
Primary Health Care is still majorly underfunded 

Last year Honourable Speaker, the DA highlighted the meagre allocation of funds to the programme 

for Primary Health Care (PHC) services. If Primary Health Care worked well our country could spend 

much more on treating disease and discovery research. 

The poor and most vulnerable in our society are the ones who still face major inequities in the public 

health sector. 

Programme 4 aims to improve our district health care system; increase access to PHC services; 

administer port health services; improve the management of non-communicable diseases; improve 

access to and quality of mental health care services; attempt to eliminate malaria by 2018; and 

improve SA’s response to influenza. 

In 2014/15 the budget estimate was R93.5 million. For 2015/16 it is just over R225 million, but this is 

most likely because of the addition of a sub-programme of Environmental and Port Health Services 

(with over R130 million for 2015/16 for this sub-programme). 

Certainly allocations in other programmes are also aimed at improving primary healthcare, but this 

programme is still majorly underfunded. 

Honourable Speaker, 

South Africa has the highest overweight and obesity rate in sub-Saharan Africa, yet within this 

programme only R22 525 000 is budgeted for 2015/16 for the sub-programme of Health Promotion 

and Nutrition. 

Studies show that there are likely to be continued increases in the developing world – 62% of the 

world’s obese individuals live in developing countries. 

The increased rates of obesity can – even with aggressive drug therapy – be expected to have 

substantial health effects and lead to an increase of diabetes, osteoarthritis, cancers, and major 

vascular diseases. 

Honourable Speaker, we need to get the basics right: Primary Health Care, Health Promotion and 

Nutrition and a focus on staff shortages, staff attitude, long waiting queues and conditions at our 

clinics countrywide. 



I thank you. 

 

 


