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The South African Medical Research Council is an organisation that funds and 

conducts medical research.  In further understanding the extent of what this 

prodigious organisation aims to achieve both in South Africa and globally, 

it is easy to believe why the skilled professionals and medical researchers 

who deliver on its mandate can be thought of as being inspired by the core 

of Ubuntu.  

SIGNIFICANT HIGHLIGHTS
• The SAMRC achieved its third consecutive clean audit 

• Published 481 peer reviewed articles with an SAMRC affiliated author 

that was published in an ISI journal

• Published 20 articles in peer reviewed articles with an SAMRC affiliated 

author in the top four journals – NEJM, Lancet, Science & Nature 

• 86 Bursaries, scholarships and fellowships were provided to post-

graduate participants

• 31 technology/invention projects funded during the reporting period

• 101 research grants awarded by the SAMRC during the reporting period 

• SAMRC participated at six national and international stakeholders 

engagements 

• Two Vice-Presidents appointed 

• Promotion of 41 employees to higher job levels across all categories, 

levels, race and gender

• Transformation targets set for all units/divisions

• Annual fraud risk assessment performed as part of the SAMRC’s Fraud 

Prevention Plan Strategy 

GENERAL FINANCIAL REVIEW
• The organization remains financially strong with accumulated reserves of 

R242 124 (R245 892). 

• Revenue for the year showed a small increase of 2.5% to R667 406 

(R651 162).  This consists of an increase in government grants of 7.1% 

to R391 518 (R365 316) and a decrease in contract income of 3.5% to 

R275 888 (R285 847).  

ECONOMIC VIABILITY 
• An increase in funding allocations of 39.8% to R623 892 for 2015/16 has 

been approved by Government through the MTEF process.

• This together with the accumulated reserves of R242 124 and significant 

increases anticipated in grant income, will ensure that the SAMRC will 

continue to operate as a going concern.  
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OTHER HIGHLIGHTS
• The Board approved the new organogram to ensure strategic and 

operational stability

• R100 million attracted by the President & CEO through joint 

collaborations with the Gates Foundation, UKMRC-Newton Fund and 

PATH

• Redesign of the SAMRC’s corporate identity to improve its marketing 

and communication ability 

• More than R37 million committed to cancer research over a period of 

five years at leading South African universities

• Announcement of eight new extramural research units with a fiscal 

commitment of R40 million over a five-year period

• R30 million invested into historically disadvantaged universities under 

the SAMRC Research Capacity Building Fund

South Africa’s burden of disease includes the ten most common causes 

of mortality in the country, which include HIV/AIDS, hypertensive heart 

disease, lower respiratory infections, cerebrovascular disease, tuberculosis, 

diarrhoea diseases, interpersonal violence and road injuries in adults and 

children.  Our country also has two imploding epidemics, of communicable 

and non-communicable diseases.  Another serious cause of death is women 

dying during childbirth.  We are also faced with the fact that the deaths 

of newborns and infants contribute to the increased statistics of death.  

Violence and injury from accidents and fire are also of grave concern. 
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