TUESDAY, 21 OCTOBER 2014

HEARING BEFORE THE POWERS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES COMMITTEE OF PARLIAMENT, IN THE MATTER BETWEEN THE PARLIAMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA AND MR N F SHIVAMBU (MP) AND 19 OTHER MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT COMMITTEE ROOM E249
________
The committee met at 17:00.
The
 CHAIRPERSON OF THE POWERS AND PRIVILEGES COMMITTEE (Mr B L Mashile): Hon members, welcome to the hearing today. As we adjourned yesterday we agreed that we would reconvene today at 5pm for the purposes of receiving evidence from the Chief Whip of the DA. He could not do so yesterday owing to other matters that he was attending to, which were seriously important outside Parliament. 

Also, I just need to indicate that we need to thank the hon Chief Whip for having made time to come today at this particular time, so that he could assist us to close the specific gaps that we have identified in gathering the evidence in relation to the matter that has been referred to ourselves and to inquire and report back to Parliament.

Hon members, I have received a note here, an apology, in this meeting from the hon Mncwango. He is not going to be with us. I hope that the other members who I have not received any apology from are still coming; that they are still on their way. This is because I am not seeing the member of the EFF. I am not seeing the hon Mdakane. Yes ... and then ... unless there are other notices of apologies so that we will hear what is happening.

Mr
 M S BOOI: Hon Mdakane had an emergency. He had to go to Jo’burg today.

The
 CHAIRPERSON OF THE POWERS AND PRIVILEGES COMMITTEE (Mr B L Mashile): Okay. The hon Mdakane is not with us as well. Is that the only apology that we have? Yes? Okay. Then let’s hope that the hon Twala is on his way to come in and assist us. Also, I think, we need to thank the availability of the hon Lotriet, because yesterday I had an understanding that she may not be with us because of another engagement. The situation that arose has actually helped us to enjoy her presence in this hearing today – to assist us to do our work.

Hon members, over and above that, I don’t have any other thing, other than to recognise Mr Van Voore to proceed with his good work that he has been displaying since we started this process in assisting us to do our work. Mr Van Voore, you are recognised.

Mr
 R VAN VOORE: Thank you, Mr Chairman. The next witness is the hon John Steenhuisen, the Chief Whip of the Opposition. Mr Steenhuisen, as you have already recorded, was invited to the committee to come and assist it. I propose at this time, Mr Chairman, that Mr Steenhuisen be sworn in.
The
 CHAIRPERSON OF THE POWERS AND PRIVILEGES COMMITTEE (Mr B L Mashile): Thank you very much for having called the witness to come to the desk. Hon members, Rule 138 of the Assembly Rules requires me, prior to any witness giving evidence, to inform him as follows: “Please be informed that by law you are required to answer fully and satisfactorily all the questions lawfully put to you, or to produce any document that you are required to produce in connection with the subject matter of the inquiry, notwithstanding that the answer or document could incriminate you or expose you to criminal or civil proceedings, or damages. You are, however, protected in that the evidence given under oath or affirmation before the House or committee may not be used against you in any court or place outside Parliament, except in criminal proceedings concerning a charge of perjury or a charge relating to the evidence or documents required in these proceedings.”

Hon Steenhuisen, do you have any objection to taking an oath or making an affirmation?

The
 CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: No, Chairperson. 
The
 CHAIRPERSON OF THE POWERS AND PRIVILEGES COMMITTEE (Mr B L Mashile): Could you indicate to me whether you want to take an oath or make an affirmation?

The
 LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION: I will take the oath, Chairperson.

The
 CHAIRPERSON: Thank you very much. And then you will say the following: “I swear that the testimony or evidence I am going to give is the truth and only the truth, so help me God.”

The LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION: I swear that the testimony or evidence I am going to give is the truth and only the truth, so help me God.

The CHAIRPERSON OF THE POWERS AND PRIVILEGES COMMITTEE (Mr B L Mashile): Thank you very much for taking the oath. Now I revert back to you, Mr Van Voore, to proceed. You may proceed.

The INITIATOR (Mr R van Voore)
: Thank you, Chairperson. Good afternoon, Mr Steenhuisen. Thank you for your attendance here this afternoon. As you are aware, the committee is inquiring into events which took place in the Chamber of the National Assembly on the afternoon of 21 August 2014, and during that session described on the Order Paper as Questions for Oral Reply – Oral Reply, that is, by the President of the Republic.

