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CHAPTER 8

DISCUSSION OF URGENT MATTERS OF NATIONAL PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

103.
Urgent [M]matter of national public importance

(1) A private member may request the Speaker in writing to [place] schedule without delay an urgent matter of national public importance [on the Order Paper] for discussion by the House.

[Note: It was agreed that “private member” must be defined in the definitions Rule, and for purposes of this rule must include committee chairpersons, House Chairpersons and the Deputy Speaker. The definition has been drafted accordingly.]

(2) In submitting the request, the member must motivate why the matter is of so urgent a nature that it should be dealt with in terms of this Rule.

(3)       In granting such a request, depending on the urgency of the matter the Speaker may at his or her discretion - 

(a) if, on a sitting day, the request is received at least an hour before the appointed time of the sitting, schedule the discussion for the same day;

(b) if the House is not programmed to meet at an early date that will accommodate the urgency of the matter, convene a special sitting of the House for the discussion; or

(c) schedule the matter for discussion at the earliest opportunity.

(4) If the Speaker grants the request, he or she must without delay inform the House, the Leader of Government Business and the responsible Minister of the date and time set for the discussion.

[ (2) The member [shall] must make the request to the Speaker before the adjournment of [this] the House on the previous sitting day.]

(5) [(3)] Such a discussion [shall] may not exceed the time allocated for it by the Speaker after consultation with the Leader of [the House] Government Business and the Chief Whip.

(6) [(4) If 15 minutes before the expiration of the allocated time a member other than the responsible Minister is speaking, the presiding officer shall interrupt such member and shall ascertain from the Minister whether or not he or she wishes to reply.] In the absence of the responsible Minister, any other member of the Executive may respond to the discussion on that Minister's behalf, provided that, at the Speaker's discretion, the discussion may proceed even if no member of the Executive is available to respond.

(7) There may only be one discussion in terms of this Rule on a sitting day, and if the Speaker receives more than one request, he or she must decide which matter is more urgent or important.

(8) [(5)(a)
Questions of privilege may not be discussed under this Rule.

(b)] In exercising his or her discretion the Speaker must apply the following criteria: 

(a)
Matters already discussed by [this] the House during the same annual session may not be discussed under this Rule;

[Note: In the context of paragraphs (b), (c) and (e), consider deleting paragraph (a).]   

(b)        The matter must be raised at the earliest opportunity;

(c)
The matter must be -

(i) of so serious a nature that it requires urgent attention, or

(ii) of sufficient immediate public importance to warrant it taking precedence over other programmed business;

(d)
The request must deal with a matter of national importance for which the Government can be held responsible, or that falls within the scope of ministerial action;

(e)       The subject must relate to a specific matter of recent occurrence, and not to a general state of affairs or to a matter of policy;

(f)
The matter must be defined and specific;

(g)
The request must deal with only one substantive matter;

(h)
The request will not be granted if the matter can be considered by some other means in the near future; and

(i)
The sub judice rule (Rule 67) applies to such a discussion.

104.
Withdrawal of scheduled discussion on matter of public importance

The member who requested the discussion may request the Speaker to withdraw the scheduled discussion, provided that sufficient notice of such withdrawal is given.

[Note: It was agreed that such a scheduled discussion should not be withdrawn other than in exceptional circumstances.]

[104.
Matter of urgent public importance

(1) A private member may on any sitting day request the Speaker in writing to allow a matter of urgent public importance to be discussed by [this] the House on the same day.

(2) The request [shall] must be made to the Speaker before 12:00 on a sitting day[s] on which [this] the House [sits at 14:15] meets at 14:00 or at least one hour prior to an earlier or later time appointed for a sitting.

(3) If the Speaker grants the request, the presiding officer [shall] must announce it in the House, and [debate on] discussion of the matter [shall] must stand over until the time appointed by the presiding officer.

(4) Such discussion [shall] may not exceed the time allocated for it by the Speaker after consultation with the Leader of [the House] Government Business.

(5) [If 15 minutes before the expiration of the allocated time a member other than the responsible Minister is speaking, the presiding officer shall interrupt such member and shall ascertain from the Minister whether or not he or she wishes to reply.] In the absence of the responsible Minister, any other member of the Executive may respond to the discussion on that Minister's behalf, provided that at the Speaker's discretion the discussion may proceed even if no member of the Executive is available to respond.

(6) [(a)
Questions of privilege may not be discussed under this Rule.

(b)
Matters already discussed by this House during the same session may not be discussed under this Rule.] In exercising his or her discretion, the Speaker must apply the following criteria –

(a)        Matters already discussed by the House during the same annual session may not be discussed under this Rule;

(b)
The matter must be of so serious a nature that it requires immediate attention;

(c)
The subject must relate to a specific matter of recent occurrence, and not to a general state of affairs or to a matter of policy;

(d)
The request must deal with only one substantive matter;

(e)
The request will not be granted if the matter can be considered by some other means in the near future;

(f)
The request must concern a matter for which the Government can be held responsible or that falls within the scope of ministerial action;

(g)
The matter must be raised at the earliest opportunity; and

(h)
The sub judice rule (Rule 67) applies to such a discussion.

(7) The rule of anticipation (Rule 68) [shall] does not apply during such a [debate] discussion.

(8) [Not more than one matter shall be discussed on the same day under this Rule] There may only be one discussion in terms of this Rule on a sitting day, and if the Speaker receives more than one request, he or she must decide which matter is more urgent or important.

[Note: Wording of subrule 8 taken from Gauteng Legislature Standing Rules]

(9) If the Speaker grants the request, he or she must without delay inform the Leader of Government Business and the responsible Minister accordingly .

104A.
Withdrawal of debate on matter of urgent public importance

The member who requested the discussion may withdraw it by notice to the presiding officer at any time before its commencement.]

[Note: The original Rule 104 and the amended draft versions of Rule 104 and 104A are deleted, as Rules 103 and 104 have been merged as requested by the Task Team.]

