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MATIONAL COALITEON FOR PALESTINE

FETITICN: 70 THE HON SPEAKER
VIS BALEKA MBETE

FROM THE NATIONAL COALITION FOR PALESTINE

HANDED IN TO HON. MANDLA MANDELA

I TERMS OF RULE 309 OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

Notes that ' ‘ d )

1. The British Mandste over Palestine had as a primary objective the implementation

of the Baifour Declaration issued by the British Government in 1317 for the
estabiishment in Palestine of a national home for Jewish people

2. UN Resolution 181{ii} of 1947 proposed the pertitioning of Palestine to two

independent states. This partition plan allocated 56.47% of the land to the 33% of
the Jewish population whe owned no more than 7% of the fand,

The six day war of June 1967 saw Isreel occupying additional territory in Palestine.

4. On 22 November 1967, The Security Council called on Israel lo withdraw from
territories occupied  after the 1967 wer. Resolution 242 of 22 November 1967
asdopted unanimously stated “. and fof the termination of claims or ststes of
belligerency and respect for and acknowledgement of the sovereignty, territorial
integrity and politicl independence of every state in the arez and their right to lve
in peace with secure and recognized boundaries free from threats and acts' of
force” . :

5. The Right of Return by Palestinian refugees must be accepted by isrel in
accordance with the General Assembly Resolution 194 of 1948. : :

w

6 The Fourth Geneva Convention 1949, Article 49: stetes that the occupying power Yoy
shall not deport or transfer parts of its civilian population into the territory it S
" gccupies. :

7. Resolution 465 of 1980: determined that the lsraeli policy of settlements in the
occupled territories was legal,

Endorsed by South African civil society organizations and movements, unions and politicaf groups:
Ahmed Kathrada Foundation; Al Ansaar Foundation; Al Quds Foundatiory ANC Youth League: AMAL {Association of Muslim Accountants and Lawyers):
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions against Isrsel In South Africs (BDS South Africa); COSATV; Priends of Al Agsa South Africa; slamic Medical Assodiation
of South Afiica: Islarnic Council of South Africa; Jamiatul Ulama South Africa; KZN Palestine Solidarity Forumn; Kafros Soythern Aftice; KwaZulu-Natat
Palestine Sofidarity Forurn; Media Review Network (VRN); MSA Uniars Mustim Judiciat CouncH (South Africa); Mustim Youth Movement; Not i My
Home; Open Shuhada Street (O55); Pan Africanist Congrass of Azania (PAC); Palestine Museurs; Palestine Solidarity Alliance (PSA); Patestine Sclidarity,
Association University of the Wastern Cape (PSA UWC); Palestine Solidarity Forum (U3 PSF); Palestine Solidarity Campaigh Cape Yown [PSC Cape
Town); Palestine Solidarity Campaign Stelienbosch (PSC Stellenbosch ); Pistermaritzburg for Palestine (PMB4Palestina); SA-EAPPL South Mrican
Communist Party {SACP); Uniiversity of Cape Town Paiestine Solidarity Forum UCT PSF); UKIN Theclogy & Development Programme.
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Further Notes:

1. We assert the Inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, In particular their right to
self determination without external interference and the right to national
sovereignty with independence,

2. Since the 1948°s occupation of Palestine by tsraeli forces, the people of Palestine
have been exposed to an ongoing process of displacement, subjugated to status of
permanent refugees {the state of temporallty, emergency and Hopelessness), and
subjected to ongoing oppression. The assault on Palestinian civilians, . the
demolitions of homes, mumicipal infrastructure and hospltals represents the intent
of isrzeli zuthorities to permanently uproot Palestinians from Palestine.

" 3. Palestinjans are scattered in seven localities, fsrael, the West Bank, the Gazs Strip,

f" “_;; tebanon, Syria, Jordan and the general diaspora. We note that Palestinians I lsrael

: ' are subjected to acute discrimination and racism in all their forms of life.
Palestinfans of the West Bank face oppression and humiliation from the illegal
settlers, and are harassed by israeli forces in pursuance of their policy to grab more
land,  Palestintans in the Gaza Strip have been exposed to four wars in the last ten
vears, In the four wars, 2617 civitians have been kifled {22 July 2014).