There are a number of issues which I will canvass with you. Following that, the members of the Powers and Privileges committee will also have an opportunity to engage you in a debate/discussion. They will solicit answers to questions or, indeed, comment.

To begin with: just to confirm that you were indeed in the Chamber on the afternoon of 21 August 2014?
The
 LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION: That is correct, sir.
The INITIATOR (Mr R van Voore)
: And your presence there – just to get the formalities out of the way – was as a member of the National Assembly and indeed as the Chief Whip of the Opposition?

The
 LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION: That is correct.
The INITIATOR (Mr R van Voore)
: Now, the committee has already heard evidence that at some point the Speaker called for the suspension of the House, and there was a shorter period of suspension. The Speaker initially said that it would be for three minutes; as it turned out, that was in fact for seven minutes. And then there was a subsequent suspension, which was for quite a bit longer. The committee is interested to hear from you, because one of the witnesses – indeed, the first witness – talked about an engagement that the Chief Whips had on that day. Maybe just to start: Were you in the House when the Speaker announced the first occasion that she was suspending the House for three minutes?
The
 CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: I was.
The INITIATOR (Mr R van Voore)
: And then it turned out that the Speaker came back into the Chamber and announced a further suspension. The committee members have already heard evidence and it is in the Hansard - the Speaker introduced that further suspension by saying that it was so that our security can assist us in having the hon ... or the members of the EFF leave the Chamber. The committee has heard that a meeting of Chief Whips took place. Could you just describe what led to that meeting and whether you were at the meeting? If indeed you were at the meeting, could you describe in some detail what took place in that meeting? 
The
 CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Sure. Thank you very much, and thanks to the committee for accommodating me, given the circumstances of yesterday. During the second adjournment most of the members of the House had spilt out of the various doors and were obviously outside the Chamber, and obviously taking a keen interest in what was going on in the Chamber.

Quite a little way into that second adjournment, the Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party approached me in the corridor adjacent to the Chamber and requested me to try to ... [Inaudible.] ... find other Chief Whips, but that we were going to convene in a boardroom a little bit further down the passage, which is known as the Chief Whips’ Boardroom, and that we would convene there.

We then adjourned to the Chief Whips’ Boardroom. Obviously, everyone was very agitated and tensions were high and people were very excited about what had happened. There ensued a discussion in that Chief Whips’ Boardroom around what was going to happen next. It was very unclear, and there was very little coherence in terms of what was going to happen. But, certainly, a number of members expressed their views on what had happened. I know that some of the other members expressed disdain for the behaviour and what had happened in the House, that it was unacceptable and that we couldn’t carry on like this. There were a number of discussions around that. 

Thereafter, I left that meeting under the impression that we had made the decision that in order to allow the security services to perform their functions, as prescribed, they would want members of parties to retreat from the building and go back to our offices, whereafter we would be called if necessary. The reasons given for that was that if there were to be any activity that took place around the security service dealing with it, they didn’t want members in the way. There was an opportunity, obviously, that members could get hurt.

So, I then made my way from that meeting, and started to gather my members in the various corridors and to start passing on the instruction. A little way into that – I would say about three or four minutes into that task, I can’t remember - either bells were rung, but members started to filter back into the House. At that stage, I was confused about what was happening because my understanding was that we were to withdraw from the precincts, go back to our offices and would be called back at a later stage if necessary. I then re-entered the Chamber with a number of my members to ... other members filtering in.

After a brief while, I crossed the centre of the floor to seek clarity from members of the ANC that were on the other side, most notably Mr Mthembu and others, who were congregated on the other side. I asked them, “What’s happening now?” because this is not what we had agreed on. Whereafter I was informed that what was going to happen was that the Speaker was going to return to the House and there would an adjournment of the proceedings for the day. And that was what was going to happen.

There was an engagement with a number of us there and ... and that’s where it sort of ends there. Obviously, there was a discussion between myself and Mr Maimane and other members of my party. Around then Mr Maimane had expressed his grave concern about the security presence or the security service coming into the Chamber to deal with the situation. He expressed that very strongly to me and to other members around there.

Thereafter the Speaker entered the House and moved to the podium and to assume her seat. We were then told that everyone must just go and sit down and the Speaker would then take things from there. I think the rest is a matter of record. The Speaker then called the House to order and adjourned the proceedings for the day.

