[image: image1.png]Engage ¢ Lead ¢Inspire










TSOHANG YOUTH PROJECT (TYP)





Katlehong Skills Centre, Office No 5, 555 Tsolo Section, Katlehong, 1431
P.O.BOX 13076
Katlehong 1432
Tel: 011 860 5354
Web: www.typ.org.za
Cell:  076 2783 599 Email: tsohangyouth@gmail.com  Fax: 086 212 5786

Reg: 930033534 PBO Reg: 045 – 634 NPO

"SEX WORK: South African Law Reform Commission’s (SALRC’s) Report 107 on adult prostitution.
Sex work is no fun for anybody despite their background, color or religion no one wakes up and chooses to be in that industry.  Growing up all girls, gays and boys have massive dreams to build their own empires, support families and better their lives but are we going to judge them should any of their dreams not work out and they resolve to prostitution for survival.  The stigma associated with what they do to put food on the table, clothe their kids and have a roof over their head has led to a total disrupt, havoc and more lives are being lost at a daily basis.
Judging and not legalizing their form of occupation is affecting the country more than the eye meets. Consumption of liquor and drug abuse in order to suppress the fear and embarrassment they get from the community leads to unprotected sex which is a MAJOR disrupt on its own due to unplanned pregnancies with fatherless babies, STI's and a lot more health issues.  Running from the police exposes them to murderers and rapists at the end of the day as South African communities we need to stand together support our fellow South Africans as they try to better their lives.  By being sex workers they are not being criminals or violating anyone's rights as long as they are discreet and respectful about their jobs. 
We are supporting the view as expressed in the draft, as noted: “Drug-addicted prostitutes often depend on prostitution to support their habits, using drugs as a secondary practice to prostitution. Women in this position face even greater hazards than non-drug addicted prostitutes, including the risk of drug robberies by other addicts and contracting AIDS from sharing dirty needles. Another hazard identified is the improper use or non-use of condoms due to the prostitute ‘s drugged state. She noted that a study of prostitutes in Sunnyside revealed that 44% of the prostitutes were too high on drugs to negotiate condom use, and that 64% were HIV-positive. It has been timeously reported that some prostitutes have suffered brain damage because of inhalation of glue and benzene. Most drug-addict prostitutes occupy the lower rungs of the prostitution ladder, but prostitutes of all types notoriously have problems with drug abuse or addictions. Wachsberger refers to research done for the Centres for Diseases Control which shows an alarming relationship between crack-cocaine addiction and prostitution among women. Women crack addicts are sometimes kept at crack houses and given the drug in exchange for sex with dealers and buyers. Wachsberger reports the same pattern in Sunnyside, where baseline sex with a main partner reportedly occurs without a condom 80% of the time. The women become virtual slaves to both the drug and the dealer. Flowers estimates that as many as 50% of adult prostitutes use a substance regularly. In a recent study of the social contexts, practices and risks of men who sell sex in Southern and Eastern Africa, it was noteworthy that South African participants identified substance abuse as the largest threat for prostitutes. Boyce and Isaacs ascribe this to the fact that there have been pronounced HIV and AIDS awareness campaigns in South Africa but that drug use in prostitution has been a less explicit public health concern”.
More lives will be saved, drug consumption will DEFINITELY go down for most will NOT feel the use to smoke because they are safe from being ridiculed by the community and arrested by the police hence leading to them using necessary means to practice safe sex and prevent any unwanted changes in their lives.  
Most sex workers are able to go back to school and pursue their dreams with the money they get from their business, these people didn't resolve to crime but they came with a solution without hurting anybody.  Legalizing this trade is the only option to minimize drug use alcohol consumption and more lives will be better without anyone dying, getting infected with STI or unplanned pregnancies. 
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