Grant Funding 

Programme. It is unmatched and I doubt whether the DA or EFF will 

match this kind of concept, and that programme is meant to stimulate 

youth entrepreneurship.  

 

Chairperson, please allow me to share the good stories of Sibusiso 

Malambule, as the Minister has already indicated, and Shadrack 

Sithole as testimony to the effort put forth by the NYDA. After four 

years in the corporate world, Shadrack from Johannesburg could no 

longer ignore the burning desire to build a technology focused 

Information and Communication Technology, ICT, company. He was given 

the NYDA grant funding to the value of R44, 000 to purchase 

equipment as well as a Business Plan Voucher to assist his business, 

called Silverback World Infrastructure, which works in the Fibre 

Optic space. The business offers a variety of services such as IT 

support, network design and cyber security and currently boasts 27 

employees, which is a good gesture. 
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Hon members, young South Africans can lead us into the Fourth 

Industrial Revolution provided we give them the opportunity and 

support. As long as we are empathetic and try to share their vision, 

it will happen. 

 

The other one is Sibusiso Malambule, born in rural KwaZulu-Natal, 

dispelling the myth that the NYDA is not visible in the rural areas. 

The NYDA assisted Malambule with a grant worth R50, O00 for his IT 

business, Malux IT Solutions. The business now employs young people 

on a fulltime basis. It is really heartening to realise what the 

ANC-led government does to change lives of our people. 

 

Due to the success rate of the NYDA Grant Programme the Board of 

Directors has resolved that in the 2018-19 financial year the grant 

will move from being capped R100, 000 to R200, 000 which is a good 

progress. The agriculture and technology related projects will have 

a threshold of about R250, 000. The NYDA has been able to achieve 

this because it has rationalised its work and because it keeps 

reducing its operational costs even in a tough fiscal environment. 

 

The Solomon Kalushi Mahlangu Scholarship Fund, a very beautiful 

concept, has celebrated four years in existence. This scholarship 

has benefitted over 100 young people graduating from various fields 

of study. The scholarship will henceforth also look at assisting 
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students who want to pursue their post-graduate education and 

studying at international institutions of higher learning across the 

world. 

 

May I add that as part of preserving of our liberation history and 

the role played by young people, the NYDA Board has renamed their 

Head Office after Tsietsi Mashinini, one of our struggle icons and 

that is also commendable. The official renaming was led by the then 

Minister in the Presidency, Mr Jeff Radebe. This is in line with 

NYDA vision to honour youth struggle heroes and to use their stories 

to inspire a new generation of young South African heroes. 

 

We are proud that the NYDA has over the last three years assisted 

two and a half thousand young people with start-ups creating more 

than 10, 000 jobs in the economy through its innovative and unique 

grant funding program stimulating a culture of entrepreneurship 

amongst young people of South Africa.  

 

Whilst the Agency continues to do good work, there is the general 

outcry from young people about its visibility and accessibility. . .  

 

IsiZulu: 

Mina lo. 
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English: 

. . . more especially from the rural youth, so they say those that 

are most marginalized from society. We cannot runaway from the fact 

that we are from a past that is very regrettable and we are still 

living some of its results. We have never denied the existence of 

this challenge. Hon Hlengwa, we are however encouraged by what I am 

going to say. 

 

The “NYDA GOES RURAL” is a programme that has just been born and it 

will see the opening of 15 new branches with the aim of ensuring 

that it reaches all young people across all 54 districts, hon 

Hlengwa. Their plan includes the use of what has already been 

achieved, that is turning all their branches into Wi-Fi hotspots. 

This will assist in bridging the gap between the youth and access to 

their offices. The easy to use NYDA App has played a vital role for 

the end-user. NYDA is now finger-tip away.  

 

Hon Chair…  

 

IsiZulu: 

Yingakho njengombuso oholwa wuKhongolose sinombono ojulile wokuthi 

ulusha malunikezwe wonke amathuba ukuze lube namakhono 

kwezamabhizinisi ikakhulukazi futhi likwazi ukuba negalelo 

elibabazekayo kwezomnotho ezweni leli likaMthaniya. 
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English: 

As, such there must be a deliberate focus for the total emancipation 

of this cohort of our society. It is in that spirit we welcome the 

initiative of His Excellency the President of the country, President 

Cyril Ramaphosa, aimed at creating more than a million jobs over the 

next three years. In his state of the nation address the President 

said: 

 

We continue to draw young people in far greater numbers into 

productive economic activity through programmes such as the 

Employment Tax Incentive. Working in partnership with business, 

organised labour and community representatives, we are creating 

opportunities for young people to be exposed to the world of 

work through internships, apprenticeships, mentorship and 

entrepreneurship.  

 

The majority of young people including other political parties 

always accuse the NYDA of favouring certain individuals who are 

affiliated to a particular political party, that’s another myth.  

 

Hon Chair, there is a transparency and openness in awarding young 

people with the Agency programmes. Agency’s systems are transparent 

and we are witnesses to that.  
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As the committee will continuously conduct oversight over the Agency 

and help it improve on its systems to be more transparent for the 

benefit of young people of our country.  

