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House Chairperson/ Chairperson 

Minister for Communications, Honourable Faith Muthambi 

Deputy Minister for Communications, Honourable Stella Ndabeni-Abrahams 

Honourable Members  

Heads of All Entities under the Communications Portfolio 

Ladies and Gentleman 

 

THOBELA!!!! 

 

There are people from Nyanga/Gugulethu sanibonani nonke 

 

It is indeed a great pleasure to speak on the newly allocate Budget Vote 3 of the New 

Communications Department. 

 

We will recall that at the beginning of this 5th Term of Parliament, President Jacob Zuma restructured 

the ICT sector by proclaiming the formation of a new Ministry on Communications. This necessitated 

reconfiguration that resulted into the establishment of the two Departments; namely, (i) 

Communications (ii) Telecommunications and Postal Services in Government. Equally, this 

necessitated the split of the then Communications Portfolio Committee of Parliament into two 

Committees, in accordance to the Portfolio Departments referred to. 

 

Last year’s budget vote was a joint session by the two Portfolio Committees of Communications and 

Telecommunications and Postal Services debated under the Communication budget Vote 27 and 

Government Communication and Information System (GCIS) budget vote 9. 

 

It is therefore an honour, Honourable House Chairperson, to stand in support of the first Budget Vote 

of the newly constituted Department of Communications. 

 

The new Department of Communications took over the following entities: 

 

Film and Publications Board (FPB) which previously reported to the Department of Home Affairs; 

Brand South Africa (BSA), Media Development and Diversity Agency (MDDA) and Government 

Communications and Information System(GCIS) which were all housed in the Presidency, structured 

in various forms. 

The South African Broadcasting Corporation (SABC) and the Independent Communications Authority 

of South Africa (ICASA) are the entities more familiar with this home as they were always housed 

under Communications. 

After 20 years of the democratic dispensation, it became appropriate for government to closely take 

stock and measure the transformation agenda pertaining to the communications sector with all these 

entities being under one umbrella. 

 

We need to remain mindful that the Department plays an important role in implementing outcome 14: 

Nation Building and Social Cohesion.   

 

Minister Muthambi has to be congratulated for working tirelessly in establishing and stabilizing the 

Department, while at the same time, she properly aligned the entities that report to her portfolio. 

 



House Chairperson, Apartheid excluded the majority of South Africans from accessing 

communications services, so fundamental to development. This Committee has a key role in ensuring 

the self-perpetuating impact of apartheid is halted and all South Africans: 

 

must have affordable access to all communications platforms; 

are able to receive and disseminate information and opinion freely and affordably; 

are able to make their voices heard in national debates; 

and are able to do so in the languages of their own choice. 

Ke ka lebaka leno he, Modula-Setulo, hore re le Komiti ena ya Communication, re bonang MDDA, e 

tlamehang ho nka lehato le leholo ho kwala sekgeo seno se hlolehileng ho tsa 

sethekgniki(technology). Ebang re ikemiseditse hore bohle setjhabeng ba kgeme le di nako, 

mosebetsi o` bonahala o` le moholo e`le ka nnete. Ha jwale, Batswadi ba utlwa feela bana ba bua ka 

di-Whatsapp, Youtube, FaceBook, Instagram, jwalo-jwalo; empa bona ba sa tsebe hohang hore ebe 

ke eng tseno. Re a tlameha ho tsamaesana mmoho le setjhaba, re ba tshedise noka ena .Ka ho bua 

jwalo, ke hlalosa hore MDDA etlamehile ho ba maemong a hodimo ho finyella setjhaba ka thuto ya 

tsena tsohle. Motsotsong wa jwale ,MDDA ba bonaha e ba imelwa ke maoto, mme he, batla hloleha 

ho nka ka sekaja. Letona Muthambi, otlamehile he, ho thusa Komiti ena ka ho hleka lelapa leno. 

Jwalo ka thlapi, re tla kopa hore o folofele leraha, ka ha metsi a ptjhele hle mme, oa bona le wena. 

