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Attention Mr  V. Ramaano

Portfolio Committee on Justice and Correctional service.

WWW.parliament. gov. za

Criminal matters Amendment Bill (B20-2015)

Thanking you for the opportunity. My submission is directed at the sentences relating to sentences for Substance abuse offenders.

When listening to complaints from anti-drug activist, parents and victims of drug abuse. One complaint that seems to be a major contributor to the scourge of drugs is the Justice system. Activist and parents mostly single mothers are complaining that the police are not doing their job by arresting drug peddlers and decisively with these offenders. The police complain that the justice system does not allow them to deal with those offenders in a debilitating manner. Based on the fact that they have certain rights according to the Law e.g. bail after certain hours of arrest.

I propose amendment to the criminal law amendment act 1997.That regulate the imposition of discretionary minimum sentences. That the law must ensure the minimum sentences to be increased, that any offenders arrested for or related to drug offences.  As peddlers and users including the police to have a minimum sentence of ( 5) five years with additional long sentences based on the merits of the case.

That drug users must be given a minimum of 2 years with a proviso to get help to rehabilitate and do community service for first offenders and minimum 5 years for 2nd and more offenders.

If needed I am available to make verbal presentation to parliament if required to do so. Please  advice the relevant department if this  is directed to the wrong department.
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