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Proposed adjustments to Ruler 53A

It is proposed that, following the discussions in the Rules Subcommittee on 22 April 2016, the existing draft Rule 53A as contained in Draft 9 of the NA Revised Rules be adjusted as follows:

53A.  Removal of member from Chamber and precincts


(1)
If a member refuses to leave the Chamber when ordered to do so by the presiding 

officer in terms of Rule 51 or Rule 52, the presiding officer must instruct the Serjeant-at-
Arms to remove the member from the Chamber and the precincts of Parliament 


forthwith.


(2)
If the Serjeant-at-Arms is unable in person to effect the removal of the member, 


the presiding officer may call upon the Parliamentary Protection Services to assist 

in removing the member from the Chamber and the precincts of Parliament.

(3)
Unless already suspended in terms of Rule 52, a member who is removed from the Chamber in terms of subrule (2), is thereby immediately automatically suspended for the period applicable as 
provided for in Rule 54, and may not enter the precincts for the duration of the suspension.

(4)
If a member resists attempts to be removed from the Chamber in terms of subrules (1) or            (2), the Serjeant-at-Arms and the Parliamentary Protection Services may use such force as may be reasonably necessary to overcome any resistance.


(5)
No member may, in any manner whatsoever, physically intervene in, prevent, 


obstruct or hinder the removal of a member from the Chamber in terms of these 


Rules.


(6)
Any member or members who contravene subrule (5) may, on the instruction of 


the presiding officer, also be summarily removed from the Chamber and the 


precincts of Parliament forthwith.


(7)
If proceedings are suspended for the purposes of removing a member or members, 

all other members must remain seated or resume their seats, unless otherwise 


directed by the presiding officer.


(8)
[Note: Text of subrule (8) becomes a new subrule (12A)]

(9)
Members who have been removed from the Chamber will be escorted off the precincts by Parliamentary Protection Services personnel and will not be allowed to enter the House or precincts of Parliament as the Rules prescribe.

(10)
If a member(s) offers resistance to being removed from the precincts, members of the security services may be called upon to assist with such removal.

(11)
In the event of violence, or a reasonable prospect of violence or serious disruption ensuing in the Chamber as a result of a member(s) resisting removal, the presiding officer may suspend proceedings, and members of the security services may be called upon by the [presiding officer] Speaker to assist with the removal of members from the Chamber and the precincts of Parliament forthwith in terms of Section 4(1) of the Powers, Privileges and Immunities of Parliament and Provincial Legislatures Act No 4 of 2004, or may intervene directly anywhere in the precincts in terms of section 4(2) of the Act when there is immediate danger to the life or safety of any person or damage to any property.

(12)
Whenever a member is physically removed from the Chamber in terms of this Rule, the circumstances of such removal must be referred by the Speaker, within 24 hours, to a multi-party committee for consideration.

(12A)  When entering the Chamber on the instruction of the presiding officer or the Speaker, as applicable – 


(a)
Members of the Parliamentary Protection Services may not be armed; and


(b)
Members of the security services may not be armed, except in 


extraordinary circumstances in terms of security policy.

(13)
The House may approve Standard Operating Procedures (See Appendix C), recommended by the Rules Committee, for the exercise of this function, in particular in relation to the use of the Parliamentary Protection Services and members of the security services for this purpose.

