Appendix 1

Extract from Policy on Leave of Absence for Members of the National Council of Provinces 

Sanctions for Unauthorised Leave of Absence 

If a Member breaches this policy, the following categories of sanctions may be instituted against the Member:
(i) If a Member is absent in a sitting of the Council and/ or the Committee/s where he/she serves without an authorised leave of absence in terms of this policy, the matter must be referred to the relevant Provincial Whip, the relevant Party Whip or -Leader and the Chief Whip to determine the recourse for the transgression.

(ii) If a member is absent during a sitting of the Council and or the Committee/s where he/she serves without an authorised leave of absence in terms of this policy, the Chief Whip may summon the member with the Provincial Whip and Party Whip Leader to a private meeting to determine corrective action for the future or impose one or more of the following sanctions:

(a) Censure the Member for his/her conduct during a sitting of the Council;

(b) Forbid the Member from moving a motion in a determined or specified number of plenaries of the Council; 

(c) Forbid the Member from asking a question in a sitting of the Council, a questions session of the Council or a meeting of the committees of the concerned member for a determined period of time; or 

(d) Order the Member to reimburse Parliament an amount not less than R500 for the day or each day or the number of days the Member was absent from Parliament, which will be deductable from the next payrole after the sanction has been communicated to the concerned Member.

(iii) If a Member is absent during “a two or three line whip” without an authorised leave of absence in terms of this policy, the Chief Whip may impose a fine of R500, which will be deductable from the next payrole after the sanction has been communicated to the concerned Member.

(iv) If a Member is absent for 15 (fifteen) consecutive sitting days of the Council and committees of the Council without an authorised leave of absence in terms of the Rules of the NCOP and this policy, such a matter must be dealt with in terms of the Rule 17 (1) of the Rules of the Council, which states that such a Member will cease to be a member of the Council.

