MsP BiLe (BA—a017) B

S
N

‘ Cape Peninsula
University of Technology

CPUT Research Chair: Oceans Economy
CENTRE FOR SUSTAINABLE OCEANS
Faculty of Applied Sciences

Cape Peninsula University of Technology
P.0. Box 652

Cape Town 8000

South Africa

021 4603192

The Chair
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Dear Sir / Madam
Re: Comments on the Marine Spatial Planning Bill

I understand that the Marine Spatial Planning Bill [B 9—2017] is open for public comment to the
Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Environmental Affairs. I wish to take this opportunity to
comment briefly on two areas as follows.

Definitions

1. Within Section 1 Definitions “marine area plan”, the definition seems to me to confuse the
concepts of an area, and a plan as a strategy for achieving a result. The current text states:

‘“marine area plan”’ means a bio-geographic marine area that will serve as a planning unit which is
developed by analysing and allocating the spatial and temporal distribution of human activities in the
South African waters to achieve ecological, economic and social objectives, taking into account all
relevant principles and factors set out in this Act;

I would like to propose that for clarity the above definition be divided as follows

‘“marine area’” means a bio-geographic marine area that will serve as a planning unit for a marine
area plan

‘““marine area plan’’ means a plan which is developed within a marine area by analysing and
allocating the spatial and temporal distribution of human activities in the South African waters to
achieve ecological, economic and social objectives, taking into account all relevant principles and
factors set out in this Act;

2. Ihave concern that estuaries appear to be excluded from the planning process in the definition
of South African waters, presumably as their management is regulated under the National
Environmental Management: Integrated Coastal Management Act, 2008 (Act No. 24 of
2008). If this is the case, I wish to ask how estuarine spatial planning and management (as a
component of the marine environment) will differ from coastal planning and management
under NEM: ICMA within the MSP framework.
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