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31 May 2013

Ms Joan Sadie

Registrar: Plant Improvement Act

Directorate: Plant Production

Private Bag X250

Pretoria

0001

Dear Ms Sadie,

GRAIN SA COMMENTS OF DRAFT PLANT IMPROVEMENT BILL
Exemptions regarding certain propagating material
22. The provisions of this Act does not apply with regards to-

(b) the cleaning of propagating material by the producer thereof for own use;

At the Workshop on 23 May it was apparent that some from the seed industry wanted to do away with this exemption. Grain SA is of the point of view that this exemption should be kept. A producer keeps seed back on his own risk and cannot hold any one liable for the quality thereof. If the cleaning of seed is going to be a formalised process it is just going to add more cost to seed. 

Value for cultivation and use 
38. (1) The registrar may, in case where the value for cultivation and use of a variety is doubtful, evaluate that variety as prescribed to determine its value.

It is important for Grain SA that this section stays in the Bill, notwithstanding parties suggesting otherwise. 

Concern in general

According to our information the Agricultural Pest Act is being rewritten to become the Phytosanitary Bill. It is a concern that pests of national concern will not be hosted in the Phytosanitary Bill and that the urgency in which this Bill is being driven might leave pests of national concern without a home.  
Kind Regards,
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MARINDA VISSER

MANAGER: INDUSTRY SERVICES

