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1. INTRODUCTION
The Commission or Gender Equality (CGE) is an independent statutory body established in terms of Section 187 of the Constitution. In terms of  its constitutional mandate the CGE is obliged to promote respect for gender equality and the protection, development and attainment of gender equality. In terms of its legal mandate the CGE is expected to evaluate any legislation affecting gender equality or the status of women and to make recommendations to Parliament.  

In terms of the above the CGE is concerned with the lower reporting thresholds contained in Clauses 15 and 19 of the Bill [B2-2015] which has the potential to prejudice women and children. Accordingly, the general recommendations of the CGE are aimed to extend adequate protection to vulnerable women and children.
2. COMMENTS

	No
	Name of Organisation
	Paragraph Number 
	Comments 
	Proposal

	1
	Commission for Gender Equality (CGE) 
Contact : Kamraj@cge.org.za

	1
	This Clause seeks to create a check and balance regarding acting acting positions and the need to make timeous appointments when vacancies arise in the office of a magistrate.
	The clause is supported in its current format.

	2
	
	2
	This relates to a repeal of Section 384.

	

	3
	
	3.1(1)
	This Clause is commendable and is aimed to extend protection to debtors and other consumers who are often exploited by credit providers who levy high interest rates. Unfortunately, the intent and purpose of this proposed amendment is undermined and nullified by the  inclusion of a provision which allows interest to be calculated in terms of an agreement or any other matter. It would serve no purpose to include such broad provisions.
	The deletion of the words  in paragraph 3.1(1) as follows 
...or by an agreement or a trade custom or in any other manner.
The deletion of the above is permissible because the proposed clause allows for a court of law to vary the interest rate.


	4
	
	15 (a) and (b)
	The CGE has the following concerns relating to this proposed Amendment :
(i) The Minister is the Head of the 

      Department and must always   

      remain accountable to the 

      National Assembly and not the  

      DG.

(ii) The reporting obligations in 

             terms of S 65 of the SOA 

             requires the Minister of DOJC 

             to consult with the Minister of 

             Police, Health and the National 

             Director of Public Prosecutions 

             prior to submitting reports to the 

             NA. This is being revised where 
             the DG will simply annex a 

             report in the Annual Report 

             outlining each department’s role 

             and activities.
The abovementioned changes will undermine accountability of the various departments regarding their obligations in the SOA amongst others.
	The CGE proposes an increased reporting obligation by the Minister to the NA where quarterly reports are provided to Parliament by the Minister alternatively the existing reporting obligations should be retained.

	5
	
	19
	The CGE has the following concerns relating to this proposed Amendment :

(i) The Minister is the Head of the 

      Department and must always   

      remain accountable to the 

      National Assembly and not the  

      DG.

(ii) The reporting obligations in 

             terms of S 65 of the SOA 

             requires the Minister of DOJC 

             to consult with the Minister of 

             Police, Health and the National 

             Director of Public Prosecutions 

             prior to submitting reports to the 

             NA. This is being revised where 

             the DG will simply annex a 

             report in the Annual Report 

             outlining each department’s role 

             and activities.

The abovementioned changes will undermine accountability of the various departments regarding their obligations in the SOA amongst others.
	The CGE proposes an increased reporting obligation by the Minister to the NA where quarterly reports are provided to Parliament by the Minister alternatively the existing reporting obligations should be retained


CONCLUSION
The CGE thanks the Committee for the opportunity to comment on the Judicial Matters Amendment Bill [B2 – 2015] and takes this opportunity to wish the committee all the best in its noble endeavours.
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