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INTRODUCTION

The damage of infrastructure through theft and vandalism plunges communities into darkness, disrupts water supply, puts people’s lives at risk, shuts down economic activity and causes the destruction of municipal services.  As SALGA, we therefore welcome the Criminal Matters Amendment Bill which seeks to impose more stringent sentences on individuals convicted of cable and other infrastructure theft and vandalism.  Once passed into legislation, it will go a long way in addressing some of the challenges faced by municipalities in terms of infrastructure theft.

THEFT OF SERVICES

In addition to the theft of infrastructure, municipalities also experience the challenge of illegal use of services due to illegal connections.   The theft of the actual water and electricity also has a debilitating effect on municipal services and finances and ultimately communities. A case in point is a single municipality which reported that there are approximately 100 000 illegal electricity connections in its municipal area that it is aware of.  The electricity losses in the said municipality are in the region of R150 million per year, mostly due to these illegal connections.
Recommendation 1 – Broaden Bill to deal with services

SALGA, therefore proposes that the Criminal Matters Amendment Bill be broadened to deal not only with damage to essential infrastructure, but also to deal with the theft of water and electricity services.  

In this regard we propose that the Bill also addresses “Illegal connections and unlawful use of services”.

FURTHER LEGISLATIVE AMENDMENT: SECOND HAND GOODS ACT, 2009  

Whilst the Criminal Matters Amendment Bill addresses theft of infrastructure, the policing of stolen infrastructure also needs to be strengthened, particularly in terms of the selling of stolen infrastructure.  Municipalities can play a more effective role in this regard.    

Recommendation 2 – Strengthen policing of stolen infrastructure and trade thereof

In order to strengthen the policing of stolen infrastructure and to combat the trade in stolen infrastructure, we propose that the powers granted to the police in terms of the Second Hand Goods Act, 2009 which includes the right to entry, search, seizure and seal-off, be extended to metro police officers and traffic officers.  We propose that the authority granted to police officers in Chapter 8 of the Second Hand Goods Act, 2009 be extended to metro police officers and traffic offers.