Maloko a mararo a lefapa le ka hodimo(board) a tla hatiswa ke ntlo ya Palamente ha e dula 

haofinyana. 

 

When the Minister and all entities, presented to the Committee their Annual Performance Plans, an 

indication was made that various policy amendments will be submitted to Parliament. We are eagerly 

awaiting that task and will ensure sufficient support to the department as part of our responsibility and 

mandate.  

 

Honourable House Chairperson, 

 

It is important that the Committee prioritizes these legislative amendments as a step towards 

streamlining the work of the Department. 

 

Firstly, these legislative amendments are intended to enable the work of the Department by 

untangling legislative bottlenecks necessitated by the realignment of government. 

 

Secondly, and more importantly, it is so that the Department can develop enabling policies that can 

stimulate a robust, vibrant and competitive communications sector in line with the developmental state 

agenda of the governing Party as outlined in the National Development Plan and the Outcome 

Orientated Priorities. 

 

Honourable House Chairperson 

 

I would like to highlight a few imperatives emanating from the Medium Term Expenditure Framework 

(MTEF) process: 

 

During our oversight visits, SABC was highlighted as a priority programme that required particular 

attention. As members of this Committee, we recognize the importance, the value and permanent role 

the public broadcaster has to play, particularly in the new democratic dispensation. Because of its 

importance, ample time is set aside by the Committee in order to afford SABC a thorough oversight 

exercise in the forthcoming terms. We are committed to ensuring that SABC becomes the public 

broadcaster it is meant to be. 

 

Honourable House Chairperson 



 

 The SABC’s legislative and policy framework that has to be clear of its role, and those of its oversight 

structures, particularly in the unfolding digital environment. 

 

The functions of ICASA has to remain an essential, constitutionally independent mechanism for the 

achievement of universal, affordable access to broadcasting and telecommunications services. This 

should remain so, even under the new digital environment. I commend the outgoing Chairperson of 

Council, Dr Stephen Mncube in his critical role he played, for bringing the regulator to ICASA as it 

currently stands. 

 

The ideal of a developmental state, as articulated in the 2007 Strategy and tactics of the ANC is 

dependent on the capacity of the state to intervene in the economy in the interest of sustainable 

development. It is clear Honourable Members that ICASA as the regulator has to be structured in a 

manner that does not inhibit it from meeting its mandate. 

 

It is important that ICASA introduces new and practical regulatory approaches that allow it to keep 

pace with the evolution of the technological environment it must regulate. 

 

Technology has no national or political boundaries and continues to transform the world as we know 

it. 

 

We remain committed to support ICASA to evolve in order to handle unprecedented challenges that 

go beyond the original regulatory scope, while ensuring that all sections of our society benefit from 

digitisation and have affordable access to ICTs. 

 

Chairperson 

 

A range of factors have caused South Africa to fall behind the digital migration schedule set in 2008. 

Since we are heading towards the deadline of 17 June 2015, we need to ensure that we make up for 

lost time and complete the digital migration process with all due speed. We need to catch up and 

reclaim our status as the most digitally advanced country in Africa and to limit the negative growth and 

development consequences. We can do this by rapidly introducing a comprehensive high-speed 

broadband communications network. 

 

The introduction of a comprehensive high-speed broadband network in our country is dependent on 

the completion of the broadcast digital migration process. It has a potential to contribute to the 

economic growth and development, while contributing to a better life for all South Africans. 

 

Within the communications sector itself, the impact of digital migration will be equally dramatic, with 

literally dozens of new television channels, and over time, radio stations. Both will make it possible, 

and easier, to meet the statutory objectives of the broadcasting sector ensuring a diverse range of 

content is available to different audiences in all languages. 

