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Background Information for MPWC Meeting with Department of Social Development and the Department of Women on the Integrated Programme of Action Addressing Violence against Women and Children (2013 – 2018)
Introduction

The Inter-Ministerial Committee on Violence made up of the Ministers of Social Development, Women, Justice and Constitutional Development, Health, Home Affairs, Police, Basic Education and Communications conducted a review into the root causes of gender-based violence in 2012. As a result of this, the Integrated Programme of Action Addressing Violence Against Women and Children (2013 – 2018) (henceforth the ‘POA’) was developed to step up national efforts to stop all forms of abuse against women and children. The POA outlines actions to prevent gender-based violence and to provide adequate support services to victims of gender based violence. The POA was meant to ensure the development of cross-cutting, inter-departmental strategies to both address and prevent gender-based violence. It was also meant to give effect to the provisions contained in the National Development Plan and the Medium Term Strategic Framework to promote safety and security and eradicate violence. 
Overview of the Integrated Programme of Action Addressing Violence Against Women and Children 

The POA is based on 3 main pillars, namely:

· Prevention and protection, 

· Response 

· Care and Support 

In order to address both the prevention of violence as well as the provision of adequate services to victims of violence, the POA had the following objectives:
· Prevent gender-based violence through a sustained strategy for transforming attitudes, practise and behaviours.

· Respond to violence in an integrated and coordinated manner by ensuring a comprehensive package of services to affected women and children. 

· Ensure provision of long-term care, support and empowerment of survivors of violence. 

· Ensure provision of reintegration and rehabilitation services for perpetrators of violence. 

· Strengthen the system at all levels that prevent and respond to violence to ensure accountable and coordinated action across sectors. 

Expected Outcomes and Indicators by 2018

When the plan was developed in 2013, it set the following expected outcomes to be achieved by 2018:

1. By 2018, a national enabling environment must be created to transform attitudes, practice and behaviours so that women and children can live free from violence in line with human rights principles. 

2. By 2018, women and children at risk and survivors of violence benefit from improved access to comprehensive, integrated and timely support services. 

3. By 2018, there should be an increased number of female and child survivors utilising long-term care, support and empowerment services. 
4. By 2018, there should be an increased number of perpetrators enrolled in social integration and rehabilitation programmes. 

5. By 2018, women and children should be better protected from violence through a strengthened system with supportive legislative, policy and institutional frameworks as well as adequate resources, organisational capacity and a comprehensive and evolving evidence base. 

Challenges in relation to implementation of the Integrated Programme of Action Addressing Violence Against Women and Children 

Notwithstanding some progress, there has been significant challenges in the implementation of the plan and many of the intended outcomes have not been achieved. Many of these have been raised through submissions to Parliament, to the High Level Panel on the Assessment of Key Legislation the Acceleration of Fundamental Change and through the Women’s Parliament and International Women’s Conference held in 2017. Some of these challenges include:
· The level of violence against women and children is still unacceptably high. 

· The lack of resources allocated to gender-based violence and the need for gender responsive budgeting in this regard. 

· The need for policy and legislative reform (tabled for example in the HLP report). 

· Challenges in effectively preventing gender based violence. 

· Challenges in providing effective service delivery to victims of gender based violence. 

Review of the Integrated Programme of Action Addressing Violence Against Women and Children 

The Integrated Programme of Action Addressing Violence against Women and Children is currently under review as it comes to an end in 2018. The Departments of Social Development and Women have been mandated with developing a new plan. Currently, steps are underway give effect to this. This presents an opportunity for engagement between the departments, Parliament and civil society to develop a revised plan that adequately address the challenges in addressing gender-based violence.  
Key Questions 

· What were the key challenges that negatively impacted on the implementation of the previous plan? 
· How are these being addressed? 

· Other than the national dialogues, what attempts are being made to ensure that there is adequate public participation in the development of the plan? How will the departments ensure that public inputs are incorporated into the plan?

· What attempts have been made to link the development of the plan to gender responsive budgeting and ensuring that adequate resources are allocated to the roll-out of the plan?

· How will the departments monitor and evaluate their performance in this regard? Has the Department of Monitoring and Evaluation been engaged to develop appropriate monitoring and evaluation tools? 
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