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0001
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Dear Colleague

IMPLEMENTATION EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE IN THE MINING SECTOR
- RECOMMENDATIONS AND MANAGEMENT RESPONSE

The Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) has reviewed the final report on the Evaluation of
Environmental Governance in the Mining Sector. DEA would like to thank the Department of
Performance Monitoring and Evaluation (DPME) for the excellent management of this process. As
requested, the completed Recommendations and Management Responses document has been
attached. Where the response indicates a “disagreement’, this does not reflect a disagreement with the
principle or concept but rather that the additional law reform process has superseded the

recommendation.

The Department wouid support the submission of the report to Cabinet, however as there have been

significant amendments made to the govemnance framework in December 2014, it would be important to

ensure that the findings and recommendations are considered in refation to these amendments. it is

therefore suggested that the Departments submit a joint submission to Cabinet. The submission from

DEA would:

e request Cabinet to reaffirm support to the ‘One Environmental System’ with a mandate to consider
additional streamlining measures, e.g. further alignment of SEMAs;

o request that Cabinet support a discussion on the prioritising of mine closures to ensure
environmental protection and reduce socio-economic risk to surrounding communities; and

* identify a mechanism to deal with the regulatory gaps which result from the delay in approval of the
MPRD amendment bill.
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Since the finalising of the report, DEA had an opportunity to meet with DPME around the upcoming
mining Phakisa initiative. At this meeting a three day workshop was proposed between the three
departments fo strengthen integration and cooperation related to the issuing of mining rights and
environmental authorisation. The workshop would be held under the leadership of the DPME, and

would aim at achieving the following:

* Develop a framework to achieve a win-win situation for mining in a particular area using a proactive
assessment process allowed for, through the undertaking of a Strategic Environmental Assessment.
The methodology would include:

> identification of an area to be prioritised for mining development;

> proactive assessment of environmental sensitivity which would include biodiversity, water,
cultural issues, etc.;

» identifying areas in which mining should be preciuded and areas in which mining could be

supported; and
> identifying features which should be offset and areas in which offsets should be directed.

Should the process prove to be successful, the methodology could be rolled out to other priority mining
areas. This process will improve institutional arrangements and provide more regulatory certainty by
improving decision making. DEA would also include a request fo Cabinet to support this process.

Should this suggestion be supported, we would welcome further discussion on the modalities. Once
again we would like to thank DPME for engaging the Department on this important issue, and we are
looking forward to working with DPME on the Mining SEA.

Yours sincerely

o

Ms Nosipho Ngcaba
DIRECTOR-GENERAL
DATE: /5™ [i0(20/5

cc: Dr lan Goldman, Head: Evaluation and Research, DPME
cc: Professor Tsakane Ngomane, Outcome Facilitator for Outcome 7, DPME
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