 

At the same time the finalisation of digital migration will undoubtedly result in broadcasters facing 

more competition from other broadcasting providers. Amongst them, content providers using the 

Internet to distribute content. We need to make sure that South Africans can still have easy and 

affordable access compelling to South African stories, views and perspectives, reflecting South Africa 

and the world from a uniquely South African perspective. Sure Chairperson, on this agenda Brand 

South Africa features in and can play a meaningful role as well. 

 

Honourable House Chairperson 

 



It is important that we acknowledge that the pace of transformation of media in South Africa is very 

slow. 

 

The policies of the governing party in this House, do respect the need for editorial independence in 

South Africa’s media, and recognise that media is not bound to report on - or agree with - everything 

our government does. But they also recognise the need for diversity of opinion and perspective 

required in our media, whether print, broadcasting or internet based. 

 

We need to embark on a national dialogue to achieve a diversity of media perspective that accurately 

reflects the diversity of views in our society, and ensures that events and processes are accurately, 

reliably and fully reported and available, on platforms affordable to all South Africans. 

 

Honourable House Chairperson, 

 

GCIS must also be strengthened so that it becomes the leader that conveys a positive - honest, 

accurate and reliable message of government programmes. 

 

In the light of current changes GCIS is now a schedule 1 department headed by DoC .We will be 

closely watching on this alignment, the ComTask Report’s implementation. Even so, the GCIS 

continues to provide support to Cabinet, clusters of Government Communications, the Presidency and 

the State. 

 

In relation to infrastructural requirements, the GCIS has already deployed a communication system 

that proactively informs and engages the public and operates across all three tiers of government. 

The Gugulethu link is a good practical example.This progress makes me to  agree that surely 

siyaqhuba!! 

 

Protection children from harmful content 

 

Honourable House Chairperson 

 

Throughout the world, technological advances have thrown up new challenges in fulfilling society’s 

responsibility to protect children from harmful and inappropriate media content. The Portfolio 

Committee notes that South Africa needs to assess if there is a need to review and refine existing 

mechanisms. These include the ICASA code for broadcasters, and provisions in place in the Film and 

Publications Board (FPB) Act. 

 

The Committee also notes that FPB is currently considering this issue and hosting public hearings, 

while the Law Reform Commission is also assessing the ongoing relevance of existing laws. The 

Committee is interested in engaging with all South Africans on these issues once the consultation 

processes currently underway are finalised. Much focus should be put on media literacy and public 

education for mechanisms and tools which can be put in place to protect children from exposure to 

harmful and inappropriate content. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to thank members of this Portfolio Committee for their hard work during the 

budget vote process and the staff for providing excellent administrative support to the Committee 

during this process. 

 

Chairperson , I thank you 

_____________________________________________________________________ 



 

Speech by Comrade Dikeledi Tsotetsi ANC (MP) on Communications Budget Vote 3 

 

20 May 2015 

 

Topic: GCIS 

 

Honorable Chairperson 

Minister and Deputy Minister in the Department of Communications 

Honorable Members 

Honored Guests  

Friends and Comrades 

Members of the Media present 

Ladies and gentlemen 

 

Chairperson, I would like to start by announcing that ANC supports the budget. This budget will 

ensure capacity is nurtured in order for GCIS to increase its pace in dissemination of information in 

relation to government business. Sesotho se re, sechaba se senang tsebo sea timela. We say 

knowledge is power and the ANC led government will always exhaust all avenues to empower people 

with skills and knowledge and of course strategies to utilize this knowledge. 

 

GCIS has produced a journal namely Vukuzenzele which includes adverts for jobs. Jobs for all and 

not the Job Reservation Act which discriminated against Black people deliberately creating tension 

between Black people, Coloureds and Indians. Divide and rule that ensured white supremacy. 

However, we are going to be consistent with the Freedom Charter and ensure that South Africa 

belongs to all who live in it Black and White. We believe two wrongs do not make a right. 