4. in terms of the population size of Palestintan in the Gaza Strip, if the relative
numbers comperison was made to South Africa {47 Million) it wouid equate to
72350 people in South Africa, murdered by a foreign m!on ia} power.

5. Palestinians in Syria, lordan and Lebenon are prohibited by the lsralis to return to
Palestine, this constitutes 55% of population. The, refugees in these countries have
massacred on numerous occasions, Sabra, Shantilla in Lebanon, Jerash in Jordon,
and in Syria they have remained for four months under siege In the Yamulk refugee
£amps.

6. Currently, the peopfe of the Gaza Strip are facing a humanilarian disaster. Day after
day the ‘sraeli Defense Force’ {IDF) Is disseminating terror among civilians, shelling
the Gaza Strip indiscriminately, destroying mumicipal infrastructure, demolishing
houses, shelfing schools hospitals and media centres. tsrael has withully caused
serjous harm and injury to the people of Gaza in the 29 days of israeli aggression:

7. The following are the statistics for the periods 8 Julv— 5 August 2034

W,

1363 Palestiniag Killed structures
- 9567 Palestinians Injured 30820 houses darmaged
485 000 peonle displaced 1471 Schools damaged .
5510 Demolished Structures o 17 hospitak 7 PHC ctmm were
4574 Partially demolished : ' damaged

Endorsed by South African civil society orgamzahons and movements, unions and po!mcal groups:
Ahmed Kathrada Foundation; Al Ansaar Foundation; Al Quds Foundatiore ANC Youth League; AMAL {Association of Muslim Accountants and Lawyers);
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions against JstaetIn South Africa (BDS South Africa); COSATU; Friends of Al Agsa South Africa; Istamic Medical Assaciation
of South Aftica; Istamic Coundil of South Africs; Jamtatul Ulama South Africa; KZN Palestine Solidatity Forum; Kairos Southern Africa; KwazZule-Neta)
Palestine Solidartty Forum; Media Review Network (IMRIM) MSA Unlon; Mustim Judicial Counell {South Africa); Musiim Youth Movemenit; Not in My
Home; Open Shuthada Street (055); Pan Afticanist Congress of Azania (PAC); Palestine Musaum; Palestine Soliiarity Affiance {PSA); Palestine Solidarity
Assoclation University of the Western Cape (PSA UWC); Palestine Sofidarity Forum {UJ PSF); Palestine Solidarity Campaion Cape Town {FSC Cape
Town}; Palestine Solidarity Campalgn Stellenbosch {PSC Stefferduasch ); Pietermaritzburg for Palestine [PMB4Palestine); SA-EAPPL South African
Communist Party (SACP); University of Cape Town Palestine Solidarity Forum {UCT PSF); UKZN Theology & Development Programme,
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10 hospitals and 44 primary o 2 churches ‘

health clinies were closad 1 Christizn cemetery damaged
45 masgues cannot be used

140 partizly damaged

15 Muslim cemeteries damaged

Destruction of the electricity, water, waste water infrastructure.

8, The statistics are evidence of the prohibitive and excessive use of force and the
extensive gesiruction of property,

9, This also constituies collective punishment meted out o the people of Gaza. This
collective pumishment of the Palestinian people — a longstanding practice of the
israeli sovernment - is legal, inhurnane and absolutely unacceptable;

10. The lsvzell offensive has deepened the severe humanitarian crisis and suffering of
the people of Gaza, with no Intention by them of contributing to a3 lasting peaceful
solution; _

11. Slnce the siege on Gaza, the social and economic situation in the Gaza Strip s &t its
worst in 40 years;

12. 80% of Gaza’s 1.8 million people are fterally put on a diet by isrsel, as they depend
on international food aid and suffer with an unemployment rate of 40% or Tore; ‘ :

13. Spare parts for hospitals and water purification cennot  be  imported

24, and  hospitels cannot  keep  fife- A
saving eguipment working.

i\.__,/

':_W/) .