T
he INITIATOR (Mr R van Voore): As far as you are aware, were the members of the EFF in fact removed forcibly, after the House was adjourned?

The
 CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: No, they were not. My understanding is that - and, certainly, my experience was that – once the House was adjourned, everyone left the Chamber. A little while after that, I think there was a move into the public area, the paved area immediately between the Poorthuis and the Marks Building, as people made their way back, and I know that, because there were a lot of people there, and there was some, you know, a lot of activity taking place there while we were making our way back into the Marks Building.

We ... and I don’t know the exact proceedings of, you know, what happened immediately afterwards, because immediately, once the Speaker adjourned the proceedings for the day, we had a brief caucus interaction in the Chamber. We then departed from the Chamber and actually came into this room, E249, where we had a brief caucus meeting and discussion, and then, we then left this and went back in. At that stage, there was still a lot of activity taking place, but it certainly, from my knowledge, there was no forcible ejection from anybody from the Chamber on that day.

T
he INITIATOR (Mr R Van Voore): Thank you. I think it’s probably appropriate, Mr Steenhuisen, that I ask – and I’ve done this, also with other witnesses who have come to assist the committee, in particular, the Deputy Chief Whip, Ms Dlakude. There is a brief clip of the footage that I’d like you to view, and maybe just, if you could talk the committee through that. Mr Adonis will assist us in this. It is that part of the video footage which starts at 23:35, 23:35, up to and including 25:40.

V
ideo footage viewed.

The
 CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: That clip there particularly captures the period after I had come back into the House, noticing that ... you would notice that a lot of the executive and other members had started to filter in, and so, I had come in to find out what was going on and you would see, we were standing next to the bench of the President, which is on the majority party side, where I had crossed the floor to establish, you know, what was going on now, because, you know, it looked like we were filtering back in the House.

I’m not sure if the bells had been rung or we had been instructed to move back into the House. Whilst there, you can see hon Jackson Mthembu approach me and, you know, he says, “Look! Look! There’s ...” I don’t know, I think the words are “a change in plan. This is what’s going to happen now.”

There had also been an executive and ... a meeting, that I presume had been taking place behind the Speaker’s chair, which then moved into the Chamber. You will see Mr Mthembu then moves back. Hon Mthembu moves back into that huddle and then both him and the hon Dlakude both return to confirm, no, what’s actually going to happen now is that everyone must take their seats, and the Speaker is going to adjourn for the day and then, you know, the matter will be dealt with after that.

And again, you can see, you know, what I was sharing with hon Maimane was that what we had agreed in the Chief Whips’ meeting there was that the precinct would be cleared, and that the police would then, obviously, you know deal – or whoever it was, was going to deal with what was going to happen there. But we had been instructed originally to get our members back to their offices and off the precinct. But that, by that stage, the plans had clearly changed, and that was what the hon Mthembu rushed to inform me of, and then came back with the Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party and himself to say, Well, okay, no, this is actually what we ... going to happen now, the Speaker’s going to recall, reconvene the House and then we will adjourn from there.

The INITIATOR (Mr R van Voore): Thank you, Mr Steenhuisen. Other than what you’ve already shared with the committee, is there anything else that you think important to share with the committee, or that they should be informed of?

 

The CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Just to say that, I mean, obviously, it was a very difficult situation because of the confusion that prevailed, and there was no co-ordination or, you know, structure. The meeting that was convened in the Chief Whip’s office was clearly completely separate to another meeting that was being convened by the Speaker. And obviously, I believe that if that had been a joint meeting, if all the Chief Whips had been called together to a meeting with the Speaker, I think we could probably have, you know, dealt with the situation a lot more comprehensively.

 

But there was a great deal of confusion. I don’t think that the presiding officers knew quite what to do. It was certainly a new concept for members who had been in Parliament before. It’s nothing we have ever seen before - unprecedented – and I think it was ... the parliamentary officials themselves were at ... in confusion about what actually needed to take place, probably because this has not really happened in Parliament before.

 

So, I don’t think it’s anything we were prepared for, and that there was a co-ordinated, go-to plan should X occur. And I think that’s ... it’s evidenced by the various, different huddles that were taking place, and I think the mixed messages about, you know, how we were going to proceed, which was clearly evident from the video clips, I would imagine.

