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Introduction

(1)
All motions, in principle, require notice. Members and parties should never be taken by surprise by being required to take a formal decision on any issue without having been given the time properly to consider the proposal in advance.

(2)
That being the case, however, it is recognised that the House has to retain some flexibility. Provision is therefore made for instances when it could become necessary to entertain a motion for decision without there having been an opportunity for advance notice. However, the unanimous concurrence of members on waiving notice is a basic point of departure.
(3)
Motions for such exceptional circumstances fall into three broad categories:

(a) Technical motions relating to practical matters of House business, such as postponing an item on the Order Paper, etc (as in Rule 97(a) to (e));

(b) ceremonial motions presented for immediate decision in response to an unforeseen event, such as condolence motions, congratulatory motions, etc; and

(c) motions on unspecified or unforeseen eventualities for which all members agree to waive the notice requirement to enable the House to respond to a particular matter immediately.

(4)
Technical motions usually follow after some consultation among parties, while the assumption is that a ceremonial motion may be moved without notice as it is general in nature and neutral from a party-political perspective. On rare occasions a motion can be of such importance or magnitude that it is in the national interest for the House to take an immediate decision and all members then recognise the need to dispense with notice.

Guidelines for motions without notice
(1)
Rule 97(g) provides that every motion requires (prior) notice, except a motion in regard to which notice is dispensed with by the unanimous concurrence of all members present.
(2)
A motion that would otherwise require notice may be moved without notice, provided not a single member present objects to it being moved.
(3)
Motions without notice are intended, among other things, to allow the House to express a collective view on specific issues. Such motions should therefore be congenial and general in nature, not party political. 
(4)
Motions without notice are moved when the presiding officer calls for them in terms of Rule 29, usually close to the start of the day’s sitting.
(5)
To facilitate the unanimous concurrence required, members or parties are encouraged to circulate to other parties and procedural staff, before noon on that particular sitting day, the motions they intend to move without notice. 
(6)
When circulated, parties may indicate their objection to a motion for consideration of the member concerned.
(7)
When motions without notice are called for, the presiding officer will allow a member to read the motion and then ask whether there are objections to the motion being moved without notice. If there is concurrence that notice can be dispensed with, the presiding officer will put the motion for the decision of the House. 

Option 1:

The question is put as follows by the presiding officer:

Are there any objections to the motion being moved without notice?
If there are any objections at this point, the House cannot continue with the motion and it may be converted to a notice of motion (by the delivery of a signed copy to the Table).
However, if there are no objections, the presiding officer will continue:

Are there any objections to the motion?

If there are no objections, the presiding officer says:

No objections. Agreed to.

If there are objections to the motion, the question will be put in full.
Option 2:
The question is put as follows by the presiding officer:

If there are no objections, I put the motion.
[“Objections” in this case refers to both the question of moving the motion without notice and the actual content of the motion. Members who want to object to either, must indicate their objection at this point.]

If there are no objections, the presiding officer will say: 
No objections. Agreed to.
[If there are objections, the presiding officer will determine from the member what he/she is objecting to.]

If the objection is to the motion being moved, the House cannot continue with the motion and it may be converted to a notice of motion (by the delivery of a signed copy to the Table).
If the objection is to the content of the motion, the presiding officer will continue to put the question in full.
(8)
A motion requiring a decision of the House –
(a) must comply with the Constitution, the law and the Rules, particularly the Rules of Debate, 
(b) must deal with only one substantive matter,

(c) must consist of a clear and succinct proposed resolution or order of the House,

(d) must not contain statements, quotations, arguments or other matters not strictly necessary to make the proposed resolution or order intelligible,

(e) may not be the same in substance as a draft resolution that has been approved or rejected during the same session,

(f) may not contain unbecoming or offensive expressions,

(g) may not issue an instruction to the Executive,

(h) should observe the principles of co-operative government (Chapter 3 of the Constitution), and

(i) must be handed to the Table immediately after the motion has been moved and agreed to in order to comply with Rule 98 (a signed written copy).

(9)
Once agreed, motions without notice are published in the Minutes of Proceedings of the National Assembly. They are resolutions of the House and, where applicable, are communicated to the affected persons or bodies under the signature of the Speaker.

(10)
Other types of motions that do not require notice in terms of Rule 97 are motions –

(a) to amend a draft resolution;

(b) to raise a point of order or a question of privilege;

(c) for the postponement or discharge of, or to give precedence to, an order of the day;

(d) to refer a bill to a committee; or

(e) to propose a decision on the report of a committee immediately after the debate on the report has been concluded.
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