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Honourable Members of the House.

Delegates from various Institutions of Higher Learning

Receive our worm heartfelt greetings from the student leadership of Fort Hare

As per the invitation to the National Legislature, the SRC has prepared a presentation that will unpack issues from the student’s perspective.

Financial Issues
*NSFAS

The current NSFAS situation that has engulfed University of Fort Hare. We believe that the problem is not just a University challenge but a national crisis that had already subjected students to a financial and academic setback. Having said that the problem is national, that however does not exempt the University of Fort Hare in conducting its operations in a manner that advantages students. The national shortage of student funding for the academic year 2014 as indicated by NSFAS has resulted to leaving more than 2000 students who qualify for the funding not funded. 
Most of our Post-graduates students who solely rely on NSFAS are with without sponsors. This lack of funding is counterproductive on development in our country as our country needs more researchers and scholars. 
In light of these challenges that our students and University find themselves in it’s recommend that:
· There must be an additional funding from NSFAS to cater for all deserving students.

· Our own government must make new money available to cover the shortfalls.

· NSFAS must review its stance on not funding Post-graduate students.

· Allocation of funds from NSFAS to University should be made available at the beginning of academic year rather than towards the end of the year. This is to enable the University to make its claims for students earlier. 
· Students shall have access to study bursaries and loan system so as to ensure that the gap rate of social classes is equalized. 

  Residence
In each and every academic year residence fees are skyrocketing. In the main this result to NSFAS and other bursaries to unable to pay for students debts. Thus we recommend that:

· There should be a standardised mechanism of harmonising residence fees.  

· There should be a draft framework that speaks on formula that should be adhered to when contracts are billed between Landlords and University. 

· An inclusive higher education is a powerful tool for social justice. This means that all those who are qualified to enter higher education shall have the opportunity to do so. We want to see a situation where all young and old people entering higher education and benefit from its fruits. 

· A right to study free from financial burden is fundamental to the success of the higher education system in South Africa. 
In spite of all the issues raised and recommendations, we wish to remind all everyone that the pillars of our institutions are learning, research and community engagement. Let us again remind all that students are primary stakeholders and that without students there could be no learning, research and community engagement. The current NSFAS crisis is a threat to students ultimately the entire nation. The broader transformation agenda that South Africa committed itself Post 1994 is under siege because of the current crisis. We must not forget that institutions such as the University of Fort Hare are deemed as historically disadvantaged and as such attract mostly students from the rural areas. Majority of our students are from the poor working background and solely depend on NSFAS for funding.   

STUDENT MASS ACTION

On the 21st of August 2014. The students of University of Fort Hare submitted a memorandum this was intended to raise issues with an intention to find a way forward through urgent intervention by the University. This was in light of financial, academic and administrative challenges.

The students’ leadership had noted with concern the current NSFAS situation that has engulfed University of Fort Hare. We believe that the problem is not just a University challenge but a national crisis that had already subjected students to a financial and academic setback. Having said that the problem is national, that however does not exempt the University of Fort Hare in conducting its operations in a manner that advantages students. we deeply perturbed by the manner at which University deals with issues in the financial and bursary office. We would therefore sharply raise some few concerning operational aspects that have a potential of driving the institution to the knife’s edge and we recommend a manner at which bungle operation by the university can be rectified. The issues and recommendations are as follows: 

· We call on the University to allow all students of University to submit all agreement forms in all campuses. These agreement forms must be collected by the Faculty Councils and checked whether they have been correctly filled. This would help in reducing the issue of queuing that has already compromised students immensely as some of our students have already queued for 4 months in the first semester without any assistance in that office.  We understand that a student that has queued 4 months may never be able to excel academically as this strainful process might cause a serious frustration and fatigue on our students.

· We denounce the attempt to sweep the current NSFAS problem under the carpet, as we are informed that we must apply for NSFAS next year. There is absolutely no logic in encouraging students to apply for next year whilst they have not been allocated funds this current year. We therefore recommend that the process of applying for next year must be put on hold until this crisis is resolved. When the application process commences, we recommend that the application must be e-mailed to all students so that it can be easily accessed by students and avoid the hassle of wasting precious academic time queuing for a form.

· We call for the re-instatement of final year student’s book and meal allowances as this does not help students in any way. We view it as sabotage to the wellbeing and progress of students. It is inexplicable to us that student cards were disabled without SRC consultation.

· We call for the University to mobilise funding for Post-graduates. Most of our Post-graduates have no sponsors and they therefore solely rely on NSFAS.
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