Status Report on RAMA Communal Property Association
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Directorate: Communal Property Institutions
184 Jeff Masemola Street, 8th floor South Block, Pretoria 0001
Private Bag X833, Pretoria, 0001
Tel:  (012) 312 8214, Fax: (012) 324 9096
REPORT TO PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND LAND REFORM ON  RAMA COMMUNAL PROPERTY ASSOCIATION
1.
PURPOSE 
To report to the Portfolio Committee on Rural Development and Land Reform (DRDLR) on the progress made in the Rama Communal Property Association (CPA) matter.  
2.
BACKGROUND
Rama community lodged a restitution claim which was settled in 2002. Portion 2 of the farm Wildebeeshoek 309 JR, Akasia, Pretoria North, Gauteng measuring 430,4474ha and Remaining Extent of the farm Kafferskraal 308 JR, Akasia, Pretoria North, Gauteng measuring 323,9503ha in extent were approved for acquisition, as part of that settlement. The Community opted to register a CPA. The approved Section 42D memorandum required the community to register a CPA. Such an entity was duly registered on 23 May 2002.  The land that was approved for transfer to the claimants is approximately 754,4003ha in extent, valued at R15 087 952.  
On 29 April 2015 the Department presented its report on Rama CPA to the portfolio committee subsequent to which further engagements took place between the DRDLR, the Rama CPA members and various other role-players. This report was compiled in line with the Portfolio Committee’s requirement for the DRDLR to report on activities in Rama until their internal problems are resolved. 
3.
DISCUSSION
3.1.
CRIMINAL CASE 

As a result of the killing of an Executive Committee member DRDLR is facilitating meetings between the interim leadership of the CPA and the Hawks. The purpose of those meetings is to assist the members with the preparation of documents proving certain allegations of criminal activities. 
3.2.
CIVIL CASE
On 13 September 2006, Ngubane and Company audited the books of the CPA for the period 2003, 2004 and 2005 and found that there was wasteful and fruitless expenditure. The CPA’s failure to submit its annual report to the Director-General hampers the department’s ability to monitor the extent to which it complies with the provisions of the CPA Act and its constitution.  
The latest exchange of papers happened on 30 June 2015 when the State Attorneys served replying affidavit to the Committee.  According to the State Attorney they are likely to enroll the case on the opposed roll by 15 August 2015.


3.3.
COMPLIANCE WITH CPA ACT

In the last report it was reported that Rama CPA does not fulfill its obligations in relation to reporting requirements. Every registered CPA is required to comply with the provisions of the CPA Act, the Regulations and its Constitution. This includes the requirement for each CPA to annually report to the Director-General on their activities. In terms of the Rama CPA’s constitution the Executive committee holds office for a period of five (5) years. Since the inception of the first elected committee there have been no new elections as required by their CPA’s constitution. Similarly no reports were submitted by the committee to the Director-General, as required by the Act and Regulations. 
Through DRDLR’s intervention the CPA members have agreed to hold their Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 26 September 2015. Prior to the AGM, preparatory activities will be conducted by the CPA members with the support from Provincial Shared Services Centre (PSSC): Gauteng and Communal Prperty Institutions (CPI) Unit in the Department. The prepararatory activities include updating of membership list, further verification of members and compiling the necessary reports for presentation at the AGM.  
3.4.
DEVELOPMENT ON CPA LAND

There are a number of development activities that are taking place on the CPA land which are happening without the involvement of members. A meeting was held with the Tshwane Metro where the DRDLR reported that the people who pass themselves off as Committee members do not actually carry the mandate of the members. 


The Tshwane Metro agreed to put implementation of all development of Rama land on hold until a new committee gets elected.
4.
WAY FORWARD

5.1
After finalisation of the investigations all the people who committed criminal acts will be arrested and charged.

5.2
Through Departmental support a new committee will be elected at an AGM planned for 26 September 2015. Training will be provided to all individuals who get elected.

5.3
The State Attorney has now indicated that he will before the 15 August 2015 apply for a hearing on opposed motion.

5.4
Development of CPA land will resume after the election of a new committee.
Compiled by: Jeff Sebape
Signed_________________________
Director:  Communal Property Institutions
Date: 07 August 2015
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