 

Thank you very much Chairperson, I would have loved to read the 

milestones. [Applause.] [Time Expired.]  

 

The MINISTER IN THE PRESIDENCY: PLANNING, MONITORING AND EVALUATION: 

House Chairperson, first let me thank all the members that have 

participated in this debate and I might not be able to respond to 

everything in the minutes that I have but I will try. To the 

chairperson, we have taken note of all the things you have said 

particularly in intensifying the frontline monitoring in some of the 

areas where our people walk into, police and home affairs and so on. 

You and other members have also stressed the monitoring of 

municipalities, we have taken note of that and we will do that. The 

information hub, we are working with Statistics SA so there is no 

problem about them making an input. We are also going to speed up 

the issue of filling of the vacancies, so we accept that and we also 

thank the members. We have acknowledged the work that the National 

Youth Development Agency, NYDA, has done and the improvements they 

have made and I just want to say that, of course if you are opening 

15 more offices in the different parts of the country it means your 

personnel will increase, it is obvious, so that is why the NYDA is 
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trying to reach all the young people across the country. I also want 

to reflect on the 30 day payment, we take this very seriously. We 

report to Cabinet regularly about where this is and we talk to 

premiers and Ministers but as you might have noticed that Treasury 

has also said that they will be taking disciplinary action against 

those accounting officers who do not pay in time. I think they were 

named in one of the question and answer sessions in Parliament so 

this really taken seriously. 

 

I also want to talk about the impact and the Department of Planning, 

Monitoring and Evaluation, DPME. The results that the hon member 

quoted are old results but I think we must appreciate the 

transparency of Department of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation 

that it says things as they are even about itself but the recent 

results of 2017-18, the past year, Department of Planning, 

Monitoring and Evaluation has improved, it now stands at three and 

three which is the norm really in government so there is improvement 

there just to respond to that. I also want to respond to one of the 

ANC members about evidence-based policy and planning, we agree, 

maybe we did not emphasise it too much this time because we 

emphasised it when we were doing the Statistics SA report and the 

national Bill on planning we hope that it will come back soon and 

the Monday paper we agree. I want to spend a bit of time on what hon 

Mulder has said. Indeed, implementation is very important but you 
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cannot have one department implementing for whole of government. 

That is why we are suggesting that the remaining part of the 

National Development Plan, NDP, the remaining years, we break them 

up into five-year chunks and we work with the National Planning 

Commission, NPC, to put targets and timelines so that we can then 

every department may know what targets must it reach and what 

timelines and then we are able to monitor that very specifically. So 

I hope this will go a long way in responding to what you were saying 

because we also have understood that it is difficult to monitor 

something that is general so it is better to monitor specific 

timelines, targets and so in five years we can say, this is what we 

have been able to achieve and this is what still needs to be 

achieved. 

 

I just wanted to really say that. On the issue of the 

municipalities, we are going to do a bit more together with the 

Department of Co-operative Governance and Traditional Affairs in 

monitoring and in assisting. The Department of Co-operative 

Governance and Traditional Affairs has now developed a plan. The 

President visited them yesterday and we were there to try and assist 

some of the municipalities that are small to get the relevant 

capacity. Some do not even have an engineer and so they are trying 

to address those issues so your point is taken. Then on the issue of 

the DA on the existence of this department, I do not think I will 
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spend much time because the DA was telling us its plan. Now, I do 

not want to engage with the DA plan because basically what they will 

do when they are in government because I think that is a mirage and 

I do not really chase mirages, so I will leave that. 

[Interjections.] [Applause.] But all I will say is that as long as 

we are in this department we will try and do our work, do it as 

honestly and best as we can. This that this department must not 

exist I will not delve on it. I will work in the department as long 

as I am in this department that is all I can say. The issue of 

national minimum standards in health and in other areas that were 

pointed out by the EFF that we have not been able to avoid the 

crisis, yes; I think we are very honest that, yes there are 

challenges, we cannot hide that. There are challenges and we are 

going to be addressing those challenges but as long as human beings 

exist there will be challenges and we must keep addressing them. 

That is the important thing. 

 

So I hope that the EFF will support the Budget but I thank the NFP 

and the IFP ...  

 

IsiZulu: 

 ... ngiyabonga kwi-IFP ngokubona ukuthi kukhona okwenzekayo kulo 

mnyango ne-NYDA isingcono. Engakusho-ke kodwa wukuthi, yebo sizofaka 

ngoba sengike ngasho ukuthi ulayini ube-strong ukuthi laba 
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abangakwenzi lokhu okufanele bakwenze ikakhulu ukukhokhela labo 

bamabhizinisi amancane ngesikhathi kuzoba khona izinto ezizokwenziwa 

... [Kwaphela isikhathi.] Oho! Ngiyabonga. 

 

English: 

I was still going to answer the NFP but I answered. Thank you very 

much. [Applause.] 

 

Debate concluded. 

 

The Committee arose at 12:00. 

 