 

As we talk service delivery by GCIS and of course, service delivery in general, let us remind the 

people of South Africa that we are dealing with a mess which was done over more than 100 years 

and any normal thinking person will tell you it is practically impossible to undo the mess in only 20 

years, worse, the manufactures of the mess seem not prepared to co-operate with ANC government 

in cleaning the mess. They keep on changing strategies pretending to be born again Christians but 

their actions are the opposite of what they preach. 

 

Bahesong, reatseba South Africa e sentswe ka dilemo- lemo tse fetang legolo, ka hoo ha ho bonolo 

ho lokisa ka dileng wana fela tse 20, empa le lokolohile ho bona le ipelaetsa moo le bonang eka 

reakgesemela. Mmuso oo le ikgeshetseng wale dumella ka ha ele mmuso wa sechaba ka sechaba. 

 

The ANC holds that in the context of the National Democratic Revolution (NDR), the media should 

contribute to the transformation of our country. Building social cohesion and promoting values of a 

caring society are an essential part of the battle of ideas and must underpin and inform the manner in 

which the media operates. The accountability and fairness of reporting are central to the gains of the 

NDR. 

 

Communications is central to the implementation of all the policy priorities of the ANC government. All 

programmes need to be communicated and need platforms of communication. GCIS should be in 

charge of all communication channels and platforms in all government departments and across all 

spheres of government, in order to coordinate information flow to the public. 

 

In view of the advent of digitization and new media, government needs to investigate possible options 

of unmediated government communication systems. The new opportunities provide a paradigm shift 

in government communications. 



 

The GCIS mandate has been since its establishment, to serve as the central communications agency 

of a relatively new democratic government leading the reconstruction and development of post-

apartheid South Africa. A government communication system that mobilises the nation behind the 

National Development Plan, showcases progress and invites South Africans to work together to 

address challenges is critical to the achievement of Vision 2030. 

 

Challenges and strategies to address them 

 

GCIS has had its share of challenges, but timeous interventions have resulted in the achievement of 

the desired positive outcomes. The transformation of the re-established GCIS is still work in progress; 

the advances made so far in fostering a stable communication framework have demonstrated the 

determination to succeed in future. 

 

GCIS has the task of ensuring that the strategic imperatives report is fully implemented, albeit that 

some of programmes were not fully funded. This is ongoing work to establish how these programmes 

could be fully funded.  

Government communication takes place largely at three levels: 

 

Print media, broadcasting and face-to-face engagement with citizens through programmes such as 

the izimbizo and various public participation platforms. 

 

That the media is largely dominated by monopoly players with its ownership and management 

remaining far below prevailing population demographics another form of resisting transformation. 

 

Communication content that is driven by a minority of companies; 

 

The emergence of social media, 

 

Funding of the public broadcaster; 

 

Inadequate performance of public and community broadcasting. 

 

Going forward what has informed the departments strategic plans are governance challenges of state 

owned entities; the delayed digital migration project; and inadequate communication of government 

programmes and plans. 

 

The Department was actively involved in making communication recommendations in the National 

School Nutrition Programme, Repatriation of mortal remains of the Nigeria building collapse in Lagos, 

Operation Phakisa and Nuclear Energy to name a few. 

 

The department produced comprehensive cluster research reports to guide planning and inform 

communication strategies of government communication clusters. They were made available bi-

annually and addressed key cluster-specific outcomes. 

 

During the current Budget Votes Speeches, the media has been covering the events, an indication 

that GCIS enjoys a healthy relations with the media. The same happened during the State of the 

Nation Address ( SONA) the media including broadcast media such as the SABC, ANN7 and e-NCA 

all supported the initiative. 

 

 



Speech by Comrade MD Kekana ANC (MP) on Communications Budget Vote 3 

 

20 May 2015 

 

Thank you chairperson 

Hon Minister Mme Muthambi 

Hon Deputy Minister Mme Ndabeni-Abrahams 

Hon Members 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

I am standing here on behalf of the ANC in this budget vote for communications 

 

Chairperson, we continue to note the efforts of ICASA in helping Government in reducing the costs of 

doing business in South Africa for economic development and job creation purposes. In promoting the 

digital agenda we expect ICASA to accelerate its focus on creating an environment conducive to 

universal broadband provision and digital broadcasting services. 