Endorsed by South African civil saciety organizations and movements, unions and political groups:
Ahred Kathrada Foundation; Al Ansaar Foundstion; Al Quds Foundation; ANC Youth Leagues AMAL (Asseciation of Muslim Accountanits and Lawyers);
Boyeott, Divestment and Sanctions agalnst lsraelin South Africa (BDS South Africay; COSATU; Friends of Al Agss South Alrica; lslamic Medical Association
of South Africe; Istarmic Coundl of South Africa; Jamiatul Ulama South Africa; KZN Palestine Solidarity Forum; Kairos Southem Aftica; KwvaZulo-Matat
Palestine Solidarity Forum; Media Review Network {(MRN); MSA Unlon; Muslim Judicial Councll (South Africa); Musiim Youth Movement; Not In My
Horme: Open Shuhada Stroet {OSS); Pan Afrlcanist Congress of Azanda (PAC) Palestine Myseum; Palestine Solidarify Alllanca {PSA}; Palestine Sofidarity
Assodiation University of the Western Cape {PSA UWC); Palestine Solidarity Fortern (UJ PSF); Palestine Sofidarity Campaign Cape Town {PSC Cape
Town); Palestine Solidarity Campaign Stellenbosch (PSC Steflenbosch ) Pletermaritzburg for Palestine (PMB4Palestine); SA-EAPP; South Aftican
Communist Party {SACP); University of Cape Towt: Palastine Solidarity Forum (UCT PSFY; UKZN Theology & Davelopment Programme.
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Recognizing;
1. That the people of South Africa suffered oppression, racism and neo- colonizlism and
are committed to the achievement of freedom and justice in Palestine,
2. That the values entrenched in our constitution commits South Africans in Its founding
principles to the universal values of human dignity, the achievement of eguality and
the advancement of human rights and freedoms. .

The National Coalition for Palestine on behalf of the thousands who signed this petition

pledge their solidarity with the people of Paiestine and condemn the current genocide on the

S people of Gaza by the Apartheid Isrzeli regime ; respectfufiv vet firmly demand that
¥ parliament

1. Debate the plight of the Palestinian people as a matter of national Importance in the
National Assembly and resolve to

11 7o condemn the attacks on and killing of innocent people and the destructnon of
property including health facilities,

12 Terminate all diplomatic relations with the State of Israel; in particular to recall the
South African Ambassador o lsrael and to ask Arthur tenk, israel's Ambassador to
Pretoria, to return to where he comes from,

1.3 Enact legislation to impose comprehensive economic sanctions against Israel,

1.4 Through legislation and the monitoring ensure that there is an immediste end to ali
South Africa’s military apreements or sales at a government to government level, and
by the private sector,

1.5 Oversee the investigations and prosecutions of those South African who have heen
charged for serving in the Isrseli Defense Force in contravention of Foreign Military

. Assistance Act. '
1.6 Draft regulation to exclude South African corporations from doing business with the
e state if they or the international corporations that they are part of, are fourd to be
complicit in contravening human rights, for example Cape Gate and G4S.
1.7 Develop policy to create capacity for South African diamonds to be polished in South
Africa, thereby ensuring that diamonds originating it South Africa are not polished in
israel, and through the Kimberley process ciass{fy all lsraeli cut dismonds a5’ bleod
diamaonds, _
1.8 Raise the contraveptions of the international treaties by lsrae! at the International
Pariiamentary Union, Commonwealth Parliamentary Union and African Pariiamentary

