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1. GENERAL OVERVIEW
DAFF has developed the National Extension and Advisory Services Policy which is undergoing intergovernmental approval processes. The goal of the policy is to ensure that all actors in the agriculture, forestry  and fisheries value chains (from producers to processors) enjoy equitable and optimum access to knowledge and skills, and have the capacity to explore opportunities’  for the advancement of their enterprises and livelihoods.
The policy has been developed through an extensive consultation process involving public, private and civil society actors across the nine provinces of South Africa. It commits South Africa to delivering and maintaining a pluralistic, harmonised and co-ordinated extension service for agriculture, forestry and fisheries sectors that operate on a common set of principles and values, which responds to the needs, aspirations, opportunities and other circumstances of the many actors in the respective value chains. The policy on Extension and Advisory Services is vehicle towards making effective contribution on national efforts of poverty eradication; and food and nutrition security for all. 

The implementation process of the policy will be through National, Provincial and District forums. DAFF will provide support to the Provincial Departments of Agriculture to establish provincial and district extension forums thus ensuring provincially integrated service delivery. This approach will bring together all extension and advisory service providers in a coherent geographic grouping, together with representatives of agriculture, forestry and fisheries producers. The forums will (i) articulate priorities, (ii) outline the co-ordination of planning and action with regard to the provision of extension and advisory services in the designated geographic area, and (iii) help local interest groups secure advice and support from higher levels. 
The establishment of these forums and their consultative agendas will not necessarily be uniform, but will be created based on experience and learning from the ground. Provincial Departments of Agriculture should coordinate (through extension forums) the various types of service providers aligning them with the community institutions. Existing structures, such as producer organisations and/or commodity groups should be consulted and partner with Government structures (local and district municipalities) to act as overarching forums that takes responsibility for development initiatives and commissioning projects. Flexibility and adaptation to meet situation specific circumstances is important. This is coordinated with the understanding that not all community and/or producer challenges can be resolved by Extension Practitioners. Extension Practitioners act as facilitators in building partnerships with private sector, research, district and local municipalities, producer organisations, markets (inputs and outputs) and credit institutions to address producer problems.
2. STATUS ON PROGRESS
National Extension and Advisory Services Policy as well as its Implementation Plan were tabled at MinTech on the 09 of July 2014. The resolution of MinTech was for the Policy document and Implementation Plan to be forwarded to all HODs and Public Entity CEO's for comments and inputs. The Policy and Implementation Plan were sent to HOD's and CEO's on the 22 July 2014. HOD's and CEO's were given a grace period until 11 August 2014 for submission of their comments and inputs. These were incorporated in the policy document on the 24 August 2014. 

The Policy document and its Implementation Plan were recommended by MINTECH at a meeting held on 11 September 2014, to be tabled at next MINMEC meeting. Policy and Implementation Plan were tabled at MINMEC meeting on the 26 September 2014. MINMEC approved the policy and further requested Provinces to consider the implications of the approval in line with the Implementation Plan. The goal of the policy is to ensure that all actors in the agriculture, forestry  and fisheries value chains (from producers to processors) enjoy equitable and optimum access to knowledge and skills, and have the capacity to explore opportunities’  for the advancement of their enterprises and livelihoods.
The National Extension and Advisory Services Policy and Implementation Plan will further undergo Intergovernmental Cabinet Clusters for consultation and approval processes before it is tabled at Cabinet for approval.
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