 

The ANC congratulates ICASA for its impartial monitoring of and reporting on the Broadcasting of the 

National Elections. This regulatory role plays an important part of defending our democracy. We are 

also observing and looking forward to the regulatory response from ICASA to the South Africa 

Connect Broadband policy. Universal access to this national resource remains Key and ICASA has to 

play an important role in assisting with the regulatory support of rolling out broadband to the District 

municipalities as mentioned by the President during the State of the Nation Address. 

 

ICASA`s efforts to contribute to media diversity and its transformation should be encouraged. The 

licensing of new commercial broadcasters should continue as planned so that the reality of plenty of 

channels due to digital migration should be realised and BBBEE principles are observed during this 

licensing process. 

 

Minister, the ANC is encouraged by the work synergies that are beginning to emerge between 

MDDA/ICASA/SENTECH/GCIS and the Department of Communications in supporting Community 

Media and addressing the related challenges. For the past two years, these institutions have been 

going across the 9 provinces addressing the concerns and challenges facing the community media 

sector. 

 

The second decade of existence of the MDDA has started with exciting developments in the media 

industry. The sector is at the advent of the switch-over from analogue to digital, a review of the 

Electronic Communication Act is underway. The MDDA therefore must be more active in the sector, 

playing a stronger lobbying and advocacy role on the many issues facing the community sector. 

 

The MDDA continues to be the largest contributor to enabling access to, control of and management 

of the sector by historically disadvantaged individuals. The last decade saw the MDDA change the 

media landscape quite considerably. Of the estimated 207 community radio stations in existence, 135 

were and some 84 still are funded by the MDDA. More than ever before, all the languages of South 

Africa are being actively used to communicate to and engage with communities. The MDDA has 

invested significantly in the purchase of world class radio equipment, enabling quality productions. 

 

With less than 10 years having passed since first one year licence was granted in South Africa to a 

community TV station, this sector has grown into a resilient industry. The MDDA has supported four 

stations, of which two are still being supported. 

 

Similarly, the community and small commercial print sector has grown significantly in recent years 



with South Africa now boasting more than 200 small publishers, a large proportion of which are 

publishing in an indigenous language. The MDDA has funded in total some 53 community print 

projects, with 26 of these currently being funded, and 93 small commercial print projects, with 31 still 

being funded. The diversification of the community landscape can be largely attributed to this 

investment made by the MDDA. 

 

Chairperson, it is also true that the MDDA also faces formidable challenges. It has not been 

sufficiently proactive in certain areas in responding to the fast paced changes in the media and 

broadcasting landscape. This has impacted negatively on the MDDA`s ability to lead the discussions 

on and champion the necessary for the sector. The organisation has also experienced some 

instability with the change in internal leadership and management. The MDDA recognises and has 

taken ownership of these challenges and, as a result, the organisation is steadily gaining momentum 

in regaining its position as a leader for change and innovation in the sector. 

 

The ANC welcomes the efforts by the Portfolio Committee on Communications that has continuously 

tried to fill the vacancies at the Board of the Media Development and Diversity Agency. We re-iterate 

the importance of integrity, nurturing and the safeguarding of the MDDA that has been facing staff and 

board exodus. 

 

Now that the Board of MDDA will quorate, we encourage them to speedily allocate the much needed 

funding to the community media, especially on their equipment infrastructure and operational capital 

that has assisted many of them to stay afloat. Let it be that what occurred over the last few months at 

MDDA does not happen again. But we are happy that the representatives of industry have forwarded 

their names for the Board to begin operating once officially appointed. 

 

Minister I also want to congratulate the management of the SABC and the board for launching the 

entertainment chanel, SABC enchor and with their healthy capital status. I am appealing to South 

African to pay TV Licence. 

 

Enchor, Siyathokoza Baai dankie. 

 

 

 