 

The INITIATOR (Mr R van Voore): Thank you, Mr Steenhuisen. Mr Chairman, at this time – and the members of your committee – I have no further questions for Mr Steenhuisen. I am sure the members would value an opportunity to engage.

 

The CHAIRPERSON OF THE POWERS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES COMMITTEE (Mr B L Mashile): Thank you very much, Mr Van Voore, and also to thank hon Steenhuisen for responding to the questions that you have put to him. And I think, up to now, what ... your responses will really assist us in moving forward.

 

Hon members, I think ... you now have an opportunity if there is any question of clarity, or whatever, that you may require from the Chief Whip of the DA in relation to the evidence that has been led and that you require to close the gaps on. Hon Lotriet?







Dr
 A LOTRIET: Thank you, Chairperson, through you... Hon Steenhuizen, in the Hansard that we have, it is recorded that when the Speaker suspended the House for the last time, she said, “Hon members, on that note, I can assure you that we were in consultation with all opposition parties and agreement has been reached on how we should approach the issues of the rest of the work of this afternoon.”

Would that be your recollection of how things transpired?

The
 CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: No, it would not be my recollection. As I said to you, there were clearly two different processes at play. There was one that played out in the Chief Whip’s boardroom. There clearly was another one that was at play with the Speaker, Table officials, etc... that was going on there. 

So... I mean, to say that we consulted on what was going to happen going forward... the consultation took place was that when hon Jackson Mthembu came to me in the House and said, no, no, there’s a change of plan; we’re going to now get the members in and the Speaker’s going to adjourn the business for the day. 

So, you know, there certainly was no co-ordination. And I think you can see from the video, I then had to... and explain again to my principals and my other Whips what we were then going to do going forward.

So, the only time I think that we were brought on board with the end-game of what was going to happen was in that interaction you can see taking place with myself and hon Mthembu, and then, at a later stage, when hon Dlakudi – the Deputy Chief Whip – joins us to reaffirm that.

The
 CHAIRPERSON OF THE POWERS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES COMMITTEE (Mr B L Mashile): Is there any other member who wants to pose a question? Hon Mothapo, and then she will be followed by hon Filtane, in that order.

Mrs
 M R M MOTHAPO: Thank you, Chair. Thank you, Mr Steenhuizen, for your availability. In your evidence-in-chief, you made mention of the fact that what happened had never been seen before. Parliamentary officials were in confusion. May you kindly unpack that and make it clearer to be understood. Why were they in confusion and what was it that had never been seen before? Thank you.

The CHAIRPERSON OF THE POWERS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES COMMITTEE (Mr B L Mashile): You may proceed.

The
 CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Thank you, Chairperson, and thank you, hon member, for the question. 

I think the events of the day were unprecedented. I mean I don’t think we’ve ever had a demonstration or protest like that that had occurred in Parliament before, certainly on the magnitude that it did occur. 

When I say that the officials themselves were in confusion... generally what happens when there is a procedural problem in the House, one of the Presiding Officers at the NA Table will immediately stand up and go and advise the Speaker. 

The Speaker then called the Serjeant-at-arms, and once there was a refusal on the Serjeant-at-arms... a refusal by the EFF members to adhere to the Serjeant-at-arms’ instruction to be accompanied out of the House, no-one really knew what was going to happen next. So there was confusion about, okay what happens now? 

I didn’t see anyone from the NA Table jumping up, or offering coherent advice to the Speaker. As I said, I think this was because this was an unprecedented action that had never occurred in Parliament before. We generally know what is going to happen when, you know, members say things they shouldn’t say in Parliament and are asked to leave. We’ve had that before, but we’ve never had a situation before in Parliament where, you know, there is a disobedience of the Speaker’s instruction, and then the Serjeant-at-arms is unable to carry out her duties.

So, the point I am trying to make is that, I’m sure if this ever happens again, both the parliamentary staff and Parliament itself will be better prepared to deal with it. They will know what is required of them. On this particular day it was very clear that there was no go-to plan, to say, well, if X happens we will do Y.

The CHAIRPERSON OF THE POWERS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES COMMITTEE (Mr B L Mashile): Hon Filtane.

Mr
 M L W FILTANE: Thanks for the opportunity, and welcome to the hon Chief Whip of the Opposition. We want to register also our sympathies with the trip that you had to make yesterday.

The question I have for you is, you say you went across to the benches of the ruling party, and the person that you specifically mention... having... that you met is hon Jackson Mthembu, and he is the one who told you that there was a change in plans.

