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CHAPTER 9

[STATEMENTS BY CABINET MEMBERS AND ASSEMBLY MEMBERS]

MEMBERS' STATEMENTS AND EXECUTIVE STATEMENTS

105.
Statements by members

(1) A member, other than the Deputy President, a Minister or a Deputy Minister, may be recognised by the presiding officer to make a statement on any matter for not more than one and a half minutes.

(2) Members of each party are entitled to make a number of statements, minority parties being given an opportunity to participate in a manner consistent with democracy.

(3) If a member, for whatever reason, during the sequence of proceedings, fails to utilise the opportunity to make a statement, the party to which that member belongs forfeits that opportunity.

(4) The number of members' statements on any day and the sequence of party participation must be [Members of the various parties must be recognised in the order] determined by the Rules Committee.

(5) [The process in Subrule (4) must continue until statements by members are exhausted or [fourteen] fifteen statements have been made, whichever occurs first.]

(6) At the conclusion of statements by members, a Minister present may be given an opportunity to respond, for not more than two minutes, to any statement directed to that Minister or made in respect of that Minister’s portfolio.

(7) In the absence of a Minister who may respond to a statement as envisaged in Subrule (6), the relevant Deputy Minister or any other Minister must be given an opportunity to respond on behalf of the absent Minister. 

(8) [Ministerial responses must be taken in the following order of preference:

Minister as envisaged in Subrule (6), the relevant Deputy Minister, or a Minister responding on behalf of the absent Minister.]

[Option: Retain the original wording of Subrules (7) and (8) and specifically direct the Speaker in the Rules to ensure that different Ministers get an opportunity to respond to relevant statements.]  

(9) [A maximum of five Ministers may be given an opportunity to respond to members’ statements.] The number of permissible ministerial responses to members' statements must be determined by the Rules Committee.

(10) Statements are taken on Tuesdays and Thursdays, [and Fridays when the Assembly sits on a Friday,] unless the Programme Committee in respect of a particular day or days determines otherwise.

(11) A member’s statement may not be responded to more than once.

(12) The rules of debate apply to members’ statements and ministerial responses.

[Note: The subrules will have to be renumbered once they have been agreed to, and references to subrules within the rules will have to be adjusted.]

106.
Executive statements

(1) A Cabinet member may request the Speaker for an opportunity for that Cabinet member or the  relevant Deputy Minister on behalf of that Cabinet member to make a factual or policy statement relating to government policy, any executive action or other similar matter of which the [Assembly] House should be informed.

(2) The time allotted to a Cabinet member making an executive statement in terms of Subrule (1) may not exceed 20 minutes, except with the consent of the [Assembly] House.

(3) Whenever possible, a copy of an executive statement must be delivered to the leader of each party, or that leader’s representative, at or before the time the statement is made in the [Assembly] House.

[Option: Provide that the Minister must make copies available to parties at least at the time when the statement is made.]

(4) After any executive statement has been made, the Cabinet member concerned [must] may[, if applicable,] table [a compendium of background information] relevant supporting papers.

(5) Following any executive statement, a member or members of each of the parties represented in the House may comment on the executive statement, the time allocated to each party for that purpose and the sequence for party comments to be determined by the Rules Committee. [for not more than three minutes per party, commencing with the [official] largest opposition party and followed by other parties in the order of the size of their membership in the Assembly.]

[Note:
It was agreed that the three minutes allocated in Subrule 5 must be reviewed by the Rules Committee especially in light of increase in the global time for smaller parties to no less than 3 minutes. Further note that according to Procedural Developments in the National Assembly Item 6, Issue 7, a practice has developed for the House to adopt a resolution with altered times for parties on each occasion of a ministerial statement.]

(6) Party responses as envisaged in Subrule 5 may be postponed by agreement between the majority of parties represented in the House or by motion without notice in the House to a later date as determined by the Programme Committee.

(7) At the conclusion of party responses the responsible Cabinet member or Deputy Minister must be given two minutes to reply.