adorsed by South African civil society organizations and movements, unions and political groups:
shmed Kathrada Foundation; Al Ansaar Feundation; Al Quds Foundation: ANC Youth League; AMAL (Assoclation of Musiim Accountants and Lawyers):
1~yeott, Divestment and Satictions against Istael in Sotith Africa (BDS South Africa); COSATU; Friends of Al Agsa South Afifcs; lslemic Medice} Assodatio
South Aftics; Istamic Coundl of South Africa; Jamiztul Ulama South Africa; KZN Palestine Solidarity Forum; Kaires Southemn Africe; KwaZulu-Natal
-destine Solidarity Forum; Media Review Network GARN); MSA Union; Musilm Judiclal Councit {South Affica); Muslin Youth Movernent; Not in My
{ome; Open Shuhada Street [0SS); Pan Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC); Palestine Musaur; Palestine Solldarity Alliance (PSA); Palestine Solidarity
sodiation University of the Western Cape (PSA UWC); Palestine Sofidarity Forum {UJ PSF}; Palestine Sclidarity Campaign Caps Town {PSC Cape
wn}; Palestine Solfdarity Campaign Stellenbosch (PSC Stellenbosch }; Pletermaritzburg for Palestine (PMB4Palesting); SA-EAPPE; South Aftlcan
‘ommunist Party {SACP); Univarsity of Cape Town Palestine Solidarity Forum {UCT PSF); UKZN Theology & Development Pregramme,
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Urion and urge these Parilgments 1o take simiar measyres,
1.5 (rpe the Executive o raisa the matter of the Contraventions of tnrernational Traatias

with the UN, and ensore that all South Africens assisting the 1D are charged by the
infernntional Crimingd Tourt. )

Furthey racognizis that the gap betwesn the demends of <vil soclety and the ruling party
proclamations and Eavarnment sctions and appears to be prepered fo do, on the ather Is far
too wida! We expect 3n slacterd government to tistan to the voice of the peoplel

We sxpstt a government whose maembars sce depioyed to their positions by o specific pary
10 heed the voice of that party — not lobbies for a fareigh government ~ even these lobhies
masquerade s the raprasentatives of a specific rafigtous group!

Enough is enoughl - ) .
On this dzy of 8 August 2014 .

Far further information the Chairpersan or Savretary nt

Ry

CHAIRPERSON ' ~

EDWIN ARRISON . .

TEL DB4735 1638 os
earrisonTBStelkomsanst .

SECAETARY - r'!
AKE ALLIE

0H34081071

dnsrab@rmir.org.zs

- indersxd by South Afrlcan civil society arganizations and movements, aniorns and palitical groups:
thened Kathrada Foundation; Al Ansser Foundation; Al Quds Pourrdation; ANG Youth Lexgue; AMAL (Association of Muslim Accountants and Lawyarsi;.
toyty, Divestment snd Saveticns agalnst sre! In Sowth Africa (B0S Scuth Altica}; CRSATY; Friends of Al Agsa Sauth Afiic; islamic Madical Associztic
o Seuth Africx: iskamic Councl of Sauth Afcica; famiatal tama South Africs: KON Palestine Solidarity Forun Kairss Southar Africs; Kwazuti-Naral
Slesting Sofidarisy Fonmv: Medls Review Network (MAN), MSA Unior; Musiim hudizial Councll (South Afrenl: Musiim Youth Mevereant Not in My
lome; Open Shuhads Straet {OS5); Pan Afficanist Congrass of Azonla {FAC); Palestine Mussum; Palastine Seilcazite Alfiance (PSA); Faledtine Selidarity
\ssocition Univetsity of the Western Cape IPSA UWC) Palestine Solidasity forum U] PSP Palestine Solidarity Csmpaign Caps Town {P5C Cipe
wni; Pateting Sefidarity Campalgn Stellenbosch (PSS Stetlenbusch ) Pletenmaritzbury for Palesting (PMB4Palosting); SA-EARPE Seuth Afder
sammumler Party (SACR): University of Cape Town Faiestine Solidarity Ferum (UCT P57} UKZN Thiaology & Development Frogramme.
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