Now, Mr Mthembu is not the Chief Whip and he is not the Deputy Chief Whip of the ruling party. Did he say to you that he had been instructed by the Speaker to convey that message to you in your capacity as the Chief Whip of the Official Opposition and, if not, why did you just accept what he told without – if you didn’t – verifying it with the Deputy Chief Whip or the Speaker. Thank you.

The
 CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Hon Filtane, thank you very much for the question and thank you very much for the condolences. It certainly was a sad day yesterday.

I think it is very important to say at this point that hon Mthembu, as a Whip, had played a very large part in the meeting that had taken place in the Chief Whip’s boardroom. He was present at the meeting and played a large role in terms of determining what was going to go forward. We had been present together in that meeting where it had been decided what the course of action was going to be. 

We then departed and he came across and said to me... I accepted it, you know, that he had obviously gone now and met with the second meeting that had been taking place, obviously involving the Speaker and officials, and had come back from that meeting and then indicated to me... 

But you will notice that we remained on that side of the House because we were seeking clarity, until hon Dlakude came, and you will see her speaking to me in the meeting there, and that’s when I said to her, okay, we’ll... and I led the members back across the floor.

But, you know, it was obviously because hon Mthembu had played a vocal and strong role in the previous meeting that, you know, I accepted that he was acting with some degree of authority and had come from that executive huddle or Speaker’s huddle that had been going on as well.

Does that answer your question?

The
 CHAIRPERSON OF THE POWERS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES COMMITTEE (Mr B L Mashile): I think, hon Steenhuizen, you are the person to be happy that you have answered the question. If a member thinks it is not complete or has got additional... you will get an opportunity to do so. 

It is now an opportunity for hon Kilian. You may proceed.

Mrs
 J D KILIAN: Thank you, Chairperson. Hon Steenhuizen, just a little further clarity about the deliberations. As you indicated, it was unprecedented. We’ve never had such an event in the history of Parliament of South Africa since 1994 – well, I think, maybe not even before that, but, be that as it may... 

Can you perhaps just indicate, when you all met in the Chief Whips’ forum, were you at that stage aware that EFF members were not vacating the House, and, if so... or were you unaware of it... and, if you were aware, what was the nature of the discussion in the Chief Whips’ forum? Did you consider which entities should be brought in to remove the members from the House so that... because according to what we understand, there was general agreement that the House should continue with its business for the day.

Now, at that stage, did you discuss possibilities? Did you agree that SAPS should be called in? What was the understanding of the members who were involved in the Chief Whips’ forum? Thank you.

The
 CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Thank you, through you, Chairperson, to hon Kilian.

Yes, we were aware that the EFF had remained in their seats and were continuing trying to... because we had been observing the situation from the... you know, outside the doors, etc... and it was very clear that they were not going to vacate the area.

There were a number of deliberations. And at that stage I can’t recall that they were discussing exactly who was going to deal with it. I think the word used was “security”. It was, we need to be able to create space for the security to perform their task. 

And the reason... That’s why they... there was a request that we remove our members that were, you know, hanging around the passageways and to get them back to our offices.

I think there was... I can’t recall a discussion around the business of the day continuing, but certainly, we said that we would then be called once, you know... once the situation had been dealt with.

So that’s what I went out to... to go out and start getting my members in. I certainly was not aware of a discussion about who was going to be called in, the army or the police or whoever. But at that stage, you know, there was already a police – SAPS- presence in the passageways, outside Parliament. 

My understanding of the police uniforms... that at that stage that was only... it was SAPS personnel. It wasn’t public order policing, you know, at that stage. But I think there were people that were brought in from... SAPS officers that were brought in... it was certainly in the passageways out there.

So I mean there was no discussion about who was going to come in and what the nature of that would be. But the general conversation was that they need to give them space to be able to perform their... perform their security services... perform their function. That’s the nature of the discussion. 

The
 CHAIRPERSON OF POWERS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES COMMITTEE (Mr L B Mashile): Thank you very much. Hon members, I am going for a second round. Please allow me to start with hon Killian to make that follow-up, followed by hon Filtane, followed by hon Lotriet, in that order.

