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BACKGROUND

Thembisile Hani, Dr. JS. Moroka (former Kwa-Ndebele Homeland) and Moutse are economically depressed areas. People here rely mainly on Pretoria (Gauteng) for work. They commute daily to and from work. The main mode of transport is Buses, followed by Taxis. The road used is the notorious Moloto R573 road. The road spans about 200 to 250(return trip) to and from Pretoria. The carnages on that road are well documented.

MONOPOLY OPERATION
The main bus operator is Putco. This Company has been operating here since time immemorial. Over the years there has been numerous complains related to the standard of service provided by this company, from buses that are not road worthy to inadequate or poor service. Many commuters have lost their lives due to accidents involving these buses. Up until today the situation remain unchanged.

Commuters find themselves with no alternative but to endure this condition given the fact that the company operate with impunity with no reprieve for the commuters. The only alternative is taxis that are expensive because this sector is unsubsidized.
Our views

1. That this contract be reviewed and scrapped to allow a more competitive environment for other operators.

2. That the government uses its subsidy to empower local operators thus helping to stimulate economic activity within the local transport industry.

3.  That a comprehensive transport model be developed.
We conducted marches and held meetings with the Department of Transport to canvas our views.  These are sequence of events:

· Meeting with the Department (With officials)
Date: 26 JUNE 2014 
· Meeting with the Department (With the Minister)

Date: 26 JUNE 2014 

· March to hand over memoranda

Date: 01 July 2014
· March to hand over memoranda

Date: 27 August 2014

· Meeting with Department

Date: 16February 2015
This is the agreement we reached with the Department.

1. That the review of the contract shall be conducted

2. That we shall have access to the contract 

3. That the review shall be conducted within Three months

4. That the contract will expire by March 2015 and shall not be renewed in its current state.
5. That we shall be kept informed on progress
Progress on these agreements

1. The Dateline for the review has lapsed
2. Up to now we have not viewed or seen the contract
3. Whether the contract will continue in its current form is unknown
We eventually demanded the status report from the department on 16 February 2015. The report is attached.

There seem to be no sense urgency or willingness from the side of government to address these issues.  
MOLOTO ROAD (R573)
This road is under three provincial administrations, Gauteng, Mpumalanga and Limpopo. This has proved to be a challenge when it comes to road maintenance. According to the study conducted by SANRAL the volume of traffic in this road is comparable to that of N1. This has necessitated the need for this road to be expanded. 

Our views
Our view is that to address the challenge of congestion and accidents on this road, expansions are necessary. We also believe that to address the question of maintenance, this road must be declared a Nation road and therefore fall under National department. Here the Department is in agreement with the TCSC.

This is the agreement with government:

1. Road shall be handed over to SANRAL
2. Road shall not be tolled
3. Road shall be expanded
We have received with much appreciation the Announcement by the Finance Minister of 1.1 Billion budgeted for this purpose. However we are saddened by news that the process of handing over the road to SANRAL has not commenced or finalized. We cannot stress urgency thereof.
MOLOTO RAIL CORIDOR 

Over the years numerous feasibility studies have been conducted to assess the viability of rail in this area. Millions of rands have been spend for this exercise. The sad part is that these studies are conducted after every time a fatally terrible accident happened.  However all studies have made the case for this mode of transport.
But sadly this project has never seen the light of the day. This development was envisaged since 1998.since then we have seen developments like Gautrain and many others take priority above this one. The Minister made an announcement on the implementation of the project, off which we commend. However without the budget this project remains as elusive as ever.  
Having said that this is an economically depressed area, we view this project as having the potential to simulate economic development and provide lot of people with much needed employment. But the government seemed to have developed a skill to raise the hopes the people and then shatter those hopes again. Vague commitments are made, but those commitments are seem to be designed to pacify the community in to a lull.   
Expectation to Portfolio Committee 
TCSC is putting the hope to the Portfolio Committee on Transport to act and make the investigation on this project as is the matter long pending expectation from the community of former KwaNdebele areas in Mpumalanga and in Moutse in Limpopo. 
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