® Eskom

Parliament of the Republic of South Africa

Chairperson of The Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional Services
Hon. M Motshekga, MP

PO Box 15

Cape Town

8000

Email: vramaano@parliament.gov.za

Dear Sir/Madam

Eskom Comments on the Criminal Matters Amendment Bill, 2015 (“the Bill”)

Eskom would like to thank you for granting us the opportunity to comment on the Bill.

Eskom generally supports the aims and objectives of the Bill. We do however have a number of
concerns and recommendations, the detail of which are as follows:

Clause 1: Definitions

We recommend that the definition of “basic services” be amended to delete the words "the
interference with which _may prejudice the livelihood, well-being, daily operations or

economic_activity of the public”. The purpose of this amendment is to ensure that our
burden of proof is less onerous. In other words, in order to benefit from the act, we now
simply need to prove that we provided an energy related service. We would now be able to
rely on the act without having to demonstrate that the interruption of the energy related
service prejudiced the livelihood, well-being, daily operations or economic activity of the
public.

In our view, the definition of “essential infrastructure™” is inadequate as it does not appear
to cater for illegal connections to essential infrastructure. We recommended that the
definition be amended to include the words “or diverting from”. The definition also does not
make reference to measurement devices and dispensing machines. We accordingly
recommend that these devices be added.

We recommend the introduction of electricity theft as new offence. We accordingly
recommend the inclusion of the definition of “Divert”.

Clause 3 (a): Offences relating to essential infrastructure

We recommend the introduction of theft of electricity infrastructure as new offence. We
accordingly recommend the inclusion of the word "steals”.
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i Clause 3 (c): Offences relating to essential infrastructure

We recommend that you specifically deal with electricity theft under this clause. We
accordingly recommend the inclusion of the word (c) diverts from essential infrastructure.

iv. Clause 3 (last paragraph): Offences relating to essential infrastructure

We recommend the introduction of penalties for electricity infrastructure related offences.
We accordingly recommend the inclusion of the words ...... to pay penalties.......

The detailed comments are outlined in the attachment hereto.

Eskom trusts that the input will be received as value adding to the finalisation of the Bill. We are
available if you require any clarity or wish to engage us individually or with other stakeholders.

Yours sincerely

——onm,

Dr. Brian Molefe
Chief Executive Officer (Acti

Date: z/% 7‘/“, .
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