Mrs
 J D KILIAN: Chairperson, I think I have taken the notes so far and I think what I understand: Firstly – and hon Steenhuisen should please just indicate whether he agrees or not – that there was a general discussion inside, he can’t exactly recall, he understands that the security services were mentioned. According to our understanding and the Act it is then security services, which is the SAPS.
Secondly, that there was also a general understanding that the conduct of those members who refused to leave the House was actually a very serious transgression of the Rules and that they should not be allowed to disrupt the order in the House and the process of discussion in the House should continue. Can he just please confirm that?

The
 CHAIRPERSON OF POWERS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES COMMITTEE (Mr L B Mashile): You are saying that is what you understand transpired in the meeting? Very well. You may respond to confirm or not confirm or whatever.

The
 CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Sorry, Chair. I’m battling. Do you want me to make my opinion on it? I am struggling to understand exactly what is required of me. Perhaps if it could be put to me in a more clear form?
The
 CHAIRPERSON OF POWERS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES COMMITTEE (Mr L B Mashile): Very well. I will go back to her to just rephrase it. Maybe a little bit shorter?

Mrs
 J D KILIAN: Chair, what I wanted to understand was, essentially, the discussions inside. Obviously, it was quite elaborate, but it was about the need to restore the order in the House and, in order to do that, because they were aware that the EFF were not moving out, it was necessary to make some or other intervention, because those members were ordered by the Speaker to leave the House and they did not obey the instruction in terms of the Rules. Was that the common understanding; or were there differing views inside?
The
 CHAIRPERSON OF POWERS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES COMMITTEE (Mr L B Mashile): I hope that is a little bit clearer now.
The
 CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: It is clearer. There were a variety of discussions around how the matter would be dealt with. I think there is genuine acceptance that the Rules of Parliament were broken, and it is important that we respect and uphold the Rules of Parliament, otherwise we end up with a situation were there is unbridled interactions, which is not what a Parliament is all about. 
But there were a number of solutions. One of the suggestions were – I can’t remember by whom – was to switch the lights off and go home and leave the EFF there. There was a suggestion that members deal with them themselves. There were a variety. But, at the end of the day, I can’t recall a specific reference to the SAPS or public order policing, or security services, whether that is the parliamentary security services or what it was. We needed to make space so that the security services could do what was required of them. That is the understanding that we departed that meeting on. And certainly the one I started to relay to my members in the passageways of Parliament.
Mr
 M L W FILTANE: Chairperson, I have got two interrelated questions, but I will put one first and later the other: Did the Deputy Chief Whip of the Ruling Party join you and participate in the Chief Whips meeting that you had in the boardroom? Thank you.
The
 CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: The Deputy Chief Whip of the governing party did participate and she in fact chaired the meeting, hon Filtane. The Chief Whip was not present in the meeting.
The
 CHAIRPERSON OF POWERS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES COMMITTEE (Mr L B Mashile): Again, hon Filtane, please pose that interrelated question.

Mr
 M L W FILTANE: Thank you, once more, Chair. My subsequent question is: Are you aware of any rule-based role that should and could have been played by the Chief Whips other than what you did?
The
 CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Chairperson, hon Filtane, in hindsight, which is a wonderful thing – you know the rear-view mirror is a lot clearer than the windshield – I believe that what should have happened right up-front, bearing in mind the role of Chief Whips and Whips n Parliament to manage the business, I think what should have happened at the first adjournment is that the Whips should have all been called in by the Speaker and should have been told at that stage, “listen, guys, this isn’t going to happen. This is not how we run things here in Parliament. When we go out there the eyes of the nation are upon us and we are not going to allow this to descend into chaos. We have problems. Let’s convene a meeting afterwards and try and sort it out.”
I think that would have de-fanged and de-escalated the situation, But, as I said to you, if one looks at the traditional role of Chief Whips and Whips in Parliament, it is to manage the business and the order in the House. And I don’t think that we were effectively utilised on the day to de-escalate the situation.
The
 CHAIRPERSON OF POWERS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES COMMITTEE (Mr L B Mashile): I think hon Filtane would not have set the wrong precedent of asking for views. You may be creating problems for us, moving forward. I think we should desist from doing that, as agreed previously.

