
© Copyright – Institute for Security Studies – 11 October 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Reflections on the SAPS 
Annual Report 2015/16 

 
11 October 2016 

 

Gareth Newham 
Head of the Governance Crime & 
Justice Division 



© Copyright – Institute for Security Studies – 11 October 2016 2 

WHAT	IS	THE	INSTITUTE	FOR	SECURITY	STUDIES?	

The	ISS	is	an	African	
nonprofit	organisa4on	
that	enhances	human	
security	through		
research,	policy	advice	
and	capacity	building	
	

Vision	
for	Africa	to	achieve	its	
poten4al	as	a	peaceful	
and	prosperous		
con4nent	for		
all	its	people	
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OVERVIEW 

•  General Comments 

•  Police Performance  
 
•  Police Conduct 
 
•  Police Well-being 
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GENERAL COMMENTS 

•  The ISS welcomes the opportunity by the Police Portfolio Committee to make a submission on 
the SAPS Annual report for 2015/16 

 

•  We are supportive of the “Back to Basics initiative” and subsequent restructuring under acting 
SAPS National Commissioner Khomotso Phahlane and are aware that improvements emanating 
from the and his management team are unlikely to be adequately reflected in this report. 

 

•  The SAPS Annual report is  a very useful source of data and information. We welcome the 
additions in this edition such as: 
•  Compliance with IPID recommendations 
•  Number of Police Station Inspections undertaken 
•  Indication of areas where strategies for improving SAPS performance will be undertaken 

 

•  Our inputs for this short presentation are aimed at promoting an engagement with the SAPS 
Annual report to encourage new thinking about approaches to improving policing in South Africa. 

 

•  This presentation is not a comprehensive assessment of the SAPS Annual Report given the time 
limitations. Omissions in this presentation do not reflect an absence of concern or interest by the 
ISS. 
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MURDER & ROBBERIES AS KEY PRIORITIES 

Since 2011/12  
 

Murder Rate 
Increased by 10% 

( 3 119 more cases) 
 
 

How can the police 
best tackle these 

crimes/? 
 
 

Robberies 
increased by 31,5%  
(31 758 more cases) 
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VOC SURVEY REPORTING TRENDS 2011 – 2014/15 
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CRIME INTELLIGENCE 

•  Notable improvement in Ops Analysis Reps 
•  Why substantial decline in network ops? 
•  Why decline in station & cluster CTA’s? 
•  How does CI prioritise the use of resources? 
•  Why does CI think key crimes have increased? 
•  What is CI doing to tackle murder & robbery? 
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DETECTIVE SERVICES – VIOLENT CRIME 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
•  Given the range of challenges identified in the Police Portfolio Committee Detective 

Dialogue undertaken in 2012, it would be useful for the Implementation Plan for the 
Detective ‘turn-around strategy’ to be presented as soon as possible.  
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DETECTIVE SERVICES – CORRUPTION & OC 
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VISIBLE POLICING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•  Overall reduction in roadblocks and ‘cordon and search’ operations. 
•  Concern that sector policing is being implemented at 53 fewer police stations than in the 

previous year (2014/15).  
•  This is because Sector policing is the SAPS’ workhorse for operational policing and a 

building block (pillar) of the Rural Safety Strategy,  
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PUBLIC ORDER POLICING 

- “Unrest’ cases on IRIS not always violent 
- Number of public violence cases 
 opened no longer available. 
- See www.issafrica.org/crimehub 
for more analysis and maps of public  
violence in South Africa 
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SAPS ARRESTS & NPA CASE FINALISATIONS TRENDS 
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POLICE CONDUCT: DISCIPLINARY SYSTEM 

The SAPS 
disciplinary system is 
crucial for promoting 

and maintaining 
professional conduct. 

 
A review of the 

system is necessary 
to rectify 

shortcomings & 
improve 

effectiveness 
 

Only 97 hearings 
related to the SAPS 

Code of Conduct 
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POLICE CONDUCT: PUBLIC SATISFACTION 
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POLICE CONDUCT: CIVIL CLAIMS 
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POLICE OFFICER WELL-BEING: TERMINATIONS 
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POLICE OFFICER WELL-BEING: DEATHS 
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CONTACT & SUBSCRIPTION DETAILS 

www.issafrica.org/crimehub 
 
gnewham@issafrica.org 
 