Dr
 A LOTRIET: Chairperson, I would just like to confirm: Did I understand correctly that hon Mthembu was present at that meeting; and what was your understanding of the status of that meeting? Was it a Chief Whips Forum, which is usually closed, or was it open to anyone else as well?
The
 CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Chairperson, thank you, hon Lotriet for that question. I don’t think we can describe it as a formal meeting of the Chief Whips Forum. Hon Dlakude had come through and said to me, “if you can try and find the other Chief Whips, it would be great. We want to meet now and discuss the way forward”. Not all Chief Whips, to my recollection, were present. Hon Mthembu’s presence there was as a Whip of the African National Congress. I think he is a senior Whip in their party. And he certainly played a very vocal role in that particular committee meeting.
The
 CHAIRPERSON OF POWERS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES COMMITTEE (Mr L B Mashile): Hon members, it looks like you have exhausted your questions and that you are happy. Hon Killian, you are happy? Hon Filtane, are you sure?

Mr
 M L W FILTANE: Chair, I want to apologise for the transgression that I had committed. Thank you. 

The
 CHAIRPERSON OF POWERS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES COMMITTEE (Mr L B Mashile): I really rely on you. I know that you have got a very good understanding of what we are doing. That was just a slip-up, which is easy to correct. But are you done with your questions? You are happy?

Mr
 M L W FILTANE: I am done, Sir. Thank you very much.

The
 CHAIRPERSON OF POWERS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES COMMITTEE (Mr L B Mashile): Then, hon Essau, are you happy? 
The
 CHAIRPERSON OF POWERS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES COMMITTEE (Mr L B Mashile): Hon members, it looks like we are happy. Probably, what makes you happy is that you have been able to close the gaps that you wanted to close on the evidence. Mr Van Voore, do you have anything to say after this exercise? 

The INITIATOR (Mr R van Voore): Thank you, Mr Chairman. Other than to thank the hon Chief Whip of the Opposition for having made himself available, especially at this time and given the circumstances around yesterday, I also wish to thank him for having carried on the tradition of other members who have come to assist the committee. And also I would like to record that I have no further questions for the Chief Whip.

The
 CHAIRPERSON OF THE POWERS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES COMMITTEE (Mr B L Mashile): Thank you very much, Mr Van Voore. I would also really love to thank the witness again for having found time to come and assist in his busy schedule as the Chief Whip of the Democratic Alliance. We really thank him for that. We hope that in future if there are similar activities like these, you will give them the same support if you are called upon to assist. Thank you very much. I think at the moment you are now released.

Hon members, we have ... [Interjections.]

The
 CHIEF WHIP OF THE OPPOSITION: Mr Chairman, may I just say thank you very much for the opportunity and to wish the committee well in its deliberations.

The
 CHAIRPERSON OF THE POWERS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES COMMITTEE (Mr B L Mashile): Thank you very much. 

Hon members, we will need to take a decision when we will be reconvening the hearing so that we can receive the report from Mr Van Voore. I am not sure if there is any suggestion. But all what is left for us - given the other activities in Parliament in the next coming days of the mini Budget and its consequences – I think we need to suspend this until next week Tuesday and make arrangements for us to be able to come and receive the report. We hope that Mr Van Voore would have had an opportunity to compile the report, make any adjustments in lieu of the evidence that has been collected since yesterday and adapt this report, and also prepare to come and take us through the report. Can we agree upon Tuesday next week? 

Given the challenges with logistics early in the morning, can we agree that we resume at 10:00 on Tuesday? [Interjections.]

Mr
 M L W FILTANE: Thank you, Chair. My recollection tells me that yesterday we were contemplating reconvening on Monday rather than on Tuesday. Is there a change of plans, seeing Ms Mthembu’s expression? [Laughter.] Thank you.

The
 CHAIRPERSON OF THE POWERS, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES COMMITTEE (Mr B L Mashile): Yes, I think for the past two weeks or so we have utilised Monday because on that day there are no parliamentary activities, and we were anticipating long hearings. Now we are going to receive a report from Mr Van Voore. So, we were of the opinion that let’s reconvene on Tuesday and get that Monday for your political activities. I think those who have some constituencies will find it advisable to have that Monday. Then on Tuesday we reconvene at 10:00 and have that report or closing arguments from the initiator. 

I have seen the majority of you nodding heads in agreement that I am still on track. I think that is a consensus that is playing itself in front of me. If that is the case, hon members, we will then reconvene on Tuesday at 10:00. If there is any change in the venue, you will be notified accordingly by the secretariat. This position now brings us to the end of this hearing. This hearing is now rising. Thank you very much, hon members.

The Committee rose at 17:52.
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